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The Screen 
"TAc Storf of Louis Pasteur" 

I N V I E W of the usual Hollywood stan­
dard The Story of Louis Pasteur con­

veys its message with signal maturity. Paul 
Muni , an actor of real theatrical culture 
and one of the very few who can choose 
his own roles, was largely instrumental in 
having this film produced. I t is concerned 
more with the work of the French scientist 
than with the episodes which Hollywood 
fondly calls a man's "private life." Muni 's 
interpretation of Pasteur is full of warmth, 
humility and tenderness. Josephine Hutch­
inson as Pasteur's wife is convincing and 
gives the actress her first real opportunity 
in the films. T h e high spot in the film 
is Pasteur's famous demonstration of his an­
thrax serum before an audience of Europe's 
famous scientists, France's medical skeptics 
and the grateful peasants of Pouilly-le-Fort. 
Conceived in carnival spirit, the scene rises 
to a lyric climax when a peasant lifts a 
sheep toward the sky in salute to Pasteur. 

Wi th skill and understanding Muni inter­
prets Pasteur's crusade for aseptic surgery. 
In fact, in the episode—when a physician is 
about to deliver his daughter's, child — Pas­
teur takes command and gives an elementary 
lesson in aseptic surgery. 

But the insertion of some box-office melo­
drama in many places prevents The Story 
of Louis Pasteur from being as dramatic and 
exciting as John Ford's film of Arrowsmith 
or Sidney Howard's Yellowjack. W h y the 
sensational murder in the first scene of Pas­
teur? W h y was it necessary to make Pas­
teur promise the doctor who was about to 
deliver his daughter's child that he would 
publicly announce that his hydrophobia cure 
was a fake? W h y the excessive contrasts 
in characterizations,'making Pasteur a Mes­
siah and his colleagues inhuman and wooden 
villains? T h e high drama in the least sen­
sational scenes exposes these synthetic "over-
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dramatizations." One answer, I believe, is 
to be found in the pages of Variety: 

From a salesmanship standpoint there is too 
much attention paid to the anthrax and rabies 
cures and not enough to the childbirth angles. 
Latter actually was rather unimportant in 
Pasteur's life as compared to the former, but for 
dramatic purposes, sharpening it might have led 
:o greater audience interest. On the other hand, 
there's the censorial angle. 

As Delahanty stated in T h e New 
York Post, it is true that the conflict is 
between Pasteur and the French Academy 
of Medicine and that his experiments were 
in direct opposition to the sacrosanct opin­
ion of the academy members. This would be 
an oversimplification—one which would nar­
row the potential significance of The Story 
of Louis Pasteur. Pasteur was a complex 
personality: outside his laboratory, pom­
pous, arrogant, violently jealous of his fel­
low scientists; at work a genius. Politically 
conservative, a mystical Catholic, a profes­
sional patriot, Pasteur bitterly opposed Dar­
win's theory of evolution, dogmatically de­
nied the possibility of spontaneous genera­
tion. But although professional Pasteur-
baiters existed in abundance, they were by 
no means the sole or even the most impor­
tant cause of the "conflict between Pasteur 
and the French Academy." 

Pasteur in all his complexity and unhap-
piness and with his many faults, is remem­
bered and honored as a great scientist. This 
full complexity of the man provided the 
material for a much higher and more dra­
matic film than the present product. I t was 
this fully truthful method that made Chapa-
yev a great film biography. Can Hollywood 
dare to use it? Nevertheless as it is, The 
Story of Louis Pasteur is a step forward, a 
small but welcome one. PETER ELLIS. 
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Between Ourselves 
W I T H this issue our editorial mast­

head on page five has been revised 
to list additions and changes. T h e maga­
zine, of course, will continue to be edited col­
lectively by an editorial board. Isidor 
Schneider and Joseph Freeman have joined 
the staff as co-editors. Loren Miller, who 
has been in Los Angeles since January, will 
continue to act as contributing editor; simi­
larly Granville Hicks and Joshua Kunitz. 

Wi th the assistance of our friends in Can­
ada and America who protested to the Cana­
dian authorities against their banning of 
T H E N E W M A S S E S , the prohibitory order 
has been finally lifted. T H E N E W MASSES 
can now circulate freely throughout Canada. 

T h e original ban was imposed several years 
ago when our magazine was still a monthly. 
When on January i , 1934 it became a 
weekly, we initiated the campaign to win 
the right to be distributed to dealers and 
to subscribers in Canada. I t has been a long 
and weary—and worthwhile battle. 

Now that the ban has been removed, we 
wish to broadcast the fact to everyone in 
Canada who may be interested in helping us 
to gain proper distribution. W e want to tell 
Canadian friends that a subscription to T H E 
N E W M A S S E S is a guarantee of its regular 
weekly receipt. A yearly subscription, be­
cause of higher postage rates, costs fifty cents 
more than the regular $4.50. 

Members of our editorial board will par­
ticipate in the discussion following Earl 
Browder's talk on " T h e Intellectual Crisis" 
(Hotel Delano, 108 West 43d St., Feb. 
24, 8:20 p.m.) . T h e lecture is one of a series 
given by the League of American Writers. 

Because of the unusual interest created by 
her talk at the last meeting of the Friends 
of T H E N E W M A S S E S , Elizabeth Lawson 
will speak again on February 26 (8:30 p.m.. 
Room 717A, Steinway Hall, 113 W . 57th 
St., N . Y . ) . He r subject is "The Position 
Today of the Negro." Admission free. 

W E C A N ' T A T T E N D A N 
ARTISTS CONGRESS 

but we feel that we are artists in prepar­
ing fresh vegetables—fresh fish or dairy 
products . . . Our luncheons and dinners 
are a prize for the most discriminating. 
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VEGETARIAN RESTAURANTS 
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TO THE 

SOVIET UNION 
A memorable vacation—SEE the country that is building Socialism! Visit 
Leningrad, Moscow, Kharkov, Kiev, Volga River, Crimqa, Caucasus. 

Mediterranean cruises, tours to Europe and all parts of the 
world—separately, or in conjunction with Soviet Tours. 

SPECIAL MAY DAY EXCURSION 
May Day tour is arranged by the World Tourists for workers and 
organizations at reasonable prices. SEE the Soviet Union on Parade! 

Sailing on S. S. AQUITANIA April 15, 1936 
Fo7- information apply to 

WORLD TOURISTS, Inc. 
175 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 

Telephones: ALgonquin 4-6656-7-8 

Chicago Office 
110 S. Dearborn Street 

Room 312 
Telephone: Franklin 9766 

Saw Francisco Office 
580 Market Street 

Room 304 
Telephone: Garfield 7700 

REBECCA SILVER Invites You to 

HOUSE 
atINTERLAKEN FOREST 

Miles of Lake, Hills and Daleg—America's Switzerland—Excellent 
cuisine—All outdoor sports—indoors, convimllty. Rates Moderate. 
Auto or N. Y. Central—50 miles—Open all year—of course. 
L A K E MAHOPAC, N. Y. Mahopae 688 o r 977 

— A L L S P O R T S — 
H O T E I , ACCOMMODATIONS W A R M a n d COZIJ 

CAMP NITGEDAIGET 
Beacon, N . Y. — On t h e H u d s o n 

$15.00 P e r Week - - - $8.75 P e r D a y 
10 Cars leave daily 10 a. m. from 2700 Bronx Park East 

N. Y. Central trains to Beacon 
Tel. Beacon 731 City Office BStabrook 8-1406 

CLASSIFIED ADS—30 cents a Kne 3 LINES MINIMUM 
6 WORDS IN A LINE 

RESORTS 
C H E S T E R S ' ZUNBABG, t h e delightful h ideaway in 
t h e mounta in , re-opens Wash ing ton ' s B i r t h d a y . T h e 
ecs tasy of snow-clad mounta ins lends itself to exhil­
a r a t i n g outdoor activities. L ib ra ry , open fireplace, 
musicals , excellent table, all comforts, and t h e r igh t 
company. Bus ra tes reduced to $2 re tu rn t r ip . Advise 
reservat ions . 
Woodbourne , N. Y. Telephone Fal lsbuTg 2 F 22 

When in LAKEWOOD spend a memorable vacation at 
H O X E I - B O Y A I . E 

A rendezvous of old friends . . . Comrader ie . . . 
P ro le t a r i an Env i ronment . . . Excellent Cuisine . . . 

Special r a t es to "New Masses" Readers 
Sonia Gelbaum Anna Broude 

708 Pr ince ton Ave., X^kewood, N. J , 
Telephone: I /akewood 1146 

B A V I N l O D G E 
416 Th i rd Street I /akewood, New J e r s e y 
C. Boobar Tel. Lakewood 922 
R. Ravin City in fo : Dickens 6-3273 

Comradely Atmosphere—Reasonable Pr ices 

CAMERA WANTED 
W A N T E D : Leiea or Contax camera, la te model p re ­
ferred. S ta te price, model, condition, lense, accessories. 
New Masses. Box 1346. 

MIMEOGRAPHING INK 
MIMEOGRAPHING INK, h ighes t qual i ty 8 pound 
can, $5.00 C. O. D. Shipping charges prepa id anywhere . 
J a y Brown, 140 West 42nd Street, N. Y. C. 

A Cozv Retreat in the Pines 
M I I . I , A B D ' S 

Offers Choice Accommodations. Delicious Meals 
J e m s h - A m e r i c a n Cuisine — Moderate Rates 
801 Clifton Avenue, Lakewood, New J e r s e y 

P h o n e : Lakewood 216-W. 
RUSSIAN~TAUGHT 

MODERN RUSSIAN TAUGHT 
New Rules and usages . Tour i s t Conversat ional 
Course. MISS ISA WIEGA, 457 West 57th Street , New 
York City. COlumbus 8-8450. 

RUSSIAN ART AND GIFTS 
L A R G E SELECTION of peasan ts handicraf t s from 
tJ.S.S.R. Linens, blouses, shawls, s l ippers , toys and 
novelties. 109 B. 14th St., 1122 6th Avenue, MU 2-6327. 
10 percent discount wi th t h i s ad . 

AMPLIFIERS TO RENT OR FOR SALE 
F O R MEETINGS, DANCES or Symphonic Concerts. 
High-fldeli ty equipment , records and microphone. 
$7 per evening. White . SU 7-0207. 

STUDIOS FOR RENT 
A R T I S T S — W R I T E R S A T T E N T I O N ! 5-room studio 
apa r tmen t . Studio 15x25 ft., excellent n o r t h l ight . 
Another s tudio is 15x20 ft., 2 ba ths , exquis i te marb le 
fireplaces, unusual ly l a rge garden . $65. 3 minutes from 
Manha t tan . 64 Pop la r Street, Brooklyn, apply Supt . 
69 Pop la r St. or Mr. Manacher T I 5-7038, between 9-6. 

FURNISHED ROOMS 
B E A U T I F U L L Y furnished living room and alcove, 
s tudio window, fireplace. Can be seen after 5:30 P.M. 
!p40.. Single only. Cooper, 41 West 8th Street . 

AFFAIRS 
A PARTY, wi th dancing, a midni te fioor show and 
other th ings , on F r i d a y F e b r u a r y 21st a t 9 P . M. a t 
t h e Knickerbocker F o r u m , 21 Bank St. Subscr ipt ion 
50 cents to benefit t he Peoples Educat iona l Center. 

SOVIET RUSSIA I N P I C T U R E S . Susan H. Woodruff. 
i Refreshments , Dancing, Comraderie, Studio 608, 

Steinway Hal l , 113 W. 57th St. Ful l subscr ipt ion 50c. 

RESTAURANT 
P A T R O N I Z E A W O R K E R S ' I N S T I T U T I O N 

New Hea l th Center Cafeteria 
F resh food Pro le ta r i an prices 

50 E a s t 13th Street W o r k e r s Center 
PLAY TABLE-TENNIS 

P L A Y T A B L E - T E N N I S (P ing -Pong) a t the Broad­
way Table -Tennis Cour ts , 1721 Broadway, bet . 54th-
55th Sts., N. Y. C. One flight up. E x p e r t i n s t ruc t ion ; 
open from noon unt i l 1 A. M. Tel. COl. 5-9088. 

MULTIGRAPHING 
MULTIGBAPHING—500 Facs imi le typewr i t t en le t te rs 
(20 lines)—?2.00. Also mimeograph ing and pr in t ing . 
Qual i ty work a t low prices. Mailers Adver t is ing 
Service, 121 West 42nd Street , N . Y. B R y a n t 9-5053. 

A GOOD STEADY INCOME 
CAN B E YOURS BY TAKING SUBSCRIP­
TIONS AND B U I L D I N G A ROUTE F O R 

NEW MASSES 
T O G E T H E R W I T H O T H E R W I D E A W A K E , 

GROWING P E R I O D I C A L S 
Men and women everywhere in small 
communities and large cities. . . . 

HERE'S YOUR CHANCE—TFrite ; 
C. D. A., Inc., 52 W. 15th St., N. Y. C. 

POSITION WANTED 
YOUNG MAN, several yea js ' experience, edi t ing, t r ans ­
la t ing , in D.S.S.E. K n o w s Russ ian , German. Wide 
background . Any connection. Box 1345. New Masses 

ELECTROLYSIS 
MEN AND WOMEN, superfluous ha i r on face and 
other p a r t s of the body pe rmanen t ly removed by 
electrolysis . Pe r sona l service. Quick resul t s guar ­
anteed. My method endorsed by prominen t physic ians . 
Will give t r ea tmen t to unemployed free every F r i d a y 
from 1 to 4. Char les Landis , 171 W. 71st Street, at 
Broadway . E N 2-9150. 

BOOKSHOPS 
BUY YOUR BOOKS AND P A M P H L E T S from tb> 

ASSOCIATED NATIONAL BOOK SHOPS 
Nexo York City: 50 East lS*h Street. 

140 Second Avenue.* 
112 West 44th Street.'* 
115 West 135th Street 

Bronx: 1337 Wilkins Avenue. 
1001 Prospect Avenue. 

Brooklyn: 369 Sutter Avenue.* 
4631 16th Avenue. 
Agency: 384 Bridge Street (Students Shop) 

Baltimore: BOIA North Eutaw Street 
Boston; 216 Broadway 
Buffalo: 65 West Chippewa. 
Cambridge: 6% Holyoke Street. 
Chicago: 161 North Franklin Street. 

2135 West Division Street. 
1326 East B7th Street. 

Cleveland: 1522 Prospect Avenue. 
Detroit: 3537 Woodward Avenue. 
Grand Bapids: 336 Bond Avenue. 
Hartford: 88 Church Street. 
Los Angeles: 224 South Spring .Street. 

230 South Spring Street. 
2411% Brooklyn Avenue. 

Madison, Wise: 312 West Gorham. 
Milwaukee: 419 West State Street 
Minneapolis: 241 Marquette Avenue. 
Newark: 847 Broad Street, 3rd Floor. 
New Haven: 280 Park Street. 
Philadelphia: 104 South 9th Street. 

118 West Allegheny Avenue. 
4023 Girard Avenue. 
2404 Ridge Avenjie. 

Pittsbugh: 1638 Fifth Avenue. 
San Francisco: 1609 O'Farrell Street. 

121 Haight Street. 
170 (jolden Gate Avenue. 

Seattle: 713% Pine Street., 
4217 University Way. 

Washington, D. C: 513 F. Street, N . W. 
Order from Your! Nearest Book Shop 

Mail Orders From 
W O R K E R S L I B R A R Y P U B L I S H E R S 

P . O. Box 148, Stat ion D. New York CH 
Write for Free Lists 

* Open Sunday. 
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