30

“You positively must see Davenport’s Free Theatre. 1t wili
forever flavor your memories of the theatre.””.—Reader’s Digest

DAVENPORT FREE THEATRE
138 East 27th Street, N. Y. C.
“A WOM AN’'S WAY” 3 act comedy.

Tues. & Wed., 8:30 P.M.
"'E HEt BELLS” “LOUIS X1”
aot drama.
Thurs. & Fri., 8:30 P.M. Sat. i Q?a‘nfrs':?ﬁ‘ P.M.
ADMISSION FREE

THEATRE PARTIES

Now Being Booked for the

NEW LIVING NEWSPAPER PLAY

{First to be commercially produced)

“MEDICINE SHOW”

By OSCAR SAUL & H. R. HAYS
Presented by Wharton-Gabel, Inc.
Beginning April 12, Theater to be announced

Party Rates & Reservations at Theatre Party

Dept., Wharton-Gabel, Inc., 11 W. 42nd St.
LA 48335

BOX-OFFICE PRICES (EXC. SATS.)

ORCH. $1.10, $1.65. BAL. & MEZ, 55¢, $1.10

For Theatre Parties

MEDICINE SHOW

and all other Broadway Prodiuctions
at good discounts. Call

Federated Theatre Party Service ,
152 West 42nd Street

Phone Wisconsin 7-5681
Lackawanna 4-1199

0000000000000 000005000000600000¢

For Its Inaugural Sponsorship

THE NEW MASSES

READERS LEAGUE

Offers a Special

Preview Performance of

HOFFMAN HAYES’

‘MEDICINE SHOW'’

Proceeds to

New Masses Bill of Rights Fund

FRIDAY, APRIL 5
NEW YORKER THEATER, N.Y.C.

Tickets: 83 cents, $1.10, and $1.65. Mail or phone
orders accepted. Call Jean Stanley at New Masses,
461 Fourth Awvenue, N. Y. C., C4ledonia 5-3076.

LEAP YEAR DANCE

and ENTERTAINMENT

Saturday Evening, March 9th

Music By

. CHIC WINTER o

and his 15-piece swing orchestra

Featuring

JAN PEERCE

Leading Tenor, Radio City Music Hall

DOROTHY VICTOR

Queen of the Air Waves and other
Celebrities of Stage and Screen

Royal Windsor Ballroom
66th Street and Broadway,. New York City

Auspices: United Junior League - - Subscription: 60 Cents

Door Prize—Week End Vacation at Harmony Country Club

BELLE BAKER

Radio and Screen Star

defy a picket ban and they come down the
street in an army of men, women, and kids
in the summer sun, and the kids strut past the
fatal line before the rest just like Renoir’s
moppets peering into the Tuileries after the
militia has breached the gates in La Mar-
seillaise. '

Earl Robinson’s chorus sings on the sound
track and the commentary is as factual as the
picture. The union couldn’t believe anybody
else wanted to see the film, but they were
convinced by nationwide squawks. So this
Friday night, March 8, the Theater Arts
Committee is going to show it at Manhattan
Center at 8:30. I predict it will empty the
balcony at Pinocchio. :

‘ Jamses Ducan.

“Another Sun” Sets

ten with Fritz Kortner.

N CONVERSATION and in print Miss Dor-

othy Thompson is an endlessly garrulous
and generally monologist personality, and
this questionable virtue she has carried over
into the first play of her authorship. I am
inclined to think that her co-author, the
former distinguished actor Fritz Kortner,
wrote the play, with considerable backseat
writing from Miss Thompson. But there re-
mains more Thompson than Kortner in the
finished product.

This dramatic work concerns itself deeply
with the plight of the German-Austrian-
Italian refugees in this country, who have
fled from brutal dictatorship and are trying
to establish themselves beneath another sun.
- It is a serious and a dramatic problem, and
Miss Thompson and Mr. Kortner have made
a real attempt to deal seriously with their
theme, in dramatic terms.

The German refugees with whom they are
chiefly concerned are George Berndt and his
wife, Maria, actors of the Berlin stage. Berndt
was driven from his home when he refused
to close a play in which he believed—it was
written by a Jew. In America, he cannot
learn English fast enough to keep alive; his
wife puts pressure on him to return, and suc-
ceeds (through her special contacts with Nazi
officials) in having him “pardoned”. for his
“offense.” But when he learns of the death
(in a Nazi concentration camp) of the Jewish
playwright, he tears up Mr. Hitler’s pardon
and accepts a job making animal-noises on
the radio. ,

You would not think from this summary that
the play deserved serious consideration, but it
does. It has many moments of genuine pathos
(and sickly sentimentalism as well) ; it comes
to grips with one aspect of the problems of
‘a special group of refugees. Also present is
an Italian emigre (anti-Mussolini), the Jew-
ish playwright’s wife (and American-born
son); a Viennese soubrette, a Russian pro-
ducer (Miss Thompson’s expected anti-Soviet
rubber stamp). Something of the suffering
that exile enforces (whatever the special con-
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Dorothy Thompson’s first play, writ-
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NEW MASSES Classified Ads

Min. charge $1.50
Deadline Fri. 5 p.m.

50c a line

7 words in a line
Classified ads can not be accepted over the
telephone, and must be paid for in advance.

CLEANING & DYEING

Bracnel Cleaners, Dyers & Tailors, 43 Greenwich Ave,
GOODS CALLED FOR & DELIVERED. For good
work & prompt service call CH 2-7074. G. Brackman, mgr.

CONFECTIONS

Delicious Lebkuchen Homemade Almond-Macaroons. Pack.
B50c Made in USA according to original Nuremberg recipe.
Write, call Paula Freund, 1044 St. Nich., Ave., WA 8-1296.

DANCE INSTRUCTION

SOCIAL DANCE GROUP. For six years we have been
teaching ballroom dancing to workers, efficiently and
economically, We can do this for you, too. Registration
dalziéyégzl() P.M., Studio 7B, 66 Fifth Ave., GRamercy
7- 3

HOSIERY

FINEST LISLE & LISLE MESH, Union made at
wholesale prices. AGENTS WANTED, Eastern Hosiery
Co., 830 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING, regulating, repairing and voicing.
Pianos appraised. Excellent work. Ralph J. Appleton,
805 Fifth Avenue, Tel. MUrray Hill 2.2201.

PICTURE FRAMING

FINE PICTURE FRAMING. Large selection of MOD-
ERN PRINTS. Graphic Arts Exchange, 1147 B'way,
nr. 26 St. MU 4-3586. 109% discount to NM readers.

SELECTED APPLES

FOR SALE—one half (14) bushel carton, selected apples
express prepaid, one dollar ($1.00). Write to APRIL
FARMS, Box 58, Quakertown, Pennsylvania,

TRAVEL

TRAVEL BY AUTO—SHARE EXPENSE PLAN
iami, Los Angeles, Mexico, etc.
TRAVEL BY AUTO CO.

171 Madison Ave. (33rd) — ASh 4-8495

WEARING APPAREL

“WHY PAY FOR SNOOTY LABELS?” For Beauti-
fully - Fashioned and Original Dresses, Coats Hand
Made Costume Iats at Prices within Reason Shop at
Miss Goodman’s, 474 Tth Ave.,, LA 4-4013.

GOINGS ON

Shaemas O’Sheel speaks on FRIDAY MARCH 8th,
8:15 P.M., Progressive Forum, 430 Sixth Avenue. Ad-
mission 25c.

ALFRED GOLDSTEIN reviews the News of the Week.
Every SUNDAY EVENING, 8:30 P.M. at Germania
Hall, 160 3rd Ave., cor. 16th Street. Auspices, Workers
School. Admission 23c. .

H. C. ADAMSON

Publicity Director of NEW MASSES. An
experienced labor press representative is avail-
able for lecture appearances on the subject:
“How the American Press Fakes The News.”
Drawing from a wide range of experiences in
all phases of press relations and publicity and
intimate contact with the commercial press,
Mr. Adamson provides an inside picture of
how the lie factories of American journalism
actually operate. How the war propagandists
and labor haters get their stories across as
“news” in the columns of the commercial
press makes for an exciting lecture.

Mr. Adamson is available for local and na-
tional .lecture appearancs; schools, colleges
and other organizations are invited to write
for further information.

Also available are other speakers including
the following NEW MASSES editors: Joseph
North, A. B. Magil, James Dugan, John Stark,
Joseph Starobin, Carl A. Bristel.

NEW MASSES LECTURE BUREAU
461 Fourth Ave., New York Clty

Please mention N when patronizing advertisers

ditions that imposed it) is conveyed by the
drama, but largely it is static, cliche, unarrest-
ing, talky, and immediately forgotten.

This play was undoubtedly written before
Miss Thompson’s column of February 23,
and [ invite your attention to that effusion
as a curious example of intellectual and emo-
tional dichotomy. In it, the peripatetic scrib-
bler and irresponsible hysteric has effectively
made the life of every German and Austrian
refugee in this country forfeit. I am certain
it was a considered piece, and that she would
not have written it unless she was prepared
to go the limit as a stoolpigeon. For in this
column Miss Thompson explicitly implied
that “anti-British and anti-French” (read
anti-imperialist war) - propaganda was being
spread in America by German refugees who
were released from concentration camps by
France, when “they should have kept [them]
locked up.”

Several pleasant and talented refugees were
given employment (for a few days) by Miss
Thompson. Notably, Hans Jaray, Johanna
Hofer, Adrienne Gessner, and Arnold Korff.
Their compatriots will have occasion to curse
Miss Dorothy Thompson’s highly syndicated
name,

“LEAVE HER TO HEAVEN"

John Van Druten once wrote a slight and
tender play of adolescence, in which a young
schoolboy fell in love with the wife of his
teacher. In Leave Her To Heaven, at the
Longacre (but soon to close), he is still inter-
ested in the theme of older-woman, younger-
man, and this time chooses the middle-aged
wife of an elderly man and her young chauf-
feur, as the agonists. It is valid material for
dramatic treatment, but in the author’s hands
1t comes out very thin and lies flat on the
brush. Inept motivation, melodramatic treat-
ment (probably designed to indicate subtle
psychological understanding of human char-
acter), and undistinguished writing serve to
provide a dreary evening.

Ruth Chatterton is an accomplished per-
former, but she can do little enough with this
material.  Her stage paramour, Edmond
O’Brien, is so unfortunately cast and plays
so violently that the audience cannot quite
believe that any woman as charming as Miss
Chatterton could give him a second glance.
Come again, Miss Chatterton, but get some
good advice before you pick another play.

‘“THE BURNING DECK"

There’s nothing to say about Andrew
Rosenthal’s first play, The Burning Deck, ex-
cept that the author is twenty-one, wealthy,
and a passionate admirer of Noel Coward.
His autobiographical hero is twenty-one,
wealthy, and a passionate admirer of ‘“Rex
Wolfson.” Strongly derivative, The Burning
Deck exploited a group of expatriates and
their dislocation from the world in which we
live. They were a scurvy crew, and in their
author’s hands, quite uninteresting,

ALVAH BESSIE.

To subscribe to

NEW MASSES

just fill out and

mail this form

TNy Ee

NEW MASSES, 461 FOURTH AVE, N. Y. C.

Please enter my subscription to New Masses for
the period indicated by the checkmark: [J six
months, $2.50; [ one year, $4.50; [J two years
$7.50; [ three years, $10.

Name . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Address e e e e e e e e e e
City and State . . ., . . . . . . . .
Amount Enclosed $ . . . .



INCIDENTALLY!

Just as Broadway gauges show business success by audience

~

attendance—readers make magazines.
In a recent letter to our editor Shaemas O’Sheel declared:

- “Let New Masses be suppressed or censored . .. and I will be

reduced to mental and spiritual starvation; and against that I
will fight!” | |

It might be an exaggeration to say that every New Masses
reader is as militantly for this magazine as is O’Sheel.

—But then a lot of newspaper men and writers are.

George Seldes, who knows what he’s talking about, says: “New
Masses is an antidote against the poison press!”’

Theodore Dreiser agrees. /

Really informed people say things like that right along.

A publication whose news pages are so intensely read (by
editors from coast to coést) and copied (by the “Baltimore Sun”
regularly) possesses unique advantages to advertisers.

No weekly magazimer the 100,000 mark circulation can
offer you a group of more devoted and loyal readers—who are

better potential buyers.

In fact we don’t happen to know of one that can offer as much..

Write for our rate card.

NEW MASSES

Established 1911

NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD

461 Fourth Avenue ' 6715 Hollywood Blvd.
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