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Rugged Portraiture 

ti' 

KENNETH BURKE 

RUBICON or THE STRIKEBREAKER. 

TH E story of a marine worker's con
version to sympathy with the Soviet 
way of life. T h e Rubicon to be 

crossed is the distinction between Bill Parker 
as a strikebreaker and Bill Parker as a solid 
member of his class. T h e parallelisms, con
trasting "before" and "after," suggest some
what the balance-sheet pattern of Thomas 
Mann's early story, Tonio Kroger, though the 
material is of course profoundly different. In 
Mann's story the two contrasted attitudes are 
Bohemian and bourgeois; in Rubicon they 
draw the contrast between the worker "on 
his own" and the worker in his group. 

Bill Parker is a stoker, who hates his job 
and finds satisfaction only in the periods of 
compensatory dissipation which are open to 
him when his ship is in port. W e have here, 
in outline, the customary Puritanic swing be
tween drudgery and distraction characteristic 
of a man whose work lacks group motivation. 
In any event. Bill has nothing but the free
dom of the port town to look forward to. 
Hence, when he arrives at Havana during a 
coalheavers' strike, and is told by the captain 
that he cannot go ashore until the boat is 
coaled, he promptly sets to work with some 

Now— 
on Broadway 

PEACE on 
EARTH Stirringr 

Anti-War 
Play 

44th Street THEATRE i!}f,̂ f̂ J„-J fJlfl? 
Eres. 8:30 P.M.—Mats. Wed. and Sat. 2:30 P.M. 

Prices: 50c to $2.50 

The Theatre Guild presents 
JOHN WEXLEY'S play 

THEY SHALL NOT DIE 
nOYAX.'E THXIAXBi;, 4Sth St. W. of Broadway 
Eves. 8:20. Mats, Thursday and Saturday, %:%0 

of the other men heaving the coal into the 
bunkers. Later we see him ashore, as the re
ward of his labors. H e meets the captain, 
drunk in a dive—and when the captain taunts 
him, they get into a fight, with the result that 
the stoker loses his job and is blacklisted. 
However, there is a Soviet boat in the harbor 
—a new hand is needed, and Bill is accepted 
for the Job, the Soviet captain having no ob
jection to a blacklisted man. 

In the course of his brawls. Bill had de
fended himself with a horseshoe. H e keeps 
this horseshoe as a trophy. I t becomes the 
fulcrum of the plot in this wise: On reach
ing Leningrad, Bill goes to live in an inter
national home for sailors, where he fraternizes 
with Communist workers and becomes imbued 
with their attitudes. H e has also come into 
contact with a capitalist lumberman who em
ploys him as an assistant. This lumberman 
attempts to sabotage a Soviet mill, since he 
will profit by a time-clause in his contract if 
delivery is delayed—but Bill recognizes his 
horseshoe as the implement that did the wreck
ing, and he exposes his employer. 

For contrasted parallels, we have such 
events as the gluttonous eating of the men 
on the first ship vs. the gusty eating of those 
on the Soviet boat; the dissipations under the 
one way of life vs. the activities in education 
and sport under the other; dismal living quar
ters vs. homelike living quarters—and, over 
all, the horseshoe. 

The play has many of those shots of ma
chinery in motion, viewed from peculiar 
angles and in abrupt sequences, at which the 
Soviet photographers are particularly apt. 
Again, there are several closeups of individual 
workers, a tradition of rugged portraiture to 
which Soviet films have brought a new un
derstanding. There are some quiet skies that 
are noteworthy, brief studies of turbulent 
water, and a few very appealing Sheeler-like 
stills that look up into the well distributed 
lines of a ship's rigging. 

ic if -k -k —Daily Neias 
. . . The Group Theatre, and Sidney 
Harmon and James R. Ultman, pre
sent Sidney Kingsley't successful play 

MEN "N WHITE 
"Exciting, touching play" 

—Atkinson, TIMES 
"Vigorous and exciting drama. Should 
be seen." —Lockridge, SUN 

n i X ' t A TkUTT TD C T Theatre West 44th St. 
D K U A L ' r I U K a l Eyes. 8:45—50c to 2.50 
Mats.: Wednesday & Saturday 2:40—50e and $2 

Extra Easter Matinee Monday April 2 

BETWEEN OURSELVES 

OUR questionnaire aslcing for criticism brought 
replies from subscribers in 38 states. Their 

occupations, in the order of frequency, are: pro
fessionals, olBce workers, industrial workers, artists, 
business people, and farmers. Of each five who 
answered, two had never read THE NEW MASSES 
before it became a weekly. It seems the subscribers 
are a very much divided camp on the question of 
pictures on the cover—31+ voted for a picture each 
issue, 186 against; most of them objected to a type 
cover for every issue (although newsstands reports 
since the "bull's-eye" cover has been used indicate 
to us that this kind of cover is of definite value.) 

Other questions: Are the various departments 
well handled?—Book reviews—^yes, 522; no, 18; 
screen—yes, 415; no, 69; music—yes, 406; no, 39; 
theatre—^yes, 462; no, 45. 

Do you buy books and attend shows as a re
sult of reading reviews?—Yes, 562; no, 46. 

Do you want more fiction?—Yes, 225, no, 306; 
poems?—yes, 237; no, 209; foreign material?—yes, 
516; no, 60; critical articles?—yes, 450; no, 78; 
Letters from America?—^yes, 490; no, 125. 

Are the editorial paragraphs informative?—Yes, 
560; no, 36; stimulating?—yes, 425; no, 40; dull?— 
yes, 27; no, 272; well written ?—yes, 415; no, 45; 
interesting?—yes, 468; no, 12; sufficiently militant? 
—yes, 453; no, 62. 

A year ago THE NEW MASSES ran a subscription 
contest in which the chief prize, a trip to the Soviet 
Union, was won by Victor Cutler of Los Angeles. 
The magazine could not at that time complete its 
part of the bargain, so Cutler did not go. The 
weekly took over this obligation, and we have just 
received word from World Tourists, Inc., that ar
rangements are completed and that Cutler will 
leave for the Soviet Union on the S.S. He de France, 
April 14. 

S. D. Mirsky, formerly Prince M-rsky, is now a 
member of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union. He is the author of Russian Literature, and 
Russia: A History. 

Genevieve Taggard teaches at ilennington Col
lege, Vermont. Her books include For Eager Lovers, 
Words For a Chisel, Travelling Standing Still, and 
a full-length study of Emily Dickinson. 

Pearl Binder is an English artist. William Siegel 
and Anton Refregier have an exhibition of their 
work at the New School for Social Research. 

Samuel Ornitz is at work on the sl|.nd half of 
his play In New Kentucky. 

GERMANY REVOLTS! 
Bead THE FIBB, by Joel Busta™ ^ _ 

TOMOBBOW, Publishers, 11 W. « St., N. Y. C. 
At Workers' Bookstores or mailed direct—.i8e. 

LENINGRAD MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 2o"*3o 

A Group Under the Leadership of 

ASHLEY PETTIS 
Well 'known authority on Soviet Music. Sailing on 
the SS Washington on May 9th, Ashley Pettis will 
lead a group of musiclovers to the Centenary of the 
composer Borodin to be held in Moscow M a y 20 
through the 29th. Symphony, soloists, opera, ballet. 

EOB DETAILS ADDBESS 

THE OPEN ROAD 56 WEST 45th STREET 
NEW TOBK CITY 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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J^OMr Tf^ip to the 

SOVIET 
U N I O N 
T H E SOVIET UNION grows in interest as the 
contrasts with our society deepen. Travel comforts 
have increased amazingly. Travel services purchased 
in America before sailing cost no more than before the 
dollar went ojf gold. This is a good year to visit 
Soviet Russia. 

T H E OPEN ROAD offers special facilities in the 
Soviet Union-based on years of experience, resident 
representation and friendly relations with key individ
uals and institutions. Service to groups and those 
traveling on their own. 

Details on Applicatian 

THE OPEN ROAD 
(Dept. of Soviet Travel) 

56 West 45th Street NEW YORK 
Chicago Representative: 

S. Jesmer, 203 South Dearborn Street 

Cooperating with Intourist 

FOR ACCURATE I N F O R M A T I O N A B O U T T H E LATEST 
DEVELOPMENTS I N EVERY H E L D OF 

S O O A U S T CONSTRUCTION, READ 

SOVIET RUSSIA 
TODAY 

C O N T E N T S OF APRIL ISSUE: 

SOCIALIZED MEDICINE IN SOVIET RUSSIA 
by Lewellys Barker of Johns Hopkins University 

THE CONQUEST OF THE SOVIET ARCTIC 
by Listen M. Oak 

THE NEGRO I K THE U.S.S.R. 
by Dr. Reuben S. Young 

SOVIET MUSIC 
Ashley Pettis 

TWELVE POINTS OF JAPAN'S PROGRAM 
by John Loeb 

Soviet Scene—News Briefs from the Soviet Union 

Articles and stories and book reviews by 
Myra Page AUce Withrow Field M. Stolar 

Charles Recht Bonchi Friedman 

FIFTY PHOTOS OF SOVIET LIFE 

S O V I E T R U S S I A T O D A Y 
80 East 11th St., New York, N . Y. 

Here is one dollar for which please send your magazine for 
one year to: 

Name - „ 

Address..— „„ 

WHICH NATIONS WILL BE 
THE MOST PROSPEROUS 

3 years from now? 
The correct answer may well be of great value t o the internationally 
minded business man and to the foresighted investor. Judged by the 
record since 1929, as shown in the chart, and by the current trend, 
the Soviet Union is certain to become an even more important 
economic factor among the nations of the world than i t is today. 
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VOLUME OF INDUSTBIAt PRODUCTION (per cent of pre-war level) 

The Soviet Union already has displaced the other leading powers as 
an industrial producer, and now stands second only to the United 
States. Most of the progress shown in the chart has been made since 
1928, and has coincided with the investment of 50 billion roubles in 
wealth producing projects under the First Five Year Plan. Successful 
as tha t plan was, the Second Five Year Plan, now under way, involves 
the investment of 133 billion roubles, and calls for a 115% further 
increase in industrial production by 1937. 

MANY CONSERVATIVE INVESTORS 
with knowledge of these facts are 
purchasing the 7% Gold Bonds 
of the U. S. S. R. Here is a bond 
whose principal and interest pay
ments are based upon a fixed 
quantity of gold and are payable 
in American currency a t the pre
vailing rate of exchange. Holders 
are thus protected against loss 
resulting from possible further 
reduction in the gold content of 
the dollar. 

These bonds are offered a t par 
and accrued interest in denomi

nations of 100 and lOOO gold rou
bles. (A gold rouble contains 
0.774234 grams of pure gold.) 
Interest is paid quarterly a t the 
Chase National Bank of New 
York. 

The State Bank of the U. S. 
S. R., with a gold reserve in the 
note issue department of $704 
million, agrees to repurchase 
these bonds on demand of the 
holder a t par and accrued inter
est a t any t ime after one year 
from date of purchase. 

Send ior circular K-S for ivXl iniormatUm about these bonda 

Soviet American Securities Corp. 
30 Broad Street • New York 

LENIN—FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 

OUR LENIN 
by RUTH SHAW and HARRY ALAN POTAMKIN 

65 Drawings by William Siegel 

Here are outstanding events in the life and work of a great 
revolutionary leader, written into a vivid narrative that boys 
and girls of all ages will understand and enjoy. C Boyhood 
days in the country, leadership of the 1905 revolution, vie 
torious October—^these dramatic episodes in Lenin's Ufe are 
skillfully interwoven into'the lives of a city textile workers' 
child and a peasant lad. C Here is the essence of "Leninism" 
for youngsters. Price: cloth, $1.50; boards, $0.95 

AN INTERNATIONAL BOOK 
Write Its for a full descriptive catalogue; send us the names amd 
addresses of friends who are interested in <mr type of hooks. 

INTERNATIONAL 
381 F O U R T H A V E N U E 

PUBLISHERS 
N E W YORK, N . Y. 
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BOTH FOR $5! 
THE CQMING STRUGGLE for POWER 

JOHN STRACHEY'S great book, hailed throughout the world as the most bril
liant, fascinating, logical exposition of the present capitalist crisis and an illuminat
ing forecast of the way out to a new Socialist world through Communism. It is also 
an-absorbing personal record of how one leading intellectual came to Communism 

THE NEW MASSES FOR ONE YEAR 
America's only revolutionary weekly—52 issues bringing you the finest political, 
cultural and economic articles, art and literary criticism, news interpretation, writ

ten by foremost writers, illustrated by outstanding artists 

lOc ,./ FEBRUARY 20, 1934 

MARCH i 3, 193 4 
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A GENUINE 
BARGAIN! 

Usual price of the book $3.00 

/oc 1 Subscription to New Masses... 3.50 

Total $6.50 

Special offer for both .....$5.00 

You Save ^1.50 

ACT QUICKLY I We have only a limited 
number of Strachey's great and vital book. 
This is your opportunity to get it at a great 
saving with a year's subscription to the 
NEW MASSES. 

SEND COUPON TODAY! 

NEW MASSES, 31 East 27th St., N. Y. C. 

Please enter my subscription to T H E NEW MASSES 

for one year and send me (postpaid) a copy of John 
Strachey's book, The Coming Struggle for Power. 
I enclose $5 in full payment for both. 

NAME i. 

STREET ADDRESS-

CITY AND ST ATE.„ 
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