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S I G H T S AND SOUNDS 
Sidney Kingsley pillories the munitions makers—Some new films and the Jooss ballet 

IT IS some years now since Fortune's arti
cle "Arms and the M a n " stood our hair 
on end by declaring that to a large extent 

the World W a r was a cooperative venture ar
ranged by the munitions makers of the combat
ant Powers, and that their governments and 
general staffs scrupulously carried out the gen
tlemen's agreement entered into by French 
Schneider and German Krupp to prevent 
either of their valuable properties being dam
aged by the "enemy"—an agreement which 
not only preserved intact their fixed assets, but 
also had the pleasant feature of prolonging the 
war and consequently the flow of fat profits. 
T h e article was republished as a pamphlet, its 
essence appeared as a section of the movie 
March of Time, and its soul has gone march
ing on through a number of other media. 

Its latest incarnation is in Ten Million 
Ghosts, the play written, directed, and pro
duced by Sidney Kingsley, author of the pre
viously successful Men in White and Dead 
End. T h e action opens shortly before the out
break of the World W a r and closes in I927' 
The story revolves around a munitions-making 
family (the French branch of which is de 
Kruif, the German branch of which is von 
Kruif) and how through the prompting of 
Zacharey, the brain guy of the firm, the two 
branches arrange for their mines, close to the 
frontier on each side, to be immune from the 
attacks which would be normal military 
strategy. When the war breaks out, the young 
French aviator, who is in love with the daugh
ter of old de Kruif, is sent to the Briey sector. 
His squadron is under orders not to bomb the 
German iron mine which they can see working 
day and night turning out the sinews of the 
German attackers. He tries to organize his 
squadron to bomb the mine despite orders, but 
the memory of the French firing-squad which 
ended a previous similar attempt is too fresh; 
his comrades won't dare it. So he tries it alone, 
in the hope that his clear-eyed newspaper cor
respondent friend, who works for the pub
lisher who brought on the Spanish-American 
War , will tell the story of his death and 
awaken the world. As we know from history, 
it didn't turn out that way. T h e play closes at 
an arms conference in Geneva in 1927, with 
the newspaperman announcing to Zacharey and 
old de Kruif that they can "break" him on his 
paper if they like, but that he will fight them 
and their racket till he dies. "And," signifi
cantly remarks the daughter who was to have 
married the aviator, "this time he won't be 
alone." 

It 's a powerful theme, handled with consid
erable vigor, and if it continues to meet with 
the response it received the opening night, may 
run long enough to have a far-reaching and 
salutary effect. There are weaknesses in the 
characterizations and in the love story, but the 

force of the situations and the interest of the 
theme go far to obliterate these defects. 

A. W . T . 

T H E S C R E E N 

SO M E years ago Harry Alan Potamkin 
pointed out that our comedians were far 

superior to our directors of film comedy. How 
true this is today is illustrated by the fact that 
the Marx brothers are still waiting for a de
cent film and a competent director; or that 
Sing Baby Sing could have been an extraordi
nary film had it been directed and written with 
skill. But the best illustration of this patholog
ical condition in the American comedy film is 
offered us in Paramount's The Big Broadcast 
0/ 1937—which, like a new model of a radio 
or a car, was presented ahead of its release 
date. W h a t the producers had on their hands 
was a crew of expensive (and many good) 
entertainers. In addition there were a couple 
of good gag men. And what to do about it? 
Well, there is an extraordinary machine called 
an optical printer, which will do more photo
graphic tricks than all the ingenious camera
men in Hollywood put together. So they let 
the comedians do their stuff and the separate 
sequences were joined together with nice, new 
shiny optical tricks. In other words, you won't 
find this a motion picture in any sense of the 
word, but you will find Gracie Allen, Jack 
Benny, Bob Burns all very funny; you will 
be disappointed that Benny Goodman is inter
rupted by tricky camera work, and that Sto-
kowski has been photographed in a way that 
will scare little children and thrill old maids. 
But the Bach (surprisingly enough) comes 
over remarkably well. 

Adventure in Manhattan (Columbia) is a 
thin comedy about the perennial mythical Hol

lywood newspaper man w'th a little of Mr. 
Deeds thrown in for good measure. On the 
other hand The Magnificent Brute (Uni
versal), starring Victor McLaglen, which is a 
story about steel workers, is one of the most 
disgusting, libelous, and cheap examples of the 
so-called "he-man" type of film comedy that 
has come along in many months. Finally, you 
will find Irwin {Bury the Dead) Shaw's initial 
effort in Hollywood an ordinary football yarn 
called The Big Game (R.K.O.-Radio) . 

P E T E R ELLIS . 

T H E D A N C E 

K U R T J O O S S and his European Ballet, 
now of Dartington Hall , Cornwall, 

England, which opened the New York dance 
season and now is on tour around the coun
try, their repertory substantially intact, pre
sented for the first time the not too fortunate 
The Prodigal Son. 

"Based on the Biblical story," the legend 
runs through the familiar pattern, "rags to 
riches and back again," prosaic, dull, and inept. 
If there was some pro founder motif in the com
position, it was pretty much buried in heavy 
pantomime and obvious caricature. 

Kur t Jooss is no mean choreographer; he 
has a sharp wit and a keen social sense; and his 
troupe is technically well equipped, Noelle de 
Mosa, Ernst Uthoff, and Hans Zuellig, espe
cially; but The Prodigal Son is someone's 
ostrich head safely grooved in some intel
lectual sand; and not much breath in it. 

After The Green Table, the prize-winning 
satire on top-hat diplomacy, and after Hitler 
made completely necessary the transfer of the 
entire Ballet to healthier climates, one might 
reasonably have expected a more vigorous ap
proach to its work. Cornwall is not so far 
from London and Mosley's blackshirts that 
Jooss must turn to the Bible for "basic prob
lems." O W E N B U R K E . 

The Radio 
(Times given are Easterji Standard, but all programs listed are on 
coast-to-coast hoolaips. Eieaders are asked to report at once any 
anti-working-class bias expressed by these artists or their sponsots.) 

FORTHCOMING BROADCASTS 

Earl Broivder, Mon., Nov 2, 10:45 p.m. N.B.C. blue. 
Norman Thomas, Sun., Nov. 1, 4:45 p.m. N.B.C. 

blue. 
"Mother" Bloor. Fri., Oct. 30, 11 p.m., N.B.C. red. 
Theater Collectiife. Winding up tbe series of weekly 

programs sponsored by the International Work
ers Order, supplemented by the I.W.O. sym
phony and mandolin orchestras. Thursday, Oct. 
29, WCFL, Chicago, 8:30 p.m. 

BISECTION BETt lBNS 

Columbia. Beginning at 6 p.m. Tues., Nov, 3, 
Columbia announcers will break in at will to 
announce such early election returns as are avail-
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GOOD FOOD 
GOOD SERVICE 

RESTIVE ATMOSPHERE 
Cost no more than in the cash and carry 
non-union restaurants. 
Fresh vegetables—fruits—dairy products 
—fish and health foods. Enjoy natural 
foods as nature intended. 

LUNCHEON: 40c DINNER: 60c 
Also a la Carte 

F A M M f ^ O O D 
VEGETARIAN RESTAURANTS 

37 West 33nd Street 104 West 40th Street 
* 143 West 49th Street 

* After theatre snacks. Open Sundays. 

CLUBS + UNIONS!! 
Investigate our special MULTIPRINT process . . . 
Ideal for sending out bulletins, noticea, etc. 
Quiek services and low prices. We also do regular 
multisraphing, mimeographing, printing and mail
ing work. Call BRyant 9-5053. 

MAILERS ADVERTISING SERVICE 
121 West 42nd Street New York City 

We're NOT 
Speculators 
I n spite of the fact t h a t the Adelph i 

is sold out for six weeks, we ' l l con

t inue to sell our tickets—r-as long as 

they hold o u t — a t regular prices—for 

S'lndalr Lewis' 

It Can't Happen Here 

4 NIGHTS 
for the 

NEW MASSES 

WED. 
Nov. 18 

Fi€la 
Nov. 20 

THUR. 
Nov. 19 

SAT. 
Nov. 21 

A D E L P H I THEATRE 
152 West 54th Street, New York City 

All seats reserved—2S and 55 cents—on 
sale at NEW MASSES, 31 East 27th Street, 
New York City (CA 5-3076), and 
Workers Bookshop, 50 East 13th Street. 

Auspices Friends of N E W MASSES. 

able. After 8 p.m. Columbia will take five 
minutes from each half-hour program to give 
returns. Beginning at 10:30, returns will con
tinue uninterrupted until a president is elected. 

National Broadcasting Co. Beginning at 7:15, Tues., 
Nov. 3, the red and blue networks will give 
five minutes every half hour to election returns. 

FOOTBAXL 

Minnesota-Northiuestern. Sat., Oct. 31, 1:45 p.m. 
Columbia. 

Fordham-Pittsburgh. Sat., Oct. 31, 1:45 p.m. N.B.C. 
blue. 

Yale-Dartmouth. Sat., Oct. 31, 2 p.m. Mutual. 

BEGtJtAB FEATURES 

Beethoven Sonata Series. Alexander Semmler, pian
ist. Sundays. 10:30 a.m., Columbia. 

Seattle Symphony Orchestra, with Cameron conduct
ing, Thursdays at 8 p.m., Columbia. 

Columbia Symphony Orchestra, Barlow conducting. 
Sundays at 3 p.m., Columbia. 

Fred Astaire and Johnny Green's Orchestra. Tues
days at 9:30 p.m., N.B.C. red. 

Andre Kostelaneiz's Orchestra. Wednesdays at 9 
p.m. and Fridays at 8:30 p.m. Columbia. 

Rudy Fa'llee's Varieties. Thursdays at 8 p.m., N.B.C. 
blue. 

Eddie Cantor and others. Sundays at 8:30 p.m., 
Columbia. Rebroadcast to West Coast, 11 p.m. 

Burns and Allen. Wednesdays at 8:30 p.m., Colum
bia. 

Willie and Eugene Howard. Wednesdays at 8:30 
p.m., N.B.C. blue. 

Stoopnagte and Budd. Wednesdays at 9 p.m., N.B.C. 
red. 

Raymond Gram Smng, commenting on international 
affairs. Fridays at 9 p.m.. Mutual. 

The March of Time. Thursdays, 10:30 p.m., Co
lumbia. 

The Screen 
IMPORTANT OPENING 

Nightingale, the Soviet Union's first film in color. 
Opens at Cameo, N. Y., Monday, Nov. 2. 

WORTH SEEING 

The Devil Is a Sissy. Some clever kids up to high 
jinks. 

The Gay Desperado. Mamoulian directs some en
joyable if synthetic gayety. 

Valiant Is the Word for Carrie. Gladys George in 
a more-or-less credible and well-acted story of 
a prostitute. 

Millions of Us, a fine labor short on the bill at the 
Cameo in N. Y. Clones Sunday, Nov. 1. Watch 
for it in your locality. 

Nine Days a Queen. Nova Pilbeam and Cedric 
Hardwicke in a film about Lady Jane Grey. 

The Theater 
THUMBS UP 

It Can't Happen Here. Sinclair Lewis's book done 
into a play by various authors, at the following 
theaters: Adelphi, N. Y.; Majestic, Brooklyn; 
Jefferson, Birmingham, Ala.; Mayan and Figue-
roa (Yiddish), Los Angeles; Columbia, San 
Francisco; Baker, Denver; Park, Bridgeport, 
Conn.; Palace, Hartford, Conn.; Blackstone, 
Chicago; Keith, Indianapolis; Repertory, Bos
ton ; Lafayette, Detroit; City, Newark, N. J. ; 
Warburton, Yonkers, N. Y.; Carter, Cleveland; 
Moore, Seattle; Scottish Rite, Tacoma. 

Gilbert & Sullimm (Martin Beck, N. Y.) . The 
Rupert D'Oyly Carte company in superlative 
production of the .Savoy operettas. The Pirates 
of Penzance, which will continue through Sat
urday, Oct. 31, will be followed by a week's 
run of The Yeomen of the Guard. 

Ten Million Ghosts (St. James, N. Y.). A vigorous 
play about munitions makers by the author of 
Men in White and Dead End. 

Tovarich (Plymouth, N. Y. ) . Slightly slanderous 
but very entertaining comedy with a swell cast, 
including a newcomer, Marta Abba. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 40c a line 
6 w^ords in a l ine 3 Lines iiiinlfnuni 

RESORTS 

Followers of the Trail Workers Cooperative Camp. 
Ideal place (or rest and recreation. Sports and cul
tural activities. Camp open all year. Write 
Buchanan, N. Y. 

BAVBN LODGE, 416—3rd St., Lakewood, N. J. 
Tel. Lakewood 922—City Information Bergen 4-0654. 
C. Boobar of Hotel Majestic ofifers the same comradely 
atmosphere, with special rates for New Masses readers. 

COUNTRY BOARD 

NATURE, TOO, IS GOING RED! 
Relax, play, eat well. Comfortable rusticity an hour 
from city. 'Tennis, golf, riding, winter sports nearby. 
Leaflet. Hattie Shaw, Nanuet, N. X. Tel. 291-J. 

AMPLIFIERS FOR RENT 
DANCE MUSIC amplified from latest swing records. 
Also loudspeaker for all occasions. White Sound 
Studio, 47 West 86th Street. SChuyler 4-4449. 

FURNISHED ROOM 
GREENWICH VIULAGE. Attractive, sunny room. 
$7.00 per week, private family. 312 Bleecker St., cor. 
Grove St. Apt. 2. 

FURNISHED ROOMS—BROOKLYN 

MANHATTAN BEACH HOTEL 
156 West End Avenue—SHeepshead 8-3000. 

37 Minutes from Times Square. 
Live at this modern fireproof hotel 

away from noise. 
• SINGLES ¥5 WEEKLY UP HALLOWE'EN PARTY 

DON'T MISS the swellest Hallowe'en Party in town, 
October 31st, 430 Sixth Ave. Partisan Headquarters. 
Admission 35 cents. 

THEATRE PARTY 
A FOUR-STAR French talkie. "Carnival in Flanders," 
at the FILMAETB, 58th St., W. of 7th Ave. Friday, 
October 30th. 6:00 to 9:30 P. M. Theatre party for 
Hlec. Camp. Fund. Branches Nos. 2 & 7. Tickets $.55 
at 230 7th Ave., or present this ad at the box-ofiice. 

HELP WANTED 

EXPERIENCED photographer with necessary equip
ment to do labor film in Puerto Rico. For details 
communicate with Box 103, Cidra, Puerto Kico.' 

LITERARY GROUP 
CULTURED, liberal, men and women (35-50 years) 
interested in joining literary discussion group, com
municate. New Masses, Box 1459. 

ORANGES FOR SALE 
SWEET JUICT, sun-ripened on trees. Delivered ex-
nress prepaid, $3.50 bushel basket. Grapefruit, $3.50. 
Mixed fruit, $3.50. A. H. Burket, Sehring, Florida. 

PLAY TABLE TENNIS 
PLAY TABLE TENNIS (Ping-Pong) at the Broad
way Table Tennis Courts, 1721 Broadway, bet. 54th-
55th Sts., N. y. C. One flight up. Expert Instruction; 
open from noon until 1 A. M. Tel. CO. 5-9088. 

PUBLICITY 
Do you need EFFECTIVE PUBLICITY (for individ

uals or organizations)? Attractive Leaflets? "Sell
ing" Letters? Result-bringing Promotion Cam
paigns? "Pulling" Advertisements (copy and lay
out) ? I'll do them for you at low cost. 

WILLIAM RANDORF, 4 East 28th Street, N. Y. O. 
Telephone: Caledonia 5-8300 

RUSSIAN TAUGHT 
MODERN RUSSIAN TAUGHT 

New Rules and Usages. Tourist conversational 
Course. MISS ISA WILGA, 457 West 57th Street, New 
York City. COlumbus 5-8450. 

RUSSIAN—Individual lessons and groups. Easy con
versational method. Translations. Eda Rogers, 94 
Greenmch Avenue, WAtkins 9-6834. 

MEN AND WOMEN 

A G O O D S T E A D Y I N C O M E 
Can Be Yours by Selling 

NEW MASSES 
Apply: 

DISTRICT BUILDERS 
37 E. 12th St , N. Y. C. 1st floor 
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The Postman 

didn't even ring 

ONCE! 
T ) E H I N D this touching little scene lies one 

"*- ' of the saddest stories ever told. Week

ends used to be really something for Timothy 

Swift and the other Swifts, but now when 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday roll around there's 

only that aching void as they watch the postman 

pass them by. And then, too, their friends 

don't drop around as often as they used to, and 

when they do, they don't find the Swifts the 

same sparkling crowd they used to be. 

Some things, they say, even your best friends 

won't tell you. That must be the case with the 

Swifts, because their trouble is such a simple 

little thing that Timothy would have taken care 

of it long ago if anyone had mentioned it. 

You don't want to'find yourself in the posi-

NEW MAS^ i, 31 East 27th Street, New York, N. Y. 

I don't wan' her Swift or Tinkham trouble. Please send me 
the NEW > £S regularly (one year $4.50; six months $2.50; 
three montf /l.25) for which I am enclosing payment. 

Name 

Street 

City and State 

Occupation . . . 

tion of the Swifts! That's why, being a good 

friend of yours, we're going to whisper in your 

ear what's wrong with the Swift menage. Along 

about Columbus Day, during a fit of .absent-

mindedness induced by the election campaign 

and the football season, Timothy let lapse his 

subscription to the New Masses/ Since then, 

that special cheery ring of the postman's is not 

for him, nor for Tabitha Swift and the little 

Swifts, and something vital has gone out of 

their lives. 

Don't let it happen to you! Great doings 

will be afoot after Election Day—things you'll 

have to know about if you expect to hold up 

your end as a live-wire member of your circle— 

things you'll have to know about if you want 

to stay in the main stream of the forward move

ment for peace, freedom, and progress. Don't 

be a Timothy Swift! Renew your subscription 

now! 

Avoid Tinkham trouble, t o o ! 
Abigail Tinkham, sometimes, is almost as badly off as the 
Swifts. 5he buys her NEW MASSES at the newsstand. But 
last week they were sold out, and the week before that she 
was in bed with a cold and couldn't get out to buy it. You 
can guard against Tinkham trouble by subscribing nota. 
(And it will save you money, too!) 
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