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The Dividends of Red-baiting 
A review of George Seldes' important book on the leading figures and organizations behind the 
Red-baiting racket. . . . John Stuart discusses Leo Huberman's "America, Incorporated." 

WITCH HUNT: THE TECHNIQUE AND PROFITS OF RED­

BAITING, by George Seldes. Modern Age Books. $2.75. 

** A S A WAR correspondent and one who 
X V covered Versailles," writes- George 

Seldes, " I saw the beginnings of what is today 
the great game of Red-baiting. . . ." He refers, 
of course, to the international campaign that 
began in 1917 for the purpose of crushing the 
young Soviet Republic. His experiences and 
observations in both Europe and America emi­
nently qualify him as an expert on the witch 
hunt. 

The Red-baiting drive in this country, espe­
cially in the recent period, does not consist of 
isolated cases. I t has followed a pattern, culmi­
nating in the most concentrated campaign ever 
conducted. T h e facts behind this drive and 
their meaning concern Seldes in this book. He 
is a hard hitter, naming, names and calling a 
spade just that. In the pages of Witch H}unt 
are paraded the leading figures—Dies, Mat­
thews, Father Coughlin, Woll , and lesser 
lights; also the chambers of commerce, manu­
facturers, rich farmers' associations, and sim­
ilar groups. Seldes calls the turn on the corpo­
rate and financial interests who profit most by 
Red-baiting. 

Also recorded are the doings of George 
Sokolsky, Ralph Easley, Mayor Hague, and 
the congressional and professional witch hunt­
ers. The record of the anti-labor tear gas firms 
and labor spies is laid bare. As the La Follette 
committee hearings clearly disclosed, the es­
pionage and munition firms advertise them­
selves as "patriots," interested only in "stamp­
ing out Communism." But La Follette's prod­
ding forced their agents to admit that they 
engaged in and provoked violence and strife 
for the purpose of crushing unions, be they 
A F L or C I O . This point is one of the most 
important brought out by Seldes, because it 
shows so clearly how Red-baiting is a mask 
for smashing the labor movement as a whole. 
W e learn also that the recent murder of 
Laura Law, wife of a militant lumber union 
official in Oregon, had its origin in the "anti-
Red" campaign of local newspapers and busi­
ness men. 

"Red-baiting," Seldes writes . . . "pays in 
dollars and cents." T h e biggest witch hunters 
in this country are the "purely commercial 
organizations, who Red-bait to preserve their 
wealth, the system >which makes their holdings 
secure, the status quo of Big Money." Red­
baiting is thus not only a powerful weapon of 
big business, but has itself become a profitable 
business racket. 

I t is ironical that the President, in his New 
Deal hey-day a target of Red-baiters, has now 
gone over to the enemy. "Gone over" is per­

haps too mild, since Roosevelt himself is now 
a spearhead of Red-baiting, a weapon which, 
Seldes recalls, "helped Hitler take power." 
Seldes cites authoritative sources to show that 
the current drive of G-men against "Reds" 
does not originate with J . Edgar Hoover, as 
some have thought, but with the President him­
self. He also reveals how the onetime liberal At­
torney General Frank M'urphy, with an eye 
to the Supreme Court, entered on a witch hunt 
against Detroit citizens who sympathized with 
the Spanish loyalist government. T h e chapter 
on "Who Are the Real Fifth Column?" is a 
notable one. T h e author qualifies as a real 
expert on this subject. For, if I recall rightly, 
Seldes was the first one to popularize the term 
fifth column in this country in a memorable 
article in the old Fight magazine. 

"Most Red-baiting," the author tells us, 
"does not consist of the baiting of Reds." I t 
may begin, or appear to be directed, against 
Communists. Actually, it is aimed at the labor 
movement, liberals, progressive organizations 
of all kinds, including Negro and youth 
groups. Nor are advocates of such non-funda­
mental programs as municipal ownership, 
"good government," or cooperatives immune. 
Red-baiting, in short, is used against all who 
organize in order to curb the profits of the 
Red-baiters and their backers. I t is the tactic 
of those forces that are working toward fas­
cism. 

This book has important lessons for America 
in these critical days. M r . Seldes is among 
those who today see clearly how Red-baiting 

leads to fascism. The people are in his debt 
for giving them such excellent ammunition 
with which to combat their Red-baiting ene-
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George Seldes 

Monopoly and Politics 
AMERICA, INCORPORATED, by Leo Hubcrman. Viking 
Press. $2.75. 

THERE has always been an engaging sim­
plicity in M r . Huberman's work. H e 

brings a fresh technique of presenting concepts 
worked out by others; and in that sense his 
writing is mainly derivative. His Man's 
Worldly Goods is among the best popular 
studies of the development of capitalism and 
the corollary economic ideas which were born 
in the course of the system's ascent and decline. 
His excessive caution rriakes it difficult to 
identify him with any special school of eco­
nomic thought but undoubtedly he has bor­
rowed most heavily from the Marxists. 

This new book is an overall view of the 
growth of American monopoly after the Civil 
W a r . I t is decidedly elementary in its ap­
proach, using data that have been explored 
many times befoxe. Its chief quality is that it 
defies the academicians by talking plainly and 
directly, by citing statistical material where 
words would obscure the trend of capital ac-
curnulation. By humanizing the facts in terms 
of what the politicos were saying and thinking, 
Huberman is able to find the appropriate quo­
tation to illuminate a point. For example, in 
the McKinley era, monopoly's rapid conquest 
of the domestic market required new outlets 
for the consumption of factory production. Im­
perialist politics began to dominate the scene 
and to show how Congress was echoing the 
needs of the industrialists Huberman quotes 
Sen. Albert Beveridge, who rarely enunciated 
the scripture of aggrandizement without 
heavenly sanction. I t is worth repeating here, 
particularly because it is a significant motif in 
White House speeches and in the literary la­
mentations of Archibald MacLeish. 

God . . . has made us the master organizers of 
the world to establish system where chaos reigns. 
. . . He has made us adepts in government that we 
may administer government among savages and 
senile peoples. Pray God that the time may never 
come when Mammon and the love of ease shall so 
debase our blood that we will fear to shed it for 
the flag and its imperial destiny. . . . Our institu­
tions will follow our flag on the wings of our 
commerce. And American ,law, American order, 
American civilization, and the American flag will 
plant themselves on shores hitherto bloody and be- \ 
nighted, but by those agencies of God henceforth \ 
to be made beautiful and bright. (̂  
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The first half of the book can be summed 
up as the saga of the country's climb "from 
rags to riches," as Huberman puts i t ; tre­
mendous industrial and financial expansion 
under the aegis of the all-embracing corpora­
tion. Wi th the flowering of imperialism, na­
tional interests in terms of developing the 
country no longer ran parallel to those of the 
industrial capitalists whose rate of profit could 
be maintained and enlarged only by colonial 
adventure. Concentration of capital expressing 
itself in unprecedented trustification was a 
sign along the road leading to M r . Wilson's 
war. This is among the jnajor points Huber­
man elaborates as the story unfolds. There are 
also good critical summaries of the labor move­
ment, its origins, and the special forms it took 
as defensive tactics against the monopolies. 
T h e farmers' plight is well sketched against 
the background of struggle with the railroads, 
the Eastern bankers, the hopeless money pana­
ceas held up to them by the mercurial Bryan. 

This first half, it seems to me, is more satis­
factory as economic history than that which 
follows—the tale of the New Deal. Wha t 
Huberman has to say about M r . Roosevelt's 
administration is sprightly as well as useful. 
But it is for the most part a cataloging of 
New Deal legislation that rolled out of the 
congressional sessions. I felt keenly the absence 
of an analytical summary of M r . Roosevelt's 
eclectic economic philosophy, the relation of 
his ideas to that of his antecedents in office. 
In the matter of foreign policy M r . Roosevelt 
hardly differs from M r . Hoover. T rue there 
are some minor exceptions. There was the all 
too brief moment of "good neighbor" inten­
tions toward Latin America. But here, as late 
as last winter, wh-en Huberman was com­
pleting his book, it was more than apparent 
that in the good neighbor days M r . Roosevelt 
was covering the old imperialist fist with a 
velvet glove. I t is also a little silly to say, as 
Huberman does, that while the New Deal 
was not a revolution in economics it was a 
"revolution in ideas." The credit system was 
kept from collapsing by the administration's 
assistance to the largest financial institutions. 
Devaluation of the dollar in the first phases of 
the New Deal made only small inroads in the 
debt burden of farmers and middle classes. 
The crop reduction program was hardly a 
revolutionary idea; it was picked directly from 
Herbert Hoover's pocket. The only people 
who really thought that M r . Roosevelt held 
revolutionary ideas during the progressive 
stage of his administration were members of 
the Liberty League. Whatever major shifts 
took place in political outlook from 1934-38 
can only be attributed to an aroused labor 
movement, to a political regeneration among 
the masses of people such as this country had 
never experienced before. The best of the New 
Deal ideas were, in the last analysis, based on 
tactical compromises with the biggest agri­
cultural and financial groupings. 

I could wish also that Huberman's last 
chapter peroration were more definitive. A 
whole bill of particulars should have been in­
cluded to substantiate, certainly for the many 
who still doubt it, his conclusion that the 

Democrats are as different from the Republi­
cans as two peas in a pod. I t would have given 
more substance and strength to his sound con­
tention that each of the parties "believes in 
the protection and advancement of American 
imperialist interests abroad," and that "neither 
the Democrats nor the Republicans can give 
anything but the prologue to war." And while 
Huberman unfortunately avoids linking him­
self to a - programmatic solution against the 
fast descending darkness, his book is finely 
wrought evidence that "America is suffering 
from only one disease—capitalism." 

J O H N STUART. 

Discrimination 
A COLORED WOMAN IN A WHITE WORLD, by Maty 

Church Terrell. Ransdell, Inc., JVashington, D. C. 

$2.50. 

THIS book should be required reading for 
all those who still stubbornly maintain 

that "there is no special Negro question in the 
United States; there is only a class question; 
the problems of the Negro people are simply 
the problems of all who work." 

Take the case of Mrs . Terrell . Her auto­
biography is 427 pages of evidence of the 
national oppression of the American Negro 
people. For Mrs. Terrell has enjoyed a degree 
of financial ease and security which very few 
white people ever attain. There was no diffi­
culty about a college education; nor about 
post-graduate study in Switzerland, Germany, 
France, and Italy; nor about frequent trips 
to England and the continent in later 5'ears. 
Mrs . Terrell has lived a life singularly re­
moved from the masses of working people, 
black and white; her story is filled with 
references to her friends among senators and 
congressmen, lords and ladies, princes, count­
esses, kings. 

And yet—this well-to-do, well-educated, 
and somewhat aristocratic woman has been 
dragged from her seat in trains, buses, street 
cars; has been insulted and manhandled by 
conductors; has been barred from theaters, 
concerts, restaurants, hotels. She has been 
"ghettoed" in Washington, denied the chance 
to buy a desirable home because it was in a 
"white" neighborhood. She has been unable to 
get employment as a clerical worker in de­
partment stores, offices, government bureaus— 
despite her college degree, her wide experir 
ence, her knowledge of many languages—sim­
ply because she is a Negro. And when she hap­
pened to get a job because of her light com­
plexion she was dismissed as soon as the "error" 
was discovered. 

She has suffered also for discrimination vis­
ited upon family and friends. One close friend 
was lynched because he was "too successful." 
Her husband, a judge of the municipal court 
in Washington, was subjected every four years 
to ferocious attacks by those who wanted to 
remove a colored official. (One newspaper 
cartooned him as an ape.) A young girl, a 
friend of the family, was shut out from half 
a dozen Northern academies, and the registrars 
were astonishingly frank about the reason. Jim 

cHmtKsioNnu 
A Delightful Hideaway in the Mountains 

YOUR DATE WITH SANTA CLAUS! 

Come sooner if you can, but whatever 
you do, GET YOUR RESERVATION IN 
PRONTO for the Galo Xmas Week or 
Week-end. ICE-SKATING doy or night 
on our own floodlighted lake. Outdoor 

sports OS per the weather man. Indoor—Arts & Crafts, 
Dance Group, Musicoles, Open Fireplaces, Modern Library, 
Entertainment Staff for the Holidays. Congenial compony 
inviting quarters, excellent food. 
OPEN ALL YEAR (Tel. Fallsburg 53) WOODBOURNE. N.V. 

HIT THE IBP at ^ ^ ^ ^ 

HOTEL 
ALLABEN 
LAKEWOOD 

NEW JERSEY 

3 0 3 — 7 t h St. 

TOPS IN FOOD 

'H K(^ 
Phone Lakewood 819 

T O P S IN FACILITIES-
Bath-Showers. 

-Every Room with 

TOPS IN ACTIVITIES—Badminton , Ping-
Pong, Volley Ball, Horse-Shoe Pi tching, 
Bicycles on Premises, etc. 

But NO TOPS in Rates-We're Very IVIoderate 
Director: Jack SchtcartXy formerly of Unity Hotel 

ROYAI.E - HARMONY 
Formerly Vnity and Royale Hotel 

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS FOR XMAS NOW! 
Ideal place fer your winter vacation "Tops" In entertain­
ment. All winter sports—FREE BICYCLING, excellent cuisine. 
501 Monmouth Ave., Lakewood. N. J. Tel. Lakewood ji59, lt4C 

Management: Gross, Gelbaum and Broiide 
Important: Present this ad and NEW MASSES will receive 

a contribution of 5% of your vacation b i l l ! 

THE SPORT CENTER OF THE EAST 

XMAS 
RESERVATIONS 

NOW 
ACCEPTEO 

Get acquainted with this nearbj resort more 
popular than ever # Free Horsebaek Riding 
Instruction • All Sports • Handball # 
Riflery • Archery O Teachers* Discount on 
Full Holidays • Only 37 miles from N. Y. 
N. Y. Phone: TR. 5-2163. 

oLum point 
Magnifloent estate on the Hudson River 

Only 53 miles from New York 
Al l outdOOT sports Saddle horses on grounds 
Fine Library Superlative cuisine Musical recordings 

Booklet Sent vn Request 
Write P. 0. Box 471 Newtinrnh. N. V. Phone Newburgh 4270 

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW! 

'Bi'tMaul 
O P E N A L L Y E A R 

Formerly Lewisohn's Estate. Central Valley, N. Y. 
I hour from N. Y. 225 acres in fascinating hiking 
country. 5 miles of paths. Handball, Riding, Bi­
cycles, Roller Skating. Seasonal Sports. Library. 
Congenial atmosphere. Open Fireplaces. Excellent 
cuisine. Adults. Tel.: Highland Mills 7895. Mgt.: 
FANNIE GOLDBERG. 

ARCARIA OPEN ALL YEAR 
FISH KILL, N. Y. 

MOO acre estate. Modern oil heating plant, plus wood-burning 
fireplaces in spacious, comfortably furnislied rooms. Indoor 
and outdoor sports including tennis, handball, fishing, 

bicycling, symphonic recordings. Unexcelled cuisine. 
Phone: Beacon 727—N. Y. Phone: CHelsea 2-0967 

R. R. Station: Beacon. New York 

READ--

RUTH McKENNEY'S 
PAGE 

each week in NEW MASSES 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


