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Lost: 65,000,000 Movie Fans 
They don't want "escape" films or war propaganda. Will legs bring them back? Hollywood 
mourns the blackout of European markets. 

S OME 125,000,000 Americans were at
tending the movies weekly in 1929; 
today the shocking fact is becoming 

accepted by the captainship of the industry 
that the figure has fallen to sixty million. 
The European market is in an almost com
plete eclipse, with the ironic exception of half 
a market in Germany and in a few "pacified" 
Nazi vassal states. T h e American film ap
proaches normal trade relations in India and 
China. South America and Australia are still 
receiving a normal flow of product. Alto
gether 50 percent of the total overseas market 
has disappeared, which represents 20 percent 
of the total business of American films. 

T h e contraction of the movie empire is 
answered by the producers by a wave of 
firings and wage cuts, talk about making 
fewer and better pictures, and schemes for 
setting a limit on production budgets. For 
instance, where an early Shirley Temple pic
ture like Curly Top cost less than half a 
million to make and grossed over two and 
a half million, her later films were budgeted 
around a million and barely made the nut, 
owing to the loss of much of her phenomenal 
foreign market, the sharp decline in domestic 
audience purchasing power, and of course the 
fact peculiar to show business that Shirley 
was outgrowing her appeal and was placed 
in atrocious stories. Ta lk of limiting the cost 
of production is, of course, ridiculous in a 
business so heavily loaded with management 
and ballyhoo costs and periodically raided by 
financial hogs. Production costs will be limited 
only to the extent of job displacement in the 
lower brackets of film labor. 

T h e Utopian scheme, advocated by Samuel 
Goldwyn, of making 150 good pictures a year 
instead of five hundred hit-or-miss films would 
do nothing but abolish the double bill and 
about half the labor in the production, dis
tribution, and exhibition branches of the movie 
monopoly. Goldwyn's plan is essentially that 
of crop limitation, or plowing under every 
second and third row of B pictures. T h e best 
refutation of Goldwyn's cure-all is his own 
record as an elite producer who makes only 
three films a year to the ten undertaken by, 
say, a producer on the Warner lot. Goldwyn 
has not proved himself an infallible manufac
turer either in quality or financial success, 
although his standards, In the Hollywood 
sense, have been fastidious. 

T h e European trader's war offers the 
capitalist class what seems like a way out, 
and the motion picture throws its projection 
beam ahead of any expeditionary force. There 
are two indications of the directions Holly
wood Is looking. One is the pro-war films. 
T h e other Is South America. The Hollywood 

Reporter, a semi-ofEcial trade organ of the 
industry, is urging the producers to invade 
the nations below the Rio Grande. A survey 
undertaken by a trade delegation-without-port-
folio reports that the South American market 
cannot be exploited successfully without build
ing theaters. Hollywood has reached that 
monopolistic state where it cannot invade new 
markets without owning everything from 
theaters to studios. One can envision Ameri
can marines safeguarding a site in Peru on 
which Twentieth Century-Fox is building 'an 
air-conditioned, supercolossal Bijou. 

But the problem remains, what shall the 
films of this new era be like? There is already 
a slight panic over the fact that jingo films, 
are going to have to be forced on the audience 
through some kind of official compulsion in
volving flagwaving patriotism and perhaps a 
new Creel comriiittee to put the spiritual lug 
on the audience. 

Warner Bros, three weeks ago began the 
spiritual offensive when it ordered all its 
employees to a special meeting on the lot 
for an unannounced purpose. The meeting 
proved to be a preparedness harangue by 
Harry Warner , In which he bade his happy 
family ferret out fifth-columnists. M r . Warner 
was distressed by the fact that some miscreant 
had placed in his own automobile a leaflet 
"attacking the government." Whether this 
was a Wendell Willkie manifesto or a dastard
ly plea for peace, the reports do not state. 

T h e fact is that the American people do 
not want this war—on the screen or in the 
plots of Col. Julius Ochs Adler and Gen. 

Arthur Hays Sulzberger for general conscrip
tion of everything but the advertising revenues 
of the New York Times. For example, British 
propaganda films, very liberally distributed in 
the US, are proving to be resounding duds. 
Confessions of a Nazi Spy when it was first 
released was properly a success. Tha t was in 
the days before September 1939. The new 
edition of this film, however, was a resounding 
flop when it played at the Globe Theater in 
New York. People were deeply suspicious that 
the reissue was a pro-Allied pro-war incitement. 

T h e second theme for the movies of the 
new era is one that Hollywood considers un
usually attractive, safe, and of proven financial 
soundness: sex. Each capitalist war is at
tended by grotesque outbreaks of sexual ex
hibitionism. In London a few months ago a 
fashionable club was padlocked because of its 
striptease contests among well born young 
women patrons. The best patrician peeler, in 
the opinion of the assembled officers on leave, 
was awarded a full length nude portrait of 
herself by a member of the Royal Academy. 
T h e English have at last found a use for the 
Royal Academy. 

The vast armies of imperialist war demand 
a kind of sexual iconography best supplied by 
photographs of familiar movie queens. Al
ready the demands from Allied and German 
soldiers for bigger and better cheesecake have 
obliged the Hays office to abandon its regu
lation of stills. In this hunger the soldiers are 
seconded by American newspaper editors who 
find increased space for more revealing leg 
art. For the people at home the opportunity 
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NEW MASSES Classified Ads 
50c a line. Payable in advance. M i n . charge $1.50 
7 words in a line Deadline Fri. 5 p.m. 

CHILDREN BOARDED 
FORMER DIRECTOR of progressive children's camp, 
2 years' educational work USSR. Will accommodate chil
dren 6 to 9 years at her Poconco Farm, June, July, 
August. Write New Mases, Box No. 1726. 

W R I T E R ' S FAMILY can board two children for sum
mer; beautiful mountain colony 25 miles from N. _Y.; 
swimming, sports; also children's day camp with trained 
leaders. Write M. G., New Masses, Box 1737. 

FURS 
PARISIAN FUR CRAFTSMAN with factory in Whole
sale district can give you 35% below retail rates on re
modeling and repairing of any fur garment. Storage 
vaults at Revillon Freres, minimum $2.50. ARMAND 
ET SOEUR, 145 West 30 St. CHickering 4-1424. 

HOSIERY 
F I N E S T L I S L E & O T H E R TYPES, Union made at 
wholesale prices. AGENTS WANTED. Eastern Hosiery 
Co., 330 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

INSURANCE ^ _ ^ 
CARL BRODSKY—For Any Kind of Insurance. Fire, 
Burglary Automobile, etc. Business & Personal, Organ
izations or Individuals. 799 B'way, NYC. Tel. ST 9-5557. 

Whatever your needs—PAUL CROSBIE, established 
since 1908—FREQUENT SAVINGS, 135 William St., 
N. Y. Tel. BEekman 3-5262. 

PIANO TUNING 
PIANO TUNING, regulating, repairing and voicing. 
Pianos appraised. Excellent work. Ralph J. Appletoh, 
505 Fifth Avenue. Tel. MUrray Hill 2-2291. 

REDUCING FOR WOMEN 
Swedish Massage—Posture Correction—Roof Gymnasium 
^ T e n n i s , Golf Instruction, Solarium. Complete trial $2. 
Goodwin's Gymnasium, 1457 B'way (42 St.) W I 7-8250. 

RUSSIAN RESTAURANT-
V AMU h i RESTAURANT, 332 East 14th. "Open 
n l i y n l l / Air Garden." Excellent "shashliks." Home 

Atmosphere. Russian & American dishes. 
SCHOOL REiGISTRATION 

NEW T H E A T R E SCHOOL SUMMER COURSE, 
July 8 to Aug. 30. Intensive course in Directing given in 
beautiful outdoor surroundings half hr. from Times 
Square. Also 8 weeks Intensive Course in regular Eve
ning & Day School—Acting, Directing, Playwriting. Send 
for Catalogue " F . " 110 W. 47th St., N.Y. Tel. CH 4-8198. 

WORKERS SCHOOL^Summer Term registration now 
going on. Courses in History of C.P.S.U., Marxism-Len
inism, Political Economy, Public Speaking, Trade Union
ism, etc. Catalogues available at office, Room 301, 35 
East 12 St. 

SUMMER BUNGALOWS & HOUSES 
BUNGALOW APTS. Mod,~imprvmnts., $180-^300. Excel-
lent tennis courts, swimming. Children's playground. Com
muting. Dresher, Locust Av, Peekskill, N. Y. Phone 3394. 

VACATION RESORTS, ETC. 
For a Quiet Vacation—a Secluded Farm. 4 Bedrooms, 
modern conveniences. Good Eats, View, Company, Time. 
$15, wk., $2.50 Day, BASS, Eureka, N. Y. 

Maine Vacation—CANNONDALE—Rivers, woods, out
door sports, excellent meals. Reasonable. L. A. Cannon, 
North Newcastle, Me., or 79 Perry St., NYC. CH 3-4280. 

CAMP F O L L O W E R S O F T H E T R A I L : Improved 
Recreational and Athletic Facilities. New Dining Room. 
New Casino. Delicious Food. Pleasant Atmosphere. N. Y. 
Central Peekskill. Write Buchanan, New York. Phone 
Peekskill 2879. 

1-2 rm. APTS. Mod. impvts. Tennis, Ping pong. Dairy & 
Poultry. Nr. Mohegan Colony. $85-$150. I. Feldman, 
Crompond Road, Peekskill, N. Y. Tel. Peekskill 2433-R. 
H O T E L CAPITOL, Livingston Manor, N. Y. Boating. 
Bathuig, Fishing. All Sports, Dancing, Entertainment. 
(Kosher) May-June $15. Booklet. 
R I P VAN W I N K L E L A N D : Romantic Vacations in 
the Switzerland of America. 250 acres, elevation 2,000 
feet. Modern, cozy rooms. Picturesque surroun'dings; 
stimulating climate. Swimming, bicycles and sports. Ex
cellent food. $16.00 weekly. E L M W O O D FARM, Rip 
Van Winkle Trail, Hunter, N. Y. 

R I V E R S I D E INN, Seymour, CONN, on LAKE HAU-
SATONIC. Swimming, Boating, Tennis. Excellent Food. 
$17 wk., $3 day. Bungalows for Rent. Tel. Derby 589-12. 
FOR A D E L I G H T F U L Vacation or weekend visit 
Martha Berlin's TANGLEWOOD, Woodstock, N. Y. 
Call CH 3-8732 or write. $3 per day, $18 per week. 

VOLUNTEERS~FOR NEW MASSES WANTED ~ 
N E W MASSES would be grateful for volunteer clerical 
help in circulation campaign. Apply Room 1204, 461 
Fourth Avenue, N. Y. C. 

GOINGS ON 
A L F R E D GOLDSTEIN, popular political analyst, re
views T H E N E W S O F T H E W E E K every SUNDAY 
E V E N I N G at Workers School, 2nd floor, 35 East 12 
Street. Admission 25c. 

Please mention NEW MASSES when patronising advertisers 

for sexual titillation rises in proportion to the 
misery of the time. 

One astute firm, Paramount, has announced 
it will make only escape pictures and musicals, 
which coincides with the desires of a large 
bloc of motion picture exhibitors. Cleveland 
exhibitors, for instance, report that the public 
wants only light comedy. Boxoffice, which 
often echoes the trend among exhibitors, re
ports the Cleveland theater owners as saying 
that this "is an antidote to the serious war 
condition. They say further that audiences do 
not even want to see newsreel shots of the 
war ; they want to get as far away from the 
war as possible when they attend the theater." 

T h e case for the exhibitor, in his enforced 
position of close proximity to the public, is put 
frankly in a passionate letter to Variety by 
Ken Woodward, manager of the Capitol 
Theater, Uniontown, Pa., which appeared as 
the lead article in the June 5 issue of Variety. 
Says M r . Woodward: 

My point is that if the film business expects to 
survive it must get some sex hack on the screen! 
[Mr. Woodvfard's italics.] Even in the old days 
the various censor boards kept clipping away but 
even in their fondest dreams they could not imagine 
a situation vrhere fairy tales would furnish the 
screen fodder of the nation. How the devil is my 
theater going to exist when in the beer garden 
right across the street they can have a look at a 
stripteaser by buying a couple of glasses of beer? 

During the past few months I have been very 
happy to see my convictions borne out to an extent 
at least. I believe I noticed that one of the major 
studios had instructed its writers, directors, etc., 
to strain every last regulation of the Legion of 
Decency. 

There is a deep, almost biological compati
bility in sexual titillation and war, and the 
capitalist class has learned to use one for the 
other in the propaganda for war. The Hays 
office and the Legion of Decency are outliv
ing their usefulness. Their function was mainly 
to prevent democratic propaganda in the film 
during the thirties. The sex taboos were an 
incidental disguise for the suppression at the 
source of subjects dealing with reality. Both 
censorship groups are strictly the creatures of 
the producer clique. Wil l Hays, the office 
boy of the Motion Picture Producers & Dis
tributors of America, shunted away unwelcome 
inquiries into the evasions of the film. When 
the producers were challenged directly they 
answered that the office boy wouldn't let them 
make honest films. Now they may fire the 
office boy and his pious friend, Joseph Breen 
of the Legion of Decency. 

T h e cinema art in the Soviet Union and, 
in brief periods of popular responsibility, in 
France, America, and Czechoslovakia achieved 
its proper function, the expression of truth and 
democracy. I t guided and celebrated the people 
and belonged to them. This kind of cinema 
art marches forward today in the USSR alone. 
Elsewhere in the war-wracked world the film 
has the objective of debasing and deceiving the 
people with flagwaving and peepshow. 

J A M E S D U G A N . 

*'You positively must see Davenport's Free Tlieatre. ' * . * ' ' ' 
forever flavor your memories of tlie tlieatre."—Reader's Digest 

DAVENPORT FREE THEATRE 
138 East 27tli Street, N. Y. C. 

"THE FATHER'S SONS" 
Anti-War Play 
All Next Week 

"A WOMAN'S WAY" 
3 act comedy 

Fri., Sat. & Sun., 8:30 P.M. 

A D M I S S I O N F R E E 

mtlftP[R GIBOL 
For Peace 

ALDINE CLUB 
R O O F — 2 0 0 5th AVE. 

Saturday Evening, June 2 2 

TAC Entertainment 
Stroll ing Singers 

and others 

75c 
Music—Alexander H<ms 

S p o n s o r e d b y 

T h e American Labor Party 
77 5th Ave. 

"MUST WE HELP SELL THE WAR?" 
(A Roll Call of American Culture) 
AN A N T I W A R FORUM 
To Be Held Under the Auspices of 

THE LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS 
and THE THEATRE ARTS COMMITTEE 
Led by Vito Marcantonio, Michael Quill, John 
Howard Lawson, outstanding representatives of 
every branch of the cultural field will be on hand 

to answer the burning question of the day. 
WEDNESDAY, June 26th, 1940—Admission 40c 

MANHATTAN CENTER 
34th St. West of 8th Ave. 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets available at Theatre Arts C«mmittee, 1233 
Sixth Avenue, Workers Bookshop or Progressive 

Bookshop. 

JOHN'S ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
302 EAST 12th STREET 

Telephone; GRamerey 5-9531 

DINNER 6 5 c 
and up——also a la Carte 

Private Dining Rooms for Parties 

COOKE'S Storage Warehouse 
209-11 East 12Sth Street, New York CSty 

Telephone: L E h l ^ 4-0786 

300 Readers Used Oar Serrice Last Year 

Est. 1861 Special rates to New Masses Readers 

M A R T Y ' S 
LOngaere 5-8B96 

Your Hairdrester for Boauty Aid 
123 West 45th Street, bet. Broadway & 6th Ave., New York. 

100% Unionized 

10 WEEKS THAT 
SHOOK THE WORLD 

See Back Cover 
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That is how history will undoubtedly describe the next two and a half months. You will 
want to stand by those ten weeks, no matter where you may be, to know how the fate of 
nations is being decided. How will you know? Who will tell you the truth? You know you 
won't get it from the New York Times or your local paper. You won't get it from Henry 
Luce's Time magazine. You won't get it from Life. You will get it in N E W MASSES. YOU 

will want to keep up with history by keeping up with N E W MASSES. 

WE ARE OFFERING A SPECIAL TEN-WEEK SUBSCRIPTION fOR 

TEN W E E K S T H A T W I L L T A K E YOU T H R O U G H 
E U R O P E , THE W E S T E R N H E M I S P H E R E , 

A S I A , U N I T E D S T A T E S , S O V I E T U N I O N 

Everywhere where history is being made. You 

can't leave home without knowing what's happen

ing on those continents. It's more than informa

tion. Your life may depend on it. You cannot 

afford to take a vacation from history. 

• NEW MASSES, 461 FOURTH AVE., N. Y. C. 

I Please enter my subscription to MEW MASSES for the special ten-week 
I offer at $1. 

• Name . 

I Address 

I City and State 

• Amount Enclosed $ 
I . 6-25-«0 

1 

KEEP POSTED WITH NEW MASSES, BY SENDING $1 IMMEDUTELY FOR A TEH-WEEK SUDSCIIPTION 
T 
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