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In the First in His Series of Weekly Articles, the General 
Secretary of the Communist Party Discusses the Document 
Submitted by the President's National Emergency Council 

E A R L B R O W D E R 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S National Emer
gency Council has made an historic re
port on the economic conditions of the 

South. Confining itself to the simple recital 
of established facts, it is by implication a po
litical document of first importance, as an in
dictment of Wal l Street rule of absentee 
ownership typical of capitalist development but 
exaggerated in the South on the basis of 
remnants of slavery. Its inevitable program
matic conclusions, inherent in the facts, are 
clearly along the lines of struggle against 
monopoly capital, against the economic royal
ists; this was demonstrated at once by the 
howl immediately raised against the report by 
all tories, North and South. All progressives 
and true democrats, whatever their other dif
ferences, will, if they are at all awake to the 
realities of the day, rally around this report 
and help to develop its implied program of 
progress for the South. 

I t would be very easy for Communists to 
content themselves with the lesson that the 
South requires Socialism for its full ernanci-
pation from the terrible conditions. revealed 
in the report. For that is in truth an ines

capable conclusion for all who would dig 
down to the very roots of the problem. T h e 
Soviet Union with its Socialist system is re
vealing, in its development of its many con
stituent republics, especially those formerly 
most exploited under czarism, how economic 
deserts under capitalism quickly become bloom
ing gardens under Socialism. As the report 
of the President's committee makes clear on 
many detailed problems of the South, most of 
the problems of especially depressed areas are 
the product of social institutions stemming 
directly from capitalist monopoly. 

But the argument for a new. Socialist or
ganization of our national life is not the im
mediate conclusion for the great majority of 
Americans, and especially not for Southerners. 
Most Americans have not yet faced the issue 
of Socialism. Are we therefore to conclude, as 
the dogmatists and confusionists of Socialism 
doubtless will, that nothing good will come 
of the President's committee's report, until the 
American people are ready for Socialism ? No, 
such a conclusion would be wrong and harm
ful, a betrayal of the interests of the South 
and of the nation. Immediate conclusions from 

the report will be drawn by the majority of 
the American people, before the issue of So
cialism 'is faced, but conclusions of tremendous 
importance for the future of America. W e 
Communists, and together with us, we hope, 
all sincere Socialists, will give all possible help 
to crystallizing majority opinion on this re
port in the direction of a minimum program 
for the South, behind which can be rallied the 
progressive and democratic majority of the 
people. North and South. This is a task of 
today, not tomorrow, and is a task, as Presi
dent Roosevelt has correctly emphasized, for 
the whole country, not merely for the South 
itself. 

For many years the Communist Party has 
been deeply concerned with these problems of 
the South, so well summarized by the report 
of the National Emergency Council. W e have 
suffered great hardships to maintain the grow
ing Southern movement. Hundreds of our best 
men and women have risked their lives in 
pioneer work for the rising Southern labor 
movement and the Negro liberation movement, 
and many have given their lives in this cause. 
At our Tenth National Convention we greet-
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ed with joy the first well organized repre
sentation from the whole South, and ex
pressed our judgment that this was a sign of 
political awakening of the whole South, not 
merely the small growth of our still weak 
Communist Party. The President's report 
comes now to confirm this judgment of ours, 
and further to stimulate the great movement 
for Southern regeneration. 

Wha t are the main features of an immedi
ate program for the South around which can 
be rallied now the majority of Southerners 
and of all Americans? 

First of all, the people of the South must 
be enlisted in their own voluntary organiza
tions, designed to bring them into active work 
and fight for their economic needs. Trade 
unions for the workers, various cooperative 
and other organizations for the farmers—these 
are the foundation stones for all Southern 
progress. The work begun in Harlan, Ky., 
must be carried to completion. 

Then the Southern working people, agri
cultural and industrial, must find ways and 
means to regain some rneasure of genuine 
political control of their states. Democracy in 
the South, long prostituted to a Southern bour-
bonism which is nothing but a local agency 
for Wal l Street exploitation and oppression, 
must be reclaimed for the working population, 
with the participation of an awakening South
ern intellectual group. 

T o that end it is imperative that all pro
gressive forces move in concerted action as 
against the common enemy, that there must 
be a progressive democratic front. T h a t means, 
especially now, working relations between the 
labor movement (including the Communists 
and Socialists) and the New Deal wing of 
Southern Democracy, to guarantee that no 
dissensions among the people shall help the 
bourbons retain their old dictatorial power of 
the South. Tha t means effective anti-lynching 
legislation. Tha t means a great united m.ove-
ment to regain the franchise for the Southern 
masses, most of whom are denied the vote by 
poll taxes and other devices (in Mississippi, 
only about 10 percent of adults participate in 
elections, and the problem is general for the 
whole South). T h a t means, above all, uniting 
the white and Negro populations into an 
effective Southern democracy. 

President Roosevelt and his associates are 
working out—slowly, it is true—various con
crete measures for the economic rehabilitation 
of the South, all of which are worthy of sup
port, no matter how limited the objective of 
each measure. While supporting all such 
separate measures, however, it is necessary to 
point out the need for a comprehensive pro
gram which tackles all sides of the problem 
simultaneously from a unified approach. Such 
a program for the South is still to be ham
mered out. 

All progress for the South, however, is 
conditioned upon the destruction of the old 
bourbon machine of the Democratic Party. 
Exercising a monopoly of political power in 
the South, exploiting all the poverty and ig
norance arising from Wal l Street's absentee-

ownership government for its further per
petuation, with the great majority of the 
people effectively disfranchised. Southern 
bourbonism has been not only the octopus that 
has strangled the South, but it has simul
taneously been a source of poison for the 
nation as 'a whole. The leadership of the anti-
Roosevelt wing of the Democratic Party stems 
first of all from Southern bourbonism. This 
old Solid South of reaction has been the great
est threat of fascism for the United States. 
I t must be undermined and destroyed, root 
and branch. A new South, a new democracy, 
must arise. Otherwise the President's report 
might just as well not have been written, for 
nothing will come of it. 

But a new South is arising before our eyes. 
On the basis of the rising labor movement, 
and the stirrings of the New Deal ideas 
among the masses, we witness a challenge to 

bourbonism even from the progressive South
ern bourgeoisie. Supreme Court Justice Black, 
of Alabama, and his successor in the Senate, 
Lister Hill, certainly do not represent the 
Old South. Senator Pepper, of Florida, sounds 
a new note for the South. President Roosevelt 
himself, with his enormous personal popu
larity in the South, is a big factor in the prom
ise that the basis of reactionary power in the 
past can become a stronghold of progress in 
the near future. 

The report of the President's National 
Emergency Council on the economic condi
tions and problems of the South is therefore 
a first-class historical and political document. 
I t deserves the closest study and attention of 
everyone. I t is a contribution to the unity of 
thought and action of progressive and demo
cratic America. 

Name Your Poison. 
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The Nazi Menace to the Czechs Takes Many Forms 

F . C . W E I S K O P F 

Prague, August 1. 

OPPOSITE me now sits a young man, 
his complexion darkened from the 
sun. He is dressed in civilian clothes 

but his bearing and speech and his habit, 
though seated, of clicking his heels when re
plying to a question, all betray the soldier. 
Indeed, the young man is an officer-in-train
ing from the German army; or rather he 
was until a few days ago. By now his name 
has probably been stricken from the eligibles 
and has been transferred to one of those nu
merous lists which are continually being pre
pared and augmented by the F D section of 
the Gestapo, the "Missing Persons" section 
engaged in hunting deserters. For the man 
before me deserted his outfit and crossed the 
border into Czechoslovakia to join company 
with those new-style emigrants whose number 
is already quite substantial. 

W h y ? As an ofKcer-in-training, he was not 
motivated by inadequate rations or mistreat
ment, like many privates who have fled from 
Germany. This man left because he saw war 
just ahead. 

" In the week before July 15, we were 
kept in strict readiness," he says. "Just as 
on May 21, our company was given its full 
quota of munitions. Villages near our garri
son were loaded down with artillery and 
armored cars. Shacks along the border housed 
the SS leaders and Special Call officers, in 
civilian dress but ready to be the first 'over 
the top.' During instruction period, we were 
told that 'the situation in Sudeten German 
territory has grown intolerable and a revolt 
is certain.' " 

In other words, July 15 was one of those 
crucial dates when all Europe waits with 
bated breath for the expected Nazi putsch. 
Again the whispering campaign of Henlein's 
Sudeten German Party operated feverishly. 
T h e FS, initials of the Henlein storm-troop 
organization, was set to go. The officialdom 
was mobilized. Precise Instructions were given 
to the Nazi-controlled trade unions and the 
"coordinated" manufacturers' associations. 
They were only waiting for the signal, a 
general strike. "This time, he's coming, defi
nitely." 

But again, the democratic forces were on 
the alert. As early as July 11, the Commu
nist and Social Democratic press divulged 
the plans of Henlein's Sudetendeutsche Partei. 
On July 13, the independent trade unions is
sued a warning of the emergency. T h e anti
fascist organizations served notice that any 

terroristic attempt to force industry to a 
standstill would meet with an active counter-
movement. And the government, again, as 
on May 21, impelled and strengthened by 
the evident determination of every democratic 
group In the country, took the necessary mea
sures with speed and energy, despite any lack 
of outward show. Factory owners and union 
representatives allied with the S D P were 
informed that they would be taken Into cus
tody the moment they made a move to close 
down plants or create disturbances. Police 
forces In the Sudeten received reenforcements. 
And that was as much as was needed: the 
S D P called the whole thing off. T h e sensa
tional report of renewed mobilizations in 
Czechoslovakia which Berlin then Inspired 
was just to cover up a retreat which Hen
lein's foreign masters now found advisable. 

On May 21 and on Jdly 15 the Third' 
Reich's plan of attack foi?ndered upon the' 
rock of Czechoslovakia's determination to d c 
fend herself and the loyalty, of Prague's allies. 
From this Berlin concluded \ that a change In 
tactics was necessary. Indirect action must 
replace direct and, for the present, diplomatic 
pressure might succeed where military force 
had failed. While WIedernann was on his 
mission to London, Sebekovsky, a member of 
the upper councils of the \ S D P (and one 
of the three men who havfe built up Hen
lein) was at work on parallel lines in Karls
bad. T o the British, Wiedemann dangled 
the bait of an air agreement, a neutrality 
accord, peaceable solutions of all shapes and 
kinds. And in a like vein, Sebekovsky issued 
a statement that "for the I sake of peace" 
the S D P was willing to "make concessions" 
on the point of indemnities for injuries to 
the Sudeten Germans since 1918—one of the 
demands In Henlein's so-called Karlsbad pro
gram. T h e thought behind these sudden peace 
gestures Is revealed In two 4ocun\ents which 
saw the light almost simultaneously. One Is 
the report of a Danish officer which gives 
precise data with respect to the rapid massing 
of troops and war material tjhroughout lower 
Austria. T h e second is a memorandum of 
secret Instructions from the S D P inner coun
cils to ranking officials of that party which 
the Prague Sozial-Demokrat published with 
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"Damn that fellozv, Rooseveltl 
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