ng speeches nettle the spectator and the
alogue sometimes sounds unauthentic, de-
vite Hughes’ excellent ear, simply because he
sks too much of his characters.
The play also suffers from inept direction.
1 the first act, which has all the earmarks
f having got into the play after it left
Tughes’ hands, the son is made to swagger
n and declaim that he is Captain Tom’s
son. The normal reaction is that he is a
-actless braggart. From that time on the di-
ector struggles hopelessly to correct the orig-
nal impression and to depict the boy in a
better light. The diffuse character of the
‘nding is also. a major blunder. Sympathy
as been built up for the son who has com-
zitted suicide, the mother who has gone mad,
che father who has been murdered and the
girl who has been raped. The spectator is
a little dazed.
Both plays had the benefit of good acting.
- There were times when I feared that Porgy

and Bess might turn into banal musical com-

sdy but it was always rescued by the ex-
zellent acting and singing of a cast headed
3y Duncan Allen, as Porgy, and Anne
Brown as Bess.  Rose McClendon, as Cora,
vontributed most to Mulatto; it was her
sensitive artistry that kept the play from slip-
ping over into blood-and-thunder melodrama
at times.

Porgy and Bess is being touted as the great
American folk opera. It is not. It does not
Jrobe deeply enough into the life of the folk
to deserve that title. There is far more to
Negro folk life than its undeniable color.
I am convinced that Porgy and Bess would

. ‘been a better opera if the authors had

at a little more time trying to understand

«e prosaic details of the struggle for exist-

ence in Catfish Row. I think that such
an investigation would have had a sobering
.effect on the authors and would have taught
them that the colorful aspects of life in the
ghetto are not to be mistaken for the whole
of its existence. Mulatto, for all of its faults,
is the more significant of the two plays. It
is at least a realistic attempt to grapple with
a problem that is begging for honest drama-

GUILD THEATER, West 52nd Street
Sun. Eve.—~NOVEMBER 3—8:45 P, M.
DANCE RECITAL

ESTHER JUNGER

Recently featured in
‘“Life Begins at 8:40” and “Parade”

tic treatment. The complexities of the Ne-
gro question are such that the dramatist who
essays to deal with it must be armed both
with skill and a willingness to burrow far
beneath the surface. Langston Hughes has
the talent and his more recent work indi-
cates that he is better equipped to wrestle
with the subject matter. That richer un-
derstanding will help him eliminate the tech-
nical faults that mar Mulatto.
LoreN MILLER.

Current Films

Rendezwous {M.G.M.—Capitol) : William Powell
wise-cracks his way through the World War in the
witty manner of The Thin Man as head of the
American Secret Service. There are spies and
counter-spies. The German espionage ring in Wash-
ington 1is pretty smart, but the Americans are
smarter. The War is presented as a pretty gay and
romantic adventure, All you need is urbanity.

Transatlantic Tunnel (Gaumont-British—Roxy) :
A group of British and American capitalists (in-
cluding a munitions magnate) promote the building
of a tunnel between England and the United States
in the interest of world peace. This is theoretically
accomplished by advancing the chauvinistic theory
that this tunnel will unite the English-speaking
peoples against the nations of the East,

Last Days of Pompeii (RK.O.—Center) : The rise
and fall of an ancient Tex Rickard. There are
sadists, crooked Pompeiian politicians and plenty of
religious fervor.

Crusades (Paramount): Plenty of tinsel, crowds,
violent battles, noise, raids and counter-raids and
biblical scenes with “Rembrandt lighting.” One
must, however, applaud Ian Keith for his splendid
portrayal of Saladin, the ruler of Islam. The film
is dull and undramatic. .

Red Army Days (Amkino—Cameo) : A slight and
superficial study of the Red Army during maneuvers
in the Ukraine. This will not add any prestige to
the Soviet cinema,

Pepo (Amkino—Acme): The first talking film to
be made in Soviet Armenia. The story isn’t much
and the filming quite conventional. However, the
native songs, music, and dancing and their ethno-
logic value make it worth seeing.

Barbary Coast (United Artists): The rich and
exciting background of the gold-rush days in San
Francisco ignored in the anxiety of the producer to
make another Face on the Barroom Floor. There are
vigilantes; there is a hero who quotes Shelley and
there is pure love.

Wings. Quer Ethiopia (Paramount): The distribu-
tors trying to cash in on the Italo-Ethiopian war
with a travelogue of an airplane trip from Switzer-
land to Ethiopia made for the Swiss air line.

Tickets—83c to $2.20 at box office (Steinway) P. E.
— - > Ao—o—o—o—ai
‘IA Tvs, f i
Vivid, Unforgettable Performance 1 NEW NEW

Joseph North — New Masses

GO TO SEE THE BRILLIANT
ARTEF PRODUCTION

“The Reapers”
7 Now Playing at

ARTEF 247 W. 48th St.

CHi. 4-7999
THEATER | Prices: 50c—75¢—1.00

"EVERY EVENING— MAT. SAT. and SUN.

THEATER LEAGUE DANCE LEAGUE
AaNNOUNCOS

NEW THEATER SCHOOL
Winter Term Opening NOV, 4th 1935
Complete Courses for Theater and Dance
{ REGISTRATION :
4 OGTO]tSER 14
[ NOVEMBER 1 ]
4 PM.-7 PM.

L 55 West 45th 8t., New York City
1 Telephone: LOngacre 5-9116

Between Ourselves

ETA BERGER’S husband, the late

Victor L. Berger, was the first So-
cialist Congressman eIected in- the United
States.

Joseph North will have another article in
next week’s issue. While Herndon was go-
ing back to Fulton Tower, Atlanta’s county
prison, under an 18-to-20-year sentence on
the chain gang, the American Prison Associa-
tion was holding its convention in Atlanta.
North’s article will deal, at least in part,
with the prison specialists’ views of the
Herndon case, chain gangs and floggings.

Walter Wilson has interviewed Gen.
Smedley Butler for T NEw Masses, and
his article will appear next week. The re-
tired Marine commander states his views on
labor, the bonus, unemployment insurance,
the American Legion, and fascism and war.

A section from Martin Russak’s novel,
Weaver's Son, called “The Women’s Bat-
talion,” will appear shortly. This novel was
the second choice in THE New Masses
Novel Contest, conducted jointly with the
John Day Company, publishers.

Eddy Gilmore is a Washington news-
paperman,

Sue Adams has been in Aztec, N. M,
reporting the Gallup trial for The Daily
Worker.

Due to a typographical error, the letter
appearing among correspondence in the Oc-
tober 29 issue from the secretary of the Com-
mittee in Support of Southern Miners was
signed “Louis Kamsley.” ~ The secretary is
Louise Kamsley.

FREE!

For You and Your Friends
PERIODIC LISTS OF BOOKS
PAMPHLETS AND PERIODICALS
of interest to socially-minded people. Free to
the first 100 replies received: A 24- page printed
“@uide to Readings in Communism.” Write to
WORKERS BOOKSHOP

Dept. M, 50 East 13th 8t., N. Y. C.

JOIN OUR HALLOWEEN VVEEKEND PARTY

NOVEMBER 2rnd and 3rd

Music o Entertainment | ° Movies
- Midnight Spread

Meet your friends at Town Hall—Wed. Eve. Nov. 6
at the recital by SELMA KRAMER, our guest artist

Harmon BLUE MOUNTAIN LODGE Phone:
Sta. Peekskill New York 1403

The Chelsea Press

8 WEST 19th STREET
UNION SHOP

Tel.: CHefsea 3-6965 Special rates for organizations
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CLASSIFIED ADS
30c¢ a line

6 words in a line % lines minimum

RESORTS

YPEWRITERS

all makes including

Yiddish and Russian

Rentals latest models Jmmedxate dehvery special rates
206 Broadway YORK CITY

TYTELL TYPEWRITER CO.

Tel. CO. 7-9665

A DELIGHTFUL HIDEAWAY in the moutains

inviting people of better taste. Excellent table, sola-

riums, seasonable sports. Library, musicale, open

fireplaces.
CHESTERS' ZUNBARG

YWoodbourne, N. Y. Fallsburgh 2F22

RUSSIAN TAUGHT

Modern—RUSSIAN—Taught
New Rules and Usages. Tourist Convergational
Course. MISS ISA WILGA, 457 West 57th Street, New
York City. COlumbus 5-8450.

ELEMENTARY RUSSYAN, reading, writing, conver-

sation, grammar in 30 lessons, evenings. XK. Raffles,
1356 College Avenue, Broux, JErome 7-5857.

AMPLIFIERS FOR RENT
DANCE MUBSIC from amplifiers.

Pure tonal quality

- with wide variety on recorded music makes this eco-

nomical substitute for orchestra. Micrephone for
gpeakers included. $5 an evening. 8Usquehanna 7-0207.

RECORDING
DO YOU SING, recite, play an instrument? Why not

. make a phonograph record? Professional work, 8. J.

White, 141 West 2nd St. 8Usquehanna 7-0207.
PLAY TABLE-TENNIS

PLAY TENNIS-TABLE (Ping Pong) at the Broad-
way Table Tennis Courts, 1721 Broadway, bet. 54th-
55th Sts., N. Y. C. One flight up. Expert mstmctwn,
open from noon till 1 A, M. Tel. COlL. 5-9088,

RUSSIAN ARTS AND GIFTS

LARGE SELECTION of pegant handicrafts from
U.8.8.R. Lineng, blouses, shawls, slippers, toys, and
novelties. 10% discount w12§7h this ad. 109 1. 14th st.,

1122 6th Avenue, MU 2-6:

ELECTROLYSIS

L

“MEN’S AND WOMEN'S superfiious hair on face and
\other parts of the body permanently removed by
slectrolysis. Personal service. Quick results guar-
isnteed. My method endorsed by prominent physicians.
1W111 give treatments to unemployed free every Friday

if*om 1 to 4. Charles H. Landis, 171 W. 7ist St., at
Broadway En 2-9150.

LAUNDRY

LOWEST PRICES IN CITY. Full list on request.
trictly hand-work. Bachelor Service. Call and de-
ver in Manhattan. 109 trial discount to New Magses
a(\ers Greenwich Village Private Hand Laundry,
V»’ashmgton Place East. SPring 7-3769.

MULTIGRAPHING

TLTIGRAPHING—-300 Facsimile typewritien letters
< ines)——$2.00. Also mimeographing and printing.
Qua ity work at low prices. Mailers Advertising
Bervice, 121 West 42nd Street,
BR;'ant 9-5053.

o PERMANENT WAVING

THE SAFE PERMANENT for fine, white and coarse
hair. No chemicals, electricity or machines! A last-
ing oil treatment. Car-gol 0il Permanent makes hair
beautifilly sofi—glossy—self-setting.

GOLD ET CONSONI, 383 Fifth Avenue, A8 4-9330

COLLEGE

COLLE(GE FOR WORKERS in Ozarks. Total cost
$50 for 3 mos., start Dec. 30. Commonwealth College,
Mena, Airk.

PUBLIC STENOGRAPHER

PUBLIC UTENOGRAPHER—manuscripts typed, ex-
cellent wo.tk, reasonable rates. Jane Miller, 78 Chris~
topher St., near 7th Ave. N. Y. Phone: CH 2-4521,

TRANSLATORS

A GENER/L MAGAZINE of left tendencies is inviting
the collaboration of several cultured persons gualifie

to translate from German, Russian, Ytalian, French,
Spanish and other languages. Box 1340, New Masses.

FURNISHED ROOM

*7EST END AVE., 106th. Exceptionally fine, beauti-
Hy \;rn'shed larve room, Small private family;
ly  omer. Convement location. ACademy 2-7895.

APARTMENT TO SHARE
r‘UNG WOMAN has attractively furnished modern

iet 2%5-room apartment. Write 4C, 317 1. 13th St.
fJ1 AT: 4-9193, Saturday, Sunday morning.

New Yeork City,

WILFRED H. SIMERAL

Chartered Life Underwriter
INSURANCE
ALL TYPES

100 William Street New York City
BEekman 3-9000

CAMP NITGEDAIGET

ON THE HUDSON BEACON, N. Y,
Hotel Accommodations Great Altitude
Excellent Food — Cultural Activities
All Sports And Lots of Fun
®
$15.00 PER WEEK
$2.75 Per Day
®

Carsg leave daily 10:30 A. M. from 2700 Bronx
Park Fast, N. Y. Central trains to Beacon,

N. Y. Tel.: Beacon 731, City Offices ES 8-1400

NEW CHINA Cafeteria

848 BROADWAY Near 14th STREET
100% UNION SHOP
Open Day and Night

.

————

Popular Prices Lunch and Dinner

Private Dmlng Rooms for Parties
302 EAST (2th STRE T0. 6-9554

el sl i, Bl sl

JOHN’S RESTAURANT |

Hours: 9:30 A. M.—6:30 P. M.

DR. A. SHUYER
OPTOMETRIST

20 YEARS OF
SERVICE!
3! Union Sq., W., N.Y.C. (at 16th St.) ALgonquin 4.7660

WATCHES AND WATCH REPAIRING
HAVE YOU A WATCH THAT NEEDS REPAIRING?
Brmg it to a 17 de watchmal
Wor guaranteed—Lowest Prices
8. SCHWARTZ, 64 W. 48th St, Roem (304, N. Y. C.. ME 3-5409

381 FOURTH AVENUE

Proletarian Literature
in the United States

AN ANTHOLOGY

Edited by Granville Hicks, Michael Gold, Paul Peters, Joseph North, Isidor
Schneider and Alan Calmer. With a crltlcal introduction by Joseph Freeman.

BOOK UNION Selection for October
cloth, popular edition, $1.75
INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHERS

NEW YORK CITY

ouUr
N OW*

Science or Cult?

Dr. Frankwood E. Williams

The

and Ten other Features

HEALTH
HYGIENE

OSTEOPATHY

on FACTS AND FALLACIES about

MASTURBATION

“COMMON cCcOLD”>

4
" 15 CENTS '

the copy

But by the
YEAR AT

SPECIAL
UNTIL
JAN. 1Ist

$1.50)

$

(Regular

¥
v
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! HEALTH and HYGIENE

l 50 East 13th Street, New York, N. Y.

1 Please enter my special subscription to
HEALTH & HYGIENE for 1 year. I enclose
l $1. Foreign and Canadian subscription, per
| year $1.50.

l Name.

! Addr
|
! City

State.

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers



