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is not sufficiently plausible. Contrary to the publishers’ state-
ment that this play “has not heretofore appeared in any lan-
guage,” it should be noted that the original, from which the

English text differs in some particulars, was published in 1922 ~

in a Petersburg miscellany under the title “The Old Man.”

Under the Red Flag. By Richard Ezton. Brentano’s. $2.50.

Another of those “disclosures” of lurid “intimate details
of the Soviet regime” which seem rather out of date in 1924,
when Moscow is full of foreign journalists, observers, business
men, and adventurers, and when the intercourse between Rus-
sia and the outside world is practically free and unhampered.
Mr. Eaton went to Russia as correspondent of the London
Daily Moil, which is notorious for its anti-Soviet propaganda.
Mr. Eaton spent a few weeks in Russia, most of which were
passed in prison. His prison experiences, even after they
have been spiced with the story of his romantic attitude toward
the “beautiful Simionova,” “the terrible woman inquisitor” of
the Cheka, have evidently not been sufficient to fill a book; so
Mr. Eaton makes up with a “study” of life and conditions in
Russia in all their various aspects. One can only marvel at the
meager preparation which individuals with Mr. Eaton’s snob-
bish outlook on the world need before they set out to give
their “studies” to the public.

Figures in M odern Literature.
and Company. $2.50.

" This volume, reprinted for the most part from the London

Mercury, is a fair example of the work of the younger British

writers who have rallied around that publication since its foun-

dation in 1919. Mr. Priestley’s table of contents is not at all

conventional. He treats Arnold Bennett, De la Mare, Hewlett,

By J. B. Priestley. Dodd, Mead

A. E. Housman, W. W. Jacobs, Robert Lynd, George Saints-

bury, Santayana, and the Mercury’s versatile editor, J. C.
Squire. Mr. Priestley is a good appreciator. He finds the best
things he can in his subjects, and then describes them to the
best of his ability, which is sometimes-véry good indeed. His
literary enthusiasm is often the only congruous and unifying
element in his work.

The Nation’s Poetry Prize

THE NATION offers its fifth annual poetry prize of $100
for the best poem submitted by an American poet in a con-
test conducted by The Nation each year between Thanksgiving
and New Year’s Day. The rules for the contest follow:

1. Each manuscript submitted in the contest must reach the
office of The Nation, 20 Vesey Street, New York City, not earlier
than Monday, December 1, and not later than Wednesday, De-
cember 31, plainly marked on the outside of the envelope, “For
'The Nation’s Poetry Prize.”

2. Manuscripts must be typewritten and must have the

name of the author in full on each page of the manusecript

submitted.

3. As no manuscripts submitted in thls contest will in any
circumstances be returned to the author it is unnecessary to
inclo_se return postage. - An acknowledgment of the receipt of
each manuscript, however, will be sent from this office.

4. No more than three poems from the same author will be
admitted to the contest.

5. No restriction is placed -upon the subject or form of
poems submitted, which may be in any meter or in free verse.
It will be impossible, however, to consider poems which are more
than 400 lines in length, or which are translations, or which are
in any language other than English. Poems arranged in a
definite sequence may, if the author so desires, be counted as a
single poem. ¢

6. The winning poem will be published in the Midwinter
Literary Supplement of The Nation, to appear February 11,
1925.

7. Besides the winning poem, The Nation reserves the right

.

life were wildest and most uncontrolled.

to purchase at its usual rates any other poem submitted in the
contest. .

The judges of the contest atre the editors of The Nation.
Poems ghould in no case be sent to them personally.

Drama
The God of Stumps

IN this age of intellectualized art there is an inevitable but
unfortunate tendency to assume of Eugene O’Neill, as of
every other arresting artist, that his greatness must lie some-
how in the greatness or in the clarity of his thought; to seek
in “All God’s Chillun” some solution of the problem of race
or in the “Hairy Ape” some attitude toward society; and then,
not finding them, to fail in the fullest appreciation of the great-
ness which is his. It was not thought which drove him, as a
young man, to seek adventure among the roughest men he
could find, and it was not thought which he brought back from
this and other experiments in life. Something tempestuous in
his nature made him a brother of tempests, and he has sought
wherever he could find them the fiercest passions, less anxious
to clarify their causes for the benefit of those who love peace
than eager to share them, and happy if he could only be
exultantly a part of their destructive fury. It is a strange
taste, this, to wish to be perpetually racked and tortured, to
proceed from violence to violence, and to make of human torture
not so much the occasion of other things as the raison d’étre
of drama; but such is his temperament. The meaning and unity
of his work lies not in any controlling. intellectual idea and
certainly not in a “message,” but merely in the fact that each
play is an experience of extraordinary intensity.

" Young-man-like, O’Neill first assumed that the fiercest:
passions were to be found where the outward circumstances of
He sought among
men of the sea, ignorant of convention and wholly without in-
hibitions, powerful appetites and bare tragedies, embodying his -

‘observations in the group of little plays now performed for the

first time as a whole (and performed well) at the Provincetown
Theater under the. title of “S. S. Glencairn”; but maturity has
taught him the paradox that where there is most smoke there
is not necessarily most fire. He has learned that souls con-
fined in a nut-shell may yet be lords of infinite space; that
gpirits cabined and confined by very virtue of the fact that
they have no outlet explode finally with the greatest spiritual
violence. As though to signalize the discovery of this truth
he has, in his latest play,’ “Desu‘e Under the Elms” (Greenwich
Village Theater), limited the horizon of his characters, phys-
ically and spiritually, to the tiny New England farm upon
which the action passes, and has made their intensity spring
from the limitations of their experience. Whether he or
Robert Edmond Jones conceived the idea of setting the stage
with a single permanent scene showing one end of the farm-
house, and of removing sections of the wall when it becomes
necessary to expose one or more of the rooms inside, I do not
know; but this method of staging is admirably calculated to
draw attention to the. controlling circumstances of the play.
It is a story of human relationships become intolerably tense

- because intolerably close and limited, of the possessive instinct

grown inhumanly powerful because the opportunities for its
gratification are so small, and of physical passion terribly de-
structive in the end because so long restrained by the sense of
sin. To its young hero the stony farm is all the wealth of
the world, the young wife of his father all the lust of the flesh.
In that tiny corner each character finds enough to stlmulate
passions which fill, for him, the universe.

By half a century of unremitting labor Ephraim Cabot
has turned a few barren hillsides into a farm, killing two
wives in the process but growing himself only harder in body
and mind and more fanatical in his possessive passion for the
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THE THREE DERVISHES
and Other Persian Tales and Legends
By Reuben Levy “Nett 80c

These tales owe their origin to wandering litterateurs who
invented characters and incidents to provide amusement for
some patron. This is not a reprint, but new translations
by Mr.-Levy.—The World’s Classics No. 254.

SELECT POEMS OF LORD DE TABLEY
Edited by John Drinkwater Net $1.20

A selection from Lord: de Tabley’s lyrical poems including
what Mr. Drinkwater considers one of the most moving long
poems of the century.

THE GROOMBRIDGE DIARY 6
By Dorothy V. White ' Net $4.20 g
LETTERS TO THREE FRIENDS 8
By William Hale White Net $3.50 §.
This diary by Mrs. White; and the Letters to Three Friends §

by William Hale White; are rich in good things. The two
books together give us more of Hale White, the lover of g

life and of beauty, than we have seen before; and the vision
cannot but enrich the enjoyment of the Mark Rutherford
books.—Times Literary Supplement.

JOHNSON’S JOURNEY
to the Western Island of Scotland and Boswell’s Journal
of A Tour to the Hebrides with Samuel Johnson

Edited by R, W. Chapman Cloth, “Net $4.20
. India Paper, Net $5.85

The Journey and Tour are here for the first time printed in
one volume, with notes and indexes which make it easy to
pass from one narrative to the other.

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS
eAmerican Branch
35 West 32nd St His New Yotk City
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The man who would be de

A new character, a new method, a new author

Sound and Fury

6y JAMES HENLE

Goody Guthrie is American and 20th century to
the core; despite this and the fact that he is new to
American fiction, his genealogy goes back to Field-
ing’s Tom Jones. He exhibits a robustness denied
to the anaemic protagonist of so much current seri-
ous fiction; there is about him a swaggering courage,
an innate generosity that would remind the reader
of the two-gun hero of the Western thriller—were
not Sound and Fury so well and so realistically
written. :

AND THE ANTAGONIST IS Gop—as He is repre-
sented by contemporary institutions, the Church, the
State, Charity and Society. One by one Guthrie—
this man who would be “his own master, his own
judge, his own God”—is brought into conflict with
them all. $2.50

AT.FRED A. KNOPF
730 F{ftﬁ Avenue - New'?’oré

. ¥y, : 9 e, 9
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K “The Big Thing Has Been Done.
i There Is Nothing Like It” .. . ..
. .. London Observer
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These Eventful Years

The Book of the Century
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TiESE EvenTruL YEARS
tells what has happened
in the years of this century,
where the world stands to-
day, materially and spiricu-
ally, and attempts to fore-
cast the future. It asks and
answers the question: “‘Is
white civilization a broken
thing?’’ Eighty of the greatest contemporary
minds have told what has happened in every
field of endeavor; art, science, literature,
world politics. H. G. Wells, Freud, Luden-
dorff, Mme. Caurie, Sir Oliver Lodge, Philip
Snowden, Henry Seidel Canby, Charles M.
Schwab and Wellington Koo are among the
contributors.

Whar the Critics &zj

The Boston Transcript says: “‘For range of

theme, vividness of presentation and direct-

" ness of appeal to all sorts of readers this work
can look back to no parallel in literature.”’
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B Burton Rascoe in the New York World says: — ~|[*8
BAl . "'The story of the conquest of disease, the &
X annihilation of time and space, the saving and %
& prolongation of human life, the biological
2 and chemical inquiries, and discoveries as to -
K the riddle of existence is beautiful and inspir- ;3
ing, romantic and reassuring.”’

The London Morning Post says: **No work of g
9 this same size has ever appeared with such an
o\l imposing list of contributors.”’
B Wilbur Cortez Abbot in The Bookman says:
=X “‘There has not yet appeared a work which is /e
A so informing, so stimulating, and so enter-
taining as this survey of the century in which,

¢ for good and ill, we play our part in history."’

<«Tuesg EVENTFUL YEARS” will make the
ideal Christmas Gift.

The book comes in two volumes of 700 pages
cach, profusely illustrated. If your bookstore
hasn’t them in stock (most of the better book-
stores have), we will gladly send them to you
C.O0.D. for $11.50.
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single object which has absorbed his life. Two of his sons;
rebelling against the hopelessness of their life, leave him for
the gold-fields; the third, who remains with him in dogged
determination to inherit the farm, he hates; and so he marries
once more in the hope of begetting in his old age a son to whom,
as part of himself, he can leave his property without ceasing
to own it. But he has reckoned without considering the pos-
sessive instinct of the wife herself, and so between the three,
and in an atmosphere charged with hate, is fought out the
three-cornered battle for what has come to be the symbol of
earthly possessions. Love springs up between the wife and
her foster son, but in such a battle the directest win, and love,
confusing the aims of these two, dooms them to tragedy, while
to the old man is left the barrenness of lonely triumph. Unlike
the others, he has a god, the hard God who hates the easy gold
of California or the easy crops of the West, the God who
loves stumps and stones and looks with His stern favor upon

such as wring a dour life without softness and without love
from a soil barren like their souls. And this God comforts him:
“I am hard,” he says, when he learns that the baby. murdered
by its mother, is not his but his son’s: “I am a hard man and
I am alone—but so is God.”

It may with some show of reasen be objected that O’Neill’s
plays ars too crowded with incident, that the imagination of the
spectator refuses sometimes to leap with the author so quickly
from tense moment to tense moment, or to accept violence piled

80 unremittingly upon violence, and his latest play is not

wholly closed to such objection; but impetuosity is an essential
part of his nature and not likely ever to be subdued. To
those who, like the present writer, can overlook it, it brings
great compensation. “Desire Under the Elms” will be, with
one exception, the most moving play seen during the current
season. It is competently acted and Mary Morris and Walter
Huston deserve special mention. JosEPH Woop KRUTCH

& LECTURES AND

AMUSEMENTS - ﬁu

Nation Readers are invited to attend a Dinner to

NORMAN ANGELL

On Tuesday, November 25, at 6.30 P. M.
FIFTH AVENUE RESTAURANT
200 Fifth Ave., N. Y. City
The Real Meaning of the British Elections
i auspices
League for Industrial Democracy
70 Fifth Ave., N. Y. City, Chelsea 3877
Tickets, $2.50. Reserve tickets at once.

Send $1.00 to the League for 12 copies of the following 10¢ pam-
phlets: “The Challenge of War” by Norman Thomas; “The Profit
Motive in  Industry” by Professor Harry F. Ward; “How America
Lives” and “Roads to Freedom,” a syllabus, by Harry W. Laidler.

Subject:

HARRY ALLEN OVERSTREET, A.B., B.Sc.

Professor of Philosophy, College City of New York.

‘“Philosophy in Present Day Life ”

COMMUNITY CHURCH AUDITORIUM
Park Avenue and 34th Street
SIX LECTURES ] )
Thursday Evenings, Dec. 11, 18, Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, at 8:15

Course Ticket, $3.50, can be secured at the office of the Commumty
- Church, 12 Park Avenue. Single Admission, 86 cents

OPEN FORUM
Sunday, November 23rd, at 8 P. M. .
THE COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT
. AARON SAPIRO

Additional Forum Meetings will be held on November 30th, December
7th and 14th. Send in your name for amnouncements to

SOCIETY FOR ETHICAL CULTURE, 2 West 64th St., N. Y. C.
The Public is invited

DEBATE on PROHIBITION!

. CLARENCE REV. JOHN HAYNES
DARROW versss HOLMES
(Against) (For)

Chairman, Hon. Royal S. Copeland
- Sunday, December 14, 3 P. M.

Manhattan Opera House, 34th St., W. of 8th Ave. |
Tickets $1.10, 1.65, 2.20, 2.75. Box Seats $3.30.
On sale at the office of or direct by mail from
THE LEAGUE FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION
500 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. ~ (Longacre 10434-4447) -
N. B.—Out-of-towners desiring a printed stenographic report
of this debate should send us their names,

ARTHUR HOPKINS presents

"“WHAT PRICE GLORY”

A New Play by Maxwell Anderson and Laurence Stallings

PLYMOUTH THEATRE 42547, ot Bwey. Eva.8:50.

CLARENCE SCOTT

: DARROW NEARING
“Is the Human Race Worth Working For?”

Sunday afternoon, November 30, 2:30 o’clock
Town Hall, 113 West 43rd Street
Tickets on sale at Rand School 7 East 15th St., and box office, -
$1.00, $1.50, $2.00.

The Fifth Abeue
Restanrant

AN T . NN A\

EXCLUSIVELY A LUNCHEON
AND EVENING BANQUET
"RESORT ON THE GROUND
FLOOR OF THE FIFTH AVE-
NUE BUILDING, 200 FIFTH
AVENUE. TEL. GRAMERCY
4900 TO 4907 INCL.

THEODORE KEMDM, Proprictor

When writing to advertisers, please mention The Nation




Nov. 26,1924]

The Nation

[ THE FIRST TIME

IN HISTORY

‘By ANNE LOUISE STRONG
Introduction by LEON TROTSKY

~T is a pleasure to
announce: that

. what many be-

| Jieve.to be the best book
' about New Russia yet
"] written has just gone
into jts second edition.
Miss Anne Louise Strong
spent two years in Rus-
sia, travelling from end
to end of that vast coun-

g try, watching the great-

est human experiment

nomic opportunities in
Russia.

“To summarize such a
fascinating story of Rus-
sia would lessen the ex-

the surface, and a re.
newed conviction of a
purpose intelligently and
stubbornly at work, di-
rected toward the or-

The Romance of New Russia

by MAGDELEINE MARX

The most colorful and illuminating picture of life in the
Russia of today that has been published in America. A
book whose human quality will delight even those whom
the question of Russia leaves cold. $2.00

Margaret Ethel MacDonald

by J. RAMSAY MACDONALD

Carrie Chapman Catt—“Not only is it the rare tribute of
a man to his wife, of a great man to a great woman, but
perhaps. it is. the only written record of a man’s heartfelt
recognition and acceptance of the woman beside him as
his co-equal in work and life.” Mrs. Henry Goddard
Leach—“T myself have seldom, if ever, enjoyed a- biog-
raphy more.” i $2.50

Survival of Extinction
by ELISHA M. FRIEDMAN

581

A keen, scientific and thorough study of the problems of
the Jewish race, by one of the best known authorities on
the subject. Julius Drachsler, Professor of Sociology,
. College of City of New York-—*An unusually clear, vigor~
ous and frank statement of the crucial problem that Jewry
in the modern world has to face. It deserves to be read
and pondered over.” $2750

ever attempted. Her & . %tiign oi fa ey
storYf}l,S fem“f{ able : we have y::) r:ee;ny
as. a human docu- i ale
{  docu- . that is the result
ment, fasq}natlng c2nd | o reading Miss
as a narrative afn oy | Strong’s book.”
a useful_bOOk or EanIUN The Nation. )
its practical expo-
sitionr of the eco-

THOMAS SELTZER, 5 W. 50th ST., N. Y.
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A Half Hour Well-Spent

A well informed state of mind on the world’s affairs is no:
. more than a matter of half an hour’s reading.

- The Ruzsian Review

" The source of information must, however, be reliable;
- news presented must be facts not fiction; editorial' opinion
must be reasoned judgment not insinuating propaganda.

The Manchester Guardian

WEEKLY

o T i @ o i T v v O S OSSO A O R i S @ N O 1

Published semi-monthly by the
RUSSIAN INFORMATION BUREAU
1726 21st Street, N. W,, Washington, D. C.

. , 1 , m presents in compact form all the important news of the
\ Pr.mts the most recent material: on: Industry, TFrade, world without suppression or distortion of facts.
Finances, Agriculture, Legislation and Foreign Rela- Duri N hndred The Monch c
. - . . . uring more than a hundred years The Manchester Guar-
tions of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. * dion has earned a unique reputation among the world’s
ioumals for its frank and unbiased editorial opinion, no
.. ess than for the accuracy of its news,

Copy; l5c. Subscription rates: for 3 months, $1.00; o :

for six months, $2.00. " Today, in more than sixty countries, readers find' that

given a half hour of time each week The Manchester
Guardian Weekly keeps their knowledge of the world’s
affairs in repair and enables them to maintain an intelli-

First bound volume of the Russian Review, 404 pages, : C
- gent outlook on all vital matters.

including issues of Sept. 15, 1923, to Juna, 15, 1924, as
well as a comprehensive index, bound in imitation

THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN. WEEKLY,

222 West 42nd Street,

New York City.

I enclose three dollars for a year’s subscription to THE MAN-
CHESTER GUARDIAN WEEKLY, to be mailed to me direct from
Manchester, England, commencing with the current issue.

leather.
Price, $4.00.

AN NN\

The second volume of the Russian Review will appear
after December 15, 1924,

N\
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Russia’s Industrial Progress

By LEON TALMY

HE Soviet fiscal year recently ended (September 30)
was marked with a series of ups and downs. The
economic organization of the country underwent severe
trials during which the soundness and vitality of the indus-
trial policy inaugurated by the Soviet Government was put
to a serious test. At the beginining of the year the country
went through a crisis which resulted in overproduction
owing to the low demand for manufactured products. The
main cause of this crisis lay in the problem of the “shears,”
as it was graphically deseribed by Trotzky. The prices for
manufactured articles were disproportionately high as com-
pared with the prices for agricultural products. Conse-
quently the peasant population refrained from buying. The
task before the Soviet economic organization was to achieve
a decrease in the prices for industrial products and a corre-

sponding raise in the returns for the products of agricul- -

ture, so as to “close the shears” and stabilize the normal
course of the internal exchange of commodities. This could
be brought about by diminishing considerably the overhead
expenses of .production and, at the same time, expanding
. the market for agricultural products.

To what. extent this task has been achieved is shown
by the conditions which were reported at the end of the
year. Ir his report made before the plenary session of the
Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party on
October 25, L. B. Kamenev pointed out that, according to
the data of the Supreme Council of Public Economy and
the State Planning Commission, the production of all in-
dustries increased in value over the preceding year by
850,000,000 gold rubles. But, while with the lower output
of the previous year the industries had been suffering from
overproduction, the increased output in the present year
has proved. insufficient to satisfy the actual demand for
manufactured products. Especially has this been manifest
in the case of the textile industry, where by the increased
production during this year the output has been brought
up to 63 per cent of the pre-war standard.

The output of the industries for which data are avail- ‘

"able at the Central Statistical Department of the Supreme
Council of Public Economy, embracing about 80 per- cent
of the total produetion, has amounted to 1,484,000,000 rubles
in pre-war prices. This is an increase of about 80 per cent
over the output during the preceding fiscal year 1922-1928.

The industries, however, have been hampered in their .

growth to a great extent by the lack of working capital.
One of the greatest needs of the industries in Soviet Russia
is the rehabilitation of equipment which was badly worn
down during the years of civil war. According to calcula-
tions made in the Ekonomicheskaya Zhisn of October 1,
the total need of the industries during the next few years
in capital for reequipment and for the organization of new
branches of production 1s figured at 1,000,0060,000 gold
rubles.

Progress was made in the coal-mining mdustry and
in the oil industry. In the Donetz basin the amount of
coal mined reached 540,000,000 poods, which is about 100,-
000,000 poods more than the original mining program for
the year.

The oil industry yielded about 860,000,000 poods,

" which is 48,000,000 more than in the preceding year. - The

output of the oil industry has been brought, to within 75
per cent of the pre-war lével. Yet the significance of this
progress is reduced to a certain extent by the slower
growth of the heavy industries which are the chief con-
sumers ¢f fuel.

The problem of expanding the market for the agricul-
tural preduction of the Soviet Union was dealt with in con-
junction with the problem of reestablishing the foreign
trade of the country. In the fiscal year 1922-1923 ‘the
exports totaled 133,200,060 rubles, and the imports 147,000,-
000 rubles in pre-war prices. A significant detail of the -
imports is the change in their nature. In the year 1922-
1923 food products made up 48 per cent of the imports;
in 1923-1924 only 10 per cent. The bulk of the imports-
during the last year congisted of machinery and raw
materials.

The favorable balance which was shown in the foreign
trade turnover contributed materially to the success of
the monetary reform which was effected during this year

“and is. considered as the greatest economic achievement on

the road toward the complete rehabilitation of the economic
organism -of the country. As a result of this reform the
Soviet Union received a stable currency based on the cher-
vonetz. By successive degrees. the old depreciated paper
money was ‘taken out of circulation and the issue of the
new currency was made only against strong security. The
financial resources of the country have been steadily grow-
ing, as shown by the increase of money in cireulation. In
December, 1923, the total amount of currency in circulation
was 303,000,000 rubles. By the end of September thls
amount increased to about 650,000,000 rubles.

Owing to growing financial stability the Soviet Gov-'
ernment was enabied to limit the issue of currency for
budget purposes. The new budget, as announced for the
year 1924-1925, is balanced without the issue of currency.
The budget, which totals 2,091,648,000 rubles, which is 10
per cent higher than last year, is balanced with a deficit .
of 80,000,000 rubles, which will be covered by the issue of
silver and copper currency. Thus the budget is balanced,
in fact, without a deficit for the first time since the war.

A serious setback in the economic reconstruction was
the partial crop failure. Besides diminishing the material
resources of the Union it required the increase of budgei:
expenditures by 48,000,000 rubles to be used for relief in
the stricken districts. The flood in Leningrad will also
require ‘the expenditure of an extra 12,000,000 rubles.
However, the ultimate effects of the crop failure turned out
to be much less disastrous than had beer anticipated. Ac-
cording to the report of the Commissariat of Agriculture
at the recent session of the Central Executive Committee,
the total crop yield will amount to over 2,600,000,000 poods,
which is 9 per cent less than the preceding year. This
yxeld together with the reserves on hand, will not only be
suﬁicwnt to satisfy the home needs but it will leave a sur-
plus of about 100,000,000 poods’ for export purposes.

These are, in general outline, the .economic facts with
which the Soviet Union is entering the eighth year of its’
existence. In Kamenev’s report, referred to above, the
gituation is summed up as follows:

We are moving forward. The rehabilitation of the

industries, and consequently the strengthening of the social-
ist elements of our economy, has progressed. In the field



