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and tragedy are ironic—but not the less mov­
ing. T h e same Englishmen who enslaved 
India found time to crush a harmless poet. 

M R . M A E T E R L I N C K ' S cute little bluebird re­
appeared on Broadway last week, all dressed 
up in the trappings of Freud and psychoan­
alysis. T h e result was something awful, to 
put it inelegantly. In fact, a good theater week 
turned sour when Gilbert Miller, who must 
have had a reason, dredged up this dreary 
little item by J . B. Priestley, / Have Been 
Here Before. 

I 'm not exactly a fan for M r . Priestley's 
novels, but I must say he does better between 
covers than across the footlights. The play, 
currently on view at the Guild Theatre, is 
very solemn stuff, all about time spirals and 
an officious professor who keeps remembering 
things out of his past four existences while 
the audience keeps wanting desperately to go 
home. T h e English, or at least M r . Priest­
ley, can certainly make a lot of solemn fuss 
about a little a.b.c. adultery. 

Wilfred Lawson, that remarkable fellow 
who made the bad-tempered lawyer in Libel 
immortal, is stuck with the unfortunate part 
of the business man who kept shooting him­
self in all his other existences. He gives, as 
always, a flawless performance, in spite of 
M r . Priestley's lines, and the rest of the cast 
does as well as can be expected, considering 
that the first act is made up almost entirely 
of stage waits and the rest of the play is en­
tirely chewing the cud of M r . Priestley's 
philosophy. R U T H M C K E N N E Y . 

Light on the 
Dark Continent 

A PICTURE about the Belgian Congo that 
does not mention the terror which sub­

dued the aborigines and the slavery that keeps 
the markets of Belgium profitable is scarcely 
a true picture. But the field of exploration 
films is so wide open for good w^ork that 
Armand Denis and his expedition have been 
able to make a satisfactory, even an admirable 
movie, nonetheless. Dark Rapture, at the 
Globe, is a film account of the auto travels 
of the Denis-Roosevelt expedition from Bel­
gium (where the young king blessed them 
off), through France, Spain (no mention of 
the w a r ) , across Gibraltar, through' French 
desert outposts in the Sahara, into the Bel­
gian slaveland of the Congo. Denis has a 
good sense of the newsworthy things in 
Africa—the pygmies, ; the giants, elephant 
hunts, volcanoes, prairie fires, native ritual, 
dance and music—and:he handles this mate­
rial in the spoken commentary with excep­
tional taste. T h e film| is snidely titled and 
advertised as a sex revelation but it does not 
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in RODGERS' and HARTS Mutical Comedy Hit 

I MARRIED AN ANGEL 
with Audrey Christie, Charles Walters and 50 Lovely Dancing Angels 
• SHUBERT THEATRE, W. 44th St. Eves. 8:30. Mats. Wed. & Sal. 

" S e n d s y o u in to 
t h e n i g h t r e j o i c i n g . " 

Whipple, WoTld-Tel. 

MAX GORDON 
{in association with George S. Kaufmait & Moss Hart) 

presents 

S I N G O U T T H E N E W S 
Musie & Lyrics by Conceived & Directed by 

HAROLD ROME CHARLES FRIEDMAN 

M l l C i r RIIY T i l 45th Street West of Broadway, Evenings 8:40 

U O t b D U A i n . Matinees Thursday & Saturday at 2:40 

E A R L B R O W D E R 
Just re turned from Europe — will talk 
on the European crisis and 1938 elections 

T H E J A M A I C A A R E N A 
91-16 144th Place, Jamaica 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27 
Tickets: 25c and 40c 

50 E. 13th St., N. Y. C. 
On sale at Workers Bookshops 

Doors open at 7 P.M. 

365 Sutter Ave., Brooklyn 

NEW MASSES FIRST ANNUAL ART EXHIBITION 

We Like 
America 
WILLIAM GROPPER 
Executive chairman 

ART YOUNG 
Honorary chairman 

November 15 to 27 

A.C.A. GALLERY, 52 WEST EIGHTH STREET, N. Y. C. 
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Quintet in F Major 
for Piano and Strings 

E. ROBERT SCHMITZ and 
ROTH STRING QUARTET 
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F O R I M M E D I A T E 
R E S U L T S 

CLASSIFIED ADS 40c a line 
7 words in a line I>eaidllae F i l , 6 p.m. Hin . chaise $I.<0 

STUDIO FOR RENT 

SMALL STUDIO—completely separate entrance—$20 
per month. Home evenings. Lobel, 352 E. 19th St. 
N. Y. C. 

FURNISHED ROOMS FOR RENT 
R I V E R S I D E D R I V E 224 (97th). Large, neat, sunny, 
suitable 2 ; kitchen privileges; home cooked dinners op­
tional; (4D). 

AUDITORIUiyi FOR RENT _ ^ _ 
B E A U T I F U L AUDITORIUM—capacity 299—spacious 
stage—modern facilities. Hungarian Cultural Federation, 
268 East 78th St. RH 4-9716. 

EXPEDITION 
GROUP GOING to Guatemala next summer, survey na­
tive life, ancient civilization. Reservations must be made 
now. N. M. Box 1562. 

VACATION RESORTS ' 
SACKS FARM, Saugerties, New York. Open all year 
round. Farm Atmosphere plus modern accommodations. 
Real country. Acres of Pine Woods. Very good food. 
Rates : $15 a week. R.F.D. 1, Box 267. Te l : Saugerties 
82 F 5. City info: BU 8-1 

INSURANCE 
Whatever yoiir needs—PAUL CROSBIE, established 
since 1908—FREQUENT SAVINGS, 135 William St., 
N. Y. C. Tel. BE ekman 3-5262. 

PIANO TUNING 
PIANO TUNING, regulating and repairing. Tone 
restoring and voicing. Excellent work. Ralph J. Appleton, 
24r West 84th Street. Tel. LO ngacre 5-5843. 

MAILING SERVICE 
C O M P L E T E M A I L I N G SERVICE. We are prepared 
to handle your Printing, Multigraphing, Mimeographing 
and Mailing needs. Quick service, low prices, any quanti­
ties. M A I L E R S A D V E R T I S I N G SERVICE, 121 West 
42nd Street, N. Y. C. BRyant 9-5053. 

G O I N G S O N 
ANALYSIS O F T H E N E W S of the Week every Sun­
day evening at 8:30 p.m. at the Workers School, 
35 East 12 Street, 2nd floor. Admission 20 cents. 
E A " R L B R O W D E R , A . M A R K O F F , T H E C O L O R F U L 
C H E N I S H E V S K Y F O L K DANCE GROUP, MARC 
B L I T Z S T E I N I N MODERN PIANO EXCERPTS, 
ORGAN COMPOSITIONS, ANNA SOKOLOW AND 
G R O U P : SIX STAR PROGRAM FOR T H E 15TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF T H E WORK­
E R S S C H O O L at Mecca Temple, Friday, December 16, 
1938, 8:15 p.m. Tickets now on sale. 35c; 55c, 83c and 
$1.10. Reservations: A L 4-1199 at School office, 35 E. 
12th St. Room 301. 
G E N E R A L VICTOR H. Y A K H O N T O F F speaks on: 
•"Soviet Russia and I ts Allies" on Tues. Eve., Oct. 25th, 
8:30 p.m. at 2 West 86th St. Social hour—Refreshments 
—Admission 50c. 
SCOTT NEARING will speak on "The Doddering Brit­
ish Empire" on October 25th at 88 Seventh Ave., So., 
( IRT Sheridan Sq. Station) 8:30 p.m. Adm. 40c. 
S IX OUTSTANDING Federal Poets—Bodenheim, Fu-
narofF, Claremont, Maas, Siegal, Spector—reciting own 
poetry, Friday, Oct. 21, 8 p.m. Webster Hall, 119 E. 
11th St. Admission 25c. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
I S I D O R SCHNEIDER, American poet recently re­
turned, will speak on "Culture in the Soviet Union," 
Oct. 21, 8:30 p.m., at Hotel Newton, 2528 Broadway. 
Ausp. A. F . S. U. 
•"A-NIGHT-AT-TH&LIDO"—Sunday Evening, Nov. 6. 
1938. Featuring Stars of "Sing Out The News" and 
"Sing For Your Supper." Lido Annex, 146 St. & 7th 
Ave. Subs. 49c. Ausp.: Theater Anti-Fascist Committee. 

Read the back cover 
Then use this coupon 

N E W MASSES, 31 Bast 27th St., N. Y. C. 

Enclosed is J in payment of 
yearly subscriptions to New Masses at $4.50 each 
and a FREE copy of I Like America to be sent 
to each. It is understood that when 1 have sent 
in 5 yearly subscriptions, I am entitled to one 
yearly subscription FREE. 

(List names and addresses on separate sheet. 
If 5 are sent herewith, list address to which 
FREE Prize Subscription is to be sent.) 

Name 

Address 

City State . . . . 

reveal as much as a dark mammary gland. 
Where the missionaries have failed to intro­
duce "civilized" modesty the Legion of De­
cency has succeeded. 

Leroy G. Phelps, the cameraman, has 
brought an uncommon pictorial quality to the 
immensities of Africa—the head-high grass­
lands, turgid rivers, the upland slopes where 
the vegetation might be the macabre foliage 
of Mars . He pictures the jungle where vines, 
great shafts of trees, and underbrush are 
woven like a cloth. T h e tribes of Africa 
are shown with a directness and sympathy 
that destroys many a superstitious illusion 
about "savagery," albeit the most important 
fact—imperialist rule—is left unsaid. When 
the director of the elephant station leads an 
elephant-drawn wagon train into the veldt 
there is a hint of the actual relations between 
the natives and their masters. Denis explains 
that the guns of the native boys who are 
shortly to undertake the desperate task of 
roping a young elephant are loaded only with 
blanks. Because, explains the narrator, the 
boys might get nervous and shoot each other, 
or even the white man. These "nervous" 
Negroes thereupon segregate a pachyderm 
from the herd and coolly rope him to a 
tree. Later the boys are shown breaking in 
the desperate captive, patiently climbing upon 
his back and jumping lightly off when he 
lunges with his trunk or tries to roll over 
on them. I can imagine the reason for the 
blank cartridges. 

A speaker at the opening meeting of the 
World Youth Congress, an emphatic delegate 
from Africa, made the point that the abo­
rigines of the so-called Dark Continent may 
be savages but they are savages who cannot 
be compared in duplicity and destructive 
frenzy with the armored savages of Europe. 
The blessed man of civilization, sitting in a 
theater, watching the intelligent and digni­
fied pygniies of the deep jungle, the noble 
Watusi giants of the plateau, and the in­
trepid fishermen seining the boiling rapids, 
is struck with an emotion very much like 
envy. If the world had not got so far into 
the industrial epoch, one could almost wish 
for another Rousseau, preaching the idyl of 
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the Noble Savage. But civilization besotted 
with the amorality of capitalism, has reached 
the savage. Remotely down five thousand 
years, the caste system of Egypt is bestowed 
upon the seven-foot Watusi who have the 
bearing and the Semitic profiles of the Nile 
Del ta ; more recent and more brutal, the 
imperialism of Europe is visited upon the 
Africans. T h e jungle tribes who have not 
been captured for the rubber plantations, the 
mines, and the elephant stations, live in hu­
man brotherhood like the pygmy engineers, 
working in rationalized teamwork as they 
swing their vine bridge across a streamful 
of crocodiles. 

Denis' commentary is a model of its kind, 
without a chauvinistic note in it. The expe­
dition released last year an album of musical 
recordings of jungle ritual. T h e intricate 
drumming on these records fascinated Ameri­
can jazz musicians, notably Benny Good­
man and Gene Krupa, and its influence is 
beginning to appear in hot music. This stick 
and log drumming appears in the picture. Be­
cause of its anthropological worth and its 
exciting photographic incident. Dark Rap­
ture is an outstanding movie. 

IRVING R E I S , director of the exciting radio 
dramatizations for the Columbia Workshop 
last year, sold himself over the hill to 
Hollywood with the understanding that he 
write and direct only " B " pictures. King of 
AlcatraZj his first effort, suggests that his 
stipulation has been granted with a vengeance. 
This gangster-Captain Flagg-Sergeant Quirt 
melange moves so slowly that one suspects 
M r . Reis took nothing to Hollywood from 
radio but the static. 

T H E ROOSEVELT T H E A T R E at Second Avenue 
and Houston St., New York City, is operated 
by a company bearing the laudable designa­
tion of the Non-Aryan Pictures Corpora­
tion. There you may see the best Soviet and 
European peoples' films at the lowest prices 
in town. T h e manager, M r . Morton Minsky, 
whose family's reputation in urban anthro­
pology was sullied by Commissioner Moss, 
has hit upon the bright idea of an historical 
chronicle of the Soviet Union in Russian 
films. Beginning October 18, the Roosevelt 
is pairing two Soviet films which describe 
the main events of revolutionary history and 
the growth of Soviet power. Each double 
bill will play for two days, carrying the audi­
ence along chronologically. T h e complete pro­
gram follows, including silent and sound films: 

Oct. 20-21, Potemkin, Lonely White Sail; 
22-23, Youth of Maxintj Return of Maxim; 
24-25, Mother, Niffhtingale; 26-27, Lenin in 
October, The Last Niffht; 28-29, Fragment 
of an Empire, Chapayev; 30-31, 26 Commis­
sars, Three Women; Nov. 1-2, Baltic Deputy, 
We Are from Kronstadt; 3-4, Road to Life, 
The Thirteen; 5-6, Beethoven Concerto, 
Peasants; 7-8, Moscow Laughs, Song of Hap­
piness; 9-10, Broken Shoes, Der Kampf; 
11-12, China Express, Son of Mongolia. 

J A M E S D U G A N . 
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"My, my," the ostrich said, as he hurriedly scanned the usual newspapers, "I honestly don't know my head 
from my tail about this European situation. Come to think of it, I don't know much about the situation right 
here at home." Naturally he was ashamed of his own ignorance, and so he hurriedly cancelled all social en­
gagements and even went so far as to refuse to answer the telephone. However, he could not avoid meeting 
acquaintances on the streets, and at business, and as soon as they began to talk of world affairs, he would turn 
pale with shame and bury his head in the nearest stretch of soft concrete. 

"This situation," his wife finally said, "is becoming untenable." And so she consulted all sorts of people 
who were authorities on complexes, but they were unable to get to the bottom of the situation (due to the fact 
that her husband kept his head in the sand whenever anyone came near). 

Then one day someone gave the poor woman a Daily Worker Coupon Book.* Near her wits end, it was 
with small hope that she redeemed the first coupon at the nearest newsstand and took her paper home. Need­
less to say there has been an amazing change in the couple's life. They are invited every place, and Mr. Ostrich 
is the first to accept. He is rapidly gaining a reputation for himself as an expert on affairs at home and abroad. 
He and his wife speak of the pre-Daily era as T H E DARK PERIOD. He particularly recommends Koltzov 
reporting from Prague, Jefiferson from Paris, and Goodman, who cuts through the London fog with his incisive 
dispatches. 

* Handy little books containing nine coupons (for 2Sc), each coupon redeemable at your favorite newsstand for 
one copy of the Daily Worker. Now being sold by your nearest Communist Party member. 

DAILY WORKER 
pO EAST 13th ST., NEW YORK CITY 

ALgonquin 4-7954 
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NM 17. DAILY WORKER, 50. East 13th St.. N. Y. C. 
Gentlemen: Enclosed please find $.... for which 
enter my subscription to the Sunday and Daily Worker 
for: six months ( ) ; three months ( ) ; one month. 
Please mail my copy to: 

Name .. 

Address 

City State 
Rates: 6 months sub. $4.50 ($5.50 Manhattan and 
Bronx); three months sub. $2.50 ($3.00 Manhattan and 
Bronx); one month sub. $1.00 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



NEW MASSES 
51 East 27th Street, New York City • CAledania 5-3076 

October 20, 1938 

Dear Reader: 

"NEW EA.SSES MUST CONTINUE!" 

This Is the essence of what I have heard a hundred times if 
onoe, since my letter on this page last week* Strange but welcome 
voices over the telephone . • • letters and wires • . • readers who 
stopped in at the office . . • all said, in effect: "NEW MASSES MUST 
CONTINUE!" 

Recognition of the magazine's desperate situation is exempli­
fied as much by the questions asked as by the reassurances and sub­
scription promises received, since these questions, however worded, 
had one main theme — are there any better or new methods for obtain­
ing that one subscription which, forthcoming from every reader, 
spells stability for New Masses? 

HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF TELEPHONING? It IS difficult to see all the 
people you know who might subscribe to New Masses. Tou can still TALK 
to them about it, and TODAY, while this is fresh in mind, is the time 
to do it. 

HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF LETTER WRITING? Isn't there someone to 
whom you spoke about subscribing, a month or two back, irtio gave you no 
for an answer. With all that has happened since, a letter from you 
mentioning, for example, last week's editorial answers to the five most 
agitating questions regarding the Munich sellout, might Just strike the 
right, subscribing chord. Or . . • isn't there an out of town friend 
of whom you've said: "If. only I could see him — I'll bet I could get 
him to subscribe!" TODAY is the time to write. 

HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF SENDING US THE NAMES OF POSSIBLE NEW MASSES 
SUBSCRIBERS? We will send them a copy of the magazine, with a letter 
inviting their subscription. Do it TODAY, and you will all the sooner 
have our assisteuice towards helping you clinch that subscription* 

HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF ASSISTING YOUR FRIENDS FINANCIALLY? If 
you know a friend of New Masses nftio would gladly subscribe , but finds 
it difficult to pay out |4.50 at one time, perhaps you are fortunately 
flush enough to send us the money for him . . o and collect it a dollar 
at a time. 

HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF CARRYING A SUBSCRIPTION BOOK? Write for 
yours if you haven't received one. It provides a handy dotted line. 

HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF SENDING US YOUR SUBSCRIPTION SELLING IDEAS? 
Your own experience may be just the thing to help somebody else over a 
subscription hurdle. Tell us about it. We'll tell our other readers. 

If there is any other aspect of our drive for 20,000 new sub­
scribers about which you want to write us . . . do so. Remember, this 
is your magazine. The campaign to save New Masses is your campaign. 
The fate of New Masses lies in your emswer to the appeal to you for at 
least one new subscriber. And the answer must be: "NEW MASSES MUST 
CONTINUE!" 

Sincerely yours, 

.<^e^^^ ^^c£^2.<x^ 
Business Manager 
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