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SIGHTS AND S O U N D S 
A British film of the Russian revolution—Unions and phonograph records—Picasso's influence 

IN spite of the fact that Jacques Feyder 
who is known to American audiences for 
his Kermesse Heroique (Carnival in Flan

ders) directed Knight Without Armor (Lon
don Films—United Artists), I was afraid that 
the dramatization of James Hilton's romantic 
novel of the Russian revolution might tend to 
he another anti-Soviet motion picture. I t is, 
however, as liberal and honest as it is commer
cially possible to be about the Soviet Union 
and the Russian revolution. By that I do 
not mean that it is a true picture of the Rus
sian revolutionary movement or of the civil 
war. One could hardly expect that. But out
side of the plot, the film does try very hard 
to establish authenticity of locale and types. 
Except in one or two cases, the revolutionists 
and the peasants are not ridiculed. On the 
other hand, with the exception of Marlene 
Dietrich who is, after all, the star, the Whites 
are not glorified. In the true spirit of lib
eralism, Feyder tries to show acts of cruelty 
and terror on both sides. If anything, this 
so-called objectivity gives a slightly higher 
score to the Reds. 

In any event the film is essentially a series 
of episodes in which Donat, an Englishman 
who finds himself with the Red partisans, tries 
to get Marlene Dietrich out of the country 
so that they can live happily ever after in 
England. Thus, they are alternately captured 
by the Whites and Reds. 

T h e first half of the film is exciting. The 
sequence in Siberia is especially satisfying from 
the point of view of drama as well as of ex
position. The sequence in which the Reds 
recapture a town lost to the Whites is stir
ring. But after we have had three or four 
dramatic climaxes in addition to an idyllic 
love sequence between Donat and Dietrich, 
the film becomes a bore. There is no reason 
for its having ended where it did, since it 
might have stopped earlier or gone on indefi
nitely. T h e two stars do manage to escape, 
however, through the kindness and courtesy of 
the American Red Cross. 

In spite of its dull plot, the film is excep
tionally interesting from a formal point of 
view. The sets by Lazare Meerson, who 
worked for Rene Clair and Carnival in Flan
ders, are simple and brilliantly executed. 
Feyder has managed to make the photography 
more than good. And there are several se
quences that are examples of brilliant imagina
tion, especially the scene with the insane sta
tion master. The supporting cast is first rate. 

King "Solomon's Mines (Gaumont British) : 
Another one of Rider Haggard's adventure 
tales Gome to the screen. I t is far better enter
tainment than the R.K.O. version of She. 
Robert Stevenson has managed to give us 
several imaginative episodes in this story of a 

- "ire hunt in northern Africa. Paul Robe

son's wonderful voice and singing is outstand
ing even though the lyrics are meaningless. 
Cedric Hardwicke and Roland Young also 
contribute entertainment value to the film. 

The Emperors Candlesticks ( M . G . M . ) : His
tory in its most romantic and unsatisfactory 
manner. The story of how a group of Polish 
nationalists of the last century kidnaped the 
Czar's son in order to force the Russian exe
cutioner to release one of their countrymen. 
William Powell is the debonair Polish agent 
who must get the ransom note to the Czar and 
Luise Rainer the Russian agent who is sup
posed to turn Powell over to the Russian se
cret police. Needless to say, their paths cross, 
and there is romance. There is also a nasty 
head of the Russian secret police who has it 
in for Miss Rainer because she was outwitted 
by Mr . Powell. But the Czar is very noble; 
he recognizes true love and he succeeds in 
playing Cupid. A complete waste of such a 
brilliant actress as Miss Rainer. 

PETER ELLIS . 

P H O N O G R A P H M U S I C 

S I X weeks ago t h e N E W M A S S E S 
[issue of May 28] carried an article 

criticizing certain labor conditions at the 
Bridgeport plant of the American Record 
Company, makers of Columbia, Brunswick, 
Vocalion, Perfect-Melotone, Master, and 
Variety records. At that time there was no 

union organization whatsoever in the factory, 
and wages were far from high. 

W h a t has happened since then reads like a 
fairy tale. T h e United Electrical and Radio 
Workers ' Union, a C.I .O. affiliate, went to 
work and succeeded in organizing more than 
90 percent of the workers. T h e management, 
upon the enlightened advice of its president, 
Richard Altschuler, called a meeting of the 
workers at which it informed them that they 
were free to join any union they pleased, and 
that the company would recognize as sole bar
gaining agent whatever union was endorsed 
by a majority of the employees. Last week 
M r . Altschuler signed a closed-shop agree
ment with the U.E.R.W., granting a I 2 j ^ 
percent wage increase, a five-day forty-hour 
week with pay for overtime, seniority rights 
and complete grievance machinery, with the 
further stipulation that all employees must be
come members of the union within thirty days 
after employment. This contract is a mile
stone in the history of the phonograph indus
t ry; it is the first closed shop agreement that 
the powerful U .E .R .W. has been able to se
cure in the state of Connecticut. 

The American Record Company manufac
tures approximately 40 percent of the records 
on the American market. Its labor policy is 
now far more advanced than that of any other 
phonograph company. T h e Decca plant in 
New York is still completely unorganized, 
and the R.C.A, Victor Company is busily en
gaged in fighting a National Labor Relations 
Board election in which an overwhelming 
majority of the workers chose the U .E .R .W. 
rather than the company union. Readers 
should bear this fact in mind. 

D U R I N G the last few years Jascha Heifetz has 
surged forward in the musical world. His 
concert programs, which once were overloaded 
with Vieuxtemps, Wieniawski, and other tech
nical trash, have become models of taste and 
insight. He is now always on the lookout for 
new music and unhackneyed works of estab
lished composers. Rudolph Polk, who became 
associated with Heifetz two years ago, is said 
to have had much to do with his artistic awak
ening, but the main credit belongs to Heifetz. 

Four years ago it would never have occurred 
to Heifetz to record such uncommercial items 
as the two Mozar t sonatas for violin and piano 
in B-flat major (Koechel Nos. 378 and 454) , 
which Victor has just released on Master-
works Set 343. Although he is far from an 
ideal interpreter of Mozart , Heifetz plays 
these two delightful sonatas with faultless 
technique, a tone which only occasionally 
acquires an excess of schmaltz, superb rhythm, • 
and commendaMe restraint. Emanuel Bay is 
an excellent partner at the piano, although he 
is perhaps lacking in grace. 

Another magnificent Victor release is the 
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The Fieldstone 
on Round hake 

A place of unexcelled beauty for rest and 
recreation in the heart of the Ramapo 
Mountains one hour from New York. 

SwiTnming, hoatingg tennis^ riding^ 
golf and other sports 

P . O. BOX 397 TBI iBPHONI! ! 
MONROE, N . Y. MONBOB 8501 

A descriptive folder will be sent 
at your retpteat 

The City Projects Council, the W.P.A. Teachers 
Union and the Workers Alliance, take pleasure in 

announcing the opening of 
A BBAUTIFUI, RUBAl BETBEAT 
I N T H E C A T S K I L L S 

THE nuinniE 
LAKE HUNTINGTON NEW YORK 
SWIMMING BOATING FISHING 

HANDBALL TENNIS BASEBALL 
EXCELLENT CUISINE 

RATES: 
$16 P E E W E E K —• $3.75 P E E DAY 

City Reservations Representative 
r . H O E O W I T Z 

139 W E S T 22nd St. CHelsea 3-7322-3 

ABRAM RESNICK 
Director 

GJoucesier, Mass. 

K^harmtn^ 
UNPRETENTIOUS 
on picturesque bay at 
Gloucester—fine spir i t 
whoie-hedrted d i r ec 
tion. A l l land and sea 
sports. Send lor booklet" 

-VITA-RAY HOUSE-
F E E E H O L D , N E W J B B S B Y 

A Vegetarian Resort 
• All Outdoor Sports on • Variety of excelleBtly 

Premises—Golf Nearby prepared foods 
• Beautiful Country A Fare: $1.60 round-trip 

$20 A WEEK — $3 A DAY 
For New York Information 

BESTFOOD RESTAURANT V. Tofllowsky 
225 West S6th Street Tel. CHickering 4-8547 

^ ^ 

JtmL. T I M B C R L ^ ? 
A Modern Camp 

for Adults 
• 

Booklets and 
reservations 

31 W. 42nd St. 
P E n n . S-766S 

TIMBERLA 
POXXEESVIL,!,] 

(Warren 
E s t h e r E . Kess ler 

The Rare Charm 
of an I n t i m a t e 
Congenial Group 

Modera te Ba tes 

. All Spor t s 
Super ior Cuisine 

De Luxe Bunga lows 

N Y C E B F a r e $1.66 

• V n r ^ I n The 
X N J L / Adironda«ks 
E, N E W T O B K 
County) 
- I s rae l H . Kessler 

T W I N 
P INES 

A Camp for 
Adults 

Tennis , handbal l , basebal l , vol
leyball, basketbal l , sand beach 
ba th ing , boat ing, fishing, etc. 
De luxe rooms have individual 
screened sun porch, adjo in ing 
ba th ($35). Comfortable b u n k s 

T W I N P I N E S on TKOtJT B A K E 
SAMCBB S A I B E B , P r o p . 
P . O., Lake George, N. Y. 

SOUTH WIND 
LtMITED TO 125 ADULT GUESTS 
i45 Beautiful Acres Lar^e Private Lake 
Swimming, rowing, Ashing, tennis. ALL 
sports, dancing, urofessional tlieatre. 
Reasonable rates. 

You'll like the folks you meet here 
SOUTH WIND, Woodbourne. N. Y. 

New Yorli Office: 154 Nassau St. SEeliman 3-1778 
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Bruno Wal ter version of the most wonderful 
of Brahms's symphonies, the third, in F-major 
( M - 3 4 1 ) . T h e tone of the Vienna Philhar
monic is superlative, the recording more than 
adequate; the only thing lacking is some of the 
rhvthmic fire to be found in the version by 
Clemens Krauss, which is not available in this 
country. 

Topping the Columbia July supplement is 
a domestic recording of one of the last great 
Mozart quartets, No. 25 in F-major (Set 
296) . T h e Stradivarius String Quartet, which 
includes Pochon and D'Archambeau of the 
late Flonzaley, as well as Wolfe Wolfinson, 
first violin, and Marcel Dick, viola, gives an 
extremely competent performance. T h e record
ing seems to be far superior to that of the 
Roth Quartet, and the album is in every way 
a wise investment. 

Yella Pessl climaxes her extremely active 
recording career with an album of fourteen 
Scarlatti sonatas for harpsichord (Columbia 
Set 298) . I, for one, am sick of seeing the 
patronizing notices Miss Pessl has been receiv
ing from record critics, for her playing here is 
of the highest order. Her technique is prac
tically impeccable, and her crispness of style 
makes these slight works appear like gems. 
Hardly any of these sonatas have been pre
viously recorded. 

J O H N H A M M O N D . 

T H E F I N E A R T S 

PICASSO'S message to the North Ameri
can Committee to Aid Spanish Democ

racy espousing the loyalist cause in Spain 
should awaken a new interest in his art in the 
United States. His words are a challenge 
to all artists today who are struggling for the 
right to live and create. 

" M y whole life as an artist has been noth
ing more than a continuous struggle against 
Reaction and the death of art. How could 
anybody think for a moment that I could be 
in agreement with Reaction and death, against 
the people, against freedom?" 

In these moving words, Picasso has written 
the best criticism of his own art. Like the 
sensitive seismograph, which records a catas
trophe in nature, Picasso, the artist, registers 
the social earthquake of fascism and recoils 
from its violence. More than anyone, he per
ceives that a system bolstered by war and vio
lence can have no place for the creative artist, 
even for those artists who conservatively up
hold the ideals of bourgeois society. For in 
practice fascism opposes the very ideals which 
the bourgeoisie formulated when it was a pro
gressive class. T h e creative artist, whose busi
ness it is to deal with forms and images and 
emotions, is bound to call attention to this 
terrific contradiction, which the fascists strive 
so hard to conceal in order to mask the naked 
dictatorship of monopoly capitalism. 

No one who has ever stood in the room in 
the Museum of Western Art in Moscow, 
which is lined to the ceiling with Picasso's 
paintings, could help but feel that he was in 
the presence of one of the great tragic artists 

ECHO I 
L A K e l , 
•mVERN 

ADIRONPACKS 
WARRENSeURG 

COLORFUL 
CONGENIAL 

COMFORTABLE 

R A T E S : $29.50 UP 

ECHO LAKE TAVERN 
WARRENSBURG. NEW YORK 

City Plione: VAnderbilt 3-9875 

FUN 
FOR 
ALL! 

I 
All spor t s 
facilities 
P r iva t e lal te! 
Swimming pool ! 
Social a n d the
a t r ica l p rog ram 
directed by 
J O H N F O E D , 
New Torl t 
s tage director 
of "STBBB." 
Reasonable , 
ra tes . 

COOKS 
FALLS 
LODGE 

COOKS FALLS. NEW YORK 
N. Y. OfllM —250 W. 57th Street 

Phone: COIumbus 5-3690 

RESERVE NOW! 

MAUD'S # 
SUMMER-RAY 

N O E T H B B A N C H SUI-BIVAN CO., N . Y. 
HOTEL-CAMP FACILITIES 

—^Horseback Riding— 
Handball—Tennis—Swimming—Rowing 

"Air-Conditioned" Rates 
200 acres of hiking Enjoy fresh, delicious food 

MODICOT P U P P E T S 
SYMPHONIC S T R I N G Q U A E T E T 
P E O F E S S I O N A t THBATBICABS 

Bus: Sullivan County Bus Line, 242 W. 84th Street.; 
1368 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, New York. 

Train: Erie R. R. 23rd Street or Chambers Street 
Ferry. Stop at Callieoon Station. 

Phone: Callieoon 95. City information: DI 2-5786 

HILLTOP LODGE 
HOPEWELL JUNCTION, NEW YORK 

ON SYLVAN LAKE 
(65 Miles from New York) 

i( Tennis Cour ts 
•ilr Golf—free 
ir P i n g p o n g 
ie Fo rums , Socials, 

Theatr ica ls 

•k H a n d b a l l 
if H o r s e s 
if Excel lent Food 
if Danc ing to F i n e 

Orches t ra 

B A T E S ! P E E W E E K 

$22.50 $24.00 $25.00 
New York Office: COr t land t 7-3958 

N E W YORK C E N T R A L TO P A W L I N G , N . Y. 

PAINT-WRITE-STUDY-REST 

at SACKS FARM 
Saugerties, N. Y. R. No. I, Box 267 Saugerties 82 F 5 

Running brook for bathing and fishing. 
Horseback Riding. Finest home cooking* 

July-August: $17 peir week 
City In fo rmat ion : BUtterfleld 8-9683 

UNCAS LODGE 
UNCASVII - IE , CONN. 

~^ A charming , unpre t en t ious 
camp and 165-acre New E n g 
land farm. An ideal re t rea t : 
for lovers of rus t ic beau ty . 

• P r i v a t e Twin liOkes. 
• 3 Clay Tennis Cour ts . 
• Saddle Horses a n d Golf. 
• 4 ' P i n g - P o n g Tables . 
O Unexcelled Cuisine. 
• Socials, Thea t r ica l s . 

"Send for Booklet" Dancing to a Fine Orchestra 

Norwich 1868, r i i ig 5 N . Y. p h o n e : P E e s . 8-8649 
M M I T E D TO 75 GUESTS 
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