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of a unit set for Ernst Toller’s revolutionary
play of 1919, Masses and Man. The set has
a starkness quite suitable to the play and is
designed with economy of line and material. It
consists of three platforms which are shifted
in relation to one another to form six scenes of
widely varying mood and character. W. Craig
Smith won third prize with a set for R.U.R.,
which depended in design on a background of
huge steel girders and a pattern of steel-framed
windows. Sets for O'Neill’s The Hairy Ape
were among the most effective. But unfor-
tunately it was not shown whether the struc-
ture that served for several of the sets would
be adequate for the remainder of them.

All in all, the models this year were better
than ever before and seemed to show more un-
derstanding of the practical problems of play
production. Most of them are such that the
average little theater could adapt them to its
requirements with little cost.

The judges were Harry Wagstaffe Gribble,
Frank Benesch, and Lee Simonson. Mr.
Simonson designed the sets for Masses and
Man when it was produced by the Theatre
Guild in 1924. 1. W. TiLpEN.

Federal Theatre \

Interprets Lincoln ‘*

RELUDE T0O GLORY, the Federal
Theatre Project’s play about the youth
of Abraham Lincoln, comes along at this par-
ticular moment as an impressive argument for
the passage of the Coffee Arts Bill, which
among other things would put the Project on
a permanent non-relief basis. We need more
plays like Prelude to Glory, which wouldn’t
have the chance of a snowball in hell on Broad-
way, because it’s neither fancy nor grandiose,
and sticks straightforwardly to its subject, and
" the actors who play in it prove that they have
the right to secure job tenure and to go on
pleasing audiences as they are deing at this
moment at the Maxine Elliott Theatre.

E. P. Conkle’s play shows the young Lin- |

coln’s first steps away from the sluggish life
of adversity-racked farmers to the country
store in New Salem, where he began to read
law, and where he fell in love with Ann Rut-
ledge. It is Mr. Conkle’s whim that Ann
first stirred in Lincoln a knowledge of his
capacities and the longing for 2 broader field
of endeavor, and that when she died, stricken
by the fever, his newly born ambition wilted;
only the thought of her disappointment in him
kept him from creeping back to his old home,
defeated, and set him instead on the road to
Springfield to practice law.

Actually, despite the reality of Lincoln’s
love for Ann and its tragic climax, Mr. Conkle
has taken considerable liberties; Lincoln was
already in the state legislature of. Illinois when
he and Ann became engaged. His ambition
had stirred of its own power and needed no
coaxing and scolding to be roused. By ob-
scuring the determination which impelled him
from his earliest days, Mr. Conkle has to a cer-
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Only Performance
This Season

MONDAY EVENING, APRIL 4th ¥
S. HUROK presents

and her Compony of 20 dancing comedians in her new dance-comedy “ALL FOR
LOVE”—a social criticism in 7 hilarious episodes of the so-called Grand Passton

SEATS 85¢ TG $2.20 — NOW ON SALE AT THE BOX OFFICE

o |

MAX GORDON presents

“THE
WOMEN"

(SECOND YBEAR)

" Comedy HIT by CLARE BOOTHE
Cast of 40—ALL, WOMEN

“Recommended to all men and all
women.”’—Benchley, New Yorker.
ETHEL BARRYMORE THEATRE
Forty-seventh Street, West of Broadway

Eves. 8:40. Mats, Wed. & Sat., 2:40
Telephone Clrele 6-039)
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“THOROUGHLY ABSORBING DRAMA”

—Brooks Atkinson, Times.

GOLDEN BOY

By CLIFFORD ODETS

H

“Odets has written what is by far his
best play.” — FLEXNER, New Masses.

THEA., 44 St, E. of B’'way. Eves.'
BELASCO Mats. Thurs. & Sat, 2:40 50¢ to §

JULIUS CAESAR
SHOEMAKERS' HOLIDAY
CRADLE WILL ROCK Veecs

WEEKS

“One of the hest musical shows of the year . . . Witty, .
—Atkinson, '
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NEW YORK’S HIT

MUSICAL REVUE
LABOR STAGE, 39th St. & 6th Ave. Eve. 55c to
Eves. 8:40. Mats. Wed. & Sat. 2:40 Mat. 55¢c to

2ud Annual
SPRING FEVER DANCE

Auspices: O
PEOPLE’S SA V Y
FRONT World’s Finest Ballroom
COMMITTEE 140th ST, AND LENOX AVE.
LOWER
MANHATTAN| Satu rday, March
Tickets
75¢ 6 9 P. M. to
in advance 2 TH‘ 3 A M.

TICKETS: WORKERS BOOKSHOP, 50 E. 13th St.

CLOSING APRIL 2nd
Chanc

Your Last =S "0

“THE CRADLE WILL ROCK™

MARC BLITZSTEIN'S PLAY WITH MUSIt
Enjoy it with MIKE QUILIL, guest of
honor of the Department Store
Ewmployee’'s Union on

MONDAY, MARCH 28TH

Get your. tickets immediately at the Union office
112 T. 19 St.: or at Mercury Theatre box-office,
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Please mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers



MANHATTAN OPERA HOUSE

R 311 West 34th Street, New York City
Admission—$1 in advance $1.50 at the door

Tickets on sale at: New Masses, 31 East 27th Street; Workers Book-
shop, 50 East 13th Street; Rand Bookshop, 7 East 15th Street;
Chelsea. Bookshop, 58 West 8th Street; Columbia Bookstore, 2960
Broadway; Putnam Bookstore, 2 West 45th Street; Leblang (Gray’s
Drug Store), 43rd Street and Broadway; Commodore Music Shop,
144 East 42nd Street. Also at all Workers and Peoples Bookshops in
Brooklyn, Bronx and Manhattan, Orders will be accepted by mail
or phone at the New Masses office. CA. 5-3076.

NEW MASSES

tain extent depreciated the character. With
this reservation we can accept his portrait as an
honest and touching one, which, thanks to the
performance of Stephen Courtleigh, sustains a
play that is hardly more than a chronicle by
the force of a great personality. Mr. Court-
leigh does an extraordinary job in reincarnat-

-ing it. After the first few startled moments

we settle back to admit that this was Lincoln
—his awkwardness, his humility, his gentle-
ness, his humor, and vigor, as they must have
been. Even the resemblance (and it cannot be
entirely a make-up job) is striking, and goes
beyond physical attributes of pose and gesture
and facial expression to the creation of a spiri-
tual quality, a personality, which is acting in
the true sense of the term. Stephen Courtleigh
takes a high place along with the half a dozen
other talented players who have been uncov-
ered by the Federal Theatre, He is ably sup-
ported by an excellent ensemble performance.
Particularly good are the mass scenes—the
Forum Club debate, the election meeting at the
blacksmith’s shop, the wrestling match—
which are ably staged by Leo Bulgakov and
played to the hilt by the entire company. ~
Prelude to Glory could be a better play.
While the author suggests such influerices on

‘the young Lincoln as the smoldering problem

of slavery and secession, and the opening up of
a great new country, they are unduly sub-
ordinated to Lincoln’s tragically interrupted
idyl. We see the greatness of the man in the
youth’s quick sympathy and imagination, but
we miss some sign of the anger and compassion
which were to weld those qualities into states-
manship and great humanity. Perhaps it is
asking too much of a play that has no such
aspiration, but Prelude to Glory does not do its
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Recently Recommended Plays

Haiti (Lafayette, N. Y.). Rex Ingram plays
the lead in_this stirring tale of how one
of Toussaint L’Overture’s generals foiled
Napoleon’s attempt to restore slavery in
Haiti.

One-Third of a Nation (Adelphi, N. Y.).
The current issue of The Living News-
paper, headlining the lack of adequate
housing for President Roosevelt’s 33 1-3
percent, and emphasizing the need for
action. Thoroughly documented, witty,
and admirably produced.

The Shoemaker's Holiday (National, N. Y.).
Alternating with Julius Caesar and pro-
duced by the Mercury Theatre, Dekker’s
play represents with vigor and authority
the Elizabethan love of life. A bawdy
and lusty comedy that must be seen.

The Cradle Will Rock (Windsor, N. Y.).
Marc Blitzstein’s anti-fascist play, using
music and satire as implements in the
people’s fight. (Closes April 2.)

A DolPs House (Broadhurst, N. Y.). A
splendid performance of one of Ibsen’s
best.

Pins and Needles (Labor Stage, N. Y.). A
sprightly social révue, sponsored by the
1LL.G.W.U. and staged by union mem-
bers. His tunes by Harold Rome and a
lively book give the cast something to go
to work on. T'wo companies are soon go-
ing on the road.
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subject matter justice. Nevertheless it provides
an engrossing evening in the theater, thanks
in no small degree to the men and women on
the Federal Theatre Project. .

ELEANOR FLEXNER.

Boris Shehukin’s <
Portrayal of Lenin

N a murky October day in 1917 a train

from Finland is approaching the Rus-
sian border. In the cab of the locomotive
there are two men besides the crew, a tall,
fur-hatted fellow, and a stocky man in a worn
and comfortable cap, leaning out the window
with his back to us, as the engine rocks through
the mist-enveloped landscape.

The short man turns to speak to his com-
panion, and a shock runs through the audience
when they see his face upon the screen. It is
Vladimir Ilyich. Lenin! :

It is Lenin with his thumbs hung in the arm-
holes of his vest, Lenin of the descriptive ges-
ture, the brown eyes squinting under the
marble baldness, Lenin, whose first presence
was enough to make an admirer. He is the
scribbler of history in the mornings of exile,
the impatient walker of the revolutionary’s
refuge, the maker of great strategies and small
enemies, whose every dark defeat was a mile-
stone to victory.

As the train travels toward Holy Russia, the
conflagration of imperialist war has burned
into gray embers, from which the great flower
of new life is sprouting, breaking into the air
from the earth of factory, battlefield, and farm.
Lenin is going up to Petrograd on the eve of
the October Revolution.

Recently Recommended Movies

Generals Without Buttons. A masterful study
of child psychology with a vein of anti-
war satire running throughout. A French
production.

Mad Abeut Music. A musical with Deanna
Durbin, The. first musical in a year of
Tuesdays from which you could drop
the music and still have an entertain-
ment, |

The Ballad of the Cossack Golota, Heart-
warming and adventurous tale of the -
Civil War in Russia, photographed with
the feeling of a Breughel winterscape.

The Adventures of Chico. An animal picture
by the Woodard Brothers of Mexico. Au-
thentic photography; a rare and beauti-
ful picture. : .

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Mark
Twain’s story of kids on the Mississippi,
now in technicolor. ,

Gold Is Where You Find It. Some healthy
analyses of the gold fever of the pioneer
West. Has a good documentary introduc-
tion showing, industrial and agricultural
methods in California before the time the
story takes place, In technicolor.

Goldwyn Follies. The Ritz brothers and an
imposing list of stars join to make this as
amusing a variety show as any you've
seen, -
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“Don’t Put It Off —
Take It Off”

INDIVIDUAL EXERCISE — BADMINTON — PING PONG
— SWEDISH MASSAGE — ELECTRIC CABINETS — SUN-
TAN LAMPS — ETC.

COURSES AS LOW AS 10 FOR $ ]_ O

REDUCE—BUILD UP—KEEP FIT!

GOODWIN’S GYMNASIUM

1457 BROADWAY AT FORTY-SECOND STREET
WIlsconsin 7-8250

A Terfect Combination!

The just-published book of 60 reproductions of his cartoons, drawings ar
paintings, including the historic Hirohito cartoon that banned Vanity Fa
from Japan. With a short life sketch of the East Side boy who was fir
from the National Academy and became America’s foremost revolutiona:
artist. Handsomely bound in natural-colored linen. ' Regularly. §
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Whose readers have long been ardent admirers of Gropper’s work . .
which from its beginning has featured the work of many outstandin
revolutionary artists and cartoonists . . . which consistently suppor
progressive effort in every phase of the arts . . . and which with its fea:
less comment and Marxian analysis of world events is helping to mal
this a world in which art can be honest and free, and artists will be tru
appreciated. Regular yearly subscription, $4.50; 6 months, $2.5
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NEW COMBINATION OFFER & NEW MASSES, 31 E. 27th St., N. Y, N,

saves more than 15% I enclose $..mmmney® for which please s
GROPPER with NEW MASSES

me New Masses fOr ..o *and a'e
for 1 year (52 issues) $5 5 0

of GROPPER free.
; Saves $1.00

- * Send $5.50 for ye;irly subseription.
GROPPER with NEW MASSES

i Send $3.75 for 6 months subscription.
6 months (26 issues) $3 75

Saves 75 cents
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