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NEW MASSES

SIGHTS AND SOUNDS

Movies in theaters and in your home— A W.P.A. play on the Negro question

GROUP of second and third rate
A movies served to make this a very dis-

tressing and discouraging week for
your reviewer. The very best (and that is by
no means too good) is a cute little whimsy
of a ghost story based on a novel by the late
Thorne Smith called Topper (M.G.M.). It
is about a young married couple (rich, of
course) who live high, wide, and handsome.
One wild night they wrap their car around a
tree and proceed to leave this earth, by way
of double exposure, as astral bodies. Before
they leave for good, however, they decide to
see what they can do for a conservative banker
(Roland Young) in making him more human
and relieving him of his henpecked wife.
And so the rest of the film is filled with trick
photography which always seems to make an
audience laugh.

In all the years Hollywood has been mak-
ing films, I can recall only one instance (that
splendid film, Gentlemen Are Born) when
they treated college students and their prob-

lems with any seriousness. College has either -

been a football team or a musical comedy,
with variations on both themes. Varsity Show
(Warner Bros.) is obvious. The best that
can be said for it is that it is an extended
act by Fred Waring and his Pennsylvanians
with some laughs furnished by Ted Healy.
Bad Guy (M.G.M.), about electrical lines-

men, is a very poor copy of Slim (Warner

Bros.) while Dark Journey (London Films-
United Artists) is a conventional spy-counter-
spy melodrama directed by Victor Saville, the
man who made I Was a Spy. At its best it
is only momentarily exciting. The film is
photographed with the usual overemphasis on
dramatic lighting and has been horribly mu-
tilated in the editing.

DuriNGg THE LAsT WEEKS I have received a
number of requests for information about films
for non-theatrical exhibition (a term used
for the showing of films by individuals
or groups for non-profit purposes). Most
of these requests have come from college
clubs, branches of the American League
Against War and Fascism, and in one case,
from a group in a small mid-western town
where nothing but the conventional Holly-
wood product is shown. The requests varied
from a very modest one asking about indi-
vidual and specific films to a more ambitious
one from a farmer-labor club wanting a series
of twelve to fifteen complete programs spread

‘over the year. This is a very healthy sign. It

means that more and more people are unwill-
ing to accept, or are tired of, the commercial
motion picture. It is an indication that there
is an increasing audience for independently
produced progressive films,

A few years ago such requests came from
those groups who could afford to rent a theater
and pay for elaborate and expensive equip-
ment, to say nothing of meeting the high cost

Martin

of film rental and shipping. These groups gen-
erally comprised only “film students” whose
primary interest was in the esoteric and experi-
mental film, The perfection of sixteen-milli-
meter sound projection equipment (it is diffi-

“cult for anyone but an expert to find any ap-

preciable difference in picture and sound qual-
ity between a good 16 mm. “reduction” and
the regular 35 mm. used in theaters) has pro-
vided a great impetus to the expansion of this
non-theatrical circuit.

Not only is the 16 mm. field almdst a major
industry for foreign films as well as old Holly-
waod features, but there is one distributor in
New York who releases 16 mm. prints at the
same time that he releases the larger size print
to regular theaters. Naturally, these “first
run” reduction prints are rented to those places
that would not ordinarily be in a position to
show the film otherwise. .

One of the most important developments in
the progressive film movement was the estab-
lishment of Frontier Films. It is the intention
of this non-profit, codperative company to
make all its products available on 16 mm.
film. The World Theater, in New York City,
has announced that next season 16 mm. films
would be a regular part of its programs.
This is a wise move, for they will show many
films that are not available in any other form.
But what is of greater importance, it will
bring to the public the work of independent
film-makers from all parts of the country. Un-
doubtedly many theaters, many of the smaller
houses, will follow suit. Even with the cur-
rent equipment it is possible to give ‘a very
good show to as many as two thousand per-
sons. Most theaters don’t have that seating
capacity. And with the most recent perfection
of 16 mm. arc light projectors, the possibilities
are unlimited.

Good films have now, therefare, become
available to everyone, everywhere. With the
assistance of others, your reviewer will draw
up a series of programs for those who have
asked for them. Such a list will include films
that are not shown in commercial theaters:
fine films such as the French people’s-front
flm, La Vie Est & Nous (Life Is Ours)

which was supervised by the greatest of con-
temporary French directors, Jean Renoir.
There is also a very splendid anti-war film
made in England called Hell Unlimited. In
light of this, this column will in the future,
review or give notice to those films that are
available only in this form, or those not in-
tended for regular commercial distribution.
From time to time, new developments in
16 mm. equipment will be discussed. In the
meantime, this reviewer will be more than
happy to suggest programs or individual films
for non-theatrical showing. For those who
may want fo acquaint themselves with the
problems and mechanics of such showings, we
recommend two very practical pamphlets: 7T"he
Motion Picture in Education (price 10c)
and Teaching with Motion Pictures (40c).
These are published by the American Council
on Education, 744 Jackson Place, Washing-
ton, D. C. The second pamphlet is a really
excellent handbook for anyone planning to
use films in the manner discussed.
PerER ELLIs.

THE THEATER
DR. JouN BEck, a prominent Negro

physician, is accused of killing his wife
in their home on 139th Street, in Harlem.
Mrs. Beck was a millionairess, having discov-
ered how to straighten Negro people’s hair.
She had paid for Dr. Beck’s last two years
in medical school, and as a result tricked him
into marrying her. Aside from being tricked,
Dr. Beck, a light-skin Negro, does not like

. black people. And Mris. Beck was the last

word in “dark.” It is the state’s contention
that Dr. Beck killed his wife because she was
black, and because he preferred the looks of
another—a “high yella.”

Thus The Trial of Dr. Beck, a first play
by Hughes Allison, a young Negro, launches
itself into a misleading opus on intra-racial
prejudices of the Negro people; a play which
seeps with confused thinking and general
stupidity. The Federal Theater Project first
produced the play in Newark, N. J., where
it was a hit. The original cast was invited to
New York, and is currently showing at the
Maxine Elliott Theater in New York.

The author, following the pattern of other
successful court-room murder dramas—a pa-
rade of suspects, a second-act surprise witness,
and a third-act vindication—apparently thinks
the American stage one massive double bed;
for with eight out of eleven hapless Negro
characters, he runs the gauntlet of the boudoir
and sex irregularities of the human race.

Despite an everworked mold, The Trial of
Dr. Beck does shape itself into a commanding
piece. This is due, to a large degree, to the
splendid acting of the cast, who reveal again
what a mine of talent the W.P.A. theater
has unearthed. As for the direction, had he
been more informed, Louis M. Simon would
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have seen the glaring misinformation and anti-
social propaganda of the script, and therefore,

if produce he must, would have played up the H I LLTOP Lo DGE

mang i‘whoiilzlnit” fa'ngles r?tlher .t}:;n it; HOPEWELL JUNCTION, NEW YORK

pseudo-knowledge of intra-racial prejudices o

; SRS : Negroes. Played against an excellent set by ON SYLVAN LAKE

MENY A DELIGHTFUL HIDEAWAY IN Rollo Wayne, what The Trial of Dr. Beck (65 Miles from New York)
TH ) yne, f

E MOUNTAIN
Fast Clay Tennis R .
Eyaoll:rtss, Feal Hand- I the setting counts heavily | has to say is all the more credible. -
. Swimming, Ping. o -~ . . .
Pong, Skating. Feno. | Vith you—if abundant sports, fas Author Allison, not bothering to acquaint

ing, Bieyeling, Solari. | cinating friendship, mVltl!\g quar-

. . . i Handball
ums,Badminton,Arch. | ters and tempting “vittels” com- | himself with the underlying cause for the gen- % Tennis Courts ¥

¢ry. Arts and Crafts, | pose ymwbxdea ofman exhlllfarétmg 1 i £ N inst their darker * Golf Y Horses
nusua iims, RO ()O(l 2N ome - * 1 3 .
Library,_ Muscals, :v?(;afltéo%unﬁagrg LOW RATES. gral prejudice ot INEgroes against their % Pingpong % Excellent Food

Open Fireplaces,

brothers, puts forth, through Dr. Beck, this

Dancing—and _ things Write_for Folder v Forums, Socials, ¥ Dancing to Fine
LSBURG 53 : . ’ !
and stuffl T Ao U RN K.Y, solution for the oppressed Negro masses: Theatricals Orchestra

ALL UNION HELP

Negro men and women in key positions should OPEN UNTIL THE FIRST OF OCTOBER

marry only light-skin opposites, and reject those —
darker Negroes as totally unfit for reproductive

ARRUW_HEAD lUDGE @ | mates. Thus, in time [now get this] the whole RATES: PER WEEK
& | level of the race could be raised politically and $25 & $27.50

ELLENVILLE NEW YORK economically.[ 1] New York Office: COrtlandt 7-3958
Special for Labor Day Week-End  § Aside from a weak stab at racial discrimina- NEW YORK CENTRAL TO PAWLING, N. Y.
A rich and varied program of § | tion in the courts, this “plan” to lliberate the
revues, ete., including : Negro people permeates The Trial of Dr.
THREE PLAYS @ | Beck. And when Dr. Beck is proved inno- ]
@ | cent of killing his wife, the author’s ideas, as
HORSEBACK  TENNIS  SWIMMING g <ed by Dr. Beck Iso vindicated
HANDBALL GOLF  DANCING g | expressed by Dr. Beck, are also vindicated.
City information: The Trial of Dr. Beck, while it doesn’t
DR. B. NEWMAN JErome 6-233¢ @ | say that Negroes are not human, nevertheless WINGDALE,N.Y.  Tel.: Wingdale 51
ARRAARRARPRARAAPRRARRARARAS %% | introduces its black characters as the lowest
sort of degenerates. One couple has so many Located at thﬁ §ootE ﬁ;f tlisg Bletrkshfire
: ’ : tai a is. Facilities for
children they can’t count them. (“They is b{ﬁf,é;n:w‘%‘mmgs all 1'%3“' and soctfl
” _ activities, ridin ennis, dancing in the
Royal Hﬂt@l and country CIUb SFattered all .over eveywhar., says Mrs. Doo spacious Casmogon the-Lake. g
GREENFIELD PARK NEW YORK {Ittle.) Ighel;' smartes‘t1 child, John, ;as th;
owest 1.Q. of any pupil ever to attend a pub- . .
LABOR DAY CELEBRATION! ) ; v pupL eve p WEEKEND WEEKLY BATES:
. lic school in New York City. RATES $17.00
vir oy Artef Mzaswal Revue " Hughes Allison devotes the first two acts of $3.00 FOR TENTS
Liliom” and “Emperor Jones his plav to Dr. Beck’s hatred for black 1 i $19.00
is play to Dr. Beck’s hatred for black people.
FLORIDIAN MARIONNETTES AND MANY Jis play to hat black ck peop per day . FOR BUNGALOWS
OTHER EVENTS! When niggers come that black, they got no CAMP CARS
Direction: BEN SHAW business living.” The third act clears him of %eave Cooperative Houzseg() 2})001\/}31'0%1(016'&1%1,{%
4 Full Days over Labor Day $1675 the murder charge; but on the other- hand, Szftldﬁ% 3%)0 gOMA. 1_}1.0 o BN DAL o A
(or Any 4 weekend Days) Dr. Beck’s ideas of racial emancipation by New York City Office, 50 East 15th Street.
Rates Greatly Reduced after Labor Day Tel.: ALg. 4-1148

MAUD’S @
SUMMER-RAY

NORTH BRANCH SULLIVAN CO,, N. Y.
CAUTION!!}
Don’t kill your Labor Day Week-end
Let Us Handle It for You
“SH-—SH~—SH!” A HINT!—

Reduced Rates the Rest of September
Musicales — Dramaticales - Marionetticales
—Horseback Riding—
Handball-—Tennis—Swimming—Rowing

The Fieldstone

on Round Lake

A place of unexcelled beauty for rest and
recreation in the heart of the Ramapo
Mountains, one hour from New York.

Swimming, boating, tennis, riding,
golf and other sports.

Bus: Sullivan County Bus Line, 242 W. 84th Street. P. 0. BOX 297 TELEPHONE:
1368 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, New York. MONROE, XN. Y. MONROE 2301
Trains: Erie R. R. 28rd Street or Chambers Street

Ferry, Stop at Callicoon Station.
Phone: Callicoon 95. City Information: DI 2-5786.

oar- . FALLS

WEEYX END

Open all year By Reservation Only

A MODERN CAMP FOR ADULTS
THE RARE CHARM OF AN INTIMATE
CONGENIAL GROUP — ALL SPORTS
Superior Cuisine. De Luxe Bungalows.
$24 50 WEEK AFTER SEPT. 7
. 42nd 8t., PEnn. 6-7663.

TIMBERLAND Adirondacks
POTTERSVILLE, N.Y. (Warren County) N
stherR Kesler Israel H, Kessler

SPEND YOUR FALL VACATION AT

NELL’S FARM

Sports, good food, grand country.
OPEN THROUGH OCTOBER

Make reservations early

$12.5r,  writing to NELL RDGERS $2 50 iny

R. F.D. Na 2, Laeoma.N

Friday noon
: to
Tuesday noon!

Sports, fun,

”. ’ GDOKS FALLS, NEW YORK
an:c:rtan;)mlt;nt. Office — 250 W. 57th Street
masiue ball, Phone COlumbus 5-3690

RESERVE NOWY

Woeodcut by Dan Rico
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ECHO LAKE TAVERN

WARRENSBURG, NEW YORK
City Phone: VAnderbilt 3.9875

ADIRONDACHS

WARRENSBURG "
NY. i

REBECCA BILVER Invites You to

FOREST =5
at INTERLAKEN

most picturesque spot in Putnam County, Excellent Cuisine. Tennis,
Qolf. 50 miles from N, Y. Special LOW rates for weekly guests.

LAKE MAHOPAC, N. Y. Mahopac 688 or 977

TALL TIMBER

LAKE MOHEGAN, N. Y. Peekskill 3275
For Labor Day: Juanita Hall's Choir of 22 :Voices

in spiritual and folk songs, other artists,
movies, all lake and land sports, golf
nearby.

Labor Day Rates: ' $5 per day for 2 days,
then at $4.50 per day. Come up this
weekend at $4.50 per day. $22 to $2b
per week.

ENJOY YOUR VACATION AT

EAGER ROSE GARDEN

Bushville; N. Y. (Bet. Monticello and Ferndale)
Fishing — Bathing — Tennis — Social Activities.
Private Bath and Showers. Proletarian rates.
N. Y.: DRydock 4-3328, Phone: Monticello 571.

CHIHHTHU UG OO H A
=

THE HARMONY

COUNTRY CLUB
ON LAKE ANAWANA
HBURLEYVILLE NEW YORK

® private lake and beach @ all sports
® sun pavilions ® tops in entertainment

City Information : DIckens 6-3273

PAINT-WRITE-STUDY-REST

at SACKS FARM

Saugertiqs. N. Y. R. No. , Box 267 Saugerties 82 F 5
Running brook for bathing and fishing.
Horseback Riding. Finest home cooking.

$17 per week

City Information: BUtterfield §-9683

CAmP NITGEDAIGET

BEACON, N. Y. Beacon 731

ALL SPORTS—GOOD PROGRAMS—DANCING
Hotel and Bungalow Accommedations

$ 1 6 per week

City Office; EStabrook 8-1400

—VITA-RAY HOUSE—

FREEHOLD, NEW JERSEY
A Vegetarian Resort
@ All Outdoor Sports on ® Variety of excellently
Premises—Golf Nearby prepared foods

@ Beautiful country @ Fare, $1.60 round-trip

$22 A WEEK — $3.50 A DAY

For New York Information
BESTFOOD RESTAURANT V. Toﬁlowsky
225 West 36th Street Tel.: CHickering 4-8547

REEZEMQ,N} PARK

Pleasurable retreat for rest and solitude, among

scenic hills of Westchester Co, Hotel with

camp activities. 100-acre estate, private lake,
€ sports, golf nearby. 30 miles from city, excel-
lent cuisine, reasonable rates.

For information, write or telephone

ARMONK VILLAGE 955

lightening the Negroes’/skin go unanswered.

If one believed what The Trial of Dr.
Beck says, one would leave the theater think-
ing it is hell to be black, and that all problems
are solved by the degree to which one looks
Caucasian. In the lobby a young man said to
me, “Millions of us are unemployed and
white. How does Allison account for that?’

Sip LAwson.

*

Forthcoming Broadcasts

(Times given are Eastern Daylight, but all
programs listed are on toast-to-coast hookups)

Questions before Conmgress. A representative dis-
cusses current issues Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m.
and a senator on Thursdays at 5 p.m., C.B.S.

William E. Dodd. The U. S, ambassador to Ger-
many speaks on “Public Opinion in a Democ-
racy,” Fri., Sept. 3, 6:45 p.m. C.B.S. '

Song Festival. The Workman’s German Singing
Alliance broadcasts from Cleveland, Sun., Sept.
5, 8 pm., C.B.S.

Labor Day. Addresses by John L. Lewis at 2:30
p.m., Frank Morrison, Secretary of the A.F.
of L, 3:30 p.m.,, and William F. Green, 4:15
p.m., Mon., Sept. 6, N.B.C. blue.

National Farm Credit Situatior. Talk by Governor
W. T. Meyers of the Farm Credit Administra-
tion, Tues., Sept. 7, 7:45 p.m.,, N.B.C. red.

Constitution Day Program. Senator Borah speaks on
the Constitution, Thurs., Sept. 16, 10 p.m., and
President Roosevelt on Fri,, Sept. 17, 10:30 p.m,,
N.B.C. blue.

Important Opening

Baltic Deputy, the widely heralded Amkino film of
the Russian Revolution, opens at the New York
Cameo, Friday, Sept. 3.

Recent Recommendations
MOVIES

Fragment of an Empire. A revival of Friedrich
Ermler’s . brilliant silent film of the Russian
revolution.

The Spanish Earth. Joris Ivens’s much heralded
film of the civil war in Spain is a deeply stir-
ring document that you cannot afford to miss.

Dead End. The realistic drama of kids from the
East Side slums comes to the screen with its
_impact unimpaired.

The Life of Emile Zola. Easily the best film of the
year, powerful and profound.

You Can't Have Everything. A better than average
backstage musical with the hilarious Ritz
brothers.

Qurselves Alone. Realistic dramatization of the
Irish rebellion of 1921. Should be on your
“must” list.

High, Wide and Handsome. A fairly entertaining
story about the Pennsylvania oil boom with
music by Jerome Kern.

They Won't Forget. A powerful and extremely
moving film of a lynching in the deep South.

PHONOGRAPH RECORDINGS

Beethoven. The A-major quartet, Opus 18, No. §,
is recorded by the Lener foursome on Columbia
301, and the trio in C-minor, Opus 1, No. 3, is
played by Milton Kaye, Max Hollander, and
Sterling Hunkins on a Musicraft release.

Handel. The peerless William Primrose and an
orchestra conducted: by Walter Goehr make a
gem of the concerto in B-minor for viola and
small orchestra (Columbia).

Haydn. The light choral works, “Die Harmonie in
der Ehe” and “Die Beredsamkeit,” well sung
by Lehman Engels W.P.A. Madrigal Singers
on a Gamut disk.

Mogzart. The Budapest foursome plays the F-major
quartet (Victor Album M-348).

Scarlatti. Ernst Victor Wolff at the harpsichord
gives us the F-minor sonata (Gamut).
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UNCAS LODGE
UNCASVILLE, CONN.

Near New London in a charming, non-
pretentious adult camp and farm,
i private lake, excellent tennis, dancing
! and exceilent food,
$24.50 PER WEEK

Labor Day: $5 per day or $16 for 4 days
¥ Phone PRes, 3-8649, or send for Booklet

CLASSIFIED ADS 40c a line

6 words in a line 8 lines minimum

SOUTH CAROLINA

GO SOUTH TO SEA ISLAND SANCTUARY. Col-
lective Farm Resort affords isolation to Write, Paint,
Study, Rest. Sea bathing and fishing. All expenses,
$15 weekly. Write Box 1511, ¢/o0 New Masses.

VACATION CAMPS, RESORTS

CAMP FOLLOWERS OF THE TRAIL
Social and cultural activities—Summer sports. New
Tennis Courts, handball, pingpong, swimming. Ideal
place for vacation—$14.50 per week., N. Y. Central to
Peekskill—By boat to Indian Point. Write Buchanan,
New York, or Phone Peekskill 2879.

BERT ¥FRIEDBERG invites you to a delightful farm
situated on 150 acres of beautiful country. Always
pleagsant companionship. Good food. Tennis, riding.
Special Fall Rates.

THE HIL-BERT HOUSE
Lake Mahopac, N. Y. Telephone: Mahopac 2083

MOUNTAIN LAKE FAERMS, Union Grove, N. Y. (near
Livingston Manor). E. Keiser. Swimming, boating,
tennis, pingpong, fishing, etc. Large, beautiful lake,
glorious mountain country. 400 acres—2,500 ft. Deli-
cious meals, all conveniences. $18 and $20 per week.

AVANTA FARMS, ULSTER PARK, NEW YORK
‘Workers resting place. ’
cordially invites you for quiet rest, Plenty of good, fresh food. Bathing
. 5% of preceeds to go to “Daily Worker”
Special Rate: Week, $12.50; Day, $2.30; No Children.
‘West Shore Railroad. Phone Ulster Park 9-F 22.

FURNISHED ROOMS (Brooklyn)

MANHATTAN BEACH HOTEL
. 37 Minutes from Times Square
Live in this modern fire-proof hotel
“away from city noise. Singles $5.50 weekly, up.
SHeepshead 3-3000 .

FARM AND GARDEN

BULBS FREE! To spread the fame of our bulbs
everywhgre, we will send you a nice assortment of
HYACINTHS, TULIPS, NARCISSI, IRISES, CRO-
CUS, ete., ete, FREE, 350 bulbs in all, all guaranteed
to flower next Spring and Summer. It suffices to
send us for carriage, packing, etc., a one-dollar note
by registered letter, and to mention your name and
full address in block letters. Please, do not send
coing or stamps, and mention the name. of this
paper. Disgpatch carriage paid all over the world
without increase in price.
JAN VAN GALEN,
Bulb Grower
Vogelenzang mear Haarlem, Holland, Europe

PERSONAL

GUSSIE: September 3rd. Happy Birthday to you.
And pleage do forward me my things express collect.
Thanks. Lew.

SITUATION WANTED

EXPERT STENOGRAPHER now employed in pri-
vate industry, highly exploited, wishes position in
left-wing organization, Literary experience on trade
paper. Write Box 1513, ¢/o New Masses,

TRAVEL

CADILLAC CAR leaving for Mexico and California
about Oct. 1, 1937. Will take passengers. Reasonable.
For detailed information call R. Engel, ES 8-5141.

PLAY TABLE TENNIS

PLAY TABLE TENNIS (Ping-Pong) at the Broad-
way Table Tennis Court, 1721 Broadway, bet 54th-
55th Sts., N.Y.C. One dight up. Expert instruction,
open from noon until 1 A, M. Tel.: CO 5-9088.

CIRCULATING LIBRARY

WORKERS BOOKSHOP Circulating Library, 56 E.
13th St., now fully restocked with latest and best
books. Join today. Nominal fees.

CHILDREN BOARDED

NURSE will board children from birth up. Reason-
able. Mrs. Sonia Green, 2544 Fast 24 Street, Brooklyn,
Phone SHeepshead 3-3707 W.

MAILING SERVICE

COMPLETE MAILING SERVICE: We are prepared
to handle your Printing, Multigraphing, Mimeograph-
ing and Mailing needs. Quick service, low prices,
any quantities. MAILERS ADVERTISING SERVICE,
121 West 42nd Street, N. Y. C. BRyant 9-5053.




