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S I G H T S AND S O U N D S 
Filming a novel of bourbon oppression—A World's Fair community center—American folk music 

WARD GREENE'S novel of mur
der, trial by prejudice, and lynch
ing, Death in the Deep South, 

reaches the screen under the title They Won't 
Forget (Warner Bros.). It is an outstanding 
and powerful motion picture, ably directed and 
produced by Mervyn LeRoy who also has 1 
dm a Fugitive from a Chain Gang to his 
credit. 

The story is simple and direct. A murder 
is discovered. The janitor of a southern school-
house, a Negro, is immediately suspected, and 
the police proceed to get a confession from 
him. It isn't important to check the janitor's 
story. "Don't figure it is necesary," says one 
blue-coat. "Give me one more hour with him, 
and I'll have a confession." But the district-
attorney, with an eye on the coming elections, 
has other ideas. Convicting a Negro would 
be too easy, too much in the ordinary run of 
things. And so a net of circumstantial evi
dence is vTOven to prove that the northern 
school-teacher, an outsider in the community, 
is guilty of the rape and murder of the victim 
who was one of his pupils. He is tried by a 
prejudiced court, prosecuted by the politically 
ambitious district-attorney, convicted by a 
crooked jury, and lynched by a mob. 

The director turns his camera on the fright
ened, bulldozed witnesses. He depicts the sen
sationalism of the yellow press which uses the 
case to build circulation and, at the same time, 
helps to incite the lynching. 

One of the outstanding things about the 
film is that there are no big stars to hinder 
the story. If ever one needed confirmation that 
a competent director can put over what he 
has to say without "stars," this film supplies 
that proof. Most of the actors have only 
played "bit" parts. The only big name is that 
of Claude Rains who plays the part of the 
ambitious district-attorney with great skill and 
conviction. And while I'm discussing the cast, 
it is important to mention that Clinton Roso'-
mond who plays the Negro janitor contributes 
one of the nicest bits of acting that has been 
seen in a long time. When he is being ques
tioned during the trial, it is obvious that he is 
being intimidated to falsify his testimony. 
Tra,pped in his lies by the defense attorney's 
question: "And you're scared right now, too, 
aren't you?," he answers: "Well, you see, ah's 
colo'd, an' . . ." Clearly and brutally the in
timidation of the Negro is brought out. 

Naturally this film will be compared with 
Fury from which Mervyn LeRoy borrowed 
much. The director has also utilized material 
from the Scottsboro trials, as, for instance, in 
the scene in which the district-attorney intro
duces the murdered girl's clothes as evidence 
of the accusation. But in spite of the fact that 
the line of the story is straighter in the current 
film, in spite of the fact that the victim is 
lynched and the district-attorney questions tKe 
man's guilt only after the lynching. They 

Wont Forget doesn't have the impact or the 
emotional drive that gave Fury all its force. 
It certainly doesn't have the directorial skill 
or imagination that went into the making of 
Fury. One must, however, give the director 
credit for a very powerful and extremely imag
inative dramatization of the actual lynching. 

To a certain extent the films loses some of 
its force because of the many concessions to 
censorship and the general Hollywood antag
onism toward realism. On the other hand, it 
proves very conclusively how powerful a me
dium the cinema is. The book itself suffered 
from a certain superficiality and surface treat
ment. Thus, in spite of the fact that the film 
treatment is milder and less factual than the 
book, it is an immeasurably more powerful 
social document. They Won't Forget deserves 
our complete support. 

Easy Living (Paramount) : A Cinderella 
story with so much slapstick that is ridiculous, 
and unbelievable, and exaggerated, that it be
comes a burlesque on itself. Edward Arnold 
as J. P. Ball, the banker, who gets mixed up 
with the shopgirl who finally marries Ball's 
son, has never been better. And Jean Arthur, 
as the shopgirl, contributes her best and, very 
surprising, her most human performance. The 
slapstick is loud and violent. No matter by 
what standards you judge films, this is a very 
funny one. PETER ELLS. 

T H E F I N E A R T S 

BY FAR the most exciting exhibit in the 
large and well-selected summer show 

which the Museum of Modern Art has opened 
in its temporary quarters on West 4gth Street, 
New York, is the project for a community 

center for the coming World's Fair presented 
by the Architects', Painters', & Sculptors' 
Collaborative. Oscar Storonov, young archi
tect who received honorable mention in the 
international design competition for the Pal
ace of the Soviets, has done a complex of 
three buildings united by a large circular open-
air swimming pool surrounded by a colonnade. 
He has been aided by a group of fifteen mural 
painters, members of the National Mural So
ciety, and six sculptors, who have provided 
elaborate decorations as an integral part of 
the plan. 

The idea of creating a community center 
for the World's Fair as an example of what 
our cities need for their cultural development 
was the spontaneous effort of artists dissatis
fied with contemporary conditions. They had 
learned that the economic plight of so many 
artists in the United States, which has been 
crucial since the depression, was related in 
part to the fact that the artist did not func
tion practically and actively in present-day 
social life. Formerly the best artists produced 
chiefly for rich patrons, and the general public 
was deprived of the benefit of their work. 
Now these progressive artists, eager to reach 
the larger public and aware that many munici
pal governments throughout the U.S.A. are 
embarking on better-housing projects, decided 
to create an ideal community center for edu
cational and recreational activities. The re
sult is this interesting model designed for a 
community with a population of 100,000. 

Storonov has worked in the international 
functional style, uniting three diversely 
shaped buildings centered on the swimming 
pool. 

The buildings provide three types of recrea-
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J K I J T g o , 1 9 S 7 29 

American Hospitals in Six Months 

in SPAIN 
Celebration Dinner of welcome to 

DR. EDWARD 

B A R S K Y 
Noted New York surgeon who estab
lished six American hospitals in 
Spain from where he has just re
turned with a first-hand report of 

the battles on the Madrid 
and Cordoba fronts. 

JULY 21st, 8 P.M. 
in the air-cooled 

HOTEL ROOSEVELT 
Madison Ave. & 45th St. 

Chairman 

AUSTIN M A C C O R M A C K 
Commissioner of Correction 

JOSE GIBEENAU 
Spanish Consul for the Southivest 

DR. WALTER B. CANNON 
Of Harvard Medical School 

National Chairman Medical Bureau 

DAVID L. PODELL 
President, Beth Israel Hospital 

LEANE ZUGSMITH 
Novelist, author of "Time to Remeviher" 

DR. FOSTER KENNEDY 
Chief, Division of Neurology, Bettevae Hospital 

Admission: $ 2 . 7 5 
Admission to Balcony for Speeches: $1.00 

Avspices 

Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy 
381 F o u r t h Avenue, New York 

P h o n e : M u r r a y Hill 4-5301 

ENJOY YOUR VACATION AT 

EAGER ROSE GARDEN 
Bushvil le , N . Y . (Bet. Monticello and Ferndale) 
Fish ing — Ba th ing — Tennis — Social Activities. 

Pr iva te Ba ths and Showers. Pro le ta r ian 
r a t e for t h e month of J u l y . 

N. Y.: DRydock 4-3388 P h o n e : Monticello 571 

ARROW-HEAD LODGE 
ELLENVILLE, NEW YORK 

CHARMING, WELL ORGANIZED PLACE 
HORSEBACK GOLF HANDBALL 

TENNIS _ DANCING 
City information: 

D B . B. NEWMAN J E r o m e 6-S3S4 

^n^^nm^^n^i^^m^i^^mimjinnn^i^^^i^mn^^n^ 

tion: public entertainment, study, and sport. 
In the first building, heading the colonnade, is 
a modern 2000-seat auditorium to be used for 
theatrical performances, public meetings, and 
movies. An L-shaped building contains the 
library, scientific laboratories, art gallery, and 
workshops virhere amateurs may learn applied 
arts and crafts. A large V-shaped building 
houses an indoor swimming pool, gymnasium, 
and cafeteria and is adjoined by an outdoor 
tennis arena. A nursery and playground for 
children is provided for mothers who wish to 
spend time at the various activities. T h e clas
sic ideal of a sound mind in a sound body has 
inspired these artists in the selection of recrea
tion, sport, and study. 

T h e mural painters who participated are 
well known artists: Marion Greenwood, Leo 
Katz, Hugo Gellert, Harold Lehman, Monty 
Lewis, Ryah Ludins, Howard L. Irwin, 
Michael Lenson, Jacob Burck, Anatol Shul-
kin, Stuyvesant Van Veen, Max B. Starr, and 
Clara Fargo Thomas. They have chosen to 
depict such subjects as industry, power, sports, 
labor, food, etc. Unfortunately the style of 
large pictorial murals seems at variance with 
the purist form of the architecture, which is 
far better suited to the geometric patterns of 
Mondrian. Lack of integration between the 
plastic arts and architecture is no new phe
nomenon and can be resolved only 'by just 
such cooperative efforts as this new group is 
attempting. In this first instance, due to lack 
of time, many of the mural painters did not 
know or see the architectural model for which 
they designed their murals, nor did they work 
sufficiently together so that their mural com
positions would harmonize. T h e sculptors 
have been more successful in designing with 
the architect in mind, particularly the sculp
tures of Jose Ruiz de Rivera, whose floating 
marble islands to be used as rafts and diving 
boards serve both a practical and anesthetic 
purpose in the whole design of the circular 
swimming pool. Other sculptors contributing 
include William Zorach, who has made a 
large fountain in the shape of a Greek pedi
ment, Minna Harkavy, Concetta Scaravag-
lione, Aaron Goodelman, and Isamu Noguchi. 

A provocative experiment is Louis Fer-

AIB 
COOLED 

JULY 
19 

FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
of the Anti-Fascist 

Struggle in Spain 

AIB 
COOLED 

Honor the Heroes of Spain! 
Voice Your Solidarity with the Spanish 

People! Protest Italian and German 
Invasion of Spain! 

• 

SPEAKERS 

Ambassador Fernando de Los Rios 
In his first public address since his return from Spain 

Dr. Edward Barsky 
Chief of Medical Bureau hospitals in Spain. 

His first American appearance. 

• 

Rep. Jerry J. O'Connell 
Sponsor of the Embargo Resolution No. $90 

against Italy and Germany 

Norman Thomas Earl Browder 

Vito Marcantonio 

Chorus of Two Hundred Voices 
Mass Chant 

150-Piece Orchestra 
Spanish Folk Dances 

Max Goberman 

Monday—JULY 19—8 P. M. 
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 

Fiftieth Street and Eighth Avenue 

ADMISSION: 

25c, 50c, $1.00, $2.00 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 
North American Committe, 381 Fourth Ave. 
Workers Bookshop Call Bookshop 
BO East 13th Street 21 East 17th Street 

Tyson Ticket Agency, 1531 Broadway 
Gray's Ticket Agency, 1428 Broadway 

Joint Auspices North American Committee 
to Aid Spanish Democracy and Sociedadca 
Hispanas Confed&radas de Ayuda a EspoMi 

If you do no t l ive in New York, send 
a contr ibut ion in memory of those 
who have died in the s t ruggle , so 
t h a t the i r children m a y be given a 
chance to live in a happ ie r Spain. 

U S E T H I S C O U P O N T O D A Y ! 

JOINT SPANISH COMMITTEES 
Boom 812—.381 F o u r t h Ave., New York City 

I am sor ry X cannot be w i th you on t h e 
h is tor ic occasion of J u l y 19. F o r t h e chil
dren of those who have died, p lease accept 
my contr ibut ion. 

Name. 

Address . 
(NM) 
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«I'here is no hook o» the Russian system which remotely 

compares with it in either insight or intellectual calibre" 

SOVIET 
COMMUNISM 

A New Civilisation f 

t 
A detailed description —analytic and critical 
— of the whole social structure, activities and 
principles of the USSR as it exists to-day, 
including Trade Unionism and all forms of 
cooperation in agriculture and manufacture, 
as well as a full analysis of the Communist 
Party as an organised Vocation of Leadership; 
with an epslogue showing iii wliat sense it 
amounts to a New Civilisation, and an answer 
to the enquiry, WILL IT SPREAD? 

S I D N E Y A N D B E A T R I C E W E B B 

A NEW CIVILIZATION 
Don't we all want a civilization where all children shall have air, sunlight, complete edu
cation? Where every one may work, and every one may play? Where life is purposeful, 
dignified, comfortable, secure and free? 

I M T M E U . S . S . M . 

You hear often enough that life is like that in the Soviet Union. Sidney and Bealtrice 
Webb, eminent British Socialists, heard it, too. They went to the Soviet Union to inves
tigate for themselves. They analyzed, criticized, statistidzed the life and the people. Is 
this really a new civilization? Their answer, by science and not prejudice, is "yes." You 
will find it in detail in their two-volume, boxed, 1174-page book, "Soviet Communism: A 
New Civilization?", published alt $7.50, and offered to you here at a great saving in 
conjunction with a year's subscription to NEW MASSES. 

I M T H E U . S . A . 

Will it spread—this new civilization? The Webbs say yes. We say yes, but not without 
help. If we want a new civilization in the U.S.A., we must build it. That we includes 
you. How? Kead NEW MASSES regularly, and find out. Mail the coupon today—don't 
miss an issue! 

SOVIET COMMUNISM 
BIT SI&NEY ANB BEATRICE JVEBB 

2 Volumes Boxed. 1174 Pages. B O T H F O B O N L Y 

NEW MASSES 
FOR A FVLI. YEAR 

52 weekly issues. Regular price, $4.50. 

r-' 

$^^50 

LAST 

OPPORTUNITY 

TO GET 

THIS 

UNUSUAL 

OFFER 

I NEW MASSES, 31 East 27th St., N. Y. C. 
I enclose $7.50, for which please send me the 
two volumes of "SoTiet Communism:, A New 
Civil izat ion?" by Sidney and Beatrlcie Wel)b, 
and New Masses for one year . Th is is in ac
cordance wi th your Special Combinat ion Offer. 

Name 

Address 

City 

Sta te 

Occupation 

No agent's conunission OB this special offer. 

LAST 

OPPORTUNITY 

TO GET 

THIS 

UNUSUAL 

OFFER 

stadt's electric mural designed for the out--
side of the science building. Any one who 
has Stood with the crowds on Broadway before 
the cubist moving electric sign sponsored by 
Wilson's whiskey and shared the delight of 
the crowd in the swiftly shifting changes of 
stylized patterns will appreciate that this type 
of mural has an sesthetic future and a popular 
appeal. 

Whatever may be the defects of this first 
collaborative effort, these artists have taken a 
pioneer step and pointed the way toward beau
tifying our cities and serving the community. 

C H A R M I O N VON W I E G A N D . 

N A T I V E S O N G 

W I T H little to attract me to the con
cept halls, I've jumped with gusto on 

J . Rosamund Johnson's new' book, Rolling 
Along in Song (Viking, $3.50), a follow-up 
to the famed Book of American Negro 
Spirituals and Second Book of Negro Spirit
uals by the same author and publisher. There 
are a number of spirituals here, but the eighty-
seven songs include also ring shouts, jubilees, 
work songs, plantation and minstrel ballads, 
levee pastimes, examples'of jail house songs, 
street cries, rag-time, and blues, topped off by 
a more elaborate "musical episode" called De 
Chain Gang that traces the day of a Negro 
convict in a synthesis of such songs as "Gwine 
Down T h a t Lonesome Road," "Wate r M e 
from the Lime Rock," "Workin ' on de Chain 
Gang," "You Gotta Bus' dis Rock," etc. 

I should have liked a lot more of the work 
songs and street cries in the place of some of 
the more familiar Foster and other minstrel 
airs, but publishing exigencies and M r . John
son's attempt to make "a chronological survey 
of American Negro music" probably dic
tated the present set-up. And as the book is 
less a historical document than it is a batch 
of grand tunes for home and group enjoy
ment, the contents are nicely balanced and 
suited to their purpose. T h e collection is 
something of a smaller American Song Bag, 
but the musical standards are considerably 
higher, although Johnson's settings, like those 
in the Sandburg anthology, are harmonized 
in rather rough and ready fashion. Some look 
pretty clumsy on paper and undoubtedly 
would horrify a pedant,, but they lie well 
under the amateur pianist's fingers and are a 
joy to play and sing. 

I 'm still looking for the great day when 
we'll get something even better than good 
homespun settings of such native material, but 
until an American Bartok or Kodaly comes 

Darryl Fredflciiifc 
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