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show in town is Boy Meets Girl by Sam 
and Bella Spewack. 

Well, Ham Fish making a speech is funny. 
I grant you that. Herbert Hoover breaking 
out into wisecracks is something to consider. 
But Ham and Herb together, as an act, 
couldn't begin to approach Willie and Eugene 
Howard. This is going to be a hell of a 
country under fascism. I 'm warning the 
nation. You can get into these things with
out considering the consequences and then 
you're stuck. W h a t you have is a President 
whose first name is Alf and any amusement 
program headed by Eddie Dowling. Instead 
of the Marx Brothers, you have a return of 
Mary Pickford with her friend God. After 
you have tried God, you are likely to wish 
that you had Harpo back chasing a dame 
from one end of a boat to another, complete 
with leers, ogles and compound depravity. 

In any event, I Take M y Stand. Where 
the M a r x Bros, go, there go I . If they want 
to form a little organization of their own 
known as the Whi te Shirts, with collars at
tached, I 'm with them. If they retire, I re
tire. I, offer^ it as a program for the coun
try. At least as a warning. Pause a minute 
for thought, America, before allowing the 
operators to change reels. 

Two Dostoyevskis 

I F C O L U M B I A P I C T U R E S were wise 
they would not have risked comparison 

of their version of Dostoyevski's Crime and 
Punishment, directed by Josef von Sternberg, 
with the French version (Cinema de Paris) , 
directed by Pierre Chenal. They might have 
obtained the American rights to Crime et 
Chatiment just as the 20th Century Produc
tions did with the French version of Les 
Miserables and prevented its release. 

T o say that the von Sternberg film suffers 
by the comparison is to put it very gently. 
I t isn't Dostoyevski, of course; but it isn't 
even decent showmanship. I t is a pompous, 
self-conscious and false movie. T h e director 
has reduced the Dostoyevski novel to an un
successful second-rate detective film. T h e 
murder is unmotivated and Peter Lorre as 
Raskolnikof becomes a conventional killer 
who does away with an old hag. H e goes 
around leaving all sorts of stupid clues. Por-
firy as played by Edward Arnold is not the 
learned jude d'instruction who in Russia of 
1865 combined the roles of police magistrate, 
Chief of Police and District Attorney, but a 
Hollywood version of the Inspector from 
Scotland Yard or a Washington G-Man. 

Von Sternberg has attempted to "universal
ize" the story by costuming the characters 
in contemporary sartorial splendor and using 
contemporary sets with the advertising photo
graphers' version of artistic lighting, thus 
localizing it as a pseudo-high-grade melo
drama with a pat moralistic theme. In its 
superficiality it is surprisingly complete, even 
to the musical score, which is used uncrea-
tively with no relation to the novel and con
sists of standard murder-mysterioso motifs 

with a spattering of Beethoven's Fifth. And 
Marian Marsh looks more like Marlene Die
trich in The Devil is a Woman than a St. 
Petersburg prostitute. 

On the other hand Crime et Chatiment 
while it doesn't contribute anything new to 
the cinema is an honest attempt to transfer 
Dostoyevski's novel to the screen. In that it 
is certainly successful. Raskolnikof is the an
archistic student who is forced to leave his 
studies (in the von Sternberg version he 
graduates with honors) because of his ex
treme poverty; he is the Raskolnikof who 
plots the murder of the miserly money lender 
with great precision, suddenly loses his nerve 
when confronted by the sister of the mur
dered money lender and is compelled to kill 
her, too. (This second murder is elimi
nated in the American version.) Pierre 
Blanchar does a splendid job as the sickly 
wild-eyed student who "killed a vile noxious 
insect and an old pawnbroker woman, of 
use to no one! . . . Killing her was an 
atonement for forty sins. She was sucking 
the life out of the poor people." 

This is no detective story and Harry 
Bauer as Porfiry is no wise detective. H e 
is a "man of heart and conscience." H e 
solves the crime because he understands Ras
kolnikof. Arthur Honegger has composed a 
brilliant musical score which Pierre Chenal 
has used to the greatest advantage to intensify 
the action. I t is never the literal commen
tary of the score in the von Sternberg film. 

As good as the French film is, it is re
grettable that the French director failed to 
reproduce the social and physical aspects of 
St. Petersburg of 1865. T h e exterior sets 
strike the only false note in the film. 

P E T E R E L L I S . 

BE FAMOUS FOR A NIGHT 
at the 

FAMOUS CHARACTERS 

COSTUME PARTY 
H B T W O O D B B O r N 
IntToduclns 
"INFAMOUS INTERVIEWS" 
by Harold Johnsrud 
Albert Bern 
Emanuel Elsenberg 
COSTUMES judged by 

Margaret Bourke-White 
Phil Bard A. Redfield 

William Gropper 
DANCING T I M . D A W N 

Friday 
DEC. 20 
IRVING 
PLAZA 

50c 
Auspices: 

John Reed Club 
School of Art 

• Natural Foods 
AS N A T U R E I N T E N D E D 
We use nothing but fresh vegetables 
—fresh fruits—fresh dairy products 
and fresh fish, scientificaUy prepared 

LUNCHEON 40c DINNER 60c 

FARMFOOD 
VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT 

87 West S3nd Street 110 Wes t M t h Street 
• 142 West 49tli Street 

• After theater snacks — Open Sundays 
Banauets and Parties Accommodated 

NEW MASSES 

Between Ourselves 
WE H A V E just received the follow

ing letter and we are glad to throw 
a spotlight on it here: 

To THE NEW MASSES: 
Within the past week the Theater Union has 

received a deluge of letters, telephone calls, and 
messages from friends, asking us to "do some
thing" about Albert Bein's Let Freedom Ring. 
We are happy to announce that we have been 
doing something, and that on Tuesday Night, 
December 17, Let Freedom King will open in 
the Civic Repertory Theater, with its original 
company, under our management. Since we are 
taking over the production on short notice, we 
shall need every bit of support that the press, 
unions, organizations and individuals can give 
us. We urge all those who missed this fine play 
uptown to come to see it at once at Theater 
Union prices. 

THE THEATER UNION. 

Last week T H E N E W MASSES urged the 
immediate revival of Let Freedom Ring. By 
rescuing the play, the Theater Union gives 
proof of its own alertness and does a great 
service to the many thousands who want to 
see a fine labor drama. 

In response to many requests from readers 
we are reprinting in pamphlet form Robert 
Forsythe's article, " T h e World Gone Mad ," 
which appeared last September 27 in T H E 
N E W M A S S E S . An edition of 100,000 has 
been ordered, and the first supply will be 
in our hands within three or four days. T h e 
pamphlet will be put on sale at 2 cents a 
copy, and at a lower price when ordered in 
quantity. Readers who are able to take 
these pamphlets for distribution are asked 
to communicate with our business depart
ment. 

T h e new magazine, combining Anvil and 
Partisan Review, of which Alan Calmer 
writes, will be published in January. T h e 
first number will contain contributions by 
John Dos Passos, Newton Arvin, Waldo 
Frank, Carl Van Doren, as well as hitherto 
unpublished authors. Calmer is one of the 
editors, 

John L . Spivak's article next week con
tinues his revelations about Fascist Italy. 
" I I Duce's Labor Racket," throws light on 
the character of labor "unions" in a fascist 
state, the story being told in an interview 
with the head of Mussolini's department for 
"unions." 

Sales of T H E N E W MASSES improve on 
newsstands when the magazine and the 
posters it furnishes dealers are prominently 
displayed. Readers are urged, when buying 
copies of T H E N E W M A S S E S from news
dealers, to suggest that good display be given 
to the magazine, which will also help the 
newsdealers since they will increase their 
sales. Friends of the magazine are invited 
to write us of their efforts and successes 
along these lines. 
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R E S T OR R E C R E A T I O N 
Blue Mountain Lodge provides the answer with splendid sporta 
__ facilitiea, eozy accommodations, and congenial oomimpy. 

New taai service from Sronas Bulufajf DAILY 
One VHHf 51.00 • Round trip $1.50 • Phme E8 8-5141 

Non-lioHday; Two ( t t A 
\Veok-ends Days v-*-" 

(including transpor- ^tCL 
tation &3 abore) Day ^^ 

CAMP NITGEDAIGET 
ON T H E H UDSON BEACON, N. Y. 

Hote l Accommodat ions — Great Al t i tude 
Hzcel lent Food — Cul tura l Aetiyi t ies 
All Spo r t s — A n d L o t s of F u n 

$15.00 F E B W E E K 
$3.7S P e r D a y 

• 
Cars leave da i ly 10:30 A. M. from 2700 B r o n x 
P a r k E a s t , N. T . Centra l t r a i n s t o Beacon. 
Te l . : Beacon 731. Ci ty Offices BS 8-1400. 

C H R I S T M A S E X H I B I T I O N 
Oils — Water Colors 

Original Etchings at $5.00 
THE ART MART 

SOS E i g h t h Ave., a t SSth Street , N e w T o r k 
MezzanJao rioor Sachs Quality Furniture, Inc. 

F r e e Xec ta re — F r i d a y , December 13 — 8 :S0 
LEWIS C. DANIEL—Grapliic Arts 

Hours: 9:30 A. M.—6:38 P. M. 

DR. A. SHUYER 
O P T O M E T R I S T 

20 l E A B S O F 
S F K V T fj l** I 

31 Onion So., W., N.Y.C. (at IStli St.) ALgonguin 4-7860 

YPEWRITERS 
all mates including 

Yiddish and Russian 
Rentals latest models immediate delivery special rates 
306 B r o a d w a y N E W YORK CITY 

TYTELL TYPEWRITER CO. 
Tel. CO 7-966S 

TYPEWRITERS 
N E W a n d R E B U I L T 
Guaranteed—Lowest Prices 

Quickest Service 
S O L D a n d R E N T E D 

Underwoods, Reming tons , Boya l s , L. C. Smi ths 
a n d all o the r mal ies sold, rented, bought , r e 
pa i red , exchanged. Rebu i l t and refinlshed. 
Guaranteed for one year , t h e s a m e a s n e w 
machines. Also Russ i an a n d Yiddish machines . 

J. E. ALBRIGHT & CO. 
823 BROADWAY N E W YOBK C I T Y 

(Between 12th a n d 13th Streets) 
Es tab l i shed 1896 A L g o n g u i n 4-4828 

NEW CHINA Cafeteria 
848 BROADWAY Near 14th STREET 

100% P N I O N S H O P 

:-: Open Day and Night :-: 

JOHN'S RESTAURANT f 
P o p u l a r P r i ce s I , nncb a n d D inne r 

P r i v a t e D i n i n g B o o m s for P a r t i e s 
302 EAST I2tl! STREET TO. 6-9554 

'^jmnsKUUenomhMi' 

ETHIOPIA and ITALY 
by EMILE BURNS 

A noted British Marxian political writer (author of "A Handbook 
of Marxism,") explains the economic motives of Italy's expan' 
sionist drive and relates it to world imperialist rivalries. 

225 pages, with folding map, ^1.25 

Write for complete caialogtte to 

INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHERS 
38f Fourth Avenue New York, N. Y. 

C L A S S I F I E D A D S - ~ 3 0 cents a line 
RESORTS 

A D B U G H T F U l H I D E A W A Y in t h e m o u n t a i n s 
inv i t ing people of bet ter t as te . Excel lent table , sola-
r i u m s , seasonable spor t s . L i b r a r y , muslcale , open 
fireplaces. 

CHBSTBBS ' ZUNBAEG 
W o o d b o n m e , N . Y. F a l l s b u r g h , aF2Z 

A Cozy Retreat in the Pines 
M I I . I < A B D ' S 

Offers Choice Accommodat ions . Delicious Meals. 
Moderate Rates . 

801 C L I F T O N AVENUE 
LAKBWOOD, N E W J E R S E Y 

P h o n e : Lakewood 216-W 

When in LAKEWOOD spend a memorable vacation at 
H O T E l B O Y A I - B 

A rendezvous of old fr iends . . . Comrader ie . . . 
P ro le t a r i an Env i ronment . . . Excel lent Cuisine . . . 

Special Kates t o "New Masses" Readers 
SONIA G E t B A P M ANNA B B O F D B 

708 Pr ince ton Ave., I-akewood, N . J . 
Telephone: I iakewood 1146 

D B . CHASE'S H E A I T H - E E S T for vacat ion and con
valescence. An ideal resor t for win te r and summer . 
Modern up- to -da te house. Best food. Old Nyaelc T u r n -
plke, S p r i n g Valley, N. T . P h o n e S p r i n g Valley 924 
o r City, Hote l Stanford, 43 W. 32nd St . M E 3-1480. 

P I N E P A B K H O T E L . F o r m e r l y Shildlcrants. H i g h 
l a n d F a l l s , N. T . Nea r B e a r Mounta ins . 

SKATING, B A I N OB S H I N E 
50 miles f rom N e w Tor i j Ci ty . Wonderful meals . 

H igh-e las s clientele. Reasonable r a t e s 
Telephone, H i g h l a n d F a l l s 340 or 923 

AVANTA F A R M , U L 8 T E B P A B K , N. Y., i s r e a d y t o 
accommodate w o r k e r s for ho l idays for | 2 . p e r d a y ; 
$12 p e r week. 

ROOMS FOR RENT 
BBAUTIFUI/ I -Y furnished l iv ing room and alcove. 
S tudio w i n d o w and fireplace. P h o n e 9:30 t o 5 
ALgonqnln 4-1372. 

B E A r T I F U L L A B G B STUDIO. Congenial comradely 
a tmosphere . Reasonable . 925 Wes t E n d Ave., Ap t . s -N 
a 0 5 t h St.) A c a d e m y g-6438 

F C B N I S H B D BOOM, wi th small p r iva te fami ly In 
Brooklyn . All Improvements , convenient t r a n s p o r t a 
t ion . $15 month . Call P res iden t 4-5132, o r wr i t e c /o 
N e w Masses. 

P L E A S A N T , comfortably furnished room In vi l lage 
completely pr iva te . $25. Miller, 13 Char les Street , 
t op floor. 

BOOM—real home for congenial woman wi th single, 
professional woman in modern apa r tmen t . All con
veniences. $4.50 weekly. W r i t e t o B o x 1347, New 
Masses. 

ROOMS WANTED 
YOUNG MAN, 27, w a n t s furn ished room, reasonable , 
p r i v a c y ; wi l l ing t o s h a r e expenses of es tabl i shed 
apa r tmen t , Bk lyn H e i g h t s o r Manha t t an . W r i t e t o 
B o x 1348, New Masses. 

BUSINESS G I B t , w a n t s t o s h a r e a p a r t m e n t w i th g i r l 
o r room wi th family. W r i t e g iv ing fal l pa r t i cu l a r s . 
Box 1349, New Masses. 

RUSSIAN ARTS AND GIFTS 
I iABGE SEIJECTIit)N of peasan t s handicra f t s from 
U.8.S.B. Linens , blouses, shawls , s l ippers , toys , a n d 
novelt ies. 109 E . 14th St., 1122 6th Avenue, MU 2-6327. 

DENTIST 
B A B E O P P O B T U N I T Y TO BUY up- to -da te m o d e m 
egolpped denta l office wi th res ident ia l facilities. Lo
cated i n selective s t ree t of Manha t t an . L o n g e s t a b 
l ished p rac t i ce a m o n g sympa th i ze r s In revolu t ionary 
movement . Mus t sell Immedia te ly fo r reasonable offer. 
Leav ing New York. S3S E a s t 79th St . BUtterfleld 
8-7894. 

BOOKS 
"AS A MBMBBB of the old-Masses committee, I had 
t h e h o n o r of k n o w i n g J a c k Reed. I have read 'One 
of Us—The S to ry of J o h n Reed' by Granvil le Hicks .* 
I was thr i l led t o l ive aga in t h a t s t o r m y per iod in t h e 
h i s t o r y of t h e American Revolu t ionary movement . 
L y n d W a r d ' s l i t hog raphs add power t o t h i s d r ama t i c 
s to ry . E v e r y reader of t h e old Masses and t h e new 
shou ld read 'One of U s . ' " R o b e r t L . Leslie. 

* Pub l i shed b y E q u i n o x Cooperat ive P r e s s , Inc . , 
444 Madison Avenue, N e w York. $2.00 

PLAY TABLE-TENNIS 
P L A Y T A B L E - T E N N I S (Ping-Pomg) a t t h e Broad
w a y Table Tennis Cour t s , 1721 Broadway , bet . 54th-
55th Sts . , N. T. C. One flight u p . E x p e r t i n s t r u c t i o n ; 
open from noon t i l l 1 A. M. Tel. COl. 5-9088. 

LECTURES 
LABOR P A R T Y SYJIPOSIUM. F r i d a y . DEC. 20. 
Speake r s : B ingham and Budenz. Prospec t Center, 
1157 So. Blvd., B ronx . J A N . 3 , Verne Smith—U.S.8.B. 
TODAY. 

E D W I N SBAVEE, a u t h o r and cri t ic , will d iscuss " T h e 
Novel ," s to rm center of cr i t icism. Monday, Dec. 16, 
8:30 p . m. . Hotel Delano, 108 West 43rd St. Adm. 35c. 
Ausp ices : League of American W r i t e r s . 

AMPLIFIERS TO RENT OR SALE 
F O B M E E T I N G S , DANCES or Symphonic Concerts . 
Hlgh-f ldel i ty equipment , r ecords and microphone. 
$5.00 pe r evening. Whi te . SU 7-0207. 

ART EXHIBITION 
E X H I B I T I O N O F HUGO G E L L E E T ' S or iginal l i th
ographs . W o r k s by Bard , Dehn, Gropper , J o n e s and 
American A r t i s t s ' Congress Portfol io. A.C.A. Gallery. 
58 W. 8th Street 

LANGUAGES TAUGHT 
Modern—BUSSIAN—Taug-ht 

New Rules and usages. Tour i s t Conversat ional 
Course. MISS ISA WILGA, 457 Wes t 67th Street , N e w 
York Ci ty . COlnmbns S-8450. 

ORANGES FOR SALE 
S W E E T , JUICY, sun-r iped on t rees . Delivered ex
p re s s prepaid , $3.50 bushel basket . Grapefrui t , $3.50. 
Tanger ines . $3.75. Mixed frui t , $3.50. A. M. B n r k e t , 
Sebr lng , F l o r i d a . 

RESTAURANT 
P A T B O N I Z E A W O B K B E S ' I N S T I T U T I O N 

New Hea l th Center Cafeteria 
F r e s h food. P ro le ta r i an pr ices 

50 B a s t 13th Street W o r k e r s Center 

ELECTROLYSIS 
M E N AND WOMEN, superfluous h a i r on face and 
o the r p a r t s of t h e body pe rmanen t ly removed b y 
electrolysis. Persona l service. Quick resu l t s g u a r 
anteed. My method endorsed b y p rominen t phys ic ians . 
W i n give t r ea tmen t to unemployed free every F r i d a y 
from 1 to 4, Char les Landis , 171 W. 71st Street, a t 
B roadway . B N 2-9150. 

STATIONERY 
P E B S O N A L STATIONBBY wi th y o u r n a m e and 
addres s p r in t ed on wh i t e Hammermi l l Bond. 20© 
sheets (size 6 x 7)—100 envelopes—one do l la r pos tpaid . 
Send currency, cheek or money o rde r t o Ind iv idua l 
Le t t e r s , 121 Wes t 42nd Street , N . Y. 

LAUNDRY 
L O W E S T P E I C E S I N CITY. Fu l l l is t on request . 
S t r ic t ly hand-work . Bachelor Service. Call and de
l iver in Manha t t an . 10% t r i a l d iscount t o New Masses 
readers . Greenvrich Village P r i v a t e H a n d L a n n d r y , 
14 W a s h i n g t o n P lace E a s t , S P r i n g 7-S769. 
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