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Two Viéws of China

Edgar Snow’s new book controverts the wordy evasions of Mme. Chiang Kai-shek and gives a
firsthand report on China. A review by Isidor Schneider.

THE BATTLE FOR AsiA, by Edgar Snow. Random
House. $3.75.

CHINA SHALL RISE AGAIN, by Mme. Chiang Kai-shek.
Harper & Bros. $3.

¢ HE Battle for Asia” is a book of
I many virtues. It is vivid reading.
Without any pretentious to-do about
passing on inside stuff, it provides much ser-
viceable information, so presented as to com-
pose a proportioned and realistic picture. No
foreign correspondents’ book I have read
comes up to it in perception, in comprehensive-
ness, in sheer interest. It is 2 more important
book, in its thoroughness and its range, than
Snow’s own Red Star Over China.

‘What does the book tell us? =

About Japan—that its feudal aristocracy
has turned the productive forces of its own
and conquered lands into an economy for
war; that this economy, evil and risky as it
is, is stronger than the economic-exhaustion
theorists have led us to believe; that it has,
through a peculiar Japanese development, be-
come a monopoly of the army whose leader-
ship has succeeded in concentrating economic
and political, as well as military, power in its
hands; and that, as a consequence, Japanese
imperialism, even more than others, is spin-
ning in an accelerating spiral of military ex-
pansion aimed first at the conquest of Asia

, and then of the world.

About Japan’s imperialist rivals—principal-
ly England and the United States, that they
have shown incredible shortsightedness. It is
with their help entirely that Japan has be-
come formidable. Snow might have added
that it was on the dangerous and insinuated
hope that Japan was arming herself against
the Soviet Union that England and the United
States armed Japan, as it has proved, against
themselves; and that, unable wholly to sur-
render an anti-Soviet hope, they continue to
do so. Japan’s military machine comes out of
American and British mines and mills and is
powered with their gasoline.

At one time, according to Snow, British
imperialism was more culpable than American
which, when it sought united action to re-
strain the Japanese, was crossed and double-
crossed by the British. It is not improbable
that the British Foreign Office thought of
improving upon the proverbial bird killing by
adding a third bird, America. In that way, by
helping to keep Japan’s end up against Amer-
ica as well as against the Soviet Union, Brit-
ain sought to keep all three snapping at each
other while she cultivated her Chinese gardens
in comparative peace.

About the European and American groups
in Shanghai and other concession areas in
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China, Snow describes the blindness that
descended upon them, making them incapable
of acting in their own interest, They stumbled
like parasites who have become so adapted
to living on their hosts that some of their
organs have atrophied. These groups had the
amazing naivete to expect Japanese impe-
nalism to honor their seniority rights and
leave them undisturbed in their holds on the
body of China. Before the Mikado's' men
slapped them awake they were full of praises
and help for the Japanese, considering Chinese
independence the far greater evil. Even Kuo-
mintang was Communism to them.

MosT TIMELY of all, Snow tells us about
the Chinese people, about their desperate need
for a new system, socially, politically, cul-
turally; about their unending nurturing, out
of their torment, of new movements for na-
tional salvation and individual human rights:
about the unsuppressible Communist Party
that has led their struggle; and about the
Chinese bourgeoisie into whose trembling
money-passing hands history has placed the
task of eliminating feudalism and foreign
oppression,

This bourgeoisie, moreover, is itself an in-
completely evolved class. It contains elements
of the old—feudal landlords, mandarin bu-
reaucrats, usurers and tuchuns {war lords)
and their staffs. It has few representatives of
a modern economic development. Therefore
when control of Sun Yat-sen’s revolutionary
party, the Kuomintang, came into the hands
of the bourgeoisie, this class brought into it
its own heterogeneous character and counter-
revolutionary interests. However as the anti-
Japanese movement progressed, a democratic
element again filtered into the Kuomintang,
but this has not proved sufficient thus far to
offset such dominant influences as that of
Ying-chin, the pro-Japanese Minister of War.
It can therefore be seen how essential to any
united fight of the Chinese people is the Com-
munist Party, which has been the initiating
force and core of the anti-Japanese struggle
and which has shown its unity and democratic
character in every campaign it has fought and
every administration it has organized. Open
and practical recognition of this is a pre-
condition for a successful continuance of the
United Front.

The Chinese Revolution which overthrew
the Manchu dynasty has had a singularly
unlucky environment. As long as foreign im-
perialists kept hold of China’s strategic ports
and transportation centers it could not com-
plete itself. These strongholds of imperialism
formed and, to the extent that they survive,

still form military, financial, and conspira-
torial foci for the counter-revolution. China’s
political fate has shuttled between the grow-
ing force of the people and the developing

-interdependence of Chinese counter-revolution

and the imperialist powers. This might have
continued, had not Japan left the imperialists’
cooperative (the so-called consortium of
powers) that has been functioning in China,
to try to get all for herself. Japan’s aggression
raised the popular indignation to an irresis-
tible pitch and the Chinese bourgeoisie was
finally compelled to make a fight and, to carry
it on, to revert to its old alliance with the
Communist Party.

What such an alliance (which, in effect,
Is a first step in freeing the Chinese .people
for full action) could accomplish, had been
shown by Sun Yat-sen’s campaign (directed,
after Sun’s death, by Chiang Kai-shek) for
the unification of China against the fuchuns,
or war lords, This historic and brilliant cam-
paign fell short of complete success only because
of the intervention of the foreign imperial-
ists. Chiang was then faced with the choice of
knuckling under to them and to the collusive
Chinese landlords, comprador, and merchant
class, or continuing the revolutionary move-
ment in alliance with the Communists.’

Chiang, himself of upper class origin and
allied through marriage with a Chinese bank-
ing family, made a class-prompted decision.
He chose to attempt to establish a dictator-
ship of the Chinese bourgeoisie, by way of the
one party—a Kuomintang political monopoly;
and he turned on his former comrades in arms
in a treacherous massacre.

NEVERTHELESS, the people’s movement con-
tinued. This was inevitable as long as the
Kuomintang withheld from the people the
national unity, economic betterment, and
democratic rights for which they were in the
field. Within the Kuomintang there were
democratic ferments. And wherever the Com-
munists reappeared and began organizing they
were able to strike root. The Kuomintang
wasted national resources in a criminal and
futile series of “annihilation campaigns”
against the Soviet districts. They considered
this of greater importance than resistance to
Japan. They continued in this course until
on one of his Communist suppression cam-
paigns Chiang was kidnapped by detachments
of one of his own suppression armies. During
his detention he consented to a policy of re-
sistance against the Japanese.

The Kuomintang’s peace with the Commu-
nists was ambiguous and hypocritical. While
on their part the Communists consented to ad-
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minister their territory as “border districts” and
ta fight as divisional troops of Chungking, the
Kuomintang refused official acknowledgement
of the United Front, blockaded the Commu-
nist occupied districts, interfered with the
communications and supply services of the
Eighth Route and the Fourth Route Armies,
precipitated clashes by attempts to occupy
districts they had won back from the Japa-
nese, and withheld ammunition, equipment,
and pay, which it should have furnished.

In the very midst of the war against the
Japanese, Chinese construction, military re-
sources, and the energies of hundreds of
thousands of men were used by the Kuomin-
tang to build and garrison a ring of block-
houses around the Communist “border dis-
tricts.” M. Snow estimates that, in addition,
more than a million able-bodied men who
should be bearing arms against the Japanese
are in the villages and towns guarding property
and protecting the privileged—bearing arms,
that is, against the people at home. So much
does the Chinese bourgeoisie fear the people.

It became increasingly evident that the
Kuomintang, which had entered the United

Front unwillingly, would respect and fulfill

its obligations only to the degree that it felt
compelled to do so, and that it would con-
tinue to regard defense against democracy at
home as more important than defense against
Japan.

This was shown not only in its continuous
dirty dealings against the Eighth Route and
New Fourth Armies, but in its dirty dealings
against the people. Szechuan, the Kuomin-
tang’s main base now for men and supplies,
is in an economically pitiable situation, Land
tenancy is almost universal. Usury keeps the
masses in debt slavery. Profiteers hoard food
and despite plenty, ask famine prices. And the
rich send their money out of the country.

The last piece of data is both characteristic
and important. The course of the war had
pushed free China into the most backward
districts. Industry essential for continuing re-
sistance was lacking. Here was an opportunity
for” rich patriots to serve their country by
investing in vitally needed industry. Instead,
while peasants were risking their lives the
profiteers refused to risk dollars. Money trans-
mitting agencies can tell an ironical story.
While Chinese workers abroad, sweated laun-
dry men, farmhands, and stevedores were
sending contributions from their wages to
China, this money was crossing outbound mil-
lions dispatched to financial safety by the
well-off, who would not even take profitable
risks for their country. The story of Indusco,
the system of small industrial cooperatives
that seeks to fill this economic void, is wonder-
ful, 2 monument to the devotion and industry
of self-sacrificing and heroic workers and pro-
fessionals, but tragic, too, for it is a monu-
ment at the same time to the dishonor of a
clags that deserts its country in its hour of
need.

Snow gives many saddening pictures of this
and similar swinishness. It has happened mo-
notonously often before, for the bourgeoisie of
every nation has a similar swinish history;

yet one’s gorge rises to read of China’s gilded
youth carousing within sound of the battle-
fields where the youth of the poor were bar-
ring the enemy with their bodies, having been
equipped with little else to stop bombs and
bayonets. . i

ONE CAN FIND a kind of official confirmation
of the stiff-necked, reality-evading attitude of
the Kuomintang in the compilation entitled
China Shall Rise Again, edited by Mme.
Chiang Kai-shek. The book opens with say-
nothing platitudes by her husband, the gen-
eralissimo. These evade. the issue of a demo-
cratic program. They shift the emphasis to
faults in individual character which provide
occasions for dulcet exhortation and excuses
for doing nothing. It is, in effect, an Oriental
version of Hoover's rugged individualism
which puts all troubling issues on the spiritual
shelf. ‘

Mme. Chiang’s main statement is an elabo-
ration of this matter in very prissy language.
"The madame is so madamified that she cannot
use the plain word ““rape”; in her lingo the
Japanese “molest” Chinese women. Speak-
ing of the so-called “New Life” movement,
which was. started as a mild social-work sub-
stitute for the land and other reforms that
Chiang’s “bandit suppressors” had suppressed
in Kiangsi Province, Mme. Chiang says it
was started to heal ‘‘the ravages of war”
(omitting, of course, that the ravages had
been inflicted by Chiang’s armies). The final
chapter is an article by Madame Chiang in
which, apparently stung by the pretenses of
American and British aid to China and the
reality of their aid to Japan, she admits that
the only real aid China has received has come
from the Soviet Union.

The rest of the book consists mainly of re-
ports by Chungking department heads, some
of whom are notorious fascists and not above
suspicion of dealings with Japan's puppet
Wang Ching-wei and with the Japanese
themselves. None acknowledge existence of
the United Front, or pay even chivalrous
enemy tribute to the achievements of the
Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies. On
that issue they maintain the silence of hang-
men. Unless one considers the value of read-
ing between the lines there is little in these
department reports worth reading with the
exception of the report on Indusco which is
written by the Australian, Rewi Alley, ‘who
had the biggest hand in getting and keeping
the Indusco organization going.

‘When one compares such stuffed-robe pro-
nouncements with the frank, lively, realistic,
never-evasive interviews with the leaders of
the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies,
reported by Snow, one knows where the real
leadership in China’s struggle is, no matter
where historical circumstances locate the titu-
lar leadership.

It is a tribute to the Chinese people that
they have achieved so much despite the acc-
dent of history which timed their rise out of
feudalism at the moment when the imperial-
isms were digging in on China’s back and that
the class to whom power fell was such a weak,
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-“WIill Russia Betray China?”

undeveloped, decayed-in-the-bud "kind of a
bourgeoisie.

The immense verve, spirit, and resourceful-

ness of the Chinese people, winning through, at
great cost, against such obstacles comes out
magnificently in Snow’s book. It is there in the
whole; and it glows in the detail.

It is a pity, therefore, to have to report
that Snow permits himself some asides on

matters far away from China that fall very

far aside. To speak of one of them: Snow has
some misinformed comments about American
Communists “that indicate a naivete, unbe-
coming a journalist, which takes at its dirty
face value the anti-Communist press.

Among other things he criticizes the Ameri-
can Communists for running a Negro candi-
date for Vice-President. The Russians, he
remarks, would not run one of their Eskimos
for high office. The answer is that they would.
It is as possible for an Eskimo to be among
the Soviet leaders as for a Georgian, a
Ukrainian, an Armenian, a Finn, or a2 Jew,
to name a few of the representatives of for-
merly oppressed nationalities who are now in
Soviet leadership. And the answer is also that
the Negroes, with a 15,000,000 population
and an identification with American life since
the foundation of our country as an inde-
pendent nation, are very different from the
several thousand Eskimos who have only, in
the last few years, been brought into function-

" ing contact with Soviet life, I think a brief

study of the situation in America will per-

suade Snow that the Communist course is

sensible, just, and necessary.

It is unfortunate that even in this small
and parenthetical fashion he should contribute
to the current anti-Communist hue and cry
of the reactionaries. To the extent that he
adds anything to it, he adds a mite to the
difficulties of the Chinese Communists as well.
They have, to a great extent, escaped the
smearing that other Communist groups have
experienced ; but they are coming in for it.
Chungking propagandists and Japanese propa-
gandists here will not fail to make use of it.
‘When he reads the April issue of 4sia, Snow
will get a personal foretaste of it. For the

-editors felt it necessary to balance the clear,

good article he wrote for them with a jet of
Freda Utley’s frothing-at-the-mouth entitled
and dedicated
to discrediting the Chinese Communists as
inevitable co-betrayers.

IsiporR SCHNEIDER.

Spiritualism
THE UNOBSTRUCTED UNIVERSE, by Stewart Edward
W hite. E. P. Dutton & Co. $2.50.

MR. WHITE, known for more than a gen-
eration as a novelist of the great open
spaces, shifts in this book from sentimental
stories of the campfire to rather less likely
tales of life after death and the fun that
spirits have roaming the uncharted expanses
of the cosmos, unhandicapped by the pres-
ence of the natural body. It is a wild and
woolly book that makes the yarns /told by

cowboys to -dude ranchers sound tame and

factual in comparxson

Mr, White receives his reports of the be-
yond from the immortal soul of his dead wife,
Betty, who communicates her impressions
through a friendly medium. The resulting pic-
ture is a familiar one to those acquainted with
spiritualist literature over the past twenty-
five years or so. The basic philosophy of the
spiritualists “is simply a variation of meta-
physical idealism and rests on the proposition
that everything in the universe is in the last
analysis composed of mind or consciousness.
All the different forms of consciousness, from
a lowly piece of mud to the body of a2 human
being, assume their particular manifestations
according to their differing rates of frequency
vibration. _

Says the dead Mrs. White to her rapt
listeners: ‘““T’he only reason you cannot exist
and operate in the entire universe, as I do—
for 1 operate in your universe as well as mine
—is because you are not able to step up your
frequency.” In other words, when we shuffie
off this mortal coil, so hampering to a free
soul, we immediately start operating with an
other-worldly body of such a speedy fre-
quency that it can easily pass through all those
gross forms of matter—such as wooden doors,
concrete walls, and plate-glass windows—that
sometimes get in our way. Thus at death
we become the fortunate inhabitants of an
altogether “unobstructed universe.”

Tt is not difficult for a medium te give
expression to a quite generalized world view
that combines philosophical idealism with
some of the patter of modern physics. But
when the details of the after-existence are
asked for, then real trouble begins and the
less said the better. On these concrete details
Mys. White is pretty vague, and coyly passes

"off embarrassing - -questions by remarking,

“Now you're trying to get me to be Oliver-
Lodgish again!”

As spiritualist books go, The Unobstructed
Universe is undoubtedly one of the better
ones. But its main importance lies in the fact
that it appeared at this catastrophic juncture
in' human affairs when so many people in
every country are looking for an easy escape
from intolerable actuality and when the death
tolls from war make the promise of a beauti-
ful immortality especially relevant. The pub-
lishers evidently understand the situation,
since the book has received almost unprece-
dented prometiont for one of its kind, includ-
ing full-page advertisements in the book re-
view sections of the Sunday Times and
Tribune.

Just as during the last war there was a
noticeable recrudescence of spiritualism and
other species of religion, so we must expect
a similar phenomenon during the present con-
flict. But this time, due to the influence of
Marxism in general and of socialist human-
ism in the Soviet Union, I believe that the
drift to compensatory supernaturalism is go-
ing to be both more limited and more tem-
porary than before.

Corwriss LaMoNT.
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