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Art 
Joe Jones 

C OMMUNISM, as we all know, is im
ported. While Hearst calls for the 

mobilization of the country's armed forces to 
repel the Red Menace at the city's gates, 
Thomas Benton talks and writes columns 
of words to prove that Communism is so 
utterly foreign to the American temperament 
that it cannot possibly take hold here—at 
least not in the Middle West. Unfortu
nately for the Bentons, Cravens and other 
varieties of jingoists, the red virus seems to 
crop up everywhere. Right in the heart of 
this same Middle West, for instance. This 
supposedly immune section of the country, 
which should by their theories breed only 
good staunch unquestioning patriots, turns 
up a Joe Jones.^ 

Born and reared in St. Louis, Jones 
learned the trade of house painter from his 
father, and at the age of fourteen was help
ing to support himself and his family. He 
earned his living as a journeyman painter 
until "enforced leisure" provided him with 
more time to devote to study and painting 
(he has never had an art school training). 
Jones is no new-comer to the art world. 
Although quite young (twenty-six), he is 
well known in the Middle West, where his 
original talent has been recognized in nu
merous prizes, awards and mural commis
sions. He attracted wide attention about a 
year ago for his "Court-House" mural, a 
coUectively-planned-and-executed work which 
aroused a storm of protest from St. Louis's 
reactionaries, who tried to evict him and his 
class from their working quarters.^ Particu
larly did they resent his insistence upon fair 
treatment of and no discrimination against 
Negroes, numbering about half the class. 
Jones and his co-workers had to fight off 
vigilante gangs bent on destroying the mural 
and beating up the artists. By arousing 
various workers' organizations (Unemployed 
Councils, John Reed Club, Y.C.L., etc.) to 
their defense they were able to defeat the 
local fascists. Jones has come by his Com
munism as naturally as he has come by the 
normal heritage of the average worker, man
ual or intellectual, today—that is, through in
security, unemployment, class justice and the 
terrific struggle for existence. His art is a 
living expression of his participation in this 
struggle and grows organically out of the 
environment and the people he knows. Mcyric 
Rogers, director of the St. Louis Art Mu
seum, has described it succinctly in the fore
word to the catalog: 

He paints what he has lived with and among 
and knows in so living. 

The stuff of America is deep in these 

pictures. Jones loves his country and his 
people, and has written his feeling for them 
into honest paintings. You will find here 
none of the slick waxen lies of a Grant 
Wood prettying up the Middle West in 
overmantel pictures for drawing rooms. 
When Jones paints a landscape it is a 
straightforward, honest observation ("Red 
Earth," "Wheat"). But he does not stop 
at simply giving a faithful visual report. It 
is when he adds a class-conscious mind to a 
trained hand and eye, that he achieves his 
most significant expression. It is in his por
trayals of the important aspects of the life 
of his people, the working class, that we 
find the measure of Joe Jones. In his im
pressive panel "The New Deal" he has 
strikingly dramatized the meaning of the 
N.R.A. for the workers. (Compare this 
architectonic composition with the St. Vitus-
like chaos which pervades the form and con
tent of Benton's murals.) "Roustabouts" 
has a fine mural quality, and achieves dra
matic intensity from the excellent character
ization—a skillfully conceived portrayal of 
Negro exploitation. Anyone who knows the 
Mississippi levee will recognize the truth of 
this pictorial statement. (Again, compare 
this painting with Benton's patronizing atti
tude toward the Negro, whom he views as a 
picturesque "native," in his crap-shooters, 
holy-roller meetings, etc.) In "Demonstra
tion" and "We Demand," Jones has given 
effective expression to the increasingly mili
tant fight of the organized working class. 
Particularly in the latter, I believe, he has 
created one of the most powerful canvases 
in the whole group. Plastic distortion is used 
so skillfully here (it is hardly noticeable at 
first glance) that one is struck by an increas
ing intensity of the total effect. 

In this group of splendid paintings Jones 
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gives eloquent testimony to the growing vital
ity of revolutionary art, which is as inex
haustibly fertile as the working mass of hu
manity, from which it stems and derives 
sustenance. 

STEPHEN ALEXANDER. 

Between Ourselves 

AN N O U N C E M E N T of the prize win
ner and publication of the prize essay 

in the Students' Essay Contest will be made 
in T H E N E W MASSES next week. The prize, 
$ioo, was contributed by Ruth Fitch Boyd, 
in memory of her husband, Thomas Boyd. 
Corliss Lamont, Henry Hart and Granville 
Hicks were the judges in the contest, which 
closed May lo. 

A special five-week course in Current 
Events, sponsored by the Friends of the Chi
cago Workers School and the Friends of 
NEW MASSES, is being held every Friday 
night 7 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. (May 17 
through June 14) at the Chicago Workers 
School, 505 S. State Street. Hugo Folliard 
is the instructor. 

New Masses Lectures 
Friday, May 24—A. B. Magil, "The Truth About 

Father Coughlin," 8:00 P.M., Hillhouse High 
School, New Haven, Conn. Auspices: New Haven 
Branch American League Against War and Fascism. 

Friday, May 2/—Michael Gold, "Culture Under 
Fascism," 8:30 P.M., 683 Allerton Ave., Bronx, 
N. Y. Auspices: Allerton Workers Club. 

Sunday, May 26—A. B. Magil, "I Interview 
Father Coughlin," 8:30 P.M., 1813 Pitkin Ave., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Auspices: American Youth Club. 

Wednesday, May 29—A.. B. Magil, "Truth About 
Father Coughlin," 8 P.M. High School of Com
merce, State St., Springfield, Mass. Auspices: Amer
ican League Against War and Fascism. 

COOKE'S STORAGE 
WAREHOUSE—EST. 1869 

209-11 East 125 Street 
P R I V A T E R O O M S — $3.50 up 

Comradely Treatment Assured 
Telephone: HARLEM 7-1053—2235 

THE THEATRE OF ACTION (Formerly Workers Laboratory Theatre) presents 

PARK THEATRE 
O N C O L U M B U S C I R C L E 

Eva. SslO—Mats. Sat. 2:4C 
PrIOM: All Pwformanew 25c to $1.10 
CM R. Rammelkamp ST 9-1821 

for redneed rateg for 
BtneM Thtatre ParUea 

NEW MASSES Benefit 
FRIDAY EVE May 3 1 

THE YOHHC 
conmT A 

drama of 
the CCC 
camps 

1 A. C. A. Gallery, 52 West 8th St., New York. 
2 See article by Orrick Johns, "St. Louis Artists 

Win," in March 6, 1934 issue of T H E NEW MASSES. 

WEDNESDAY 

MAY 29fh 
9 P.M. sharp 

OBANB BAJLI.BOOM: 
HOTEL DELANO 
lOS West 43rd Street, N. Y. 

Ticket*: 
Forty Cent* 

Single Admission 
Seventy Cents 

Per Couple Itn Advance) 
at 

WOKKERS BOOKSHOP 
SO East ISth St., N. Y. C. 

ALL OUT 
FOB THB 

YOUTH DAY BALL 
Auapien: ASSOCIATED YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 
M I D N I G H T F L O O R S H O W 

GBOITF THEATBi: :-: THEATBE! of ACTION 
J. Edward Bromberg Special Program 
Morris Camovsky of 
Jules Garfield Songs 

DANCING: From 9 F. M. to 3 A. M. 
ELEVEN-PIECE ROYAL SAVANNAHAN'S ORCHESTRA 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
30c a line 

6 words in a line 3 lines minimum 

SUMMER RESORTS 
A OEIiIGHTFUI- hide-away in the mountains invit
ing people of better taste. Wholesome food, delightful 
companionship, outdoor sports. Open all year. 

CHESTER'S ZUNBABG 
Woodboume, N. Y. Tel. Fallsbursr 21" 22 
AVANXA FARM, TOSTEB PARK, NEW TOBK. 
Workers' Besting Place. Fresh milk and all farm 
products. Quiet, bathing, comradely atmosphere. 
Price $12.00 per week, $2.00 per day, $7-$10 for 
children. 

10 A.M. boat W. 42nd St., or"l0:20 W. 129th St. to 
Poughkeepsie, ferry to Highland, 3:20 P.M. train 
Saturdays and 3:45 dally to Ulster Park. Eound-trip 
total $2.71. 9W Route for car. 
DISCOVER THE PINE PARK, a choice vacation re
treat noted for Its picturesque setting amidst pine 
tree forests and the very finest in foods; sports facil
ities. Special rates to readers of New Masses. 
THE PINE FARK.I/ake Huntington (Sull. Co.), N. T. 

Phone Xake Huntington 2. 

CHILDREN'S CAMP 
JACK & SXISh CAMP offers to a limited group of 
children (ages 3-10) ideal camp life, 200 acres land, 
3 buildings (latest improvements), bathing on prem
ises, excellent well-balanced diet, experienced coun
sellors, individual care. City tel., Olinville 5-0162. 

TREE TOPS, in Beautiful Croton Hills near Croton 
Kiver. Most adequately arranged, educational equip
ment, conducted by trained experienced person. Very 
best diet. Motherly care. 

Season June 1 to Labor Day, also all-year round 
or Limited Group 3 to 10 years. Highest reference 
given. Information, call Croton 683; write Box No. 
1304, New Masses. 

ROOMS 
OOIiOBFtrii, airy room; comfortable; with young 
couple. Use piano, books, kitchen. Near river, park, 
20 minutes Times Square. $3 week. Box 1803, New 
Masses. 
UNUSrAIiliT ATTRACTIVE room, every improve-
ment. Single, reasonable. Call OLI 2-7108, 2260 Olin
ville Ave., Apt. B36. Not Sunday. 

APARTMENTS-SUBLET 
FURNISHED, 2-room, kitchenette, refrigeration, ac
commodates 4. 170 2nd Ave., Apt. 7C. Sublet July I t o 
Sept. 15. $45.00 • 
OHABMINGIiY FURNISHED outside 2-room apart
ment sublet at sacrifice to right party. Near all 
transportation. Call mornings, WAshlngton Heights 
7-9714. 

RUSSIAN TAUGHT 
RUSSIAN TAUGHT. Simplified method. Special con
versational course for tourists has been very success
ful. Miss Isa Wilga, 457 W. 67th St. COlnmbng 5-8450, 
New York City. 
RUSSIAN CI.AS8ES conducted in Village by native 
young man. Moscow method. Very reasonable. 
Box 1301. New Masses. 

LAUNDRY 
XOWEST PRICES IN CITY. Full list on request. 
Strictly hand-work. Bachelor Service. Call and de
liver in Manhattan. 10 percent trial discount to 
New Masses readers. Greenwich Village Private Hand 
Jjanndry, 14 Washington Place East. SPring 7-S769. 

RECORDED MUSIC 
innnAfl <>* f"̂  finest records in the world on sale at 
1VV,VVV 60e and 75c per record (value $1.50 & $2). 
The Symphonies, Chamber Music, Operas, etc., of 
BACH, BEETHOVEN, BRAHMS, MOZAET, WAGNER, 
etc. MAIL ORDERS, CATALOGUE. 

THE GRAMOPHONE SHOP, INC. 
18 East 48th Street New York City, N. Y. 

HELP WANTED ~ 
ADVERTISING SAIiESMAN—-Must have either news
paper or magazine experience, good contacts and 
agency connections; capable selling large accounts. 
Write giving experience, connections and references. 
Box 1305, New Masses. 

WANTED 
YOUNG MAN, 22, desires companion on hitch-hike 
to California (observe social conditions). Box 1302. 
New Masses. 

The SPRINGBOARD into 
The HOLIDAY SEASON! 

Green Mansions' 
Decoration Day Week-end 

Special De Luxe Pullman 
Round-Trip 

4 full days In the Adlrondacks 
May 29 to J u n e 2 

GOLF SWIMMING TENNIS 
Theatre and Chamber Music 

An all-inclusive holday for 
$32.50 

GREEN MANSIONS 
157 W. 57th St., N. Y. C. 

THE NEGRO PEOPLE'S THEATRE OFFERS 

The Original 
Negro Casts of 

"Green Pastures" 
in 

WAITING 
for LEFTY 

Donee Presentation: 
Jane Dudley, Miriam 
Blecher, Anne Soko-
low, Ad Bates and 
Lansky. 
Clarence Hathaway 

on 
"The Negro and Culture" 

Dancing: 
Teddy Hill & His Rose-
land Dance Orchestra 

R O C K L A N D 
P A L A C E 
155th St., & 8th Ave. 

• 

Saturday 
JUNE 1st 

8:30 F. M. 

Tickets: SOc 
Workers' Bookshop, 
50 East ISth Street. 

New Masses 
31 East 27th Street. 
New Theatre League, 
114 West 14th Street. 

AUSPICES: FRIENDS OF HARLEM 

[ WHERE TO EAT 1 
JADE MOUNTAIN 

Chinese Beataurant 

Lunch 35c — special—Dinner "550 
WELCOME TO OUR COMRADES 

197 SECOND AVE., NEW YORK CITY 

VICEROY RESTAURANT 
107 West 42 Street New York City 

Lnnch 35c Dinner 60c 
Large Booms for Parties and Banquets 

Special Chinese Dishes Comradely Atmosphere 
Telephone: MEdallion 3-9079 

• E X C U R S I O N * i—Johns Italian Restaurant— 
Zukunft Workers Club 
31 Second Avenue N. Y. C. 

Brownsville Youth Center 
105 Thatford Ave., B'lyn 

SATURDAY, JUNE 1 , 1935 
8. S. AMERICANA (Capacity 2,800) to BEAR MXS. 
Boat Leaves Battery Park, Pier A 1 P. M. Returns 1 A. M. 
Tickets in Advance: 90c At the Boat: $1.25 

On sale at Workers Bookshops 

302 B. 12th Street TOmpkins Sq. 6-9554 
Comradely Atmosphere Italian Cuisine 

TABLE D'HOTE DINNER 
with a half-bottle of wine $1 

Large Room for Parties and Banquets 

CAMP NITGEDAIGET 
ON THE HUDSON BEACON N. Y. 

Hotel Accommodations 
—COTTAGES for TWO and POUR — 
— Tennis — Handball — Swimming — 

Five-Piece Orchestra Pierre Degeyter Trio 
Dancing Concerts 

$14.00 PER WEEK 
Cars leave dally 10:30 A. M. from: 
2700 Bronx Park Bast, Bronx, N. X. 

(Ronnd Trip: $2.00) 
New York Central Trains to Beacon, N. T. 
Tel: Beacon 731. City Office: BStabrook 8-1400 

THE SUMMER SOLUTION 
For Parents, Children and Groups 

Completely furnished Bungalows, 
open fireplaces. Tennis, Swimming. 
Supervised camp activities for 
children. Reasonable rentals . 
Easy commuting from New York. 

S T O N Y B R O O K 
Westport Connecticut 

New York Office: 
1457 Broadway Room 619 Wisconsin 7-4149 

DECORATION DAY WEEK-END 
FOR YOUR VACATION 

The Proletariat and the Intelligentsia Meet at 

MAUD'S SUMMER-RAY 
North Branch, Bull. Co., N. Y. Tel: CalUcoon 95 
All Kinds of Physical and Cultural Activities 

City information regarding transportation, 
rates, etc.. Phone KIngsbridge fl-3864 

SUGAR PILLS 
# THE PAKE social security pro

posals which are flooding Wash
ington are so many "sugar pills" 
shoved down the throats of patient 
and doctor alike. 

• UNFORTUNATELY, too few of 
the medical profession understand 

the necessary remedial agents for the 
country's economic ills. 

# THE COURSE of treatment pre
scribed in the June issue of 

HEALTH and HYGIENE, unlike the 
nostrums of the lobbyists, is based 
upon an accurate case history of 
Ainerican workers. It shows why the 
"every day in every way" panaceas of 
our political soothsayers fail. 

• HERE IS a challenge to the 
medical profession. Here is the 

opening gun in the first controversial 
series on socialized medicine. 

Enter a year's subscription TODAY 
and follow this vital discussion! 

H E A li T H and H Y G I E N E 
50 East IStb Street, New York, N. Y. 

Please enter my subscription to Health and 
Hygiene for one year. I enclose $1.50 for same. 
($2.00 Canadian and foreign.) 

Name 

Address 

City State ~ 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED
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both 
I CHANGE 
WORLDS 
by ANNA LOUISE STRONG 

The Story of the Remaking of an American with a foreword by 
LINCOLN STEFFENS 

JRead . . . this intimate personal story of an author . . 
who "Discovered" the class struggle in America . . . 
who saw revolution in Mexico and China . . . who 
helped to start the Moscow News . . . who 
calls her conference with Stalin "the most 
important half hour of my existence" . . 

who in telling of the laughs and heart
aches and achievements of her four

teen years in the Soviet Union an
swers many of your unasked ques

tions about it. Our supply 
of the book is limited. 

Act quickly! 

and ] year's 

subscripfion to 

NEW MASSES 

"Yours is the next story that must be 
told in America." "Your book will 
clear up so many incomprehensibles. 
And so much good."—Lincoln Steffens 
to Anna Louise Strong. 

Anna Louise Strong dedicates her 
book "to all of those Americans who 
stand where I stood fifteen years ago, 
and to all those Russian Communists 
who want to understand America." 

Mail this coupon 

Today—^ 

AMERICA'S REVOLUTIONARY WEEKLY 
FIGHTING FOR THE REMAKING OF AMERICA 

"I would hate to do without The New Masses and will battle 
to keep from doing so," writes one subscriber. You, too, 
should get The New Masses regularly every week. By 
subscribing for a year you pay less than 7 cents a copy 
for the magazine which sells for 10 cents a copy on 

the newsstands. 
• 

"I Change Worlds" is published at $3. New 
Masses, bought on newsstands for a year, 

costs $5.20. This combination offer 
therefore saves; you JJ.20. 

NEW MASSES, 31 East 27th Street, New York, N. Y. 

I want to read Anna Louise Strong's "I CHANGE WORLDS," and NEW MASSES 
for one year. I enclose $5, in full payment for both, in accordance with your Special 
Offer. 

Address. 

Name 

City and State. I 
I' Occupation. 
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READ "THE THINGS 
AMERICA NEEDS TO KNOW 

i'i 
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