
486 The Nation [Vol. 113, No. 2938 

herself to be in a position to declare that the decisions of this 
Conference will in fact be null and without effect in the absence 
and by the non-participation of one of the principal parties 
interested. 

The Russian Government is also constrained to declare on this 
occasion that it cannot regard the preference accorded by 
the aforesaid governments to the counter-revolutionary govern
ments which would replace it other than as an hostile act di
rected against itself and against the workmen and peasants of 
Russia whose will it represents. 

There has also come to the notice of the Russian Government 
a general question, that of disarmament or the diminution of 
taxes which crush down the workers of all countries. The Rus
sian Government considers it necessary to know what prelimi
nary guaranties could be given that this disarmament will be a 
reality, considering that the possibility of such guaranties ap
pears to the Russian Government sufficiently doubtful, however 
sympathetic the Russian Government may be with the idea of 
disarmament. Disarmament is even, according to the Russian 
Government, one of the actual consequences of the social 
changes in Russia and one to which those changes ought to lead. 
Nevertheless, in the absence of the Russian Government, no in
ternational deliberation on this subject can have any other re
sult than the ignoring by Riissia of any decisions that may be 
taken, from which the Russian Government, not having been a 
party thereto, will remain aloof. 

Any policy directed toward excluding Russia from the joint 
resolutions of the Powers on questions touching Russia very 
closely and seeking to find favorable means for smoothing the 
conflicts which trouble the world at the present time can only 
aggravate the situation and complicate it with new difficulties. 

CHICHEEIN, 

People's Commissar of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Soviet Federated Republic. 

The Position of the United States 

SECRETARY HUGHES'S reply to the note from the F a r 
Eas tern Republic, published on September 19, is in 

effect also a reply to the contentions of the Russian Soviet 
Government and states plainly the a t t i tude of the Govern
ment of the United States tov?ard the whole Russian prob
lem. 

The American Legation at Peking received recently from an 
agent of the so-called Fa r Eastern Republic a request that 
representatives thereof should be admitted to the approaching 
Conference on Limitation of Armament, at which questions 
affecting the Far East will also be discussed. 

As the so-called Far Eastern Republic has not been recog
nized by the Government of the United States, nor by the other 
governments of the world, no formal reply has been made to^ 
this communication, but the American Minister at Peking has 
been instructed to convey to the agent of the Fa r Eastern 
Republic informal observations in the following sense: 

In the absence of a single recognized Russian Government 
the protection of legitimate Russian interests must devolve as 
a moral trusteeship on the whole Conference. I t is regrettable 
that the Conference, for reasons quite beyond the control of 
the participating Powers, is to be deprived of the advantage 
of Russian cooperation in its deliberations, but it is not to be 
conceived that the Conference will take decisions prejudicial 
to legitimate Russian interests or which would in any manner s 
violate Russian rights. I t is the hope and expectation of the 
Government of the United States that the Conference will 
establish general principles of international action which will 
deserve and have the support of the people of Eastern Siberia 
and of all Russia by reason of their justice and efficacy in the 
settlement of outstanding difficulties. 

The New Order in MongoHa 

IN the following edict, published a t Chita on September 1, 
the old government of Mongolia announces its abdica

tion in favor of the Provisional People's Revolutionary Gov
ernment which has been cooperating with the Russian Soviet 
Government and the F a r Eas tern Republic in the success
ful campaign against the troops of Baron Ungern. The 
translat ion printed below, published by the Dalta News 
Agency, was made from a Russian translat ion of the Mon
golian original. 

To the Provisional People's Revolutionary Government of 
Mongolia from the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the old 
Government of Mongolia. 

In the third year we, Mongolians, under the pressure of the 
circumstances of the times, have lost our rights of autonomous 
government to the benefit of Chinese, the autocratic reaction
aries. Last year an officer of the Russian White party. Baron 
Ungern, with his forces invaded Mongolian territory, mobilized 
Mongolian soldiers, and thus reinforcing himself gave battle 
and drove out from Urga the Chinese "hamins"—officers and 
soldiers. 

In accordance with the declaration of Baron Ungern of the 
need of reestablishing the autonomous government by all princes 
and influential people, the latter, after a discussion of this 
question, put the Boghdi Khan on the precious throne and 
created the yamen of internal affairs and all the other five 
yamens. 

In view of the fact that Baron Ungern with his forces left 
for the north, and in view of the weakness of our forces and 
the lack of armament, and also in view of the possibility of 
an assault by Chinese reactionaries, as early as last year an 
appeal for assistance was made to foreign Powers by the Boghdi 
Khan and many Wangs and Khans who, obtaining such assis
tance, established at Kiabta a people's government, which mobil
ized model forces, and having driven out the ghameiis, laid the 
foundation of the state of Mongolia, fortifying the nation, and 
improving the conditions of masses. Urga, the capital, was 
occupied on the 1st, in the second moon. 

After the occupation of Urga the People's Government, to
gether with the officials of our five (old) ministries, opened 
free discussions, which resulted in resolving to establish im
mediately a new people's government in accord with the re
quirements of the times and the progress of the people, leav
ing the Boghdi Khan on the precious throne and handing all 
seals and documents of all ministries to the new People's Gov
ernment. This resolution was reported to the Boghdi Khan, 
who sanctioned it, and on fifth day of the sixth moon at a joint 
conference the handing over of the seals and documents of the 
ministry of interior affairs and the rest of the ministries to the 
chairman and officials of the People's Government takes place. 
The Provisional People's Revolutionary Government of Mon
golia is hereby informed of the aforesaid for its consideration 
in accepting the power, and at the same time the public in 
all localities is being informed to this effect. 

By many established on the 5th day of the 6th moon, 11th 
year. 

This ra ther unusual act of abdication is made more in
telligible by the following dispatch pr inted in the London 
Times of September 23 from its correspondent a t Peking. 

Two months ago Baron Ungern, with the White Russian 
band which captured Urga in February, sought to invade the Far 
Eastern Republic [of Chita] and was smashed at Kiakhta, not 
by the Chita troops, but by the regular Red Army from Irkutsk, 
operating under orders from Moscow. The remnant of Baron 
Ungem's force was dispersed in Mongolia, and a Japanese de
tachment escaped eastward. 

The Red Army then occupied Urga, where a Red Mongol 
Government was installed. The Premier and Foreign Minister 
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When You S t a r t the pen Fires 

Working North from Patagonia 
BY HARRY A. FRANCK 

FACING south and then northward after his prolonged "Vagabonding Down the Andes," Franck 
saw enormous Argentina, ancient Chile, progressive little Uruguay, inland Paraguay and great 

Brazil; he traveled up one of the headwaters of the Amazon and over into Colombia, Venezuela 
and the British, Dutch and French Guianas. This long pilgrimage covers most revealingly all of 
South America not already described in his Andes book. Illustrated. $5.00. 

The Book of Jack London 
BY CHARMIAN LONDON 

MRS. LONDON has answered "Jack's" challenge to show him as he was. This is an amazingly 
frank biography—almost an autobiography. Much of it is in his own words; many of his 

letters are included. The man's extraordinary career—of gangster, factory worker, hobo, college 
student, writer, revolutionist, agriculturalist—is reflected in a book of tremendous interest. Illus
trated. 2 vols. $10.00. 
The Fruits of Victory 

B Y N O R M A N A N G E L L 
Angell follows his arraignment of the fallacy of war for 
economic advantage by an indictment of patriotism as the 
real cause of war. $3.00. 

Lost Ships and Lonely Seas 
B Y R A L P H D . P A I N E 

A book of old, true tales of sailing days, when there were 
pirates, desolate coasts—and no wireless. Beautifully told. 
Illustrated. $4.00. 

The Pacific Triangle 
B Y SYDNEY G R E E N B I E 

A book dealing with the countries around which discussion 
will range when Far Eastern questions come up at the Arms 
lyimitation Conference. Illustrated. $4.00. 

Mystic Isles of the South Seas 
B Y FREDERICK O ' B R I E N 

O'Brien's latest South Seas book, which is fully as much liked 
as his now famous "White Shadows in the South Seas." Illus
trated. $5.00. 

White Shadows in the South Seas 
B Y FREDERICK O ' B R I E N 

For over two years this extraordinary book of travel has re
mained constantly among the seven or eight most widely read 
non-fiction books in America. Many illustrations. $5.00. 

The Land of Haunted Castles 
BY ROBERT J. CASEY 

Picturesque history and fascinating legend with beautiful 
illustrations from photographs of the architecture and scen
ery of little, ancient, valiant, fought-over Luxemburg. $6.00. 

The American Railroad Problem 
B Y I. L E O S H A R F M A N 

An open-minded survey by a professor of economics of the 
University of Michigan. Gives history of regulation; analyses 
Esch-Cummins Act; discusses railway finance and labor. $3.00. 

America's Power Resources 
BY C. G. GILBERT AND J. E. POGUE 

A popular exposition and an enlargement on the facts which 
were presented in more technical form in the authors' Smith
sonian Institution pamphlets. $2.50. 

Adventures in' Swaziland 
BY OWEN ROWE O ' N E I L 

Most extraordinary episodes among the blacks of South 
Africa, involving British and Boer, told by a prominent (and 
intrepid) Boer. Wonderful illustrations. $4.00. 

Mysterious India 
B Y ROBERT CHAUVELOT 

Translated from the French. M. Chauvelot penetrated to the 
inside of high-caste Indian society, and his descriptions have 
novelty as well as fascination. $3.50. 

Messer Marco Polo 
B Y D O N N B Y R N E 

A fantasy in which are blended Venice in her heyday, China, 
and the wisdom of glorious old Ulster-Irish Malachai ef the 
Long Glens. Illustrated. $1.25. 

Gibbeted Gods 
B Y L I L L I A N BARRETT 

A novel of present-day America at once brilliantly written 
and sincere, and far from negligible as an interpretation 
of contemporary life. $1.90. 

Ben Thorpe 
B Y A R T H U R CRABB 

The life story of a man who, because of a childhood com
plex, feared ail women. An unusual and absorbing subject, 
deftly handled. $2.00. 

Where the Young Child Was 
B Y M A R I E CONWAY O E M L E R 

Short Christmas tales with the real, dear glamour of Christ
mas, by the author of "Slippy McGee," who makes all her 
readers friends. Illustrated. $1.90. 

Quin 
BY ALICE HEGAN RICE 

A full-length novel with a full cast of delightful characters 
and all of the humor and charm which made "Mrs. Wiggs" 
delicious. $2.00. 

The Crystal Heart 
B Y P H Y L L I S BOTTOME 

A lovely heroine. The fine qualities shown in **The Dark 
Tower" and "A Servant of Reality" are here at their best. 
Illustrated. $2.00. 

[ THE CENTU8IAN, a 16-p. iilnstraied nMntUsr mseazine 
dealing with authors and their work will be aeBt reguiariy 
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is a ci-devant Lama, formerly teacher at a Russian school, and 
the Minister of Waif is a local butcher. In each department 
are Buriat nominees of Irkutsk who advise measures consonant 
with the best bolshevist practice. The Hutukhtu remains as 
the spiritual head, but has no political power. 

Only 2,000 Russian troops remain, and these are suflBcient 
with the local revolutionaries to maintain the power of the Red 
Government. The Government professes communism, and con
fiscates huge numbers of horses and cattle belonging to the 
princes, who, of course, bitterly oppose the new regime. Enor
mous quantities of rifles, machine-guns, and ammunition have 
been imported and paid for with the confiscated property of 
the princes. It would appear that Moscow regards Mongolia 
as a province of Russia. 

Urga is peaceful and orderly, and the Reds conduct them
selves reasonably except with regard to confiscations. Foreigners 
and their trade are respected. The revolutionaries declare their 
intention of abolishing the state religion, and will not allow 
another Hutukhtu after the present one has drunk himself 
to death. * * * 

Chang Tso-Lin, who was liberally supplied with funds by the 
Chinese Government in order to recover Mongolia, has pocketed 
the money and given up the expedition. Mongolia looks as if it 
has been totally lost to China. Further trouble is inevitable, for 
the nomad princes, whose flocks and herds are being forcibly 
taken, are bound to endeavor to reassert themselves. 

Gold in the Far East 

TH E following laws of the F a r Eas tern Republic govern
ing the gold-bearing areas of Eas te rn Siberia have been 

received from the Dalta News Agency under date of Peking, 
July 29. The Constitution of the Republic was printed in 
the Internat ional Relations Section on September 14. 

In accordance with Art. 43 of the Constitution of the Re
public, the Government of the P. E. R., annulling the old laws, 
has declared: 

1. All gold-bearing areas in the territory of the F . E. R. 
under exploitation or otherwise, as well as the former imperial 
gold-bearing areas in Nerchinsk district, are hereby declared 
the property of the Republic. 

2. All rights to the ownership and exploitation of areas men
tioned in Art. 1, under agreements and titles granted previous 
to promulgation of this law, shall be null and void within three 
months from June 15, 1921, the date of promulgation of this law. 

3. The right of exploitation of gold-bearing areas granted 
under the "Rules for Private Exploitation of Gold Mines," to be 
promulgated, reserves the title to former owners of the areas. 

Former owners and concessionnaires of gold mines and areas 
not yet under exploitation are obliged to make a written decla
ration to the local mining departments of their desire to con
tinue operations in mines or to start such operations where the 
work has not yet been commenced within three months from the 
date of promulgation of this law. 

The absence of such declaration within the specified time will 
be considered as renunciation of the rights of the former owner 
or concessionnaires of mines or gold-bearing areas. 

For persons residing outside the boundaries of the F . E. R. 
the time for making the above-mentioned declaration is ex
tended to six months from the date of promulgation of the 
present law. 

4. The owner of a gold mine which was exploited by a lessee, 
if the former party desires to exploit the mine, has a priority 
under the present law, but he must compensate the lessee for 
all improvements made and installed by the latter in the mine. 

In case both the lessor and lessee of the mine are unable to 
agree as to the price to be paid for the improvements, such 
price will be set according to paragraph 5 of the present law. 

In case the owner should refuse to operate his mine according 

to "Rules for Private Exploitation of Gold Mines" this right 
is automatically transferred to the lessee of the mine. 

5. In case the former owner or the lessee of a mine refuses 
to continue operations in his mine according to "Rules for 
Private Exploitation of Gold Mines," and in case the Govern
ment shall be desirous of acquiring the improvements and 
machinery of such mine, the former owner or the lessee must 
be paid the value of improvements made by them in the mine, 
according to the valuation of a commission appointed by the 
local mining department and including representatives of the 
Department of State Control and representatives of the owner 
or the lessee of the mine. Exception is made in regard to the 
buildings and hydraulic installations which pass to the Govern
ment of the F . E. R. without compensation. 

The commission shall estimate the value of improvements 
according to their actual value, deducting a suitable amount 
for depreciation. 

The movable property not directly connected with mining 
operations, or any other property not required by the Govern
ment, must be removed by the owner of such property within a 
year from the date he relinquishes his right of operating the 
mine. Otherwise such property becomes the property of the 
Republic without compensation. 

6. Gold mining enterprises which have become the property 
of the state during the revolution may be returned to former 
owners or lessees for exploitation as a concession by special 
decrees of the Government of the F . E. R., which will be pub
lished in the ofiicial organ of the Government. 

(Signed) Chairman N. MATVEV, for Government. 
PETEOV, for Council of Ministers. 

Contributors to This Issue 
FEANK GODWIN is an American journalist resident in 

Japan. 
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