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.uarantees of Protection”
DAY in New York City 21,000
~orking-class families and individu-
are waiting to be told whether they
to get home relief or jobs. Whether
‘ot they eat in the meantime does
seem to worry the administration.
ppled by the latest broadside of lay-
in the Emergency Relief Bureau,
over-worked staffs of the district
tes will not get around to some of
e ‘“‘pending cases” for five or six
k. 'to come.  In the face of a rising
=st from her own workers against
drive on the unemployed, Miss
otte Carr, executive director of
E.R.B., recently gave out a care-

'y-worded statement to the press:

- While the Bureau cannot offer vested
i b rights to its employes, it can and does
zuarantee them protection against discrim-
nation and unfairness.

wltaneously with this announcement,
i wholesale dismissals of foreign-
n workers whose final citizenship
‘not been granted, punitive trans-
of workers active in the A.W.P.
., the employes’ union, and the fir-
of several organization leaders,
ed by the announcement of a new,
‘smashing personnel policy. At the
. time Victor Ridder, local Works
yress Administrator, threatened to
ble the already hopeless load of the
eau employes by firing 20,000 of
workers. Frustrated by orders from

his chief, Harry Hopkins and reminded
by a picket line of 4,000 white-collar
workers thrown around his ofhice, Rid-
der rescinded his order. In the course
of this exchange it was revealed that
Ridder had set up within his office a
“reemployment bureauw’” which, backed
by coercive regulations of the familiar
“work or starve” type, was to become
a scab labor exchange for private in-
dustry.

ROWING in the organizations

both of relief-bureau workers and
of workers on work relief is the con-
sciousness that the present drive against
the living standards of the unemployed
can only be met by a solid front of the
working class. Meeting in convention
from Jan. 16 to Jan. 19, delegates of
the A.W.P.R.A. sent back to their lo-
cals a strong resolution urging affilia-
tion with the A. F. of L. They also
indorsed a Labor Party and condemned
District Attorney Dodge for the begin-
ning of a drive to muzzle the labor
press. Meanwhile, 21,000 applicants
for relief are waiting. More important
to them than the politics of the admin-
istration is the vital issue of how they
will live for four, five or six mid-winter
weeks without relief.

The Neutrality Bill

IT IS undoubtedly valuable to quiz
J. P. Morgan and to prove that he
and other finance capitalists dragged
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Y., under the act of
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this country into the World War. -

is undoubtedly valuable to show th
Woodrow Wilson, despite his san
monious phrases of “formal” neutrali
was pro-Ally three years before t
United States sent armed troops- int
France to help the cause of the Fi
tente. Certainly it is not surprisin
that Wilson sided with Britain anc
France when the Morgan interests gav:
the cue. For it was made clear to Wil
son that American finance capitalis
could amass greater profits by exten
ing credits to the Allies and acting .
central purchasing agents for both Eng-
land and France. These facts are ob-
vious enough now; but such knowledge
is useless if the American people walk
into the trap again. As Joseph Free-
man says in his article on the Nye in-
vestigation in the present issue: “The
preparations [for war] are now more
quiet, more eflicient, more intensive,
vastly larger in scale.”

WENTY years have not lessened

Wall Street’s power. And Roose
velt is following Wilson’s lead—piot
resolutions which on analysis mean noth-
ing. The present neutrality measure
before Congress—does it differ from
Wilson's promises of ‘“keeping us out
of war,”’ can it better withstand the
pressure of the finance capitalists and
fascists of today who strain for war?
Already in its present form, the Ad-
ministration Bill is the target of big
business. The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee has surrendered to Wall
Street by including in the draft of the
neutrality bill the principle of “freedom
of the seas,” as it existed prior to Au-
gust, 1914, The meaning of such an
inclusion is clear: if American shipr
loaded with munitions are sunk by bel-
ligerents, the American government is
placed in the position of defending
death cargoes. Neutrality legislation
that has any validity cannot possibly
be dictated by finance capitalism. Neu-
trality legislation must be rooted in re-
ality, ironclad, enunciating the princi-
ple insisted upon by the Soviet Union
that peace is indivisible, that peace can
be maintained only through collective
action of nations against a declared ag-
gressor, that an embargo on both war
materials and credit must be declared
against the aggressor. Such legislation
alone embodies the will of the Amer-
ican people, the will that insists that
the profits of the few must not be
placed above the safety, health and
the determined wishes of the over-
whelming majority.
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The Future of British Monarchy

Lonpon, Jan. 21.
7 I YHE death of King George V raises

important questions as to the political
effect which his death and the succes-
ion of the Prince of Wales will have,

It is now necessary to examine what will be
‘he effects of the succession to the throne of
.dward, Prince of Wales. Indeed, everybody
s at the moment in private discussing this
question, For let us make no mistake about
it: the change of monarch will have consider-
able political effects.

There is no greater myth in the world
than that of the unpolitical character of the
British crown. 'The present monarchy is a
political institution which the British govern-
ing class established by due process of law
in 1688 for their own purposes, and they
have used it for those purposes ever since
and ar€ so using it today. The British gov-
rning class is like one of those thrifty house-
-ives- that ‘never throws anything away in
1se it may some day ‘‘come in useful.” Other
capitalist classes, such as the French and
American, scrapped the feudal institution of
monarchy when they came to power. Not
so the British. They transformed monarchy
to their own use, seeming to foresee a time
like the present when they would find such
a bulwark of conservatism extremely useful
in their struggle against anti-capitalist demo-
cratic forces.

The crisis of 1931 marked the point at
which the British capitalist class began a
nore intensive use of the monarchy for anti-
labor purposes. Much remains dark and se-
cret about the actual role played by the
Crown in that crisis, but Professor Laski’s

“interesting researches leave little doubt that
the Crown was used decisively by Mr, Mac-
Donald and Mr, Baldwin as an indispensable
instrument for getting rid of the labor cabi-
net and setting up a national government.
Professor Laski considers that this was con-
trary to the British constitution and of course
it was contrary to what all the modern text-
books say about the complete political neu-
trality of the Crown. But what is the Brit-
ish constitution? As a matter of fact, since
the British governing class has taken the pre-
caution never to write that constitution down
it is just about what the governing class
likes to say it is at any particular moment.
This is the famous “flexibility’” of the con-
stitution which is so highly praised.

The 1931 crisis marked, I suggest, the be-
zinning of a period in which attempts will be
maade to use the Crown more and more
openly for anti-working-class purposes. It is
said that we have just witnessed one such
attempt. It is credibly reported that the
King ‘was active in support of the Hoare-

JOHN STRACHEY

Laval Pact and in opposition to any policy
which might result in the fall of Mussolini.
Far greater political crises lie ahead of us.
However, it will be if and when the British
governing class begins to feel that its exis-
tence as a governing class is seriously called
into question that we shall see the most de-
termined efforts to mobilize the Crown with
all its prestige against the working class.
Nor should we underestimate the psycholog-
ical hold which the conception of monarchy
still has over everyone of us. However
modern, emancipated and progressive we may
think we are, there are almost sure to be
primitive, childish instincts tucked away in
odd' corners of our minds. And it is pre-
cisely these primitive childish instincts which
respond to the appeal of monarchy,

The practical political question is this: to
what extent will whatever king is at the
moment on the throne allow the prestige of
the monarchy to be used against the work-
ing class? As time goes on there will be
more and more pressure to convert Bucking-
ham Palace into a branch office of the Cen-
tral Conservative Association. But if the in-
cumbent of the throne is wise he will hesi-
tate very long before yielding to such pres-
sure. For just insofar as the monarchy is
used to hold down, to deflect or to trick
the working-class movement will it in the
end become odious to the mass of the Brit-
ish people and nothing can ultimately pre-
vent the rise of the working-class power.
The question arises, however, as to whether
any king, living in the extraordinary atmos-
phere which surrounds modern royalty, can
realize this fact sufficiently clearly to see that
in his own interest it is imperative for him
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to res; t the more blatant attempts, at any
rate, wi.ch the governing-class politicians will
make to use him as their puppet. A man

of the generation of the late King could -

hardly be expected to realize much of this.
I recollect a Labor Cabinet minister who
had several long conversations with him dur-
ing the 1929 governmert saying that it was
exactly like talking to any business man com-
muting up from suburbs to his city office.

It remains to be seen whether Prince Ed-
ward will show himself, when he comes to
the throne, to be a little more in touch with
twentieth century realities. There is some
evidence to show that he is subject to sharp-
ly conflicting impulses. And this just be-
cause he has a more up-to-date type of polit-
ical consciousness. I do not think that, on
the one hand, there is much doubt that the
Prince of Wales’ awareness of the difficulties
of present-day capitalism incline him in a
fascist direction. But on the other hand,
they probably make him sensitive to mass
pressure if that pressure is resolutely and
intelligently applied. 1t may be that if the
broad democratic forces in this country can
make themselves felt quickly and powerfully
enough, if something like a People’s Front can
be formed before it is too late, Prince Ed-
ward can be made to feel that the wisest
course for him is not to flout these popular
forces. :

Like another comparatively young man
who has just been called to high office,
namely Mr. Eden, the Prince must be made

to feel that when he ascends the throne his’

only way to popularity and success will be
to resist the pressure of the reactionary forces
by which he is surrounded.

SPIVAK ARTICLE DELAYED

The eighth article in the present series of European
dispatches by John L. Spivak, scheduled for publication
in this issue, has not as yet been received. A cable in-
. formed us that 1t had béen sent. We hope to print it m

the next 1ssue—T1THE EDITORS.
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