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Guide to the Crisis

Earl Browder’s new book brilliantly appraises the shifting forces in the American scene. The
continuity of the Communist position. A review by Bruce Minton.

THE SECOND IMPERIALIST WAR, by Earl Browder.
International Publishers, $2.

ARXISM, the science of guiding soci-
M ety in flux, seeks to release the

forces of growth, to control and
direct them for the benefit of the majority,
for the liberation of the working class. In
his latest book, The Second Imperialist War,
Earl Browder applies this science specifically
to the United States, bringing profound un-
derstanding to the solution of tasks arising
out of material conditions, As Browder in-
terprets and explains, Marxism is revealed as
a weapon with which men are enabled to mold
the world they live in to their own best ad-
vantage. Earl Browder, like Stalin and Dimi-
trov, Thorez and Palme Dutt, writes always
in the light of the experiences of the party
he leads, as spokesman of a movement much
larger than any one man. And in the Fore-
word to the latest compilation of his speeches,
articles, and reports, the general secretary of
the American Communist Party stresses that
the collection “is the product of closest collab-
oration among the whole leadership of the
Communist Party of the United States, as
well as among the brother parties of the
Communist International.”

The Second Imperialist War covers the
period from March 1939 to May 1940. The
few critics in the non-Marxist press who have
discussed the book have expressed loud dis-
dain for its approach and contents. Yet it is
eminently safe to predict that this collection
provides an analysis which future historians
will be able to read without doubling up in
derisive laughter—a quality lacking among so
many contemporary commentators and so-
called historians who proudly flaunt their ig-
norance and repudiation of Marxism.

“INCONSISTENT ?”’

The future will judge Browder's inter-

ipretation for itself. Right now the fashionable

and safe approach to The Second Imperialist
War is to declare it “inconsistent,” full of
the shifts which, critics assert with bland in-
souciance, invalidate the Communist position.
The charge is worth considering. What is
“Inconsistency”? Are American Communists
without direction, devoid of stability?
Browder's book can be briefly summarized
as follows: His speeches from March to Au-
gust 1939 urge a Peace Front to resist fascist
aggression and to prevent the horror of war
from involving the whole world. At the same
time, he condemns the betrayals of the people
everywhere resulting from the Chamberlain
policy of appeasement. The Roosevelt admin-
istration reinforced appeasement by refusing

to support democracy in Spain, by embargoing
the loyalist government, and by subsequent
recognition of the Franco fascist regime; by
continuing aid to Japanese aggression against
the Chinese people; and by sabotaging the
building of an anti-fascist, anti-appeasement
front of collective defense against war. From
September 1939, when as a result of such
policies war broke out in Europe, to May
1940, Mr. Browder no longer advocates col-
lective security, but instead - concentrates his
attention on exposing the frantic attempts of
the American ruling class to involve the
United States in the war on the side of the
Allies. He lays bare the imperialist character
of the conflict, the fact that the struggle has
as its purpose the redivision of the world.
Though the people of America express a fixed
determination not to be dragged into war,
it is necessary to know the enemy. Mr.
Browder explains—the patient explanation of
the Communist—so that people shall under-
stand. And until now, America has remained
formally out of the war; the Communists,
with Browder at their head, can claim proud
credit for their contribution to the strong
resistance by the people.

Wherein are the “inconsistencies” of which
the critics complain? Before the imperialist
war engulfed Europe, Communists fought to
prevent it. Once war came, Communists per-
force acknowledged the changed situation.
With the outbreak of war, existing differences
among ruling class groups became of second-

EARL BROWDER, Communist candidate for
the presidency, discusses the critical issues
facing the country in his new book, “The

Second Imperialist War.”

ary importance; the capitalists restored unity
among themselves for the purpose of obtain-
ing their main objective—to drag America
into new imperialist ‘adventures. And with
war a terrible reality, the fight for collective
security against war lacked content. To justify
a corrupt war, which the imperialists were
determined should be. transformed into a
united attack against the Soviet Union, would
be to repudiate every end for which Com-
munists have always struggled. The existence
of war was itself evidence that the relationship
of forces was no longer the same as it had been
during the uneasy peace that antedated Sep-
tember 1939,

SHIFTING FORCES

As Browder explains, Marxists must ap-
praise the shifting forces, and adapt them-
selves to meet new situations, Each step that
Communists take in their constant effort to
meet the problems of an ever changing world
“contradicts” the preceding position. “Far
from wishing to hide these ‘contradictions,” we
would push them forward . . . as the highest
lesson we have to teach—the cause of change,
its technique, its timing. . . .” wrote Browder
in the Foreword to The People’s Front.
In The Second Imperialist War, he again
applies the dialectical method to the kaleido-
scopic events of the past two years and thereby
reveals “class relationships in all their naked-
ness—class struggle cutting through all the
pretenses and sophistries of the bourgeoisie,

the relations emerging, the real struggles de-

veloping, which will determine the fate of
our country and of the world.”

To be victorious, it is obvicus that the
strength of the foe must be considered. The
initial strategy remains the same—to overcome
opposition and so assure victory.. But to
achieve this, the approach must vary accord-
ing to the moves of the adversary. The main
strategy of the Communist Party is unaltered
throughout these troubled times: to defend
the gains already made under capitalism by
the working class and its allies among farmers
and the middle classes; to strive for peace,
security, and a higher standard of living; to
guide the advance toward socialism, no matter
how confused this advance might still be in
the minds of workers. But tactics shift, re-
flecting the movement of class forces. Rather
than being guilty of the type of inconsistency

_which the critics are so anxious to magnify,

The Second Imperialist War emphasizes the
continuity of the Communist position, a con-
tinuity that can only be preserved by chang-
ing tactics. The change of tactics, made neces-
sary by changing events, forwards the drive
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toward the fixed end. If this is inconsistent,
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then a ““consistent” party, having once decided
its tactic, would continue to prosecute it no
matter what new developments occurred in
the nation and in the world, no matter if by
such “consistency” the working class move-
ment was betrayed, the struggle for liberation
and socialism lost, and the end sacrificed for
which the struggle had been waged in the
first place.

Mr. Browder’s brilliant analysis is tribute
to the ability of the Communist Party to ad-
just its policies and actions to new conditions
without losing sight of the goal. The critics
see the parts, the Communists see the whale.
The contents of The Second I'mperialist War,
all of which represent immediate response to
events as they occurred—without benefit of
hindsight—illustrate the capacity to meet and
solve problems demanding prompt and lucid
understanding; the direction that Communists
must pursue is never obscured, never for a
moment in doubt. »

Marxism is the scientific instrument b
which to win the future. Mr, Browder ap-
plies this science with profound skill. The
party for which he speaks is not large. But it
has direction and purpose. The Second Im-
perialist WWar adds to the growing, ever chang-
ing, ever comsistent interpretation that serves
as a guide for action, Mr. Browder clarifies
the problems of a momentous epoch; he also
prepares us for tomorrow. To fail to master
this contribution by a great leader is to retard
the struggle against war and hunger and
fascist terror. Earl Browder has added to our
knowledge and to our ability to go forward
to a better world. Bruce MINTON.

American Negroes
THE NEGRO IN THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, by Herbert
Aptheker. International Publishers. 15 cents.

WxTH the publication of The Negro in
the American Revolution,

Aptheker gives us the third -in his series of
pamphlets on the Negro in American history.
Like his two preyvious works, The Negro in

the Civil War and Negro Slave Revolts in.

the United States, the new pamphlet is schol-
arly, well documented, the result of painstak-
ing research. It is also very well written.

The theory of man’s legal and political
equality, the philosophical basis of the Ameri-
can as well as other bourgeois and bourgeois-
democratic revolutions, had its impact also
upon the Negroes in the Thirteen Colonies.
Because they desired America’s freedom and
their own, the slaves and free Negroes rushed
into every branch of the service. Crispus At-
tucks, Negro dockhand, a member of the
Sons of Liberty, was the revolution’s earliest
martyr, the first to die in the Boston massacre.
Negroes were seamen and pilots in the in-
fant navy. They were at Lexington and Con-
cord when the colonists fired the shot heard
round the world. They froze at Valley Forge.
They fought in great numbers at Bunker
Hill. They helped Ethan Allen capture Fort
Ticonderoga. They served at Saratoga and
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A DELIGHTFUL POST-LABOR DAY
WEEK-END

NEW MASSES invites you to a luxurious mountain lodge
in the lofty Rip Van Winkle country.

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW!

@ BOATING...ON A GLORIOUS SECLUDED LAKE
® SWIMMING...IN A MATCHLESS MOUNTAIN POOL
® TENNIS ... ON FAST CLAY COURTS
'©® BICYCLING ALONG BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY TRAILS
® SKATING TO MUSIC

@ PINGPONG
’ 7 PLUS
A Full Social Program Arranged by the Management
AND

SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT BY GUEST ARTISTS
\ CONCERT
VARIETY NIGHT BY THE cream of TAC's Entertainers
Surprise AFTER-BREAKFAST features

CHESTERS' ZUNBARG

Woodbourne, New York

SEPTEMBER 6th — SEPTEMBER 8tli
TWO FULL DAYS

Special transportation arrangements for those without cars at minimum rates.
Cost of Week-End Minus Transportation, $10.00

THIS IS A SPECIALLY RESERVED WEEK-END
No/overcrowding—evérything at your léisure.

FILL OUT BLANK BELOW AND RETURN OR CALL NEW MASSES CAl 5-3076

X ‘wish to make reservations for ... people at $10.00 per person for NEW MASSES weeck-end
Sept. 6th 1o 8th.

REMITTANCE ENCLOSED §.

REMITTANCE TO BE SENT TO NEW MASSES NO LATER THAN SEPT. 2nd
vV check

I WILL NEED TRANSPORTATION
vV check

Name.
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