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tural productivity and facilities of iransport
would make possible the supply of a grain trib-
ute so predominantly superior to that of other
areas that any group which controlled this
area had the key to the conquest and unity of
all China,” Dr. Chi goes on to show how the
shifting of the key economic area was brought
about. Students will be grateful for his study,
which in true Marxist fashion provides a way
of understanding what must otherwise be an
endless tangled account of the alternate occur-
rence of unity and division in Chinese history.

The frequent use of engrossing, often beauti- *

ful, quotations from old Chinese records
makes Dr. Chi’s account as charming as it is
informative. ‘The book contains an extremely
useful annotated bibliography.

Lro HuperMAN,

Painters Against the World

Dgear THEo, The Autobiography of Vincent
Van Gogh, edited by Irving Stone. Hough-
ton Mifflin Co. $3.75.

My Faruer, PauL GAucuiN, by Pola Gau-
guin. Alfred A. Knopf. $3.75.

Y 1880, impressionism, which in the
sixties had been greeted by so much hor-
rified comment and ridicule, was the accepted
art of a bourgeois culture.” But the critics and
the public were not ready, as usual, to go a
step further and accept the ideas of Van Gogh
and Gauguin. These two men were no longer
interested in bourgeois values and. the conven-
tions of a now almost academic impressionistic
school. In their lives we read of their strug-
gles within a hostile society and of the con-
trasting avenues which each toock to escape
from a society he was unable to change or
propitiate. Each found his solution in contact
with the common working people and with
nature. Van Gogh, in particular, tells us again
and again, “I feel that my work lies in the
heart of the people,” ““This humanity is the salt
of life; without it I do not care to live,” and,
speaking of his work, “No result could please
me better than that the ordinary working peo-
ple should hang such prints in their room or
workshop;” and again, “I call myself a
peasant-painter . . . I feel at home in the coun-
try, and it has not been in wvain that I spent
so many evenings with the miners and peat-
diggers and weavers and peasants. . . . By
witnessing peasant life continually at all hours
of the day, I have become so absorbed in it
that I hardly ever think of anything else. In
fact, I have no other wish than to live deep,
deep in the heart of the country, and to paint
rural life.”
To Van Gogh this life among the people
was a satisfactory solution. But the problem
of earning money in a hostile world, of exist-

We sold over 10,000 books clurmg ihe
clearance sale held May 20 to .Iur‘lle.;;'lzl
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As you know, the pollcy of the Workers Bookshop is to dlstrlbute

good literature that will help in the organization of all people towards
progressive thought and it is our intention to continue this: pohcy until”

every home bookshelf, within our reach, is the repository of at least a
small library of the works of Karl Marx, Lenin and Stalin.

If you have wondered how we sell books at such low pmces, you
are not

can really sum it up in two words: MASS SALES! While w. y 'e‘
altruists in the common sense of the term, it has been our.
books at the cheapest possible prices. { ¥ i

Because of the successful sale just conducted, arrangements have
been made with various publishers for new editions of some! of jour most.
valuable books. We therefore urge those who have not as \yet taken

advantage of the Bookshop offets to date to come in and purcha*se boo s

at prices that have hit a new low. ‘ i

Again please accept our heartfelt thanks for your dev‘d’te!d;supp(()rt
of our Annual Spring Sale—a support that will make possn‘ !
coming period even greater price reductions than ever ; befone in our

[
entire history! RN
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THEORY AND PRACTICE OF SOCIALISM, by John Stmchey ‘
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STUDY ART Tms SUMME

at a school that is dzferent Summer Term Jun ¢ 14
to September 3. Day, ievenin week\-end dla €8, |
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Painting, Life, Compomtxp Vater quor, K el in, ‘.
and Aquatint. Summer faculty: Saul Berman,‘ A
cis Criss, Harry Glassgold, Frank Kirk, Hugh Miller,
Philip Reisman, Sol Wilson, lndlv1dua mstrucfidﬂ
Register any time. Tui'tiol;‘ 4 to $6| per ionth.| |
Write or phone for catalog. - L

at studio of

ANTON REFREGIER
143 West 21st Street, N. Y.
Entertainers JOHN LA TOUCHE
and others
JOUNE 24, 1937, at 9:30 P.M.

Contribution — 35¢

ing, even on a miserably low scale, continually
tortured him. In reply to an uncle who re-
buked him for his lack of financial stability.
he cries out: ‘“Earn bread, or deserve bread—
not to deserve one’s bread, that is to say, to be
unworthy of it, that certainly is a crime, for
every ‘honest man is worthy of his bread, but
unluckily not being able to earn it, though

AMERICAN ARTI

131 W. 14th St., N. Y.
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SEEING

RUSSIA

with Experts

GENERAL SURVEY TOUR. Leader: Robert Mag-
idoff, literané worker in Moscow since 1935,

‘i:’i’éhi weeks P399

A TEAV_EL “cOLLuE(t:TIVE.';mI:ndg: Dr. Joshua
unitz, journalist, now '3
Mosecow, Sailinz July 3. 8 weeks. $543

THEATRE FESTIVAL TOUR. Leader: Will Geer
of New Theatre League. Five weeks in Russia.

including Theatre Festival. Sail-
ing July 28. Eight weeks $595

EUROPE_AND RUSSIA (auspices American Stu-
dent Union). France, Austriaz, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Russia, Finland, Sweden, Denmark,

England, Bailing Jull{'igﬁt weeks. $499

L All steamship passage Third Class

THE OPEN ROAD

RUSSIAN TRAVEL DEPARTMENT
8 West 40th Btreet New York, N, Y.
Cooperating with Intourist

To Aid Spanish Children

DANCE-SWIM!

HOT MUSIC — Harlem’s Clef Club
COOL. WATER — Heckscher Pool

a swell combination for your
end-of-season affair

FRIDAY, JUNE 25th
9 P.M,

HECKSCHER POOL AND ROOF
Fifth Ave. and 104th St.

Tickets $1.00 at
Federation of Children’s Organizations
31 East 27th Street
North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy
381 Fourth Avenue

Royal Hotel and Country Club

GREENFIELD PARK NEW YORK
A 4
All sports, social staff, dancing night-
ly. Children’s colony. 5-14 years. A few
reservations left. Reasonable rates.

*18
Month of June, Rate up
For information oall:

“New York Office:
521 Fifth Avenue -~ MUrray Hill 2-6778

Management: H. Davis and J. Doroshkin,

NATURAL FOOD 1
FOR HEALTH

Costs no more than in the cash and carry

non-union restaurants.

Fresh vegetables—fruits—dairy products

—fish and health foods. Enjoy natural

food as nature intended. '
DINNER: 60c

LUNCHEON: 40c
Also a la Carte

FARMFOOD

VEGETARIAN RESTAURANTS
37 West 32nd Street 104 West 40th Street

142 West 49th Street
* After theatre snacks. Open Sundays.

deserving it, that is a misfortune.” It was a
misfortune so deep and vital to Vincent that
it was undoubtedly an important contributing
factor in producing insanity in a mind already
tortured and electric with creative ideas—in-
sanity which shortly led to suicide.

Vincent’s brother was the link between two
worlds which made life possible for the artist.
In his nightly letters to Theo he could talk
to the one human being who understaod and
cared for both his mental and physical needs.
He could pour forth the warmth of his. feel-
ing for humanity, a humanity not ready to
accept and understand him, and could forget
the inhospitality of his own class.

These beautifully written letters tell, in an
intimate personal manner, the struggle of a
simple, humble, humane person to exist, to feel
and to create. The editing is unfortunate in
that it has almost entirely eliminated dates,
thus giving a jerky, unbalanced sense of time.
But Mr. Stone has done the reading public a
great service in cutting these letters down to
an inexpensive one-volume editien.

In contrast to Dear Theo, My Father Paul
Gauguin is a sadly academic, uninspired job,
and largely a rehash of well-known material.
Pola was seven when he saw his father for
the last time, so his personal family reminis-
cences are limited almost entirely to letters
between Paul and Mette Gad, his Danish
wife. And these are exactly the type of letter
one would expect of a man who has left his
wife for his art, and of a wife who could not
understand why a prosperous bank clerk should
want to become an artist. Furthermore, there
is no attempt to analyze the character of the
artist by this son who was continually being
told, “Why, you're just like your father.”

Unlike Van Gogh, Gauguin had no confi-
dant. He had chosen his wife not as an under-
standing companion, but as a mother for his
children and as a healthy, buxom figure who
appealed to his eye. He was unlike Van Gogh
also in that he was unable to cut himself so
completely away from the existing society. He
had spent a good thirty years in respectability

and, even after his escape to Tahiti, he con-.

tinually longed for his friends at home, his
family, and the approval of the contemporary
world. The primitive Maori people did satisfy
his love of the unconventional simple life, his
need for affection and understanding, and his
search for new plastic forms and colors. But
Gauguin was more intellectually inquiring
than Van Gogh and yet less able to supply his
own mental needs. Gauguin says, “I consider
that every man has a right to live and to live
well in the community in proportion to his
~output of work. The artist cannot live.

NEW MASSES

PIONEER YOUTH CAMP

RIFTON, N. Y, IN THE CATSKILLS
BOYS & GIRLS, 81X to SIXTEEN

Fourteenth tive of pwro«
gressive camping. ® Creative use of
environment rich in historical back-
ground. ® Happy, healthy activities
in cooperative community of seven
separate age groups. @ Exceptional
staff. ® Intelligent direction develops
social awareness.
CRAFTS SPORTS

MUSIC SWIMMING
9-week season, $175
Special rate to Union Members
Few places still available.
Inquire at
PIONEER YOUTH OF AMERICA, Inc.
219 West 29th Street, New York, N. Y. PE. 6-8055
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Non-profit-making
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SOVIET UNIOT ===
EDUTRAVEL

NUE

INO.
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ROCK

by MARC BLITZSTEIN

Fast—funny—furious! A musical expose of the
first citizens of Steel Town, their boss, Mr.
Mister, and a strangely confident young man
named Larry Foreman! °

Produced by Federal Theatre Project 891
wunder direction of
ORSON WELLES, of “Dr. Faustus” fame
Saturday—JUNE 19—8:40 p. m.

MAXINE ELLIOTT'S THEATRE
Thirty-ninth 8t., East of Broadway

23¢ — 40c¢ — 55¢

All seats reserved—On sale only at
New Masses, 31 HEast 27th Street,
New York City Tel: CA 5-3076

Auspices: Friends of New Masses

for the benefit of
NEW MASSES
Saturday, June 19
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ROUND
LAKE LODGE

A place of unexcelled beauty for rest and
recreation in the heart of the Ramapo
Mountains, ene hour from New York.

Swimming, boating, temwis, riding,
golf and other sports

v
OPENING JULY FIRST

By Reservation only
Limited to Thirty Guests

A 4 4
Special Opening Rate of
$15 for 3-day Fourth of July
Week-end

P. 0. BOX 297 TELEPHONE:
MONROE, N. Y. MONROE 2501

A descriptive folder will bs sent
at your request

GOLDEN’S BRIDGE
COOPERATIVE COLONY

for WORKERS and
PROFESSIONALS

A beautiful 8-acre Lake at Golden’s
Bridge, N. Y., forms nature's idyllic
setting for this workers’ and profes-
sionals’ cooperative colony. Just one
bour from New York. Commemorat-
ing our 10th year, we have opened up
100 additional acres for sale in this
colony.

Monthly payments as low ag $1¢ will
give you an acre of land in this ideal
colony. Ample facilities exist for
social, educational, and recreational
activities, and Children’s playgroupsa.

You are invited to participate in this
unusual! envircnment. For further
particulars, write to:

M. MARGOLIN
155 E. Mosholu Parkway, Bronx, N. Y.
or
visit us this weekend.

Golden’s Bridge Cooperative Colony
Golden’s Bridge, New ¥York
(Via New York Central)

Therefore society is criminal and badly organ-
ized.” He clearly realized his dilemma but,
unlike Van Gogh, was unable to attain even
a temporary solution. His escape to the primi-
tive was a defeat, and one feels in his later
painting that he had come to the end of a blind
way. Van Gogh'’s latest works were the begin-
ning of a new and ever-developing creative
force, which only society and his own heredity
could defeat.

: Nancy MACDONALD.

Brief Reviews

Moscow IN THE MAKING, by Sir A. D. Simon, Lady
Simon, W. A. Robson, and J. Jewkes. Longmans,
Green and Co., $2.50.

The four authors of this book spent only four
weeks in Moscow, do not know the Russian lan-
guage, and apologize in the preface for their incon-
sistencies and inaccuracies, which are numerous.
They did, however, manage to amass a great
amount of information which will be of value to
the discriminating reader. The first chapter, by
Robson, giving a general view of the Moscow city
government, is the most rewarding. Mr. Robson has
a real grasp of the essential democracy of the
Soviet system, and of the enormous advantages of
the absence of conflicting class interests in adminis-
tering a city’s affairs and planning its future. While
he deplores what seem to him certain repressive as-
pects, he considers them incidental and temporary.
The chapter on industry and finance by Jewkes is
confused and misleading. Mr. Jewkes does not un-
derstand the functioning or know the facts about the
system he attempts to describe. Lady Simon cites
some interesting data on the quantitative aspects of
Soviet education, but completely fails to grasp its
more fundamental attributes. Sir E. D. Simeon, too,
is rather mixed. While constantly under compulsion
to admit advantages in the Soviet system, he keeps
on making rather uncomvincing statements to the
effect that after all we do it better in good old
England. He is disturbed about the housing situa-
tion, but acknowledges that in the Soviet Union
everything points toward the fulfillment of plans for
improvemnt while in England everything is blocked
by the existence of private property, conflicting class
interests, and overlapping authority. He quotes
some silly, unsupported gossip about repressive
measures, and concludes with the following state-
ment:

“What will the Mossovxet achieve? 1 believe that

| they have the best constitution yet devised for effec-

tive city integrity, enthusiasm, and ability, that the
advantages of socialism and of the open party system
for town planning purposes are of the utmost im-
portance. If there should be no great war, if the
population of Moscow does not exceed five million,
if the government maintains its present integrity
and strength of purpose, I believe that at the end
of the ten year plan Moscow will be well on the
way to being, as regards health, convenience, and
amenities of life for the whole body of citizens, the
best planned great city the world has ever known.”
What more could anyone ask?

1 SearcH ¥or TRUTH 1IN Russia, by Sir Walter
Citrine. E. P. Dutton Co., $3 i

The leader of the British Trades Union Congress
writes of his brief tour of the Soviet Union in the
fall of 1935 as of a slumming expedition. The book
abounds in such expressions as “rather cheap and
nasty,” “shockingly dressed,” “horrid odor.” What-
ever does not conform to the good old British stand-
ards of housing, dress, behavior, or whatnot is
chalked up as a failure of the Soviet regime. Sir
Walter spends pages and pages on meaningless com-
putations about the real value of the ruble and of
wages. These figures convey little and are all out
of date anyway. He takes careful note of peeling
plaster, shoddy woodwork, rough edges. Is it by
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GREEN MANSIONS

Completely equipped Camp and
Country Club for Adults in the
I ADIRONDACKS

9-hiole golf course on premises
i3 tennis courts
Handhall courts
Private, lake and facilities
for all spborts.
New club-houses —- 22 rooms,
each With private bath.

Professmnal theatrical company,
chamber musie,

ists and diverti
Ful! Schedule of Rates on Request.
Special June rates—$27.50 & $32.50
with free use of golf course.
LENA BARISH SAM GARLEN
Directors,
WARRENSBURG, N. Y.
M. Y, City Office—~i1f W. 42nd St.
Telephone: BRyant 8-1738.
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WINGDALE, N. Y.
TELEPHONE WINGDALE 51

WEEK-END PROGRAM FOR
JUNE 18th & 19th

ClO

WEEK -END
PHIL-SYM QUARTETTE

last appearance
and
Camp Unity Character Camp Fire
Featuring Retum of the Buffoons.

WEEKEND WEEKLY RATER
RATES ls'ons 1'_11:%0N“
$3.25 $19.00
per day FOR BUNGALOWS

CAMP OARS

Leave Cooperative Houses, 2700 Bronx Park B.
Friday 10:30 A, M.; 2:30 P. M.; 7:00 P. M,
Sat., 10:30 A. M., 7:00 P, M.; Sun., 10:00 A. M.

For information write:
CAMP UNITY, WINGDALE, N. Y.

New York City Office, 50 East 13th Street.
Tel.: GRamercy 7-8189

Uacation. Jours

To Mexico, California; also Europe,
Palestine & Russia. Space still avail-
able on July 3rd sailing of Dr.

Cohen's Group and other sailings.
Ask for free literature
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