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jacket calls it a " C o m m u n i s t r i o t . " ) Priest ley 

describes the C o m m u n i s t leader as a wel l -

intent ioned, un imagina t ive N o r t h c o u n t r y m a n 

w h o par ro t s his Russ ian comrades and talks 

of " l i qu ida t i ng" the hourgeoisie only because, 

n o sadist, he does no t see them as real people. 

T h e comedy of er rors ends on an O p p e n -

heim note w h e n a big-shot in te rna t ional ad

v e n t u r e r is m u r d e r e d in a house of ill fame to 

which Rose had been lured to serve his pleas

u r e . E d w a r d , after a good deal of detective 

work , finds her the re alone after the m u r 

dere rs have fled. She wan t s to sneak ofl to 

Ha l i fo rd w i t h o u t more ado. B u t in a speech 

of impassioned incoherence tha t is apparent ly 

in tended to provide the key to the al legory, 

E d w a r d refuses. T h e y m u s t tel l t he police. 

" 'People can ' t go fighting and ki l l ing o the r 

peop le—I though t tha t the o ther n ight w h e n 

they w e r e all a t it in T r a f a l g a r Square and 

then the police came to clear up the mess— 

and we say it 's no business of ours . . . . I w a n t 

t o k n o w w h y this house w a s here, w h y this 

m a n came here , w h y somebody killed h i m — 

w h a t it 's al l about . W e can ' t go on like this, ' 

he cont inued, s t rangely, as it seemed to h e r — 

' W i t h you being lost, and then me lost, look

ing for you, and both of us lost, and things 

jus t happening to us and w e d o n ' t k n o w 

w h y . ' " T h e y can ' t , for certain, because the 

book ends on the next page. A n d however 

commendable such a confused and undirec ted 

plea for unde r s t and ing is on simple E d w a r d ' s 

par t , it is ha rd ly enough from M r . Pr ies t ley 

to keep the novel from seeming near ly as point

less as it is d iver t ing and easy to read. 
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Brief Reviews 
MIDWEST: A REVIEW. 650 Gatetuay Building, Min-

nealopis. 15c. 

This is the first issue of the magazine of the Mid
west Federation of Arts and Professions, and a very 
important one. A mere list of its contributors, who 
include Meridel Le Sueur, Edgar Lee Masters, 
Alfred Morang, Joe Jones, Meyer Levin, Kerker 
Quinn, Harry Thornton Moore, B. A. Botkin, and, 
among the communications, William Ellery Leon
ard and Sherwood Anderson, gives no notion of its 
interest and importance. It is not only a literary 
magazine for the expression of the distinctive life 
of their region for Middle-Western writers. In the 
fullest sense it is an expression of Midwest culture. 
Professor Botkin's article, "Regionalism: Cult or 
Culture?" is fine and illuminating, and is given 
pages of incidental but pointed documentation in the 
section of union news giving information of local 
Newspaper Guild Chapters, the Cleveland Inter-
Professiona! Association, Writers Union branches in 
the Midwest areas. Artists Unions, and organiza
tions of W.P.A. musicians; and in the pages deal
ing with suppressed murals in public buildings in 
Midwest cities. There is living breath in Midwest: 
A Review. 

T H E MAXIMS OF LA ROCHEFOUCAULD. Newly trans
lated with a foreword hy Louis Kronenberger. 
Stackpele Sens. $1.75. 

Louis Kronenberger's translation of one of the 
most remarkable classics in literature is clear and 
beautifully turned. La Rochefoucauld's wisdom is 
based on human self-centeredness, and with that 
X-ray he saw into the human interior with a pene
tration that ranks him among the great psychologists 
of the company of Montaigne, Saint-Simon and 
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Anniversary 

Two Big Events in December 

WEBSTER HALL 
119 BAST 11th STREET 

NEW TORK CITY 

Evening DEC. 4 

—It all began in igii . . . and now . . . the biggest, 
gayest, brightest costume ball of all. Don t miss it. 

2 BANDS 
DICK CARROLL 

and his all-star radio orchestra 

AND 

L E N N Y G A Y N O R 
and his Swing Sex te t t e 

N e w York ' s L a t e s t Sensat ion 
(Presented by Dick Carroll) 

Continuous Dancing till 3 A. M. 

Tickets; 
$1 in advance, $1.50 at the door 

TICKETS ON SALE: 
New Masses, 31 Bast 27tli St., Colum
bia Bookstore, 2960 Broadway, Rand 
Bookstore, 7 Bast 15th St., Putnam 
Bookstore, 2 West 45th St., Chelsea 
Bookshop, 58 West 8th St., Webster 
Hall, 119 East 11th St., Workers and 
Peoples Bookshops, 50 Bast 13th St., 
140 Second Ave., 115 West 135th St., 
218 Bast 84th St., N. T. C ; in the 
Bronx at 1001 Prospect Ave., and 
2067 Jerome Ave.; in Brooklyn at 
369 Sutter Ave., ffi Willoughby St., 
4531 16th Ave., 6507 Bay Parkway, 
Brighton 6th St., (on the boardwalk), 
and in Suunyside at 44-17 Queens 
Boulevard. 

Prizes for Costumes 

* 

MECCA AUDITORIUM 
133 WEST 55th STREET 

NEW TORK CITY 

SUNDAY 
Evening D E C . 1 3 

JOSEPH FREEMAN, Chairman ART YOUNG, Guest of Honor 
Well-known Contributors 

Selected Speakers Entertainment 
Reserved s e a t s ; 35c, 55c, and 83c. Boxes $6.60 ( s i x ) ; $8.80 ( e i g h t ) ; ?9.90 (n ine ) . 
On sale a t : New Masses , 31 E a s t 27th S t ree t , N e w York City, (CAledonia 5-3076). 

W o r k e r s Bookshop, 50 E a s t 13th St ree t , New York City. 
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BLOOMFIELD'S 
118 Eas t 14th St . 0 p p . I rv ing Place 

Tel . : TOmpkins Square 6-6058-6065 
VICTOR and COLUMBIA 

Symphonic and Chamber Music recordings 
Radios 8C P h o n o g r a p h s b y A n s l e y 

" S P E C I A l , B B T L E A S E " 
An exclusive domestic pressing of the English 
Society Issue of the organ music of J. S. Bach. 
Played by Albert Schweitzer, organist; on the 
organ of "All Hallows' Church, London, 

Excellent mail order service 
r R E B Delivery In New York City 

COMB IN ANW BROWSE AROUND 
All orders can be delivered before Xmas Eve. 

SYlViPOSIUM 
on the problems of the rural South 

Clyde Johnson, Sec. of Share Croppers Union 
Lester Granger, Industrial Sec. Nat. Urban League 
Lucille Milner, Civil Liberties Union 
Ben Goldstein 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER S3—8:30 P. M. 
Edisen HaU, 326 West 49th Street, New York City. 

For tile benefit of the Share Choppers Uni&n. 
Auspices: Progressive Soutliem Club. 
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A L L 
your questions answered 

F R E E 
with a six-month subscription to 

NEW MASSES 
The nevp edition of Earl Browder's 
clear, readable explanation of what 
the , Communist Party stands for 
and how it works. If you have it 
yourself, get it for your friends. 

NEW MASSES, 31 East 27th St., N . Y. C. 
Please send me "What Is Communism" by 
Earl Browder, and New Masses for six 
months. I enclose $2.50. 

Name-

Address 

City 

Occupation.. 

..State... 

Proust. But, as Mr. Kronenberger shows in his 
graceful and illuminating foreword, it is a partial 
wisdom. It is sufficient as an analysis of the mo
tives and conduct of a privileged class whose duty, 
since they not only lived for themselves, but had the 
world live for them, was self-indulgence, and whose 
ambition was greater self-indulgence. Nevertheless, 
to the extent that there is a capacity in all of us to 
exploit advantage, and life provides some occasion to 
all of us for selfishness to operate, La Rochefoucauld's 
wisdom is not likely ever to become obsolete. 

T H E TRUTH ABOUT THE LIBERTY LEAGUE, by Grace 

Hutchins. International Pamphlets. 2c. 

The composition of the Liberty League, its pur
poses both real and avowed, the parallel in dominant 
figures and program with the'Republican Party are 
here given in a vivid analysis based upon clearly 
marshaled data. Its circulation should be a pow
erful aid in the drive against reaction. 

AUDUBON, hy Constance Rourke. Harcourt, Brace Sf 
Co. Illustrated. $3. 

This is the November co-selection (with A. E. 
Housman's More Poems) of the Book-of-the-Month 
club. Audubon, a true genius, was not only a 
self-taught artist and naturalist but had to be his 
own promoter and salesman in the publication of 
his epoch-making works. His career was a noble 
one, reflecting the pioneering courage and resource
fulness of America in the early eighteen-hundreds; 
Miss Rourke's account of it is a good example of 
scholarly yet evocative biographical writing. 

Also Published This Week 
(A listing of important new boolis not necessarily recommended.) 

Maiden Castle, by John Cowper Powys. Simon & 
Schuster. $2.50. Novel. 

Selected Poems, by Witter Bynner. Edited by Robert 
Hunt. Knopf. $2.50. 

Not under Forty, by Willa Gather. Knopf. $2. 
Essays and reminiscences. 

Prize Stories of 1936. O. Henry Award, edited by 
Harry Hansen. Doubleday. Doran. $2.50. 

The Neiu York Tribune Since the Civil War, by 
Harry W. Baehr, Jr. Dodd, Mead. $3. 

The Return of the Weed, by Paul Horgan. Harper. 
$2. Novel of the Southwest. 

Why We Went to War, by Newton D. Baker. Pub
lished by Harper for the Council on Foreign 
Relations. $1.50. 

The Shipbuilders, by George Blake. Lippincott. 
$2.50. Novel; English Book Society choice. 

Recently Recommended 
Bitter Victory, by Louis Guilloux, translated by 

Samuel Putnam. McBride. $2.50. War novel. 
Courthouse Square, by Hamilton Basso. Scribner's. 

$2.50. Novel of the South. 
.^sop Said So, lithographs by Hugo Gellert. Covici, 

Friede. $1.75. Fables in modern dress. 
Mexico: A Revolution by Education, by George I. 

Sanchez. , Viking. $2.75. 
The War in Outline, by Liddell Hart. Random 

House. $2. A critical history of strategy. 
How to Run a War, by Bruce Winton Knight, 

Knopf. $2. An unsentimental blueprint for 
war-mongers. 

Caleb Catlum's America, by Vincent McHugh. 
Illustrated by George T . Hartmann. Stackpole. 
$2.50. Tall tales with sociological overtones. 

The'Velloiv Spot: The Extermination of the Jews 
in Germany. Knight, Inc. $2. A documentary 
study. Introduction by the Bishop of Durham. 

The Negro as Capitalist, by Abram L. Harris. Am. 
Academy of Political & Social Science. $3. 

More Poems, by A. E. Housman. Knopf. $2. 
Lincoln Steffens Speaking. Harcourt, Brace. $2.50. 

A collection of Steffens's essays, sketches, etc. 
All Brides Are Beautiful, by Thomas Bell. Little, 

Brown. $2.50. Novel. 
An American Testament, by Joseph Freeman. Far-

rar & Rinehart. $3. Autobiography of a N E W 
MASSES editor. Book Union choice for October. 

WPA 
FEDERAL 
THEATRE 
£ycnin(s Only 

NOW PLAYING 

" I T CAli'T HAPPEN HERE" 
Adelghl Theatn. 54th St.. E. of 7th Av«. 
Biltmoro Thea., (in Yiddish) 47 St. 8 Avt. 
Maiestic Thea.. Ful. St.. RkwI. PI.. B'lyn 

"891" Presents —A Farce Comedy 

"HORSE EATS HAT" 
MAXINE ELLIOTT Thea.. 39th St. 

E. of B'way. CH. 4-5715. Evgs. 8 MO. 

KATAYEV'S 3 Act Comedy 
DALY'S Thea. (Experi.) 63 St. E. of B'way 

"THE PATH OF FLOWERS" 
Evgs. 8:40 01. 7.5352 

CHILDREN'S THEATRE presents 

" T h e Emperor's New Clo thes" 
Heckscher Theatre, 104th Street. 5th Avenue 

THURS. and FRI. MATINEES, at 4 — SAT, at 2:30—150-250 

LAFAYETTE (Negro Thea.). I3lst.7th Ave. 
Evenings 8.40 Tl . 5-1424 

25^.55 
MO MiaMKH 

MEd. S.SK2 

ggF;.| "mm" 
JAMES W. WISE ISOBEL W. SOULE 

Delegates returning from 

BRAZIL 
will report at 
Hotel New Yorker 
MONDAY—NOT. 23—8:30 

South Amer ican Music 

Tickets: 
25c—50c—$1.00 

Other Speakers: 
Rev. A. Clayton Powell, Jr. 
Joseph Brodsky 
Dr. Kurt Rosenfeld 
Rev. Ralph Read. 

Joint Committee for the De
fense of the Brazilian People 
156 Fiftll Avenue, N. T. C. 

(Boom 530) 
Tel.: CHetaea 2-7308 

All Trails Lead to 

^^THE JAMBOREE" 
at 

IRVING PLAZA HALL 
15th Street and Irving: Place 

T H A N K S G I V I N G EVE. , Wed^ N O T . 
given by 

FOLLOWERS OF THE TRAIL 
Branch 600, I. W. O. 

Swing Your Partner to 
JOHN MASON'S SWING MUSIC 

Hear THE SINGING COWBOY 
ADMISSIOK 50 CENTS 
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3WJ? WEEK MIV 'TUB SOVMBT MJKMWt 
LeYaneVsky, on. r B H R f ' S i J H l I • ^ '̂̂ -̂'̂ ^ Msrcb 
Soviet SoitTeUs ^ ^ 2 » l « i ^ f e < ( i A A. ' *" ^ " " ^ ^ ^ 

About Fliglit' ** 

MOSCOW'S ONIY 

E GUSH WEtKLY! 
Authent ic yi ta l ncwrs! 
Reviews USSR thea t re , books, spor t s . 
Subscribe tlirough 

BOOKNIGA ^,TiS:x.7S:^:c. 
[Inquire aiout Soviet English Monthlies) 

ALL BOOKS EECOMMBNDBD BY THE 
NEW MASSES 

Are Obtainable at the 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATED 
BOOKSHOPS 

liisted on Page 30 

w 
PIECES OF MUSIC 

Announcing an extraordlnarj 
sale of 100,000 Parlophone, 
Odeon, Decca discs. Thest 
marvelous European record 

ihgs comprise the cream of the world's finest music. A selectioi 
to gratify evevy taste. Sale prices: 50c & 75c per record. Vatues, 
$1.50 & $2.00. Mail orders. Catalog. 
GRAMOFHONS: SHOP, Inc.. 18 E. 48th St., N. Y. C 
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