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Keynote Recordings, Inc. 

proudly announces 
A n A m e r i c a n O p e r a 

MH F i m A N 
ANSWEM 

(performed by the original cast) 

by MARC BLITZSTEIN 
3 10" and 2 12" Records in album, $4.75 

". . . music, joyous and dramatic . . . 
no better example of the power of music 
to create men and women through song." 
—Brooks Atkinson—N. Y. Times. 

" . . . a major work of music."— 
Lawrence Tibbett. 

"A serious work on a noble subject by 
a major musical author."—Virgil Thom
son—iV. y. Herald Tribune. 

". . . in the forefront . . • musically 
and dramatically."—Ralph Warner— 
Worker. . 

Available at all record shops 
For further information tvrite to 

KEYNOTE RECOEDINGS, Inc . 
133 W. 44th St. N. Y. 
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ARTKINO presents 
BORIS CHIRKOV and 
TAMARA MAKAROVA 

in the 

NEW TEACHER 
based on the prize winning, scenario 
by S. Gerasimov, a lyrical love story 

of the new Russia 
ADDED ATTRACTION: THE NEW 

LATVIA 

MIAMI PLAYHOUSE SS.tnh"s.! 
Continuous from 10 A.M. 

Benefit Block Tickets at reduced prices novi 
available. 

**Tlie first completely gay comedy 
of this season"—'^(fcrnson. Timet 

**Uproarious comedy . . . shook the Biltmore 
like au earthquake of laughter*'-^Broi£in, Post 

MY SISTER EILEEN 
A New Comedy by 

JOSEPH FIELDS and JEROME CHODOROV 

Based on the stories by RUTH MoKENNEY 

Staged by GEORGE S. KAUFMAN 

BILTMORE THEATRE, 47th St. W. of B'way CI. 6-9353 

EVENINGS, 8:40—^REG. MATINEES WED. & SAT. 2:40 

EASTER WEEK MATS. — WED.. THUH. & SAT. 

•kif-k-k—BURNS MANTLE—Daily Neus 
A Mercury Production by ORSON WELLES 

NATIVE SON 
Play by PAUL GREEN & RICHARD WRIGHT 
PT i n i u r e T U . . 246 W. 44 St. LAckawanna 4-4664 
S I . J A M t ^ i n e a . , gvgs. incl. Sun. 8:40. Mats. Wed. & Sat. 

Artkiao 
Presents 

st i r r ing Soviet film ing ^uviet liiiu 

THREE WOMEH 
and Eight Star French Triumph 

L I F E D A N C E S O N — U n Carnet Du Bal 
with Raimu & Har ry Baur 

Cant from 10:30 A.M. t i l l mid. 15c t i l l I P.M. w'kdays 
IRVING PLACE THEATRE—Irving Place at 14th St. 
Benefit Bloek Tickets at Reduced Prices GR 5-4049 

Rice, and Clare Booth have offered this slo
gan—by design. Philip -Barry advanced it out 
of apparent muddle-headedness. But b}*; not 
clarifying the issues of anti-Nazism versus 
true international anti-fascism, Watch on the 
Rhine lends itself to distortion by the enemies 
of the people, those fascists who are currently 
disguised as anti-fascists. 

The play itself is highly uneven. I t lacks 
the tight and almost inevitable construction 
of The Little Foxes, as well as the mounting 
emotional tension. The device of using the -
Mueller children to state certain political 
theses—"out of the mouths of babes and suck
lings," etc.—seems contrived, artificial. There 
is a liberal dosage of pure hokum in the more 
melodramatic scenes, and in the touching fare
well of Mueller to his children. Some of this 
has been supplied by Miss Hellman, some by 
her otherwise brilliant director, M r . Shumlin. 
There are few acting performances on the 
current stage, however, that can equal those 
ofiEered by Paul Lukas as Mueller and George 
Coulouris as his fascist antagonist. Both these 
men play magnificently within the framework 
of their roles, fill them to the skin, endow 
them with three-dimensional life. In Lukas 
there is great emotional force and sincerity; 
in .Coulouris a quality of genuine humanity, 
partly supplied by the author, partly by the 
actor. You understand him. As Mueller's wife, 
M'ady Christians displays womanly devotion 

, and great sensibility. As her mother, Lucille 
Watson is as brittle and as genuine as her 
written character. Credit should also go to 
Frank Wilson as a Negrd servant for the 
sensitivity of his performance, to Eda Heine-
mann as a white servant-companion. T w o of 
the children are charming if indifferent per
formers ; one of them, who has been treated to 
startling superlatives, is objectionable. 

ALVAH BESSIE. 

Tortures of Escapism 
The physical ordeals of an evening at 
the movies 

THIS churlish note will be about showmen 
—the people who run the movie houses 

—and will contain several helpful hints for 
easing the ordeal of going to the movies. 

T h e architecture of Manhattan movie 
houses, until the Rockefeller pleasure dome 
was built, derived from the Grand Opera 
House. How silly the interior can become 
is illustrated by the fact that ten percent of 
the interior space is lost in boxes at the side 
of the hall—boxes that afforded a splendid 
intimacy with Lottie Crabtree, but make 
Greta Garbo look like Dore's Don Quixote. 
Result: nobody sits in them. T h e simple long 
rectangle of the nickelodeon, adapted from 
storerooms, was forgotten when the big busi-
ness-Roxy era opened, and has only been re
vived in the small art cinema. Even Radio 
City has side sections where you are forced 
to sit at a maddening forty-five-degree angle 

C O N C E R T « f M U S S I A N M U S I C 
PAUL ROBESON 

Folk Songs o f o ld and new Russia 

BENNY GOODMAN 
with the 

Roth String Quartet and Andor Foldes 
VYTAUTAS BACEVICIUS 

L i thuan ian Pianist 

First American Performance 

S H O S T A K O V I C H " P I A N O Q U I N T E T " 

T n e s i l a y Eve . , APRIL, 3 9 , 8 : 4 5 o 'c lock 
CAIJIVEGIK H A M . . 

Tictets—83e. $1.10, $1.65, $2.20, $2.75, $S.30 

j ^ t E j f . 

JUST OUT! 

FIVE NEW THRILLING SOVIET RECORDS 
Send for Special List NM 

OPEN EVENINGS J * , 1 [ | D raoS^I 

O. PAGANI & BRO. 
289 Bleecker St. New York, N. Y. 

BELLE FULITI 
Impor t s 

HANDWOVEN 
HOUSECOATS — JACKETS 

DRESSES —COATS 
f rom East indiq & Cen fra( America 

j e w e l r y — a r t l i nens—scar fs—handkerch ie fs 

19 W e s t 8th St reet New York 

Meet the People of the Progressive 
Theatre — Friday Eve., April 18th 

NEW THEATRE 

R E U N I O N D A N C E 
f e a t u r i n g LIONEL STANDER, WILL 6EER i 

and other famous alumni. Dancing to Sweet & Hot Orchestn 

HOTEL DIPLOMAT, 108 W. 43 St., N. Y. C. 
Tickets SOo at New Theatre League, 110 W. 47th, CH. 4-8198 

PLAYS —MOVIES —BOAT RIDES —RESORTS 
Good -Discounts 

V/ORLD PREMIERE 

C A L Y P S O C O N C E R T 
Sunday, April 27 

For tickets and information call or writ« to 
FEDERATED THEATER SERVICE 
152 W. 42nd St., N. Y. LA 4-1199 

BUY DIRECT from FACTORY 

WESER PIANO CO. 
NATIONALLY KNOWN MANUFACTURERS Soiling MHI-
•uniM' dlreot. Tremendous savings. New, used, Svinets, 
Grands, Steinways. Chickerings, Knabes, others. Boitaflde 

Values. Payments. 

524 W. 43rd— ME dal. 3-3S12 
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from the screen. Pure commercial greed is 
the main factor, but also plain stupidity in 
design; perhaps they are coroilaries. Prac
tically all of the Broadway first run houses 
are wretchedly overblown for movie purposes. 
Decentralization, or breaking a Capitol audi
ence up into three audiences in rooms of 
agreeable vantages, will not be possible until 
the first run practice is broken up. People 
will continue to jam into the first run mon
ster until first run films are distributed 
simultaneously to a dozen neighborhood 
theaters. 

Commercial avarice is also responsible for 
the crowding of seating space. Radio City is 
the only theater I frequent where it is possi
ble to walk erect into middle seats without 
forcing your fellow fans to suspend them
selves on the upraised edge of their seats or 
risk dislocation of the knee caps. By the 
surrender of six rows the stress could be 
distributed. Another possible remedy might 
be the addition of several more aisles, 
particularly on the dead side walls of the 
houses, and splitting the separate sections so 
that no more than four or five seats are to
gether in a row. These aisles could of course 
be narrower than the ones no-w in use, since 
there are more of them. 

The matter of women's hats is a traditional 
curse of the cinema. Finding myself in the 
shade of some of this foliage I have been em
boldened to tap the lady on the shoulder and 
politely request the removal of the hat. I 
have met only one woman, and then in a pro
jection room, who had the wit to turn around 
and ask if her plumes were in the way. You 
can't admire a woman's hat in the dark, an)'-
way. Perhaps an unwritten law should be 
made that women check their hats in the lobby 
just as Western gunmen were required to 
leave their hardware in the foyer of social 
halls in the old days. Reviving the sound prac
tice of slides on the screen admonishing such 
anti-social practices would also be welcome. 
One-minute shorts could be made in which 
the more palpitatihg male stars would stare 
into the ladies' eyes, smile winningly, and 
chide them against keeping their hats on. 

W e might also learn from the European 
blackout and require white kneepads and 
carapaces on moviegoers whom you stumble 
over in the dark, getting to your seat. Some 
people have the trick of complete invisibility 
and you cannot wait for a snow scene to ven
ture into your chosen seat. 

Prior seating in an empty row gives you 
the privilege of occupying the arm rests and 
your neighbor must become distraught shift
ing his arms about. No wonder people sit on 
their hands. Let some daring entrepreneur sit 
down with pencil and paper and consider the 
general good will he might gain by providing 
arm rests for all. 

Did you ever drop a coin in a movie theater 
and hear it rolling saucily away down the 
slope ?' A small gutter or ridge under each 
p w of seats would break the course of lost 
md rolling objects. 
, One of the worst practices that has ap-

BENEFIT BASKETBALL GAME AND DANCE 
F o r S P A N I S H R E F U G E E S 

Featuring 

RENAISSANCE A. C. vs, ALL STAR PROS 
CHAMPIONSHIP NEGRO TEAM 

and 

D I C K M E S S N E R A N D H I S O R C H E S T R A 

SAT. A P R I L 1 2 , 1 9 4 1 ADMISSION 7 5 c ^i7^^7S^%?^ 
8:30 P.M. B'way & 66th St. 

Ausp i ices—VETERANS O F T H E A B R A H A M LINCOLN B R I G A D E 
66 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C , AL 4-0685 

Tickets on sale at Vets' Headquarters, Bookshop, 50 E. 13 St., Bookfair, 133 W. 44 St. 

We are pleased to announce that 

PAUL CROSBIE 
INSURANCE 

is now associated' with us 
• 

Life Insurance • Fire Insurance • Burglary Insurance • Automobile Insurance • Accident and 
Health Insurance • Hospitalization Insurance • Insurance Consultants to Groups and Individuals 

TRADE UNION AGENCY 
42 Broadway HAnover 2-3435 

Mediseovering American History 

New Masses Readers League 

is proud to present 

HERBERT APTHEKER 
Noted American historian and author of "The Negro in the Civil War," "Negro Slave Revolts in 

the U. S. (1526-1860)," "The Negro in the Abolitionist Movement," etc. 

Saturday afternoons at 2:30 

in a series of six lectures 

1. Jeffersonianism. 
April 12th 

2. Jacksonian Era. 
Apri l 19th 

3. Slavery and Political 
Struggles 

April 26th 

4. Civil War and Industrial 
Capitalism. 

May 3rd 

5. Reconstruction—^the battle for 
democracy. 

May 10th 

6. Origins of American Imperial
ism. 

May 17th 

25c per lecture $ 1.25 for series 

MALIN STUDIOS 
135 West 44th St. 

NM READERS LEAGUE 

12th Floor 461 4th Ave., N. Y. C. 
Please enroll me in your course of 6 lectures—"Rediscovering American History." 
Enclosed Is ($1.25) 

Name 

Address 

^ M April 15, 1941 29 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



Annual Dance 

of the 

\H§u) york Legal Staff 

INTERNATIONALLABOR DEFENSE 

INDEFEfiSEOFLABOI^SkKiHTS" 

at the 

Hotel Capitol, 51 Street at 8th Ave., N.Y. 

Saturday Evening, April 19 

Subscription, $1 (may be purchased in 

advance from ILD office, 112 E. 19 St.) 

Big 

1>O\\QT*% 

Worth! 
To its regular subscription rates 
HEW MASSES has added a 

special offer for new readers 

10 WEEKS FOR $1 
just Jill out and mail this form 

NEW MASSES, 461 FOURTH AVE., N . Y . C. 

Please enter my subscription to T^ew Massei 
for the period indicated by the checkmark. 

D $1.00—10 weeks 

n $5.00 one year 

D Special 2 year Rate: $8.00: SAVINGS 
$2.00 

D Special 3 year Rate $11.00: SAVINGS 
$4.00 

D Special Life Rate $100.00 

Name ^ 

Address 

City State 
4-15-41 

peared in recent years in the movie palaces 
is the complete nonsense of drawing the cur
tain between each subject on the bill. There's 
nothing behind the curtain but the screen and 
the first frames of the main title are weirdly 
distorted as it is projected on this stupid cur
tain. Run the curtain once, if you must, dur
ing the two-minute intermission that clears 
the house, but hands ofl between subjects. 

Equally infuriating is the red or blue foot-
light turned on the screen at the beginning 
and end of a film. T h e director made the film 
to begin and end in itself—in black and white. 
Away with this absurdity! 

The matter of program credits is another 
classic malpractice of the movies. Hollywood 
films generally carry the cast of characters at 
the beginning and end of the film, but for a 
short time, and again distorted by the ubiqui
tous curtain. A hundredth of the ballyhoo fund 
on a nationally disitributed film could be al
lotted to simple printed programs carrying 
this information, which the audience could 
carry out of the theaters for perusal over 
a coke. This idea alone would revolutionize 
public awareness that there is more to the 
film than Robert Taylor and Hedy Lamarr. 
These programs could be distributed to every 
crossroads theater along with the cans of 
film, and have space for the manager's own 
imprint; could, in fact, be mailed before
hand by the manager as advertisement for the 
picture. Children who collect fan photos would 
treasure these souvenirs and learn something 
of the people who make the movie. 

I am not so impractical that I would ob
ject to the love, fear, and violence appeals of 
movie advertising, but there are several things 
that might be squeezed in under the closeups 
of the stars—such as the playing times of 
the feature to encourage the growing practice 
of entering the theater at the beginning of 
the drama. Not having this information works 
no hardship on a reviewer whose familiarity 
with plot cliches allows him to fill in the 
rest of the plot no matter at what point he 
begins the film. But others are not voca
tionally fortunate and are sometimes puzzled 
upon encountering the middle of a plot they 
haven't seen for five years. 

Newspapers might invite from the movie 
houses the same sort of orderly advertisement 
they afford the legitimate theater, in this 
case alphabetized by stars rather than the 
titles of pictures. As a concession to the spe
cial nature of film advertising appeal, small 
standardized symbols could be included in 
these uniform ads. For straight love melo
drama a pair of ripe lips; for romantic comedy 
smiling lips; for Westerns a small smoking 
gun; for Dead End movies a battered ash 
can; for the British Army in India a glorious 
Union Jack. T h e possibilities are endless. No 
more than symbols, sometimes in limited com
binations, would cover Hollywood's yearly 
output. 

These are my maximum demands. I'll settle 
for the removal of useless curtains and red 
footlights. 

J O B S M I T H . 

NEW MASSES C l a s s i f i e d Ads 
SOe a line. Payable in Advance. Min. charge $1.10 
Approx. 7 wordt to a line. Deadline Fri. A p.m. 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

Will rent—sell—NEW 10 room H O t J S E — F U R N I S H E D 
—Suitable 1 or more families—1 hour N. Y. C.—Private 
S W I M M I N G P O N D — B E A U T I F U L ACRES—2 Baths 
—2 Kitchens—Tennis, Riding, Golf. Call W I 6-1441. 

Extensive Collection Radical Writings For Sale. 300 
Volumes, 1500 Pamphlets, Periodical Files, Sacrifice For 
Cash. Reply Suggesting Appointment. N. M. Box 1758. 

FURS 

S K I L L E D F U R CRAFTSMAN offers you exception
ally ^ low rates on custom made coats and jackets. Re
pairing and Remodeling impeccably performed. Storage 
vaults at Revillon Freres. Minimum $2.50. ARMAND 
E T SOEUR, 145 West 30th St. CHickering 4-1424. 

INSURANCE 

Whatever your needs — PAUL CROSBIE, established 
since 1908 — F R E Q U E N T SAVINGS, 42 Broadwav. 
T R A D E U N I O N AGENCY. Tel. HAnover 2-3435. 

PIANO TUNING 

P I A N O TUNING, regulating, repairing and voicing. 
Member Nat'l Ass'n Piano Tuners, Inc. Ralph J. Apple-
ton, 505 Fifth Avenue, Tel. MUrray Hill 2-2291J. 

POSTAGE STAMPS WANTED 

Send 3c for buying list showing high prices paid for 
fine used and mint U. S. commems. Raise money 
for your favorite charity by selling the commemorative 
stamps you get on letters. STAMPAZINE, 315 (M) 
West 42nd Street, New York City. 

SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

W O R K E R S SCHOOL. Spring Term Registration now 
going on! Complete program of Marxist-Leninist courses. 
Room 301, 35-East 12th Street. 

STUDIO FOR RENT 

STUDIO accommodating 500, but cozy when occupied 
by small groups. F O R RENT, Week-day, Week-end, 
Evenings. Convenient to transportation. Call CAl 5-3076, 
from 10 A.M. to 6 P.M., or write STUDIO, 303 West 
125th Street, N. Y. C. 

VACATION RESORTS 

TANGLEWOOD—For delightful vacation, week-end. In
formal atmosphere; delicious food; recreational facilities 
—$38 week, $3 day. Woodstock 14 F13 ; Tanglewood, 
WOODSTOCK, N. Y. 

WEARING APPAREL 

MISS GOODMAN. Model Clothes (Dresses, Coats, Cos
tumes). Wear the unmistakable stamp of quality and 
styling. You pay for values, not snooty labels. Hand 
Made HATS from $5. 474 Tth Ave. (36 St.) L A 4-4013. 

WANTED FOR NEW MASSES 

CAMPUS AGENTS WANTED by NEW/MASSES. En
terprising students can earn high commissions through 
sale of subscriptions and individual copies. For details 
wri te: Promotion Director, NEW MASSES, 461 Fourth 
Avenue, New York City. 

N E W MASSES would be grateful for V O L U N T E E R 
clerical H E L P in circulation campaign. Apply Room 
1204, 461 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C. 

"~GOINGS ON 
MARXIST ANALYSIS O F T H E W E E K ' S NEWS, by 
Joseph Starobin, editor New Masses, Sunday, April 13th, 
8:30 P.M. Workers School, 50 East 13 Street. Admis
sion 25 cents. 

msms'mBhK& R E L A X ! 
Bring your country togs and have a fling at 
Spring in tills delightful mountain hide
away. All outdoor sports in season. In
doors: Table Tennis, Dancing, Recordings. 
Library, Open-hearth Fires, Delicious Food, 
Cozy Quarters, Genial Company. 

$27.50 per week (3 per room) LUXURY LODGE $35 per wk. 
$30.00 per week (2 per room) Extra days over I wk. pro rata 

WOODBOURNE, N. Y. 
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New Recordings 
Brahms is given a briUiant reading by 

Toscanini 

COLUMBIA has just reissued two of the 
best known symphonies: the Beethoven 

"Eroica" and Brahms' "Third ." Bruno Wal
ter's forthright reading reveals the essential 
character and sweep of the Beethoven music, 
while Frederic Stock with the Chicago Or
chestra, although treating the Brahms with 
consistent sympathy, presents no more than a 
workman-like job, straight and academic. 

The recording of Brahms' "Second Piano 
Concerto" with Toscanini conducting the 
N B C Orchestra and Vladimir Horowitz as 
soloist, is the Victor disc for March. This com
bination, together with an especially careful 
engineering job, results in a recording far 
beyond the average. The tonal power, the 
thematic growth, the relationship and balance 
of orchestral choirs and solo instrument are 
executed with the brilliance we have come to 
expect from Toscanini. If you are accustomed 
to the tempos of Arthur Schnabel's recording 
of this concerto, you may find Horowitz un
comfortably slow. 

An opportunity to understand the evolution 
of music during the Middle Ages may now 
be enjoyed on a new Victor set called "Medie
val and Renaissance Choral Music." Starting 
with a hymn composed about the year 995 
A.D., it traces the various types of medieval 
music, through the Gregorian Chants to the 
religious pieces of Orlando, de Lassus, and 
Palestrins. The vague, floating character of 
this music may sound strangely thin to the 
modern ear, but on repeated hearings the 
listener will discover a serene kind of beauty, 
and a type of esthetic reaction that cannot be 
experienced in music of relatively recent times. 
The level of performance and material is ex
tremely high. The Choir of the Pius X School 
of Liturgical Music, who perform these works, 
possess remarkable intonation and purity of 
tone. 

Keynote Recordings' latest addition to the 
swelling list of musical Americana is a col
lection of songs of the American Southwest 
called T h e Old Chisholm Trai l . T h e special 
histrionic and vocal talents of Tony Kraber 
are well suited to the requirements of these 
ballads. Especially ingenious is his rollicking 
delivery of "Rye Whiskey," and the lyrical 
"Green Grow the Lilacs," "Blood on the 
Saddle,"' "Kansas City Boys," "The Tender
foot," "The Boll Weevil Song" are some of 
tke other titles in a handsome album that 
brings the color and expression of the South
west into your parlor. 

Lou COOPER. 

NEW MASSES 
BOOKS 

SPECIAL COMBINATION OFFER 

I YEAR OF NM + A NEW BOOK 
[NEW MASSES' regular yearly subscription rate is $5.00] 

THIS WEEK'S BEST BUY 
Our S i f t 

Combination 
Price You Save 

*DEMOCRACY AND SOCIAL CHANGE by Harry 
F. Ward list price $2.50 $6.00 

*The first ten orders received will be filled with autographed 
copies. 

THE WAY OUT by Earl Browder . . list price $ 1.25 5-25 

ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY. PRIVATE PROPERTY AND 
THE STATE, by Frederic Engels list price $1.00 5.25 

AMERICA IS WORTH SAVING by Theodore Dreiser 
list price $2.50 5.75 

THE FAT YEARS AND THE LEAN by Bruce Minton 
and John Stuart list price $2.50 

AMBASSADOR DODD'S DIARY . . list price $3.50 

THIS IS MY OWN by Rockwell Kent list price $3.50 

A TREASURY OF AMERICAN SONG by Clin Downes 
and Elie Siegmeister . . . . list price $5.00 7.50 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS 
(Autobiography) list price $5.00 7.50 

$1.50 

1.00 

.75 

1.75 

6.00 

6.50 

6.50 

1.50 

2.00 

2.00 

2.50 

2.50 

FILL OUT THIS ORDER NOW: 

I 
I NEW MASSES, 461 Fourth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
' Gentlemen: 

1 I wish to take advantage of your combination book-arrd-subscription offer. 
I Enclosed find $ 

I The book I desire is 

I Please send it to : 

I Name 

I Address 

I City State 

The one-year subscription (or renewal) to NEW MASSES you may send t o : 

Name 

Addr I Address 

I City 

I 
State 

4-15-41 
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