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these are the apparent irreconcilables which 
many members of the middle classes today 
are weighing. T h e longing for untroubled, 
sensuous living today clashes with a troubled 
awareness of increasing worldwide poverty 
and misery. In portraying and confessing the 
contrasting moods which this conflict creates, 
Saroyan has touched one of the critical themes 
of our time. Too few critics have penetrated 
beneath the Saroyan insouciance to this sig­
nificant fact. 

The present collection adds nothing, except 
further documentation, to Saroyan's treat­
ment of the conflict. Among the thirty-five 
pieces, we find the usual cosmological "short 
stories," a new set of tales about Hollywood, 
sketches of the sadness and funniness of life, 
and several moving stories of poverty. T h e 
gem of the collection is a story, "Thi rd Grade 
Citizens," which portrays the impact of the 
invasion of Ethiopia on an American school 
teacher and a group of Italian and Negro 
school children. Another story, "Some Day 
I'll Be a Millionaire," does an outstanding 
job in describing the strange feelings and for­
lorn hopes of an unemployed couple. As a 
whole, however, the stories are marred by 
the formlessness, the excesses, and the exag­
gerated mannerisms characteristic of an un­
settled point of view. 

Few stories suggest that Saroyan has culti­
vated any skill in handling dramatic materials. 
Most of the stories are undeveloped still-life 
shots. Lyrical-philosophical warblings about 
life constantly intrude. Saroyan the wiseacre 
looms everywhere—in the catch-phrase titles, 
the erratic characters, the absurd incidents. 
T h e highly insistent combination of an inex­
haustible sense of the sad and funny, the 
cosmic and the commonplace, the timeless and 
temporal, leads to a juxtaposition of con­
trasts endlessly repeated. Overuse has in fact 
made whatever devices Saroyan has con­
tributed to the liberation of short-story form 
and prose seem ineffective. 

Both as a writer and a person, Saroyan's 
great need is for integration of the false alter­
natives he has long been evaluating. Since 
Inhale and Exhale he has been vividly stat­
ing the problem. He has yet to discover that 
personal living and satisfaction are possible 
within the orbit of necessary social action. 
T o encompass this realization requires more 
than delicate senses and z. great heart. 

ARNOLD S H U K O T O F F . 

Social 
Insurance 
INSECURITY: A C H A L L E N G E TO AMERICA, by 

Abraham Epstein. Random House. $4. 

T HE volume under review is the second 
revised edition of Abraham Epstein's 

study of the philosophy and technique of 
social insurance as it emerges from the ex­
periences of our industrial society in the last 
fifty years. T h e new edition is distinguished 
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Plata 3: Pierrot and Barleanln (Cezanne) 

Christmas 
Gift 

We have a limited number—300, to be 
exact—of folios of reproductions from 
the Museum of Western Art in Moscow. 
Each folio contains twenty-two full-color 
prints of Fpench moderns, Cezanne, 
Gaugin, Derain, Manet, Matisse, Monet, 
Picasso, Pissarro, Renoir, Rousseau, Sis-
ley, Utrillo, Van Gogh. Similar in many 
ways to the Moscow Art Folio we offered 
last year, these reproductions are hand­
somely mounted and ready for framing 
(they are 14%" by 12"), or suitable 
simply to keep as part of your collection 
(they are bound loosely in gray, stiff 
boards). Ordinarily they sell at $4.50, 
and $4.50, as you know, is also the price 
of a year's subscription to New Masses. 
However, as a Christmas offer, and until 
the supply runs out, we are offering a 
combination of a year of iVetv Masses 
and the folio for $6.50. 

A Year of New Masses and 

the Moscow Folio, both for 

fgSO 
USE THE COUPON 

j . ^„-j 
NEW MASSES. 3 1 EAST 27TH STREET, N. Y. O. 

Please enter my ordep right away for a year*8 sub­
scription to the New Masses and the Moscow fo l io 
of reproductions of modern art. I enclose $ 6 . 5 0 . 

Name - - - _ 

Address... 

City. 

Occupation... ...NM: 

If you are at present a subscriber and wish to 
take advantage of this offer by extending your 
subscription a year, check here. Q 
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GIVE YOURSELF THIS XMAS TREATl 
Come sooner if you can, but whatev^ you do, 
get your reservation in pronto for the Gala 
Xmas Week or Week-End. An inviting new Ice-
Skating Pond, musioales in our lavish new 
music salon, open fireplaces, modern library. 
Lots to do. Congenial company. 
Tel: Fallsburg 53 Woodbourne. N. Y. 

SEND YOUR RESERVATION NOW! 

RllllMONT rAKK 
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IS NOW OPEN FOR THE SKATER 
AND SKIER 

Within one hour's ride you can enjoy 
a glorious weekend of Winter Sports. 
Skating, Amateur Skiing, all on our own 
large estate. Make Early Reservations. 

Open All Year 
A R M O N K V I L L A G E 9 B 6 

THE LAKE VIEW 
l« preferred for cholceat locatiMi, 
homejr atmosphere and excelleuE 
c u i s i n e . M o d e r a t e R a t e s . 

59 MADISON AVENUE 
Lakewood, N. J. 

Tel. Lakewood 287 or B63 
A N N A E P S T E I N 

CAMP NITGEDAIGET 
ON-THE-HUDSON 

BEACON, N. Y. Phone: Beacon 731 
ALL SPORTS 

Hotel Accommodations: Per week $17—Per day S3 
City Office: FOrdhom 4-0664. Tronsportotion: EStabrook 8-5141 

_ _ (Or by N. Y. Central R.R.) 

Enjoy your vacation at • • • • • 
EAGER ROSE GARDEN 
305 7tb S t , Lakewood, N. J. Former Schildkraut Hotel 

• AH sports. Social activities. 
• We cater to vesetarians. Moderate 

rates for the entire season. 
. P H O N E DR 4 - 3 3 2 8 
lOR LAKEWOOD 428 

When in Lakewood Be Sure to Visit Yotur 
Comrade* At Their Rendezvous 

THE ROYALE 
708 Princeton Ave Telephone: 

Lakewood, N. J. Lakewood 1146 
Our New Annex Assures You of 
Added Sociat and Sport Facilities 

Special rates for readers of New Masses 
For Information call: MU S-8119 

SONIA GELBAUM ANNA BROUDE 
SPEOAL DIETS 

TRIPLE LAKE 
RANCH 

SUCCASUNNA, It. J. 
All sports. Unlimited 
riding. Free Instruc­

tion. Special attention to beginners. 
Open ail year. Excellent food. 

Beautiful mountain trails. Non-sectarian. 
ANN BARASH OR. GEORGE SWETLOW 

6R amercy 7-3135 

YOUR WINTER HOME 

HOTEL VENDOME 
Madison Avenue and 3rd Street 

Ijikewood, N. J. Lakewood 5S5 
Private Baths — Private Sun Porches 

Intelligent supervision of diets by registered nurse 
always on call 

M O D E R A T E R A T E S 

ZINDOREST PARK 
MONROE, N. Y. Phone 7 7 U 

Formerly a millionaire's estate. 
160 acres of most beautiful country. 

An modem equipment and all facilities for sports— 
Make early reservations. 
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Progressive Santas 
give NEW MASSES 

Pleati mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers 

for its comprehensive analysis and its uncom­
promisingly destructive criticism of the prin­
ciples of the U. S. Social Security Act. 

The author is not only one of the foremost 
American students of social insurance, he is 
also one of its front-line veteran fighters. His 
militant advocacy of social insurance dates 
from the years of the post-war reaction and 
the present volume is in a way a summary of 
the results of more than twenty years of hard 
thinking and determined action in his chosen 
field. We must add our voice to that of many 
others in praise of the unusual comprehen­
siveness and clarity of exposition of its subject 
matter. At the same time we must admit that 
we are deeply disturbed and dissatisfied with 
some of the implications of this study and 
particularly with the author's hypercritical 
attitude towards the efforts of the New Deal 
in constructing a social security program. 

As Mr. Epstein points out, and as we read­
ily admit, the New Deal Social Security 
program violates almost every established 
principle of social insurance. Despite this we 
know that it has been tremendously effective 
in arousing the American people to the battle 
for real social security and that it is one of 
the main rallying grounds for the forces of 
progressive labor and the masses generally in 
this battle. It is also clear that the program is 
the concentration point for the opposition of 
all the deadly enemies of social security who, 
unable to make a frontal assault, seek to un­
dermine the progressive forces by hypocritical 
advocacy of "genuine" social security in place 
of the alleged fake social security of the New 
Deal. Now where does Mr. Epstein stand in 
this battle? Apparently he can see only the 
amazing number of deficiencies in the New 
Deal program, and his criticism, instead of 
being in a friendly and sympathetic spirit, 
is suffused with hostile overemphasis of its 
weaknesses. 

With most of Mr. Epstein's objections to 
the social security program, we are in hearty 
agreement. The act, instead of setting up 
self-respecting minimum health-and-decency 
benefit standards, operates to a large degree 
on the private insurance principle of "the 
more or less you pay, the more or less you 
get." The result is that those who need social 
security most get the least; for example, the 
long-time unemployed, the present aged, agri­
cultural, domestic, and migratory workers. 
Instead of a nationwide integrated system of 
unemployment insurance and relief, we have 
fifty-two unemployment systems, one national 
relief system, and a welter of local relief 
systems. The inevitable result has been an al­
most complete breakdown in the administra­
tion of unemployment insurance. Instead of 
being financed mainly out of excessive incomes 
of the wealthy, the act is financed to a very 
large degree out of the workers' pay checks. 

Mr. Epstein's criticism of the financing 
provisions of the Social Security Act deserves 
close scrutiny. He is, on good grounds, op­
posed to both the worker's and the employer's 
payroll tax. However, he seems to us to be 
much more emphatic in his opposition to 
the latter tax than to the former. He argues 
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ARROWHEAD LODGE 
ELLENVILLE, NEW YORK 

S. SLUTSKY, Prop. 

XMAS WEEK $22.00 
( $ 2 5 with adjoining bath) 

XMAS WEEK $22.00 
New Year's Weekend, 3 days, 13.00 
• Skating on premises • Orchestra 
• Outdoor sports • Enterta inment 
Make your peservatlons now for a friendly and 
interesting yacation — Phone Dr. D. Newman 

JErome 6-2334. 
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OPEN ALL YEAR 

Formerly Lewlsohn's Estate 
CENTRAL VALLEY NEW YORK 

40 miles front N. Y., 225 acres in beautiful Ramapo Mountains. 
Fascinating hiking country, sleighing, s«.«""J*''"ni- "/S', ?£* 
cuisine. Opert flreniaces. library, «o"«™ial atmosphere. Adults. 
TeL; Highland liliils 7895 Management: FANNIE GOLDBERG 

MAUD'S WINTER-RAY 
SQUANKUM RD., LAKEWOOD, N. J. 

amidst a ten-acre park of piniBS 
EXCELLEINT CUISINE—DIETS ARRANGED 

SPORTS—MUSIC—LIBRARY 
MODERATE RATES PHONE: LAKEWOOD 261 

Never a dull moment at 

M O R O F F ' S H O T E L 
712 Clifton Ave. 

Lakewood 712 Lakewood, N. J . 
Our excellent cuisine i i under the personal eupar^ 
vision of the hospitable Mania Moroff. 
Reasonable rates! A Union Hotel 

A» 
to. . .his 100 acre farm 

...glorious coiuitry 

...superlative cooking 

...homey atmosphere 
...books, fireplace 
...complete winter sports 

Just 55 miles from New Ycrk 
Make early reservation for Gala Xmas and New Year 

Low Winter Rates 
•GEORGE A. POOORSON, 250 Park Ave., PLlua 3-892$ 

op Locust Grove Farm, Hopewell Junction. N. Y. 
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UNITY'HOTEL 
501 Monmonth Are. Lakewood, N. I . 
Comradely atmospliere ^ Eieellmt enlalne — Wlntat 

•porta—Entertainment 1 la Unity 
Modtratm prices laka Schttart* & MoUha Cross 

TaLi Lakmtood 11S9 

Enjoy your week-ends and vacation a( 

MARTEROMO 
Tel.: BTS Pearl River, N. Y. 

A modern, steam-heated farm resort. Rest, recuper­
ate in exhilarating air o< Ramapo foothills. Ml 
sports. Lake. Boating, bathing, fishing, skating in 
season. Excellent food. 20 miles from city. Rock-
land-Spring Valley Busses. Rates: $3 dayj $18 wk. 

I For the Christinas Holidays | 
BLUE MOUNTAIN LODGE 

offers a royal program of winter sports and 
sundry diversions. Good food, good cheer, 
good company. Automatic heating thruout. 

Special week and weekend rates. 
Tofte IT. y. Central to Harmon Station 

PEEKSKILL. N. Y. Phone 1403 

RAVEN I.ODG1: 
In a comradely environment Inviting rest and ro-

laxalton—tporit and social direralont. IN THE CENTER 
OF LAKEWOOD'S WINTER CAYETY. Special rate to 
"Pfeto Masses" readers. 
Tel. Lakewood 932 
I. GOLD & C. BOOBAR 

416 Third St. 
Lakewood, N. J. 

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing adverHtert 
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Mexico ^TZ"" ^'55. 80 
Travel by bus lo. all parts of 
the United States, Mexico and 
Canada. 

Cruises and Tours 
D o m e s t i c a n d F o r e i g n 

To Florida, California, Na­
tional Parks, West Indies, 
Havana, B e r m u d a , South 
America, Europe. 

SOVIET UNIO]^ 
2 0 % reduction on Soviet 
land tours. Visit Leningrad, 
Moscow, Kharkov, Kiev and 
Odessa. 

STEAMSHIP TICKETS TO ALL PARTS Of THE 
WORLD 

RAIL ft BUS TRANSPORTATION 
BUSES A BOATS CHARTERED TO OiRGANIZATIONS 

AT LOW RATES 
• 

Secure your ticket$ from 

World Tourists, Inc. 
175 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

(Flatiron Bldg.) 
Tel. I ALg. 4-6656-7-8 

Rip the Mystery ofi 1939 
give NEWMASSESt»-Xmas 

I — . EXCESS HAIR 
REMOVED FOREVER 

From Face, Arms, Legs or Body 
A physician in attendance 

RESULTS GUARANTEED! 
FREE Consultation. MEdallion 3-4218 
NOW—ONLY $1 PER TREATMENT 

BELLETTA E L E C T R O L Y S I S 
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ART 
for Christmas giving 
PAINTINGS 
SCULPTURE • 
GRAPHICS 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

250 PIECES BY 150 
W E L L - K N O W N ARTISTS 
PRICED FROM $5 TO $50 

Christmas greeting cards 

American Artists Scliool 

MUSICALE 

Sunday, Dec. I I 
4 to 6 P.M. 

Seorge Bagrash 
Pianist 

Phillip Blackman 

Baritone 

131 WEST 14 St., N. Y. C. WA 9-5397 

HAPPY THOUGHT! 
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that the employers will pass the tax on to 
the workers by raising prices or by reducing 
payrolls through technological improvements. 
In fact, he trots out all the stock arguments 
usually used to prove that workers cannot 
gain anything by fighting for wage increases. 
Fundamentally, the argument appears to be 
that employers can always prevent a reduc­
tion in business profits. Now no one denies 
that employers have ways and means which 
are frequently successful to prevent such re­
ductions. But their power is limited, if not 
by national then by international competition, 
and by governmental tariff and fiscal policies. 
I t can be further limited by monopoly legisla­
tion, consumers' cooperation, and other de­
vices. The people, if they have a responsive 
government, can control the level of business 
profits. T h e division of the national income 
is affected by the strength of the various social 
classes and does not depend solely on the will 
of the employers. Although, as the foregoing 
argument indicates, we believe that the danger 
of the employer's payroll tax is overrated, we 
agree with M r . Epstein that progressive in­
come taxation is a much preferable alterna­
tive. W e would not, however, regard the so-
called "broadening of the tax base," for ex­
ample, as an improvement over the employer's 
payroll tax. 

The reserve provisions of the Social Secu­
rity Act also draw heavy fire from M r . Ep­
stein. He explains, correctly enough, that the 
actuarial type of reserve of the private insur­
ance business is out of place in a social insur­
ance system. He sees the reserve provisions of 
the Social Security Act as a device to postpone 
payment of insurance benefits. Since they are 
accumulated to a large extent through taxes 
on workers' wages they also tend to deflate 
purchasing power. T h e idea that reserves will 
in future years reduce costs he regards as 
purely illusory. 

Despite the soundness of M r . Epstein's 
arguments there is a good deal that can be 
said for a system of reserves for old-age in­
surance. If this country had a stabilized dis­
tribution of its various age groups and the 
present aged were not discriminated against, 
then the proportion of the national income 
required for payment of old-age benefits 
would not vary much from year to year. But 
the situation in this country is that the pro­
portion of aged is increasing very rapidly 
and it is inevitable that old-age insurance 
benefits will require an ever increasing share 
of the national income. T h e security of the 
social security system requires that some pro­
vision be made which will at least partly 
guarantee that the requisite share will be 
available. A social insurance reserve system, 
not necessarily analogous to the private ac­
tuarial systems, could be set up to help ac­
complish this. A prime requirement of such 
a system would be that the reserves be ac­
cumulated by means of progressive income 
taxation. Supposing the reserves vî ere invested 
only in government bonds (they could be in­
vested in real income-earning projects), the 
result would be to transfer a portion of the 
outstanding government debt, which would 

have otherwise been owned by private inter­
ests, to the ownership of the social security 
fund (i.e., to the people insured). Tha t por­
tion of government income which would 
otherwise have to be used to pay interest on 
the aforesaid government debt to private in­
terests would now be available for the social 
security program. T rue , there would be no 
increase in the nation's real income or diminu­
tion in the real cost of the benefits of the 
social security program. However, under our 
existing institutions, there would be a very 
real increase in the share of the national in­
come available for social security purposes. 

I t seems to us a weakness of this otherwise 
fine work that the author has failed to see 
that there is a kernel of soundness in the New 
Deal's idea of social insurance reserves. W e 
cannot help feeling that here, at least, his 
unsympathetic attitude has affected the fair­
ness of his appraisal. 

J . ROLAND. 

Brief Revieirs 
THE OXFORD ANTHOLOGY OF AMERICAN LITERA­
TURE, edited by William Rose Benet and Norman 
Holmes Pearson. Oxford University Press. $6. 

In their preface to this "historical selection from 
the literary expression of the American people," 
the editors state their specific concern with literary 
values. They feel that esthetic judgment of Ameri­
can letters has been neglected, and that it is time 
to present writers as writers rather than as symp-
torfis of deism, humanitarianism, social trends, and 
so on. As a corrective to the conventional assump­
tion that we must cover up the "esthetic inferioritjr" 
of American literature by stressing its superior in­
terest as "history," this approach is proper. There 
are corresponding dangers in pushing the esthetic 
thesis too far, of course; but the inclusion of a pas­
sage from John Reed's Ten Days That Shook the 
World, William Ellery Leonard's poem on Tom 
Mooney, and Archibald MacLeish's "Speech to 
Those Who Say Comrade," suggests the editors' 
awareness that social relevance and creative art 
are far from being incompatible. On the other 
hand, this antidote to the crude-classification type 
of anthology does not establish a positive critical 
principle which unifies esthetic and historical fac­
tors, and that is the really difficult and necessary 
job for the modern anthologist. 

The poems of Melville and the prose of Whit­
man are for once adequately represented. Emily 
Dickinson looms larger than usual. So do Crane, 
James, Santayana, and Elinor Wylie. Much space 
is devoted to the poets of the pre-war renascence 
and to the story-tellers of the twenties. The editors 
have skillfully avoided responsibility for making 
selections from the younger writers of the present 
decade. It is disappointing to. find that not one 
writer born since 1900 is represented. 

SAMUEL SILLEN. 

AMERICAN AUTHORS, 1600-1900, edited by Stanley 
J. Kunitz and Hoiaard Haycraft. H. W. Wilson 
Co. $5. 

This is an extremely useful one-volume bio­
graphical dictionary of American literature. Ap­
proximately thirteen hundred authors are treated 
in sketches which range from 150 to 2,500 words. 
The critical judgment of the editors is sound, for 
the most part; but the reader will be particu­
larly grateful for the patience and care with 
which the main biographical facts have been assem­
bled. The volume features four hundred photo-
lithographically reproduced portraits, many of them 
rare and hitherto unpublished. Students, teachers, 
and librarians will find this a very handy desk 
reference. R. M. SiMS. 
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