
22 September 17, 1940 N M 

FAIR WARNING! 

Our Spectacular Clearance 

SALE 
Offering Reductions Up 

to 70% 

WILL POSITIVELY END ON 

Saturday, Sept. 28tli 

Books will then go back to pre-sale 
prices 

BUY NOW! 

WORKERS BOOKSHOP, 50 E. 13 St. 
Open 9:30 to 9:00 (Sat. to 6 p.m.) 

We pay the postage. Send for our 
Sale List. 

Issues, Forces and Parties in 

the 1940 Elections Analyzed in— 

THE COMMUNIST 
Septembei Contents 

Reuieio of the Month, by A. B., dealing 
with the Election Tactics of Willkie and 
Roosevelt; Changes Resulting from the 
First Year of War. On the Fight against 
Conscription, and other vital problems 
and issues. 

The Pan-American Conference in Havana, 
by William Z. Foster 

Labor and the Elections, by Gene Dennis 
Exit Mayor Hoan, by N. Sparks and F. B. 

Bkir 
The Struggle for Equal Rights for Wo

men, by Margaret Cowl 
Election Platform of the Communist Party 

of the U. S. A., 1940 
And Other Articles and Documents 

Single copies 20c. Subscription $2.00 

Date 
THE COKtMUNIST 
P. O. Box 148, Station D. 
New York City 
Enclose find two dollars for which please enter 
my subscription to The Cmnmnnist for one 
year, beginning with the 
NAME 
ADDRESS • 

CITY STATE 

the best training available (army, navy, Ma
rine Corps flying schools), he will graduate 
with only two hundred-odd hours of solo 
time to his credit. T h e balance must be built 
up either by paying for it (a staggering sum 
of money) or spending some years on active 
duty with these military units. And prefer-^ 
ence for airline jobs is naturally given to 
graduates of the military services. 

The many other jobs M r . Walker lists, 
ground and air personnel, dispatchers, radio 
men, stewards and stewardesses, mechanics on 
fields and in factories, technicians, ticket 
sellers, etc., are relatively easier to find; but 
the wide employment his book contends is 
imminent is naturally contingent upon an 
enormous expansion of the industry that is 
not yet apparent, despite the announced in
tention of the government to bring it about. 

So the best way to get into aviation re
mains: to be a Christian "Aryan" of "excel
lent character" and moneyed background, and 
bend every effort to enter the military 
branches of American aviation. 

A L V A H BESSIE. 

Fictionized Biography 
A MAN NAMED GRANT, by Helen Todd. Houghton, 
Mifflin Co. $3.50. 

THIS fictionized biography of Grant is as 
shallow as it is long (594 pp.) . The 

fiction element consists mainly in the creation 
of conversation between "Ulyss," as the 
author calls him throughout the book, and 
his family, fellow officers, or political ac
quaintances. One concludes that Grant never 
said anything worth repeating. There is special 
emphasis on tender domestic scenes which 
make painful reading because the Grant chil
dren talk so much like the Bobbsey Twins. 
W e are also inducted into Grant 's thoughts 
and feelings on any important occasions when 
he did not express them aloud. For example, 
we now know what he was thinking as he 
stood in a polling booth, marking his ballot 
for the 1868 elections, but we are apt not to 
care. He never comes alive, for all the inti
mate details which somehow reveal so little, 

T o understand the man we need to under
stand the period which produced him, and 
such understanding is almost totally lacking 
here. Although Jay Cooke, Jay Gould, and 
Jim Fisk are mentioned, there is no other 
indication that-this was the age of the Robber 
Barons. Black Friday remains as incompre
hensible to the reader as it evidently was to 
Grant. The explanation of the depression 
which engulfed the country at the beginning 
of Grant's second term reads like something 
Hoover might have said about 1929. 

The first section of the book, which has to 
do with the battles of the Civil War , is more 
successful, in much the same way that.a badly 
directed period picture is sometimes more 
interesting than an equally dull contemporary 
film. At least there are horses and costumes. 
T h e book has something else in common with 
certain Civil W a r films: its slanderous mis
representation of the Negro people. 

G A L E T H O R N E . 

Vast Abstractions 
THE MAN COMING TOWARD YOU, by Oscar fVilliams, 
Oxford University Press. $2. 

MR. W I L L I A M S ' ' Man Coming toward 

You is not the man you'd expect or 
especially hope for. Instead of a poet attempt
ing to bring order and meaning into a chaotic 
world, we greet merely the chaos- and go 
home again. The author sees and hears the 
same things we do: hunger, corruption, war,. 
headlines, etc. But he sees them in huge blocks, 
devoid of any flesh-and-blood human being, 
so that the poems are simply a process of 
laying hollow bricks. W e find only vast ab
stractions of man, myth, space, immensity, the 
everywhere, the all-around, etc. 

This poet bends his energies toward the 
achievement of idea and feeling, not through 
a logical process of thought but through the 
unexpected conjunction of startling images. 
The m.ethod is valid. Unfortunately, in M r . 
Williams' poems, one cannot help feeling a 
constant fakeness about the method, a sort of 
deliberate constructed place-finding for spec
tacular images. 

Although there is no really satisfying poem 
in the book, occasionally a real lyrical cry 
rings out, something incredibly lost in the 
welter of pretensions. In "I remember the 
block party," there stands out : 

How the boys romped and all the dear girls sang, 
And flowers drowsed upon the hair and wind: 
Ah, musical were jargon and harangue 
And mandolins and candy of the mind I 

Intellectually, M r . Williams' understand!^ 
ing of the world amounts to this: " M a n al
ready has reached an airpocket in the legend 
of the mind. . . ." 

Beware the poet who comes bearing vast 
abstractions. 

R A P H A E L H A Y E S . 

Sights & Sounds 

"ForeignCorrespondent" 
Exciting war propaganda directed by 
The Great Hitchcock. 

THIS film is the end-result of a long 
process. Wal ter Wanger paid several 

thousand good dollars for the rights to Vin
cent Sheean's Personal History, eventually 
ditched it. Subsequently there are alleged to 
have been at least three independent film 
stories written, thrown away. Finally, Charles 
Bennett, Joan Harrison, James Hilton, and 
Robert Benchley combined with the sometime 
great director Alfred Hitchcock to produce 
Foreign Correspondent. I t opens with a sen
tentious dedication to "those recording angels 
who stand am.ong the dead and dying" (the 
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,n correspondents) and ends with Joel 
Jrea standing in the BBC station, urging 

^imerica to ring itself with steel as the bombs 
drop on London and the soundtrack blasts 
forth "The Star-Spangled Banner." 

In between there is everything but the 
kitchen sink. Much of what there is is indis
putably exciting, for Hitchcock can direct. 
T h e literally smashing climax of the film 
comes when a transatlantic flying boat is shot 
down by Nazi anti-aircraft guns in mid-ocean. 
It 's terrific. Effective use is made, early in 
the film, of the interior of an old Dutch wind
mill, where the newshawk, hot after an assas
sin of one of Europe's great, almost catches 
him. Here Hitchcock recreates the mood of 
danger and suspense he has so brilliantly 
shown us many times before. He makes won
derful use of inanimate objects, such as ma
chinery, and innocuous sound effects, such as 
the creaking of the old mill and the whistling 
of the wind. 

But not all the skillful technique of M r . 
Hitchcock nor the Wanger bankroll can dis
guise the fact that Foreign Correspondent is 
just another in the series of pro-war, anti
democratic films. Today, when a people's peace 
movement is rising in America, M r . Hitch
cock does his bit for British imperialism by 
painting a picture of the British peace move
ment as a toy in the hands of a Nazi agent. 
Disregarding the patent fact that national 
betrayal has been accomplished in Europe by 
the real fifth columns of the upper classes, 
in governments and out, he points a warning 
finger in exactly the wrong direction. The m.en 
of Munich who brought about the sequence 
of events and the balance of military force 
which have resulted in today's London catas
trophe have not been screened here; nor is 
there a hint of international treachery by 
international business men. Instead there is 
slander for the peaceloving people and a gross 
distortion of reality. And even real foreign 
correspondents will smirk at Wanger 's idea 
of how they get their jobs and how they 
perform them. 

There is one performance in the film, and 
it cannot be overpraised. That is the perform
ance of Albert Basserman, German refugee 
actor, as the Dutch statesman, Van Meer. 
M r . Basserman is a great actor and he steals 
the entire picture from the battery of stars: 
McCrea, Laraine Day, Benchley, Marshall, 
George Sanders, Eduardo Ciannelli, E. E. 
Clive. 

"OUR T O W N " 

Somehow or other we missed the film ver
sion of Thornton Wilder's Our Town when 
it was in its first run. Now it is in the neigh
borhood theaters, and it will give you a 
pleasant hour and a half if you are not allergic 
to an overdose of sentimentalism. For Wilder 
had very little to say about smalltown life in 
New England in the stage version, and Sam 
Wood's direction of the film loses a good deal 
of what he did have to say. 

On the stage the action was projected un-
realistically, almost without props. It was 

curiously effective because what was there was 
delivered by a cast of very fine performers 
who had nothing to work with in the way of 
accessories but their own bodies. T h e trick 
photography that has been utilized in the film 
somehow destroys the illusion. 

Martha Scott, who played in the original 
production, reveals in the film that her place 
is in Hollywood. She is an enormously tal̂ -
ented young actress, with an almost painfully 
sensitive face and real passion in her. Frank 
Craven is less effective as the narrator here 
than he was on Broadway; som.ething of his 
ingratiating presence was lost in the transfer 
to the celluloid. Fay Bainter and William 
Holden should be mentioned for sincere and 
intelligent performances as mother and son, 
Philip V/ood for a moving bit as the drunken 
organist. 

I t is a curious thing how an intelligent 
writer like Wilder, who is able to catch the 
echo of homely speech, can for moments give 
you the semblance of human life and death, 
but none of its substance. T h e fabric of his 
story is very thin, no matter how much you 
may temporarily admire the warp and woof. 
It is simply the difference between a writer 
and an artist. 

"FLOWING GOLD" 

Julie, I mean John Garfield, is on the run 
again in Warner Bros.' adaptation of Rex 
Beach's action story of the oil fields, Flowing 
Gold. T h a t boy can't seem to keep out of 
trouble. This time he has killed a company 
stooge in self-defense and is on the lam. As 
tough a nut as ever came out of the Bronx, 
or is it Brooklyn, John works slinging pipe, 
earns the friendship of heart-of-gold Pat 
O'Brien, and wins the heart of his Group 
Theater colleague, Frances Farmer. 

Fanny looks wonderful in riding pants; she 
even looks wonderful when she falls, first 
belly-first, then the reverse, into a mud 
puddle. I'd say that in this picture Miss 
Farmer has turned in about as good a job 
as she has ever done on celluloid. For some
how she cannot make the most of her great 
beauty and her indisputable talent on the 
screen. You feel that at any moment she is 
about to yell, "For Pete's sake, take that 
damned camera away!" 

This is frankly an action picture, and there 
is a good deal of interest in the spectacular 
business of watching men grub for oil, watch
ing the derricks at work, the oil blow-off, the 
inevitable fire and explosion. The Law catches 
up with our hardboiled friend Garfield, but 
he has Miss Farmer for moral support. He's 
been typed so many times now, and he's 
learned so many Hollywood tricks (and un
learned so much that he learned with the 
Group) that he'd better watch out or he's 
likely to turn into a Charles Bickford. 

For Hollywood, all oil promotors are swell 
guys whose workers just love them (and get 
rich when the oil comes in ) . 

But I say, see this one for the derricks. 
They're terrific. 

A L V A H BE.SSIE. 

Travel in South America & West Indies 
at Low Rates 

MEXICO ROUND TRIP ONLY $54.90 
M I A m I ROUND TRIP ONLY $ 2 o . u 3 

Travel bj^ bus, boat or plane 

TOURS & CRUISES 

W O R L D T O U R I S T S , I n c . 
1123 Broadway, N. Y. 

CHelsea 2-2838-9 

NEW MASSES Class i f ied Ads 
SOc a lino. Payable in Advance. Min. charge $1.50 
Approx. 7 words to a line. Deadline Fri, 4 p.m. 

CHILDREN BOARDED 
Country. Board 2 children (4-6). Winter season. Bucks 
County, Pa. Reasonable. References exchanged. Write 
New Masses, Box 1743. , 

• FURS 
SKILLED FUR CRAFTSMAN offers you exceptionally 
low rates on custom or ready-made coats and jackets, 
also on remodeling and repairing. Avail yourself now 
during off season lull. ARMAND ET SOEUR, 145 West 
30 St., CHickering 4-1424. 

INSURANCE 
Whatever your needs—PAUL CROSBIE, established 
since 1908—FREQUENT SAVINGS, 135 William St., 
N. Y. Tel. BEekman 3-5262. 

PIANO TUNING 
PIANO TUNING, regulating, repairing and voicing. 
Member Nat'I Ass'n Piano Tuners, Inc. Ralph J. Apple-
ton, 505 Fifth Avenue, Tel. MUrray Hill 2-2291. 

REDUCING FOR WOMEN 
Swedish Massage—Posture Correction—Tennis Instruc
tion. Solarium, Low summer rates. Complete trial $2. 
Goodwin's Gym—Roof, 1457 B'way (42 St.) W I 7-8250. 

SCHOOL REGISTRATION 
METROPOLITAN MUSIC SCHOOL—Fall term regis
tration. Instrumental, Vocal and Theoretical Instruction. 
Children and adults. Catalogue on request. 68 E. 12 
St., AL 4-2784. . 

Get a basic understanding of world events. Register for 
Fall Term classes at WORKERS SCHOOL. Complete 
program of MARXIST-LENINIST COURSES. Room 
301, 35 E. 12 St., N. Y. C. 

SPEECH IMPROVEMENT 
Your speech CAN be improved. Small classes. Moderate 
rates. Hana Unger Speech Studio, 15 E. 40 St., N. Y. 
L E x 2-9448. 

VACATION RESORTS, ETC. 
BARLOW FARM, Candlewood Lake. Delightful Fall 
and Winter vacation. 65 miles from N. Y. C, All sports. 
Free booklet. Sherman, Conn. Tel. New Milford 766-J-3. 
Enjoy the beautiful Indian Summer at CAMP FOL
LOWERS OF THE TRAIL. Open Week-ends with all 
sports facilities. Tennis, Handball, Baseball, Ping-pong. 
Entertainment. Delicious Food. Buchanan, N. Y., Tel. : 
Peeksjtl l l 2S1Q. 

RIP VAN WINKLE LAND: Romantic Vacations in 
the Switzerland of America. 250 acres, elevation 2,000 
feet. Modern, cozy rooms. Picturesque surroundings; 
stimulating climate. Swimming, bicycles and sports. Ex
cellent food. $16.00 weekly. ELMWOOD FARM, Rip 
Van_Winkle_Trail ,_Hunter^N._Y; 
FOR A DELIGHTFUL Fall Vacation or weekend visit 
scenic TANGLEWOOD, Woodstock, N. Y. Call Wood
stock 14F13 or write. $3.00 per day, $18 per week. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR NEW MASSES WANTED 
NEW MASSES would be grateful tor VOLUNTEER 
clerical HELP in circulation campaign. Apply Room 
1204, 461 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C. 

WEARING APPAREL 
FALL SHOWING at MISS GOODMAN'S of Original 
Model Gowns, Hats & Coats (all of exceptional stand
ard, priced far below the usual market). IPrice range— 
Dresses $12.50 u p ; Hats $5 up. 474 7th Ave., LA 4-4013. 
WHY PAY FOR SNOOTY LABELS? 

GOINGS ON 
GALA FALL FESTIVAL—SAT., SEPT. 14—Woody. 
Free Beer. Square Dancing. Sing Fest. Broadway Stars. 
Quartette, Pianists, Games, Prizes, Tack-O-Lanterns, Corn 
Stalka. 307 E. 25 St^, 8J'.M._poiiaJion_43c^ 
SWING AND SWAY, t h e ALP Way. New Theatre 
League Show, Newspaper Guild, 117 West 46 Street. 
SATURDAY night, September 14, 8:30 P.M. Admis
sion 50ĉ ^ 
ALFRED GOLDSTEIN, popuIir'^<niti^ai~^a7iaij^t~ re-
views T H E NEWS OF T H E WEEEK every SUNDAY 
EVENING at Workers School, 2nd floor, 35 East 12 
Street. Admission 23c. 
Phase mention NEW MASSES when patronising advertisers 
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