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animals, and such nn agent, Dr. J. H. Rol-
lin, was appointed about sixteen months 
ago,' at the request of the Farmington Hu-
maiie Society. Dr. Rollin gives his whole 
time to the work, goes to all parts of the 
State, and is, in fact, a travelling humane 
agent—the first of the kind, it is believed, 
in the world. The scheme has attracted 
wide attention, and seems likely to be 
adopted in many other States, especially if 
it can be continued in Maine as an object 
lesson. The Farmington Humane Society 
is a weak society, consisting chiefly. o{ one 
benevolent woman, and Dr. Rollin's salary 
has been paid mainly by summer residents. 
Among those who have taken especial in
terest in the matter are, Mrs. Margaret 
Deland, Miss Sarah Orne Jewett, S. R. .Ta-
ber of Chicago, the Hon. William B. San
ders of Cleveland, Clement Newbold of 
Philadelphia, and George B. Dorr of Bos
ton. But the fund is now exhausted, and 
the work must cease unless new contribu
tors come forward. The cruelty to horses 
and cattle in northern New England, es
pecially in winter, and especially on re
mote farms, in logging camps, and on log
ging roads, is far greater than would be 
imagined by any one unfamiliar with the 
facts. Dr. Rollin has been remarkably 
successful. In two hundred cases he has 
procured an improvement in dilapidated 
barns which sheltered horses and cattle; 
he has mercifully killed 150 worn-out and 
incurably lame horses; he has prosecuted 
the worst offenders, among whom was a 
man who tied a rope to a horse's tongue 
and pulled it out; he has given away 
blankets to poor men; he has supplied 
needy families with food and clothing; and 
has distributed books and papers among 
school children. 

The undersigned acts as agent in this 
matter for the Farmington Humane So
ciety, and any contributions sent to him 
will be received with gratitude. He refers 
to the Hon. S. T. Pullen, president of the 
Portland Humane Society; George T. An-
gell, president of the Massachusetts So
ciety for the-Prevention of Cruelty to Ani
mals; and Dr. William O. Stillman of Al
bany, president of the American Humane 
Association. H E N R Y C. MEKWIN. 

No. 3 West Cedar Street, Boston, January 26. 

"NO REFUGE BUT IN TRUTH." 

To THE EDITOR OP T H E NATION: 

SIR: I cannot let your editorial of Jan
uary 28, "No Refuge but in Truth," pass 
without a word of respectful protest. 

With the general principles which you 
lay down no man of sense will in these 

days refuse to agree. All of us, be we 
conservative, liberal, or radical, can surely 
come together on this point, at least, that 
truth which we ourselves recognize as 
truth cannot honorably, profitably, or, in 
the end, successfully, be concealed or dis
guised. Nor is it difilcult to admit that 
a theology maintaining itself by subtle 
sophistries and forced interpretations must, 
"In this era o£ universal education," even
tually, and even quickly, succumb to the 
growing demand for openness and clear
ness of thought. 

But that "much of ancient Christian 
dogma rested" on the "old cosmology," or 
that "the Christian ideal of character" is 
all that is left of Christianity, or that 

sound theology sanctions the belief in a 
"crassly materialistic and inconceivable 
heaven," or that "the findings of natural 
science" necessitate the attenuation of 
theism to a half-hearted belief in Arnold's 
"cold impersonal force that, at best, makes 
for righteoushess"—such statements as 

these, appearing under the general i-nipri-
matur of a journal like the Nation de
mand some indication that not all of your 
readers yield to them their agreement and 
consent. 

Wliether -modern Christian thought is to 
be overwhelmed by the contention that the 
cosmology on which "ancient dogma" 
rested has given way before a truer sys
tem, is, to say the least, rather doubtful. 
1 am not aware that the theology of to-day 
is in.any particular inconsistent with the 
verified findings of astronomers, geologists, 
and physicists from Galileo to Lord Kelvin. 
Nor can I perceive any inherent opposition 
between Christian doctrine and the modern 
philosophy of evolution—even if the latter 
include, among its subsidiary hypotheses, 
the theory of abiogenesis, or "spontaneous 
generation." 'Those portions of early the
ology which have been invalidated by sci
entific discovery were in no instance es
sential to the general doctrine itself, and 
have long since been discarded and forgot
ten. To say, again, that present-day the
ology teaches a "crassly materialistic and 
inconceivable heaven," is to argue with 
epithets, and to educe proof from mere ac
centuation of statement. That nothing re
mains of Christianity but the ethical ideal 
developed from its doctrines, is an assertion 
against which there is here space but to 
oppose an earnest denial. And, lastly, the 
assumption that theism has been finally de
spoiled of all rational justification and 
basis, is not for a moment to be admit
ted. That modern science is atheistic, may 
by granted; but that is only because sci
ence is confessedly restricted to material 
phenomena, and can never penetrate, in • 
either physics or psychology, to the supra-
material, life-giving Fundament. Our 
greatest psychologists are precisely those 
who teach this doctrine. 

It should not require repetition, at this 
day, that theism is not disproved or weak
ened because the telescope has scanned the 
heavens in vain for an anthropomorphical-
ly conceived deity; or that the theory of an 
immaterial source of mental activity has 
not lost any of its force through the in
ability of the X-ray to get beyond mole
cules and matter. Theism has nothing to 
fear from, has, indeed, nothing to do with, 
"the findings of natural science." It rests, 
as Cardinal Newman so gently but persist
ently urged, not on any scientific examina
tion of matter, but on an introspective ex
amination of our mental and moral life. 
Theism starts with the "Universal Postu
late" of Spencer that "inconceivability of 
the opposite is the highest assurance of 
truth"; it challenges any mind, scientific 
or other, to conceive of a thought, or a 
volition, or a prayer, as a material, spatial 
entity, so many inches long, or broad, or 
deep—that is, to conceive of mind as mat
ter ; and it concludes—snatching its test 
of truth from the mouth of the apostle.of 
cosmic evolution—that the mind is a supra-
material, i. e., a spiritual entity. But this 
spiritual entity must have a source, and 
that source itself must be spiritual, and 
must be, like -its offspring, possessed of 
intelligence and will. 

-The question, of course, is not one that 
can- be adequately discussed in the space 
that may be allotted here. Let it be recog-. 
nized, .finally, that religion is not a syllo-. 
gism, but a standpoint; not an inference 
reached after a scientific or philosophic 
"voyage of discovery," but a deliberate and 
thoroughly reasonable choice of one atti-. 
tude towards life and its mysteries in pref-. 
erence to any other. It, finds its source in 
spirit and conscience; and as such is for-. 
ever immune from a science that, on its. 
own admission, is restricted to the spatial, 
and material, and from a philosophy that, 
again on its own admission, is restricted 
to the phenomenal and the relative, and per
petually excluded by its very nature from 
the spiritual realm that contains a con
science and a God. WM. J. DURANT. 

Seton Hall College, South Orange, N. J., Janu-. 
ary 29, 

I^otes. 

The Oxford University Press is about to 
publish a book by W. H. V. Reade, called 
"The Moral System of Dante's Inferno" 
Mr. Reade thinks that the common opin
ions concerning "The Divine Comedy" may 
be considerably modified. 

Harpers are to issue a new edition of 
Trevelyan's "Life and Letters of Lord Ma-
caulay," which will include Macaulay's 
"Marginalia," recently published in a sep
arate volume. 

In answer to an inquiry as to the orig
inal editions of Eugene Lee-Hamiliton's 
poetry, we may say that all of the books, 
except, we believe, the twio novels, were 
published at his own expense. The edi
tions were smiall and bear many imprints.-
We are Informed that no authorized edi
tion is obtainable in the ordinary way, ex
cept "Dramatic Sonnets, Poems, and Bal
lads: Selections from the Poems of Eugene 
Lee-Hamilton," with an introduction by 
William Sharp, London, Walter Scott (in 
Canterbury Poets). The selecition was made 
by Lee-Hamilton himself, but Is represen
tative only as regards the sonnets. Tho 
same house -has an edition of his novel, 
"The Lord of the Dark Red Star." An un
authorized edition, "Sonnets of the Wing
less Hours," has heen published by "Thomas 
B. Mosher of Portland. Heinemann of 
London and Duffleld & Co. of this city have 
in preparation an amplified copyright edi
tion of "Mimma Bella," and, we under
stand, are planning a comprehensive book 
of selections to be made by Mrs. Lee-
Hamilton. 

Of the attractiveness of W. S. Braith-
waite's "Book of Georgian Verse," just 
published by Brentano's, there can be no 
question. A surprising amount of poetry 
has been packed into a single stubby lit
tle volume, printed in good type and on 
thin but opaque paper. On the editor's 
judgment in selection some strictures 
might be made, although in the making of 
anthologies, if anywhere, the rule de gus-
tibus is in force. Still it does seem rep
rehensible in a book devoted mainly to 
the eighteenth century to pass over Chris
topher Anstey, if only for the place of 
Bath in Georgian society; and there are 
other names missing which certainly have 
as strong a claim'on our memory as some 
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of the obscure Scottish gentlemen admitted. 
However, enough of every sort is included to 
give a good survey of verse from Thomson 
to Wordsworth. For ourselves, we almost 
forgot to criticise the book under the spell 
of Landor's epigrams which first caught 
our eye. Certainly he is the prince of 
anthology writers, as is natural in one 
who drew so much of his inspiration from 
the Greek Anthology. Reading his poems 
here amidst the work of so many other 
poets, we were impressed by his power of 
producing an impression by a deliberate 
restraint and, so to speak, diminution, as 
seen in his "night of memories and of sighs" 
(which a famous German scholar once 
emended to "life"!), his "tears are longer 
ere they dry," and a score of other minute 
touches. We observe that the notes forget 
to mention that "Mother, I Cannot Mind My 
Wheel" is from Sappho; and we protest 
against the inclusion of "The Hamadryad" 
in place of his wonderful masterpiece, 
"Iphigeneia and Agamemnon." 

Prof. F. A. Blackburn's edition of the 
"Exodus" and "Daniel," once attributed to 
Caedmon, is one of the most satisfactory 
offerings that have so far appeared in the 
Early English section of the Belles-Lettres 
Series (D. C. Heath & Co.). From a liter
ary point of view these poems are much 
more inviting for classroom use than Prof. 
J. W. Bright's specimens of the West Saxon 
Gospels, and though they are less brilliant 
than the "Judith," edited by Prof. A. S. 
Cook, they are not open to the objection 
to tha t interesting text—its extreme short
ness. It should be said, however, that Pro
fessor Blackburn has had primarily in mind 
the linguistic student. He has transcribed 
his text from the Junian manuscript with 
the most painstaking literalness. All pro
posed emendations are relegated to the 
footnotes, in which are included copious 
suggestions of earlier commentators—many 
of them worthless—to exercise the critical 
acumen of the young philologist. The vo-

" cabulary is exhaustive, even to the point 
of recording the 159 occurrences of the 
conjunction "and." The formal merits of 
the introductory matter are perspicuity, 
conciseness, and methodical arrangement. 
The more vital merits are a cau'tious judg
ment and a fondness for facts. He sets 
forth one original suggestion of consider
able importance, namely, that the accent 
marks in Anglo-Saxon poetry do not, as is 
generally supposed, indicate long vowels, 
but rather metrical stresses. He admits, 
however, that the evidence is as yet incom
plete, and, with the sound critical spirit 
that makes the whole book a model of its 
kind, suspends judgment. 

There is a place for the Oxford edition 
(Henry Frowde) of "The Works in Prose 
and Verse of Charles and Mary Lamb." 
Canon Ainger's edition suffers both from 
.incompleteness and from deliberate and ut
terly unwarranted alterations of the text. 
The seven volumes edited by E. V. Lucas 
have the merit of scholarly exactness, and 
contain everything that can reasonably be 
attributed to Lamb; but they are not pleas
ant booksto bandle and read, and, After BjU, 
comfort in reading in the case of an author 
like Lamb is an essential requisite. The 
edition in twelve volumes, edited by William 
Macdbnald, is accurate, sufBciently com
plete, and is made up in the attractive form 
commonly given to his publications by Mr. 

Dent. We must add, however, from per
sonal experience, that the books, Sf dainty, 
are also somewhat flimsy, and do not wear 
well. The edition now prepared for the 
Oxford Press by Thomas Hutchinson (editor 
of Wordsworth and Sheiley in the same 
series) is for the "works" practically com
plete and is textualJy accurate. It ts, too, 
considering its cheapness and the amount 
of matter (1,720 pages) crowded into two 
volumes, agreeable to eye and hand. The 
Letters are not included, and this may seem 
like having "Hamlet" with the Dane left 
out. Perhaps they are retained tor a third 
volume, and, if so, Mr. Hutchinson, who has 
proved his capacity for painstaking and 
judicious work, may perform a true service; 
for the text of the Letters still needs recti
fying in many details. 

"Hazell's Amiual" for 1909 (imported by 
Scribner's) is, as usual, the indispensable 
book tor any one who wishes to have at 
hand a survey of the recent events of leg
islation, government, finance, civil lite, 
education, army, etc., of Great Britain and, 
in less detail, of other countries. A num
ber of new titles appear this year, in
cluding, among others. Airships, Old Age 
Pensions, and Unemployed Question. The 
book is minutely indexed and thorooighly 
trustworthy. 

"The Commercial Products of India" 
(E. P. Dutton & Co.), by Sir George Watt, 
is an official publication consisting of a 
digest of information on the products 
which are of present or prospective indus
trial or commercial importance. It is an 
abridgment of the "Dictionary of the Eco
nomic Products of India,", by the same au
thor published in six volumes in 1885-94, 
and now out of print. The general plan 
of treatment may be indicated by the art i 
cle on cotton, which occupies fitty-six 
pages. It begins with a sketch of the his
tory of the plant in all countries from the 
earliest times. Then follows an account 
of the various species in India, the meth
ods of cultivation, the manufactures, in
cluding the wages of mill operatives, and 
the foreign and domestic trade. To each 
section is appended a list of authorities 
from which the facts are derived, the sta
tistical returns being brought down to 
1905-6. All who carefully examine this 
unique work, the aim of which is to be of 
practical value to the commerce and in
dustry of the land, must be profoundly 
impressed by the enormous development of 
India's natural wealth under English rule. 
To take a few products only; the exports 
of linseed in 1832 were 3 cwt., in 1904 they 
amounted to 11,182,000 cwt. The output of 
the coal mines increased from 459,408 tons 
in 1868, to 9,783,250 in 1906. "Tea now oc
cupies half a million acres of land for
merly waste," the exports amounting to 
thirty million dollars a year, while the 
annual value of the cotton crop, insignifi
cant a century ago, is now one hundred 
million dollars. Some of the information, 
we observe, is rather trivial. Moreover, 
the usefulness of the work as a book of 
reference would have been increased by 
the addition of tables of measures and 
values. 

The two latest additions to the series of 
Baedeker guide-books (imported by Charles 
Scribner's Sons) are "Italy from the Alps 
to Naples" and "Greece." ' "The former is 
the second edition of an abridgment of the 

three more detailed volumes, "Northern 
Italy," "Central Italy and Rome," and 
"Southern Italy and Sicily." It Is designed 
tor "travellers who have only four or five 
weeks a t their disposal, and intend to de
vote their time either to a rapid and com
prehensive survey of the country or mainly 
to the attractions of Rome and Naples." 
It contains 25 maps and 52 plans. The 
"Greece" is the fourth edition, with 16 
maps, 30 plans, 2 diagrams, and a panorama 
of Athens. 

"A Woman's Way through Unknown Lab
rador," by Mrs. Leonidas Hubbard, jr. 
(Doubleday, Page), is an account of a jour
ney through Labrador, from Hamilton Inlet, 
on the Atlantic Coast, toUngava Bay, a part 
of Hudson's Bay, by the Nascaupee and 
George Rivers, and Lake Michikamau. The 
purpose was to explore this route, which 
had been chosen in 1903 for the first "Hub
bard expedition," under the leadership of 
the author's husband, Leonidas Hubbard, 
jr. It will be recalled that, on account of 
fatal initial mistakes, he lost his lite in 
the frozen wilderness, while his two com
panions, Dillon Wallace and George Elson, 
barely escaped. Mr. Hubbard's chief ob
jects were the indulgence of his love of 
adventure, the desire to get material for a 
"good story," and to pick up what scientific 
information he could, by a close study of 
the Indians and an effort to man the coun
try through which he passed. These were 
presumably also Mrs. Hubbard's objects, 
as she expresses her purpose to "complete" 
her husband's work. Well outfitted, and 
accompanied by tour good woodsmen, one 
of whom was the faithful Indian, George 
Elson, who was with Mr. Hubbard, she 
finished her adventurous journey with sin
gularly little hardship, but at such a rate 
of speed, especially towards the end, that 
she found very little time for scientific 
observation. Though the party encounter
ed a few Indians, both Montagnais and 
Nascaupees, there was no opportunity for 
any study of their habits. Little shoot
ing was done, except for the pot, and a l 
most no fishing, which was a pity, in view 
of the tact that the expedition passed 
through a fine game and fish country. The 
topographical results were of slight value, 
and the book is almost devoid' of notes on 
fiora and fauna. In a word, it is as a volume 
of entertainment that the work is recom
mended, for it is excellently written, in a 
natural style, and with much vivacity. 
Though Labrador is tar from being the 
terra incognita that many later explorers 
would have us believe, and journeys through 
it are common and by no means very dan
gerous if proper care is used, Mrs. Hub
bard's expedition nevertheless proves her 
a woman of enterprise, energy, and pluck. 

Miss Beatrice Grimshaw's "In the Strang© 
South Seas" (J. B. Lippincott Co.) is the 
continuation of the story of her enterpris
ing journey in the Southern Pacific, the 
first part of which, on Fiji and the New 
Hebrides, was noticed in the Nation of 
January 30, 1908. Here she narrates in the 
same lively and entertaining way her ad
ventures in Tahiti, Samoa, the Cook and 
other groups of islands mostly under the 
control of the New Zealand government. 
Their great undeveloped wealth in soil and 
climate admirably adapted to the cultiva
tion of tropical fruits and the opportuni
ties which they offer to white settlers with 
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some capital are clearly shown. The chief 
impression left by her book is that these 
isles are a "garden of Indolence, a lotus-
land, a place where one dreams, and wan
ders, and listens to the murmuring reef-

• "song, and sleeps under the shade of a palm, 
and wakes but to dream again." For near
ly three years she voyaged from one to an
other of the eight groups in the small sail
ing vessels which are the only means of 
communication with the outside world. It 
was an adventurous journey as she was 
without any companion, but she was treat
ed everywhere with unfailing courtesy, es
pecially in those islands which she was the 
first white woman to visit. Her descrip
tions of the wonderful color, effects in the 
coral atolls, the fruit groves, and the life 
of the natives, their passionate fondness 
for flowers, dancing, singing, and swim
ming are very vivid. One of the most in
teresting' places was Tonga, one of the 
Friendly Islands, which has a king, "a real 
palace, guards of honor, a parliament, a 
prime minister, a chancellor of the exche
quer, and a large number of public ofll-
cials. All these are Tongan natives." Six 
or seven years ago the king, wishing to 
provide himself with a queen of equal rank 
with himself, "first applied to the Emperor 
of Germany to know if there was a Ger
man Princess of marriageable age whom 
he could have. The Kaiser politely replied 
in the negative." Their high opinion of 
their own importance is shown by the fact 
that "when the war between China and Ja
pan broke out, Tonga politely sent word 
to Great Britain that she intended to re
main neutral." The concluding chapters 
contain an account of a short stay in Sa
moa and a visit to the Hot-Water Country 
and Geysers in New Zealand. There can be 
no doubt that such a cruise as Miss Grim-
shaw took would be ideal for the wearied 
toiler of the busy world. Many of the 
flfty-six illustrations are remarkable for 
their beauty. If the author would con-
dense her two volumes into one, leaving 
out many of the descriptions of scenery 
which are tiresome because of their same
ness, and scores of trivial incidents, and 
add an index and a map, she would make 
a valuable contribution to the literature of 
a little-known part of the world. 

Our strongest Impression on picking up 
W. M. Rossetti's "Family Letters of Chris
tina Georgtna Rossetti" (Scribner's) is 
one of disappointment for a great opportu
nity lost. Mr. Rossetti has for a number 
of years been issuing monographs, bio
graphical introductions, and books on the 
greater members of his family. The pity 
is that he should have scattered his en
ergy on so many incomplete publications 
instead of concentrating it upon one solid 
memoir. As it is,, the best of his material 
has gone into pamphlets and introductions, 
leaving his larger works, like the two 
volumes of 1906, entitled "Some Remin
iscences," singularly jejune and fragmen
tary. A proper history of the Rossetti 
family would be a book of great interest 
and value, and no one had better oppor
tunities for writing such a memoir than 
the editor of these letters; as it is, we 
must look to another. The present let
ters of Christina Rossetti, we must say 
regretfully, are of slight interest, and 
this slightness is emphasized by their 
publication in a separate volume. They 
are almost entirely brief notes. Here 

and there some reference to literary mat
ters drops in, as when she mentions the 
family liking for Barham's extraordinary 
ballad "As I Lay A-thinking," or when she 
speaks of Emily Dickinson's "wonderfully 
Blakean gift, but therewithal a startling 
recklessness of poetic ways and means"; 
but these are exceptions. Nor do the let
ters throw any new light on the charac
ter or experience of the writer. Consid
ering the intimacy of her verse, we should 
be glad to have any clearer revelation of 
her feeling toward James Collinson and 
Charles B. Cayley; but of such confession 
there is in these pages not a hint. The 
only excuse we can find for the publica
tion is that some day the man who shall 
write the desired history of the family may 
find in it a few- sentences to his purpose. 

A collection of family letters of unusual 
charm is published under the title "Me
moirs of a Vanished Generation" (John 
Lane Co.). The family of Edmond Knox, 
cadet of a noble Irish house, had the habit 
of sprightly and intimate correspondence. 
Their letters from 1813 to 1855 mirror life 
with an agreeable distortion of the scale 
which reduces the doings of '48 to the same 
magnitude as Bessy's matrimonial chances. 
"By the time you come home," writes Mrs. 
Knox to her soldier-son in Canada, "I shall 
be occupied in taking Bessy into the world. 
I wonder if I shall have any luck!" Bessy 
was no beauty, but was "thought very 
agreeable in conversation." From her let
ters, she was a merry, sweet-hearted girl, 
and the reader hopes anxiously that one of 
the eligible young men with whom she 
dances may endow her with a title and a 
carriage. But fate is as inexorable as 
Henry James, and Bessy married a country 
parson and a widower, and died at thirty. 
The soldier-son came home in 1842 on a 
year's leave. He crossed from Sandy Hook 
to Deal in thirty days, reached London the 
day after landing, "ordered a complete rig-
out of clothes from Jones in Regent Street," 
and went to the Haymarket to see Mme. 
Vestris the same evening. His laconic diary 
shows his joys in Paris, where he dined 
in company with "Thackeray, the author," 
and hired a window for five francs to see 
two men guillotined. 

In calendaring the State Papers (Colonial 
Series) for the year 1700, Cecil Headlam, 
the editor, has found a census, taken in 
that year, of the white inhabitants of_ Ja
maica. In view of the fact that many of 
the families in the.United States are de
scendants from forefathers who first settled 
in the West Indian colonies, this announce
ment will be of Interest in this country. It 
will not be practicable to print the names 
in the next Calendar, but the fact of their 
existence wWl be noted. Family associa
tions between the States and the West 
Indies were pointed out by Samuel Drake, 
in the Register of the New England His
toric-Genealogical Society, about fifty years 
ago, and since then they have been further 
elucidated. It is well known that Hamilton 
cam'e from Nevis. Dallas, the first Secre
tary of the Treasury, was a native of Ja
maica. Gen. George Gordon Meade of Get
tysburg fame was descended from a family 
of colonists in Montserrat. A branch of the 
Winthrop family "planted" in Antigua; and 
a braucli of the Lees in Barbados. There is 
good reason to believe that it may yet be 
proved that Jolm Washington, who settled 

in Virginia about 1657, went thither from 
Barbados. 

The British League of the Empire has 
just issued its text-book, "The British Em
pire: Its Past, Its Present, and Its Future," 
a work of about 800 pages, with 54 pages 
of good index. About 240 pages have been 
contributed by the editor. Prof. A. F. Pol
lard, on the' history of the British Isles.' 
The treatment of India, the Colonies, and 
their possessions, is therefore, necessarily, 
on a very inadequate scale. Of places in 
the New World, Canada is assigned 75 
pages; Newfoundland less than 9; Ber
muda, less than 2; the Falkland Islands 
1%; and the West Indies, about 30. One 
of the committee for the preparation of the 
history, Sir Frederick P. Pollock, has con
tributed 34 pages on "The Future Organiza
tion of the Empire." The work has been 
prepared from moneys provided by the 
Spitzel Imperial Education Trust, founded on 
a gift of £5,000 by the late Mr. Spitzel. 

Interest in Thackeray has revived in Ger
many. In a series of treatises on English 
and German philology, edited by Alois 
Brandl, Erich Schmidt, and Gustav Roethe. 
there has appeared a book of 152 pages 
by Dr. Brwin W^alter, entitled "Entste-
hungsgeschichte von W. M. Thaclcerays 
Vanity Fair." The first German edition of 
Thackeray's complete works, translated by 
Heinrich Conrad, has also appeared upon 
the market. 

A contribution to the Turkish question 
has just come from the press of Riitten & 
Loning, the Literarische Anstalt of Frank
fort, "Der erloschende Halbmond," by Alex
ander Ular und Enrico Insabato. The sub
title, "Tiirkische Enthilllungen," is not a 
happy choice; for a book that frankly 
promises revelations of any kind is rare
ly devoid of an unpleasant element of sen
sationalism. It is to the authors' credit 
that they have maintained a certain dig
nity in the treatment of a subject which 
lends Itself so easily to the methods of yel
low journalism. The work is likely to add 
to the reputation of Ular, who came into 
prominence as the author of "Die gelbe 
Flut," a novel of Chinese life remarkable 
for its insight into customs and conditions 
ordinarily hidden from the foreigner. The 
two authors merely report the facts, point 
out the relation between seemingly unre
lated things, guide the reader through the 
labyrinth, and analyze the various aspects 
of the economic and political problems in
volved. 

The city of Hamburg, Germany, has just 
opened a Colonial Institute, and a modest 
pamphlet gives the addresses on the occa
sion. Hamburg has steadily increased the 
number of its useful institutions—a great 
hospital, an excellent astronomical obser-
.vatory, a capital municipal library, a well 
planned system of schools, now. culminat
ing in a local university, with a scientific 
academy. And finally, mindful of its large 
interest in the prosperity of German colo
nies, it has provided a Colonial Institute, 
for the training of officials, merchants, 
planters, and all who may seek employ
ment in the colonies. The hearty acknowl
edgment of the imperial government was 
made by the secretary of the colonies, 
Bernhard Dernburg, who was trained as a 
merchant in the United States, and as an 
oflicial in the German African colonies. The 
principal address was that of Prof-. Karl 
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Rathgen, ot the staff of the new institute, 
describing its scope and organization. In 
addition to chairs filled by members of the 
various local faculties, three new profes
sors have been called to teach law, geog
raphy, and Eastern history; and in addi
tion courses will be given in languages, 
natural history, medicine, and politics. 

A useful compendium of facts is the new 
work of Dr. 0. Schwarz, which appears in 
the Sammlung Goschen, entitled "Die 
Steuersysteme des Auslandes." It describes 
in considerable fulness the tax systems ot 
all the leading nations of the globe, except 
Germany. 

"Buddha: Sein Deben, seine Lehre, und 
sein Einfluss bis auf uusere Zeit," by Theo-
dor Simon (Giitersloh; C. Bertelsmann), is 
divided into four parts which treat oE 
Buddiha's Life; Buddha's Teiachings; the 
Spread of Buddhism in Asia; the Influenco 
of Buddhism on Modern Thought and Life. 
One feature is the author's effort to show 
the similarity between Buddhism and the 
philosophies ot Schopenhauer and Hart-
mann. The parallels between the teachings 
ot Jesus and Buddha are, according to thf, 
author's view, more seeming than real. He 
further insists that Buddhism does not ad
vance but retards and deadens civilization. 

The house of J- C. Hinrichs, Leipzig, has 
now, with the publication of the twenty-
'flrst volume, completed the third edition 
of that greatest storehouse of Protestant 
theological learning, the "Realencyklo-
padie fUr protestantische Theologie und 
Kirche," originally projected by Prof. J. J. 
Herzog, but now edited by Prof. Albert 
Hauck. Some four hundred scholars have 
contributed more than forty-three hundred 
articles to the more than seventeen thou
sand pages of this edition. A supplement
ary index is yet to follow. 

John Gilnier Speed, grand-nephew ot the 
poet Keats, died a t Mendham, N. J., Feb
ruary 2. He was born in Kentucky flfty-
five years ago, and was a graduate of the 
University of Louisville as a civil en
gineer. After his graduation he practised 
his profession, built several railroads, 
and at one time was city engineer of 
Louisville. At the Centennial Exihibition 
he was chief ot the bureau ot transporta
tion. From 1879 to 1883 he was managing 
editor ot the New York World, and from 
1883 to 1887 travelled abroad extensively, 
doing magazine work. On his return to 
America he engaged in various editorial 
work and wrote much tor the magazines. 
In later years he made the horse his special 
subject. In 1904 he was appointed com
missioner to purchase breeding stock for 
the Philippines, and was afterwards em
ployed to inspect horses and mules bought 
for work in the Panama Canal. His pub
lished books are: "Keats ' Letters and 
Poems," "A Fall River Incident," "The 
Gilmers in America," "A Deal in Denver," 
"The Horse in America." 

Miss Martha Finley died at her home in 
Blkton, Md., January 30.- She was born at 
Chillicothe, 0., in 1828, and spent her girl
hood at South Bend, Ind. In 1868 under 
the pseudonym of Martha Farquharson she 
put out the first story of "Elsie Dinsmore," 
which was such a success as to justify 
twenty successors, the last, "Elsie's Winter 
Trip," being published in 1902. She was 
also the author of the "Mildred Books." 

The death is announced of the Rev. Ar
thur G. Butler, for a time assistant master 
at Rugby, head master of Haileybury from 
1862 to 1867, and from 1875 to 1895 tutor of 
Oriel College, Oxford. Besides winning 
distinction as a teacher he published 
several books of verse: "Charles I, a Dra
ma," "Harold, a Drama," "Choice of 
Achilles, and Other Poems." 

News comes of the death at Paris of 
Albert Merat, poet and librarian of the 
Senate, a t the age ot sixty-eight. He was 
in early life a friend of Verlaine's, and 
collaborated with him in a book of son
nets, "Avril, Mai, Juin." 

Charles Tardieu has died at the age of 
seventy in Brussels. He was a well-known 
figure at Paris during the later years of 
the Second Empire, and founded L'Art. 
He afterwards went to Brussels, where for 
several years he edited L'Independence 
beige. 

Prom Jena comes the news of the death, 
in his fifty-second year, of Karl Vollers, 
professor of Oriental philology. His. best 
known work is "Die Weltreligionen." 

Johan Jakob Borelius, professor of theo
retical philosophy at the University ot Lund 
from 1866 to 1898, has died in his eighty-
sixth year. A follower of Hegel, he felt 
that the anarchistic and materialistic views 
held by the Hegelian left were caused by 
their not having drawn the full conse
quences from the master's dialectic princi
ples. Borelius was most widely known for 
his polemics with C. J. Bostrom and Bos-
trom's followers, especiaiHy Sigurd Ribbing. 
During the last years ot his life he was 
engaged on a large work on metaphysics, 
only parts of which have been published. 

OSCAR. WILDE. 

Oscar Wilde. By Leonard Cresswell In-
• gleby. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 

$3.50 net. 

I t was only a li t t le while ago t h a t R. 
H. Sherard published what professed to 
be an author i ta t ive biography of Oscar 
Wilde; and now appears a crit icism of 
much the same scope and intention by 
Mr. Ingleby. While recognizing the im
possibility at this point of anyth ing Wke 
a final or definitive evaluation of h is 
author , Mr. Ingleby expects to reach, if 
only for the time being, a relatively 
just, or a t least a thoroughly compre
hensive, esti_giate. He hopes to m a k e 
a correction or two, if not an ent i re rec
tification. In this respect his volume is 
a pendant to Mr. Sherard 's . Unfortu
nately, however, nei ther of these gentle
men succeed in inspir ing much confi
dence. To be sure, Mr. Ingleby h a s mo
ments of grea t san i ty ; but they a re fol
lowed by paroxysms of enthusiasm so 
reckless and extravagant as to preju
dice even his more lucid intervals. His 
book is further compromised by the cir
cumstance tha t i ts conclusions are whol
ly inconsistent with i ts principles. Mr. 
Ingleby censures Oscar 'Wilde's charac
ter and condemns his theories of li tera
tu r e ; and yet he lavishes unspar ing 
praise upon the wri t ings which are the 

expression' of t h a t personal i ty and the 
il lustrat ion of those ideas. At the same 
time he is quite devoid of pet ty intol
erance and unfairness . He quotes as lib
erally from detractors as from pan
egyrists. He recognizes tha t there is 
such a th ing as a difference of opinion, 
and he looks behind as well as before. 
The fact seems to be t h a t admira t ion 
has become an involuntary habi t wi th 
him—a kind of t ic which he is unable 
to check or control, and which has end
ed by suborning the intell igence to issue 
it a set of counterfeit credentials . 

For Mr. Ingleby, Oscar Wilde is sim
ply a br i l l iant example of the general 
thesis t h a t character has no th ing to do 
with l i tera ture—or ar t , as he would 
probably prefer to call it. He insis ts 
tha t " the man ' s life and the man ' s 
work" a re wholly separa te and indepen
dent, and "should not be regarded as 
identical," much less judged by the 
same s tandard . On the one hand, there 
is " the ar t i s t , all of whose works were 
pure, s t imula t ing, and splendid," and 
who never wrote "a line t h a t was im
moral and impure" ; and, on the other 
hand, there Is " the cr iminal , pa r t of 
whose life was shameful," but whose 
"criminal side . . . was only a pa r t 
of h is complex na tu re horr ib ly disas
t rous for himself and h i s personal life, 
but absolutely wi thout influence upon 
his work." For th is reason Mr. Ingleby 
prefaces h is cri t icism by a dist inct 
study of " the Man"-—though on his own 
showing such a s tudy in th i s connec
tion mus t be merely idle, if indeed it 
does not prejudice h is au thor in the 
very manner he himself deplores, par
t icular ly as th is is the most in teres t ing 
and significant pa r t of his book. And, . 
by the bye, when will cri t ics have done 
wi th th i s silly fashion of dissecting 
the i r subject into m a n and art is t , as 
though an a r t i s t were ever any th ing 
but a m a n ? I n th i s case, a t all events, 
Mr. Ingleby apport ions h is " m a n " 
among four "per iods"—the period of 
aesthetic pose and a t t i tudiniz ing, the brief 
heyday of l i te rary and social fashion, 
an interval of obscuration and eclipse, 
succeeded by a sudden momenta ry flare 
and rapid extinction. On the whole, no
thing could be more modera te and im
part ia l In tone than th is survey. Tha t 
it is, if anything, over-indulgent, is a 
fault wi th which the generous reader 
will find i t easy to sympathize. After 
acknowledging Wilde 's "unconquerable 
egoism," the "self-appreciation and con
fidence which reached not only the 
heights of absurdi ty, bu t surely im
pinged upon the borders of menta l fail
ure," the "ex t raord ina ry and abnormal 
divorce between will-power and intelli
gence"—in a word, the man 's fatal 
hyiris; Mr. Ingleby draws a balance in 
the following t e r m s ; 

In regarding the whole field of the poet's 
life . . . one finds him to be a sweet 
and noble nature, with much of. the seren-
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