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NEW MASSES, 461 FOURTH AVE., N. Y. C 
Enclosed is my contribution towards the New 
Masses "Bill of Rights" drive fund. 

At these stunts dozens of l^lew Yorker poets 
and Broadway skit writers can outwrite him 
and make him look silly. 

The other quality that flaws his work has 
been too much commented upon to call for 
much comment here. It is obscurity. It clouds 
much of his work and is the result, so far as 
I have been able to analyze it, of three cir­
cumstances that in no case justify it. One is 
the falling into the personal association which 
may be titillating to the author, or a small 
circle of intimates but which in any case re­
mains a solitarj' diversion; another is the use 
of accidental association, that is, of things that 
happen to occur together in the mind in asso­
ciation as mechanical and arbitrary as the 
alliterations in a dictionary, and which there 
is as little reason for using; the third is im­
precision and vagueness which irritate the 
careful reader who, looking for deeper beauties 
under fine filaments of sound, does not find 
them. 

Both flaws are present even in some of his 
best poems. They appear even in a poem of 
such large sonorities and ideas as "Spain." 

The underlying tone of the poems is a 
sadness that comes close at times to resigna­
tion, at times to cynicism. If Auden goes any 
closer he will shut ofi his potentialities for 
becoming a major poet of and for our time. 
At present he stops himself short by his rever­
ence for human achievement, as in his me­
morial poems to William Butler Yeats, Ernst 
Toller, and Sigmund Freud; and in the poem 
"Spain." So long as greatness in the lives of 
great men, and greatness in the actions of 
groups of men, continue to attract him, large 
poems will be possible to him. Otherwise he 
will find that the refuges of defeat are, on 
the poetic plane, as mean, inhospitable, and 
cramped as on the geographical plane. A few 
poems in Another Time bear this out. 

IsiDOR SCHNEIDER. 

Hunters and Pioneers 
THE TREES, hy Conrad. Richter. Alfred A. Knopf. 

$2.50. 

CONRAD RICHTER'S new novel. The Trees, 
reconstructs a phase of pioneer life of 

the period not long after the Revolution, when 
there were only fifteen stars in the American 
flag. I t is the story of the hunter Wor th 
Luckett and his family, their life in the dense 
wilderness of what is now the state of Ohio. 

A family that "followed the woods as 
some families follow the sea," the Lucketts 
set out from Pennsylvania when the game left 
the country, and tramped through the woods 
to make their home on a spot north of the 
Ohio River. W e are given a series of epi­
sodes which recreate their struggle to wrest 
a living from the forest. Their woodlore, 
folklore, religious and social patterns, life, 
love, and death are all revealed as Richter 
unfolds the world of these American primi­
tives in a prose expressing the idiom of the 
period. The writer seems to have set himself 
the task of presenting the world of the 

Lucketts as it appeared to them: what 
they felt and thought about it, and 
how they expressed it. He succeeds in 
making the reader "see" the family disinte­
grate under the solitude and hardship of the 
forest, finally to abandon the life of hunters 
and turn to farming and the civilization of 
the pioneer settlement. 

An oration by one of the characters en­
titled "Hail to Civil Law, and Death and 
Damnation to Military Domination" reveals 
the trend toward civilization that was rising 
as a reaction against the long period of mili­
tary domination necessary during a revolu­
tionary period. T o those who wished to take 
Canada by arms, the people were beginning 
to say, " . . . God forbid! If our American 
eagle wants to scream, let it scream over the 
fields, forests, and workshops of its own white 
and red peoples for civil equality and justice!" 
AVords which might well be said now to those 
who would place our frontiers across the 
Atlantic. Yet thris is not a "historical" novel, 
but a lyrical epic of early American life. Tech­
nically, some of the episodes are too brief, 
and we cannot accept Richter's idea that the 
trees had some mystically oppressive effect 
upon the folk of that period. On the whole, 
however, the book makes pleasant reading. 

R A L P H ELLISON. 

Labor and Machines 
ORGANIZED LABOR AND PRODUCTION, by MorrtJ L. 

Cooke and Philip Murray. Harper & Bros. $2.50. 

CONSULTING engineer Morris L. Cooke is 
one of America's foremost authorities on 

Scientific Management (capitals indicate its 
importance in the industrial wor ld) . Chair­
man Philip Murray of the Steel Workers 
Organizing Committee is vice president of 
the United Mine Workers of America and 
also vice president of the Congress of Indus­
trial Organizations. These two men together 
have written a significant book on "labor's 
part in cooperating for greater efficiency in 
industry." 

As a strong, convincing argument for col­
lective bargaining and what it can achieve 
for organized workers, this study marshals 
important facts on trade unionism today, 
working conditions, and labor's rights under 
the National Labor Relations Act. I t includes 
an analysis of what is really happening in 
technological developments and the use of 
electricity in industry. Chapters on each of 
these topics make good reading. 

Recognizing that unemployment, especially 
technological unemployment, is the outstand­
ing contradiction of the present business sys­
tem, Cooke and Murray agree that "a final 
solution of the unemployment problem must 
be left to the future." But forces already set 
in motion by the government, by industry, 
and by organized labor may, if properly di­
rected, as the authors indicate, stave off the 
hardships resulting from further displacement 
of men and women by labor-saving machinery. 

When these two authorities attempt to 
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UMITY HOTeu 
LAKEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 

Comrsdely atmosphere. Choice accommodations. Excellent cuisine. 
Diets arrangeil. All winter sports. Daiioino and entertainments. 
Moderate rates. 

M A K E Y O U R E A S T E R R E S E R V A T I O M S E A R L Y 
SCHWARTZ AND GROSS Mtaiagement 

SOI MONMOUTH AVE, ~ Lakewood 1159 

WEEK ENDS 
& EASTER 

A N E W RURAL 

RETREAT 
at South Pascack 

Road 
189, Route 1 

Spring Valley 
N. Y. 

B o x 

THEBROOKWOOD 
Home cooking — well heated rooms, 

only $3.00 per day. 
Ice-Skating at Pearl Riyer. 

Send or telephone reservations to 
Mrs. M. Galaskos—Tel. Nanuet 2426. 
Travel: Train $1.00 round trip or 
Bus at 36th St. Manh. to Pearl River. 

Car to Spring Valley. 
Enjoy your vmcatiou at\ 

EAGER ROSE GARDEN 
901 Prineelon Avenue 

• All sports. Soeisi 

]L.Tikewood, N. J . 

aeSsvities 
We also rater to vegetarians. Moderate 
rates for the entire Keasosi 

N. Y. PHONE DAyion 9-3031 
OR L A K E W O O D 4 2 8 

GIAiVT SKATINf* RINK 
Spend Your Easter Vacation a t 

C A M P B E A C O N 
Beacon, N. Y. Telephone: Beacon 731 

Hotel Accommodations 
SERVICE GALORE! 

$17.00 per week :: $3.00 per day 
Trains leave from Grand Central Terminal to 
Beacon, N, Y. 

BLUE MOUNTAIN LODGE 
For EASTER VACATIONS 
Featuring all outdoor and indoor 

Bports and entertainment 
Poekskill Phone 1403 !Sew York 

WE ADVISE EARLY RESERVATIONS 
N. Y. Central R. B. to Harmon 

TH£ BIR€H£S 
ON ULSTER HEIGHTS LAKE 

EUenville, N. Y. Tel. 56 M 
2, 3, 4 Room Bungalows completely furnished on the lake. 
All Improvements • Swimming s Boating e Flslilng « 
Handball • Tennis • Kecreation Hall • Woodland • 
1400 Feet Above Sea Level • Moderately Priced • For 
Information: IM. Slutzman, 164 Bay 37th Street, Broolilyn, 
New York. Tel. ESP 2-4348. 

BUILD YOUR OWN SOMMER HOME 
Cooperative Colony 

At Lake Oscawanna Park, PeekskiFI, N. Y. 
T'/j mile lake, 1200 ft. elevation, all improved 
property. Write to M. UNTERMAN, 1097 Walton 
Ave., Bronx, N. Y. JE rome 8-9435. 

SCIENCE & SOCIETY 
A MARXIAN Q U A R T E R L Y 

S C I E N C E & S O C I E T Y s e e k s t o d e m o n s t r a t e 
t h e i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e o f s c i e n c e a n d s o c i e t y 
a n d t o s t i m u l a t e a n d f o s t e r M a r x i a n r e s e a r c h 
i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

CONTEIHTS OF THE SPRING ISSliE 
LAND AND LABOR IN MEXlCft Dorothy W. Douglas 
THE WAR AND AMERIC4N FINANCE 

VUuliinlr D. Kazakevich 
THE ECONOMIC FACTOR IN HISTORY 

I,ewis S, Fe-uer 
MUSIC OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 

Charles Hughes 
MARX AND ENCELS IN PARIS, 1K4K: 

Supplementarj Doeuments Samuel Bernstein 
Revieir^ by: 

Herbert Aptheker, Edwin Berry Burgurn, Addieon T. 
Cutler, Kingsley Davis, Bailey W. DilHe, James 

Feibleman, Eugene C. Holmes, Leopold Infeld, 
Harriet Moore, Harry Slochower, Victor 

A. YakhontolT and others 
Sabseription ONE DOLLAR a year 

Canada and Latin America $1.25, Foreign $1.50 
S C I E N C E & S O C I E T Y 

s o East 20th St. New York, N. Y. PItase mention NEW MASSES when patronizing advertisers 

discuss the abolition of unemployment under 
socialism in the Soviet Union, they desert 
their scientific approach and indulge in state­
ments which have no basis in fact. Confusing 
the socialist state with fascism in Nazi Ger­
many, they assert, falsely, that unemployment 
has also been abolished under Hitler. A good 
factual study of the Soviet Union, such as 
Pat Sloan's Russia Without Illusions (Mod­
ern Age, 1939) is a necessary antidote to the 
anti-Soviet bias the authors display. 

In a closing dialogue, Cooke and Murray 
agree to disagree on certain points of pro­
gram. They agree that their principal purpose 
in writing this book was to demonstrate to 
the open-minded that collective bargaining 
works. But the engineer sees "management 
engineering," or Scientific Management, and 
the Taylor system as most important and lead­
ing toward a free society and a better life. 
Murray, the labor leader, declares that "our 
principal dependence for the extension of col­
lective bargaining must be placed on labor's 
own activities, on its insistence on collective 
bargaining and its efforts to make its prac­
tice serve broad social purposes." T h e CIO ' s 
record already proves that it can serve such 
broad purposes. 

G R A C E H U T C H I N S . 

Political Correspondent 
CHIP OFF MY SHOtJLnER, by Tkoitias L. Stokes. Prince­

ton University Press. $3. 

THIS is a political correspondent's auto­
biography considerably superior to the 

worst ones (Mark Sullivan) and not nearly 
on the high perceptive level of the best ones 
(Lincoln Steffens). I should say that M r . 
Stokes has one really good eye. Wi th it he 
has been able to see the matchless arrogance 
of the South's bourbons. (When he first be­
gan his newspaper work M r . Stokes witnessed 
a lynching that inflamed his conscience.) In 
Washington, the good eye pierced the dark­
ness shrouding the governments of Harding, 
Cfjolidge, and Hoover—that upstanding tri­
umvirate of monopoly dictatorship. He ad­
mired the congre.ssional gadflies who buzzed 
around in the wilderness occasionally sting­
ing some -sensitive spot. Particularly did he 
respect the leadership of the order of "sons 
of the wild jackass"-—Norris, La FoUette, 
Walsh—who battled the plunderbund en­
sconced in the Treasury, Interior, and law 
departments. Tha t good eye makes for indig­
nation, for passionate charges against cheap 
politicians, against the cliques who tie up use­
ful legislation by meddling with the rules. 
The other eye, the bad one, suffers from typi­
cal liberal myopia. Wha t torments American 
life is a lame distributive system, the mon­
strous machine, the political hack, the irre­
sponsible employer—everything but the real 
thing. The bad eye also saw evil in the po­
litical activities of W P A workers. For his 
investigation into the Kentucky W P A M r . 
Stokes got the Pulitzer Prize and the country 
the notorious Hatch law. 

J O H N STUART. 

CHfSmS'7uNBM(& 
FROM EASTER ON— 

this is the motmtain hideaway for varied 
outdoor sports, indoor diversions — cozy 
rooms, delightfijl atmosphere. Write or 
phone for details. Early Reservations ad­
visable. (Tel. Fallsburg 53.} 

W O O D B O U R N E , N . Y . I 

t n i P U lAXf RANCH 
only 37 miles from Netc York 

For an unusual Easter vacation or early Spring week­

ends. . . . Horseback riding. Games on horseback. 

Square doncing. A l l sports. Free instruction. Com­

fortable accommodations. Excellent food. 

S U C C A S U N N A . N . J . N . Y . Phone :TR iang !e5 -Z163 

ENJOY EASTER HOLIDAYS AT 

Formerly LEWISOHN'S ESTATE, CENTRAL VALLEY, N. Y, 
One hour from N. Y. 225 acres in beautiful Ramapo Moun­
tains. All Sports Facilities. Open Fireplaces. Library. Con­
genial Atmosphere. Excellent cuisine. Moderate rates. Tel.j 
H ghland IVIills 7895. 
OPEN ALL YEAR Management: FANNIE GOLDBERG 

ARROWHEAD LODGE 
Invites you for the 

EASTER HOLIDAYS 
Congenial, interesting people • All out­
door activities • Dance orchestra • 

Excellent Food 
Rates per week—$21, $23, $25 
Write or phone for reservations 

ARROW-HEAD LODGE 
EUenville, New York 

City Inf. Dr. D. Newman. JErome 6-2334 

ENJOY YOUR EASTER HOLIDAY AT 

pLum pome 
m t"B::z:yea.r::::z:'rounclig^::vaca.kionzr=resort 

IVIagnificent estate overlooking Hudson River. Saddle horses 
on grounds, handball, bicycling, ping-pong, billiards, bowl­
ing, dancing. Numerous indoor diversions. Fine library. Mu­
sical recordings. Superlative cuisine. Make reservations now. 
Write P. 0, Box 47/, Newburgh, N Y. Phone Newburgh 4270. 
Booklet sent on request. t o . . . h i s 1 0 0 - a c r e f a r m 

• . . g l o r i o u s h i l l c o u n t r y 
. . . s u p e r l a t i v e c o o k i n g 
. . . h o m e y a t m o s p h e r e 
. . . f i r e p l a c e s , h o b b y h o u s e 
. . . c o m p l e t e s p o r t s f a c i l i t i e s 

Just 55 miles from New York 

George A. PODORSON. 250 Park Ave., PLiza 3-8928 
or Locust Grove Farm, Hopewell Junction, N. Y. 

AN , 
•ARTIST 
INVITES I 

YOO 
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EASTER SPECIAL I I I 
Handball — Golf — Bad­
minton ^— Roller Skating — 
Archery —- Trap Shooting — 
Ping Pong — Evening Fea­
tures — Fireside Talks —• 
Good Recordings — Indoor 

Games — Dancing 

Telephone: 
EUenville 700 Weekly Easter Rates 

From $25.00 
Daily S5.00-$6.00 

When in Lakewood Be Sure to VisU 

T H E R O Y A L E 
706 Princeton Ave. Telephone: 

Lakewood. N. J . Lakewood 114tf 
An excellent Russian trio. Our New Annex As-
turet You of Added Social and Sport Faeiliiiet 

Make your Reservations for Eas ter 
SONIA CELBAUM ANNA BROUDE 

SPECIAL DIETS 
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