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selves, as well as universities and colleges as such, be repre
sented, as "the surest way of . . . retaining unimpaired the 
confidence of American teachers in the good faith, the wisdom, 
and the beneficence" of the Foundation. 

Committee resolutions strongly adverse to the Fess bill to 
create a national university at Washington, or to the estab
lishment of any such Federal institution, whether granting de
grees or not, provoked considerable discussion, and were finally 
replaced by a resolution calling for delay until the whole ques
tion shall have received fuller public consideration. A com
mittee on the compilation of a handbook of American colleges 
and universities reported that, for financial reasons, this much-
needed undertaking was not at present practicable. Among 
new committees authorized were one on summer schools, an
other on the place and function of faculties in university gov
ernment and administration, and a third on the encouragement 
of research. A proposal to consider the case of Mr. Bertrand 
Russell, reported upon adversely by the committee on resolu
tions, was referred to the Council for action. 

Six numbers of the Bulletin of the Association, containing re
ports of committees, the presidential report, and other matter 
of interest to members, have been issued during the year, in 
addition to printed reports of the committee on academic free
dom and tenure. The election of 580 new members brings the 
total membership to about two thousand. The new president 
is Prof. Frank Thilly, of Cornell. W. M. 

THE SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND EXE

GESIS 

THE annual meeting of the Society was held at Haverford 
College on December 27-28, and despite two days of dis

tressing weather, the meeting enrolled probably the largest at
tendance in the Society's history. 

An exeptionally interesting number of papers were present
ed. With the very full programme there was felt the usual 
drawback of all such gatherings that not enough time is given 
to discussion from the floor, and the question is raised whether 
there might not be a selection made of more important topics 
and discussion provided for. The Presidential Address was 
given by Dr. Jastrow (Pennsylvania), on "Constructive Ele
ments in the Critical Study of the Old Testament." Dr. Jas
trow reviewed the history of that criticism, indicated its t r i 
umph as proved by its general acceptance by scholars, but al
lowed the t ruth in the contention that criticism is too often 
merely destructive, and that it comes to be regarded as an end 
in itself. But a new trend is now visible, that of the utilization 
of all the analyzed factors and their reconstruction for illumi
nating the various ages and phases of thought through the 
whole period. The writer emphasized in the main two factors, 
the utilization of tradition by criticism and the study of the 
social evolution of the Hebrews in connection with the political 
and religious development. Criticism has not finished when it 
has analyzed the s trata of a document. The tradition under
lying every stratum and the theory which compiled these strata 
are equally sources of history. He illustrated his thesis from 
the results of the study of the Mosaic tradition, whether Moses 
is to be regarded as a religious founder or a legislator. Con
structive scholarship now feels forced to recognize that that 
tradition is true in postulating a Moses, and instead of scorn
ing is eagerly utilizing every strand of tradition. Even the 
social and religious legislation, which in its present compilation 
is post-exilic, contains large elements which lead back to the 
Mosaic period and corroborate the Mosaic tradition as an his
toric fact. Similarly, the study of the,laws and religious prac
tices, after a sifting of these among their relative ages, reveals 
the development of Israel's society law, and ethics from the 
earliest to the latest times. 

On the afternoon of the first day several interesting subjects 
of general archseological interest were presented. Dr. Haupt 
(Johns Hopkins) read a characteristically interesting and wide
ly informed paper on "Alcohol in the Bible." He gave a re
vised text and translation of the satire on drunkenness in 
Proverbs 23, which showed indubitably that genuine Katzen-
jammer is a very ancient affliction. Dr. Peters (New York) 
gave some valuable suggestions on "The Worship of Tammuz" 
drawn from his experiencces of the Babylonian seasons. He 
held that this worship was originally connected with the plant

ing and so with the death of the seeds of the crops. Dr. Bar
ton (Bryn Mawr) in a paper on "The Evolution of the Ashera," 
maintained that this symbol was developed from the palm tree, 
basing his contention on the designs of Babylonian seals and 
Phceni-Punic cippi: he held that the hammam or sun pillar had 
an identical origin. 

There were an unusual number of interesting illustrated top
ics, the evening being devoted to several of these. Dr. Benzin-
ger (Meadville Seminary), known to a wide public as the editor 
of Baedeker's invaluable handbook on Palestine, gave a talk on 
"Life in Palestine, Past and Present," illustrating the un-
changeableness of Oriental customs. Professor Moulton (Ban
gor Seminary) gave three illustrated talks on discoveries 
he had made in Palestine when Director of the American 
School. In treating a Greek inscription at the site of ancient 
CsBsarea, which had been seen and only imperfectly interpreted 
by predecessors, he was able to date precisely, with great prob
ability, its age as of the time of Justinian, and to show from a 
reference in the text that there existed still in that most Chris
tian emperor's reign a building in Csesarea which was known 
as the Hadrianeum, i. e., a pagan tem.ple of Hadrian's founda
tion. This reference indicates the probable persistence of pa
ganism in Syria down into the sixth century. Dr. Fullerton 
(Oberlin) presented a number of pictures which he had taken 
in the Lebanon and Jerusalem, during his connection with the 
Jerusalem School two years ago. He gave the first pictures that 
have appeared in this country of Captain Weil's excavations on 
the Ophel Hill, and also some illustrations of the bringing of 
the Holy Banner into Jerusalem when the Turks and Germans 
proclaimed the Jihad. Dr. Sartell Prentice gave a unique series 
of pictures, taken by himself, of the wonderful Sik, or narrow 
caiion which leads into Petra, a defile which has been the de
spair of photographers. 

Of other Old Testament papers may be noted that of Dr. 
Cobb (Boston) on "Some General Considerations of the Text 
of Hosea—iv-xiv." He insisted on the criteria of several 
marked stylisms of the prophet's thought which must be ob
served in testing the genuineness of this difficult book. He was 
bold enough to maintain that the prophet could write in prose 
as well as in poetry, and that he could not be trimmed to suit 
modern ideas of Hebrew metrics. Dr. Fullerton gave a good 
example of critical method in his treatment of the criticism of 
Isaiah vii, 14-17. 

In the field of the New Testament the following papers may 
be signalized: Dr. Steams (Fargo College) gave the results 
of his collation and study of the papyrus and vellum fragments 
of the New Testament. He held tha t these supported the text 
preferred by Westcott and Hort. Dr. Bacon (Yale) gave a 
critical study of Matthew i, 18-25. Proceeding from the criti
cism started by the Sinaitic Syriac, he tried to present the 
accretions and jointings which have produced the present fuller 
text. He held that the story of the annunciation belonged to 
the original form of the Gospel, and that w . 22fr were added 
to conform the story to the later theology of the birth. Dr. Hef-
fern (Philadelphia Divinity School) discussed the moot pass
age. Acts V, 13, which Dr. Torrey has recently attempted to ex
plain from a misunderstanding on the part of Luke of his 
Aramaic original. Dr. Heflfern plausibly suggested a corruption 
in the Greek text, reading, "and none dared to punish them." 

Much amusement was created by the editor of the Society's 
Journal, Dr. Margolis, who read a communication from the 
Third Assistant Postmaster-General of the United States, who 
was not able to discover that the Journal should be listed as 
"scientific," in order to obtain second-class rates. Is this a 
pious Administration's blow at Higher Criticism? 

Officers were elected as follows: President, Dr. Moulton 
(Bangor);,Vice-President, Dr. Montgomery (Philadelphia Di
vinity School); Recording Secretary, Dr. Cadbury (Haver
ford) ; Treasurer, Dr. Prince (Columbia); Corresponding Sec
retary, Dr. Margolis (Dropsie College), and his associat-'s on 
the Editorial Committee, Dr. Porter (Yale) and Dr. Fowler 
(Brown). 

In connection with these sessions was held the annual meet 
ing of the Managers of the American School at Jerusalem. 
Much interest was shown in the prospects of the School's op
portunities upon the end of the war, and steps were taken to 
inaugurate a campaign to enable the School to enter prompt
ly and with proper equipment upon its field of work. 

J. A. M. 
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BOOKS OF THE WEEK 
F I C T I O N 

Bellamy, F . R. The Balance . Doubleday, P a g e . $1.35 net . 
Nexo, M. A. Pel le t h e Conqueror—Daybreak . Holt . $1.50 net . 
Was te , H. Ph i losophy: A n Autobiographica l F r a g m e n t . Long

mans , Green. $1.25 net . 

B I O G R A P H Y A N D H I S T O R Y 

Creevey, C. A. S. A D a u g h t e r of the P u r i t a n s . P u t n a m . $1.50 
net. 

Doyle, A. C. A Hi s to ry of t h e Grea t W a r . Vol. I — T h e B r i t 
ish Campa ign in F r a n c e a n d F l a n d e r s , 1914. Doran . $2 net . 

S C I E N C E 

Gardne r , M. S. Publ ic Hea l th Nur s ing . Macmil lan. $1.75 net . 
Lamson, A. T. My Bi r th . Macmil lan. $1.75 net . 

D R A M A A N D M U S I C 

Represen ta t ive Amer ican P lays . Ed i ted by A. H. Quinn. Cen
t u r y . $2.75 net . 

T E X T B O O K S 

Basse t t , L. E . A Handbook of Ora l Reading. Hough ton Mif
flin. $1.60 net . 

F i t e , E . D. Hi s to ry of t h e Uni ted S ta tes . Holt . 
Prokosch, E . Deutscher L e h r g a n g . Holt . 

FITE'S 

History of the United States 
By E. D. FITE, Professor in VasSar College 

vi-|-575 pp. 12mo. $1.60 

In this high-school textbook the social and 
industrial development of the country, eco
nomic progress, sources and effects oH im
migration, conditions on the ever-receding 
frontier, and changes in governmental forms, 
both national and locail, have received special 
attention. 

The peace movement and foreign relations, 
particularly the Pan-American movement, 
have been stressed. 

Recent history, which is often slighted 
for the period since 1865, occupies more 
than one-fourth of the book, a large share 

being devoted to the period since 
1900. 

HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY 
34 W. 33d St., 6 Park St., 2451 Prairie AT. 
NEW YORK BOSTON CHICAGO 

The Civilization of Baby Ionia andAssyria 
By MORRIS JASTEOW, Jr.,Professor of Semitic 

Languages, Uniy. of Peimsylvaiila. 164 Ulustra-
tions. Handsome Library VI. 8vo. in hox, $6, 
The only book on tiae subject treating of tlie 

entire civilization of these ancient nations—• 
languages, laws, religions, customs, builclings, 
etc.—other books have treated only partial 
phases of the subject. 

*. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY, PHU,ADELPBIA 

A Diplomat's Wife in Mexico 
By E D I T H O 'SHAUGHNESSY 

" I t is an engrossing story that Mrs. O'Shaugh-
ncssy iias Wiritteu of the crisis in Mexico. The 
book quite wonderfully enables one to see and feel 
'Just how things were.' "—Sorth American Remew. 

Illustrated. $2.00 net 

• H A R P E R & B R O T H E R S 

UNIVERSITY OF CAOFi^RNIA 
Lists of Publications in sciences, phi

losophy, philology, history, economics, 
will be sent upon request. 

T h e Univers i ty of Cal i fornia Press 
B E R K E L E Y , OAX. 

RepresentativeAmericanPoetry 
Edited by William Stanley Braithwaite and Henry 

Thomas Schnittkin'd. Contributions by Edgar Lee 
Masters, Sara Teasdale, WiUa Sibert 'Cather, Mor
ris Rosenfeld, Edith M. Thomas, and others. Sent 
free on receipt of 2c stamp. 

RICHARD G. BADGER, Psiblisher, BOSTON 

THE CHRISTIAN ETHIC OF WAR 
By the REV. P . T. FORSTTH, M.A., D.D., 

Principal of Hackney College. 8vo. Pp. 
x+196. $2.00 net. 

CONTENTS :—^Killing no Murder—The Judgment 
of Crime by Crime—^War and Love—Judgment by 
the Saints—^Passive Resistance—^The Moral Sanc
tion of Force—Christian love as Public Eighteous-
ness—^Christian Ethic Lay and Historic—Christian 
Ethic Historic and National—Justification and 
Judgment—^The Judgment on the Cross and in the 
Field. 

LONGMANS, GREEN & CO., Publishers 

HISTORICAL MONOGRAPHS 
"THE MECKLENBURG DECLARATION OF IN

DEPENDENCE." A documentary study, based 
on new eyidence of the year 1775. 

THE CREATIVE FORCES IN WESTWARD EX
PANSION. Daniel Boone as the agent of com
mercial enterprise. 

ISAAC SHELBY: BORDERER, LEGISLATOR, 
SOLDIER. A new study of the early career 
(1750-80) of Kentucky's first Governor. 

THE FOUNDING OF NASHVILLE, AND THE 
CUMBERLAND COMPACT. A documentary 
study, overturning the conventional view. 

THE OCCUPATION OP KENTUCKY IN 1778. 
New light on the early history of the Transyl
vania Company. 

THE ORIGIN OF THE REGULATION IN NORTH 
CAROLINA. The famous "Nutbush Paper" here 
first printed, with annotations. 
PRICE, EACH, POSTPAID, EIGHTY CENTS. 

A R C H I B A L D H E N D E R S O N , 
C H A P E L H I L L , N . C. 

Justice to All 
The Story of the 
Pennsylvania State Police 
By Katherine Mayo 
With an Introduction by Theodore Roosevelt 
8°. Illustratea. $2.50 net. (By -mail, $2.70) 

Thds is a vivid narrat ive of the 
achievements of a remarkable organiza
tion. I t rivals in its interest the most 
stirring fiction, yet circumstance and ac 
curacy of detail give to it the authen
ticity of history. 

There is a recognized need of better 
police protection in the terri tory outside 
our cities. One State has solved the 
problem. Miss Mayo tells most inter
estingly how tills was accomplished. The 
book iwlll prove an inestimable aid to 
those seeking to secure for other States 
the protection which Pennsylvania alone 
enjoys. 

After reading the thrilling recital of 
the acts, which in ten years have built 
up a splendid tradition of service, it is 
easy to understand Col. Roosevelt's say
ing: "The mere fact t ha t a man is hon
orably discharged from this Force would 
make me at once and without hesitation 
employ him for any purpose needing 
courage, prowess, good judgment, loy
alty, and entire trustworthiness." 

All Booksellers 
G. P. PUTNAM'S SOMS 

New York London 

THE TRAVELERS 
Insurance Company 

is pleased to announce that 

THE NATION 
America's Foremost Critical Weekly 

has bought 

Group Insurance 
for all the Employes in its 
Mechanical Departments 

For information about this modem ro.ovement, in which the greatest concerns 
throughout the country are joining, write to the Group Insurance Division of 
T H E TRAVELERS, Hartford, Conn., or to 76 William Street, New York City. 
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