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Love, and there has not been a more warlike
movie in twenty years, [t is dxsguxsed as a
bedroom farce of the I Mer Him in Paris
school. Claudette Colbert, in one modish out-
fit ‘after another, coyly eludes the arms of Ray
Milland (who is described, save the mark,

" as a tired liberal because he fought with the

loyalists in Spain), to the accompaniment of
some of the dirtiest lines to affront the Legion
of Decency since the start of the war hysteria.
After Arise My Lave I am prepared for any-
thing. I didn’t see No, No, Nanette but 1
wouldn’t be surprised if that turned out to be
war propaganda, too.
DawisL Topp.

“Little Symphony”

The masters are intelligently per-
formed by new musical organization.

ANIEL SAIDENBERG, who has won a
D considerable reputation in Chicago as
the organizer and conductor of a popular
“Little Symphony” Orchestra, made his New
York debut with a similar group at Town
Hall last week. Breezing through an un-
hackneyed program of -eighteenth century
classics and contemporary works, Mr. Saiden-
berg proved that he has the “little symphony”
situation well under control. In a relatively
short time he has produced an ensemble that
is closely knit, technically sound, and excep-
tionally strong in matters of balance and
pitch.

The conductor devotes his energies to high-
ly intelligent and straightforward readings
into which he injects freshness and vigor.
In the eighteenth century group, his interpre-
tations of a Boyce “Prelude and Fugue” and
a Bach two-piano concerto (with Mr. and
Mrs. Bela Bartok as soloists) were devoid
of the frills and elegances accorded to such
works by romantically inclined performers.
Instead, he conducted them in a sturdy style
—a style probably closest to the manner in
which their composers intended them to be
played. A Mozart ‘“Divertimento in D’
scored for string orchestra and horns, was
sparkling and brisk. Rarely, in my experience,
has Mozart been so refreshingly performed.

Presented in the second half was the pre-
miere of Aaron Copland’s “Quiet City.” This
is an atmospheric composition, expertly
wrought, with a sustained mood that grows
into an effective piece of musical imagery.
The magnificent trumpet playing by Harry
Glantz (borrowed from the Philharmonic)
aided considerably. The program concluded
with the Bloch “Concerto Grosso” for string
orchestra and piano. This kind of music al-
ways sounds ‘“‘correct.” But its dependence on
established forms, and consequent lack of
pioneering with progressive techniques corre-
sponding to the times, makes it neither im-
portant nor interesting.

Definitely the Saidenberg Little Symiphony
should become a permanent institution in the
musical life of New York.

Lou CoorEr,
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+ plus + + +

A NEW BOOK

Our Gift
Combination

Price
ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY AND PRlVATE PROPERTY
by Frederic Engels . list price $1.00  $5.00

LABOR IN WARTIME by John Steuben list price $1.00 5.00
MY SISTER EILEEN by Ruth McKenney . list price $2.00 6.00

THE McKENNEYS CARRY ON by Ruth McKenney .
list price $2.00 6.00

SCIENCE IN EVERYDAY LIFE by J. B. S. Haldane
list price $2.00 6.00

WE ARE MANY by Ella Reeve Bloor . list price $2.25  _ 6.00

WHY FARMERS ARE POOR by Anna Rochester
fist price $2.25 6.00

AMERICA 1S WORTH SAVING by Theodore Dreiser
list price $2.50 6.00

*THE FAT YEARS AND THE LEAN by Bruce Minton and
John Stuart . . list price $2.50 6.00

DIALECTICS OF NATURE by Frederlc Engels list price $2.50 6.00

DEMOCRACY AND SOCIAL CHANGE by Harry F. Ward
list price $2.50 6.00

RACE: SCIENCE AND POLITICS by Ruth Benedict
list price $2.50 6.00

THE MAN WHO LOVED CHILDREN by Christina Stead
list price $2.75 6.00

WITCH HUNT by George Seldes . list price $2.76 6.00
THE OLD BUNCH by Meyer Levin list price $3.00 6.00
THE CHUTE by Albert Halper list price $2.50 6.00

THE BOOK OF AMERICAN NEGRO SPIRITUALS by James
Weldon Johnson and Rosamund Johnson list price $2.95 6.50

THIS 1S MY OWN by Rockwell Kent list price $3.50 6.50

NEW THEATRES FOR OLD by Mordecai Gorelik
list price $4.50 7.25

A TREASURY OF AMERICAN SONG by Olin Downes and
Elie Siegmeister . . . list price $5.00 7.50

* Not available for several weeks.

FILL OUT THIS ORDER NOW:

NEW MASSES, 481 Fourth Ave,, New York, N. Y.
Gentlemen:
| wish to teke advantage of your combination book-and-subscription offer. Enclosed
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NEW MASSES CELEBRATES

- *

IN A WORLD shaken with the explosions of war, occasions for rejoicing are fraglca"yfew But even in -

turmoil and in tragedy there is time for tribute to honest men, to great ideas. Thirty years ago, in 1911,
honest men motivated by the dream of a great and a free America founded a publication that this nation
needed. America needs it foday and therefore it exists, stronger in the certainty of its message, surer
of its pathway, more confident of the backing of all men who refuse to be cowed by tyranny. o

MEN like Lincoln Steffens saw the MASSES for its worth, wrote for it, championed it. Men like Randolph
Bourne, like John Reed, lived and died for the idea this magazine has never abandoned. No millionaires
endowed it, yet it grew four-fold since 1934, in the midst of the great depression. Seven years ago it
became a weekly, for that was the will of its readers. Today NEW MASSES is thirty years old, and stronger
than ever. Indeed, a time for all honest men to celebrate. Therefore- the edﬁ'ors announce a special anni-
versary edition of sixty-four pages, on the stands February 12.

AMONG the writers and artists who will appear in its pages are: Theodore Dreiser, Genevieve Tag-
gard, D. N. Pritt, Sara Bard Field, William Blake, Paul Robeson, John Howard Lawson, Meridel Le Sueur,
Samuel Sillen, Earl Browder, Max Yergan, William Gropper. Georges Schreiber, Art Young. Hugo Gellert,
Louis Lozowick, and many others. |

THIS issue will appear in 100,000 copies. It will be an issue to treasure for many years to come.

I""""'"'""""" SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY OFFER """"""""i
20 Weeks for $2.00 '

NEW MASSES
461 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y.
Gentlemen:

Enclosed please find $2.00 for which you may enter my 20-week subscrip-
tion beginning with your Anniversary lssue. 7
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