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In response to innumerable requests
NEW MASSES

s happy to announce
another eveming of

“INTERPRETATION, PLEASE!"

this time on
LITERATURE AND SOCIAL ISSUES

Panel of Experts

WILLIAM BLAKE

Author of “The World Is Mine,” “The Painter and the Lady,”
“An American Looks at Karl Marx,” etc.

J ALVAH BESSIE

Drama Critic, New Masses, author of “Men in Battle,” “Dwdl
in the Wilderness,” etc.

o ~ ALBERT MALTZ

Author of “Underground Stream,” “The Way Things Are”
“Stevedore,” etc.

o JOSHUR KUNITZ

Authority on Soviet Literature, author of “Dawn over Samar-
kand,” co-author of “Voices of October,” etc.

. ISIDOR SCHNEIDER

Poet, critic, author of “Comrade Mister,” “From the Kingdom
of Necessity,” etc.

° - SENDER GARLIN

Well known literary editor, writer, lecturer.
—Interlocutor.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23rd—38:30 PP. M.
WEBSTER HALL-—119 E. 11 ST.

Al tickets are 50c—Reserved section for those buying in advance at NEW MASSES, Workers Bookshop, §0 E.
13 .$t., Bookfair, 133 W, 44 St., New York City, Modern Book Shop, 216 Halsey St., Newark, N. J.

about whether this country will ever produce
a composer of major proportions, let them
stop worrying, for right in their midst is the
brilliant and immensely endowed Marc Blitz-
stein.

LEAGUE OF COMPOSERS CONCEkT

You rarely hear anyone mention, “Les
Six” any more. But about 1922 the entire
music world was agog about a group of six
French composers who sardonically violated
every accepted precept of music. These en-
fants terribles 1abored under the motto “Shock
the bourgeoisie,” and in the main succeeded.
Their attitude derived from the atmosphere
of post-war disillusionment in which cynicism
and novelty flourished. This group regarded
“oreat ideals” with deep disdain and claimed
only ordinary things were worth while, Their.
definition of ordinary was very flexible and
could extend to writing about bar rooms or
vacuum cleaners. To these composers the
grandiloquent music of the romanticists and
the abstractions of the Debussy impressionists
were identified with the smug middle-class
audience whom they disliked intensely. The
spearhead - of this group, Darius Milhaud,
wrote such items as “An Oxen on the Roof,”
and a song cycle which utilized a mail order
catalogue for its subject matter. Nevertheless,
his music possessed a certain rude, rugged
strength, both appealing and skillful. “La
Creation Du Monde”; “Soldades de Brazil”
(written after a visit to Brazil); “Poemes
Juifs,” and the opera “Christophe Colomb”
were compositions that succeeded in establish-
ing Milhaud as a prominent musical figure,
During the Popular Front period, he associ-
ated himself with progressive trends. He
wrote music for important films and composed

a piece called “Death of a Tyrant.”

It was therefore with great eagerness that
many of us looked forward to the concert
sponsored by the League of Composers at the
Museum of Modern Art where an entire eve-
ning was devoted to the more recent of Mil-
haud compositions. Eagerness was soon trans-
formed into keen disappointment when it be-
came clear as the evening unfolded that Mil-
haud was slipping backward. Here was music
that was hardly shocking, but on the contrary
was mild and repetitious. I doubt whether it
would offend even the most conservative

~ listener. “Le Voyage D’Ete” (1940) was a

song cycle written to an insipid text. Floating,
vague, and dull, it sounded like a lifeless
shadow of Debussy. Just as flat was “La Can-
tate de Uenfant et de la Mere” (1938), which.
employed the services of a diseuse, a string
quartet, and a piano. Again the text covered
such a trivial subject that it would have been
ridiculous to attach music of any import to it.
And none ever came! The bulk of the eve-
ning’s music was of a similar caliber except
for two vigorous excerpts from ‘Christophe
Colomb’ and some fine piano pieces played by
the composer at the tail end of the program.

Milhaud is unquestionably a gifted com-
poser. As a reaction from the days when he
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sowed his wild oats, he seems to be drifting
towards some form of neo-impressionism. This
is dangerous because creative artists who re-
fuse to go forward find themselves riding in
reverse. Stravinsky, the outstanding composer
of the early part of the century, hit the back-
ward route via neo-classicism. As a composer
he is today virtually sterile. Milhaud must
recognize that his most accepted works were
concerned with subjects that said something.
He can never hope to progress if he fusses
with trivialities in order not tc offend the
very audience he once took such delight in
shockmg There is a vast audience capable of
enjoying a music that deals with the vital cur-
rents of contemporary events and people. If
Milhaud continues working along the lines he
seems to be following at present, he will soon
sink into oblivion. For the composer of “Sol-
dades de Brazil” that would be a tragedy.
Lou CooPERr.

“Arsenic and Old Lace”

A review of Joseph Kesselring’s new
mystery play.

F YOU can buy a tickét, go to the Fulton
Theater and see Arsenic and Old Lace,

the indescribable mystery play by Joseph Kes-
selring, which has been announced hereabouts
for at least a year, and has finally arrived.
Nothing like it has been seen before on land,
sea, or in the air, let alone on the stage. You
should know that from the title—which is
perfect.

On the off-chance that you haven’t read
the daily reviews, I am not going to tell you
the plot. Those daily reviewers who did tell
the plot did you and the playwright and the
actors a distinct disservice. For the fun in-
volved in this one is so dependent upon the
element of surprise inherent in the script,
that to tell the plot is to spoil much of the
fun. Suffice it to say that it has to deal with
multiple murder done in an old Brooklyn
mansion, and that, if you can imagine murder
being funny, it is the funniest play you will
see this year, bar none.

The ingenuity of the playwright, which is
considerable, has been (if possible) topped by
the production—a beautiful ensemble directed
by Bretaigne Windust in 2 Raymond Sovey
set, and performed by a galaxy of superior
performers. It would be difficult to single out
any single actor for special praise, for the per-
formances of Josephine Hull, John Alexander,
Jean Adair, Anthony Ross, Helen Brooks,
Allyn Joslyn, Edgar Stehli, and the original
Boris Karloff form a collectivity that does not
permit of ready analysis.

Without saying any more, I insist that this
is a rave review of an excruciatingly funny
mystery melodrama (thoroughly superficial to
be sure) that should put you in stitches at
regular three-minute intervals, and leave you
limp at the final curtain. In these days, no
small boon.

ArvaH BESSIE.

o

Mecea Auditorium
130 W. 56th St. CO 5-90389

“Dramatically staged . . . very exciting in performance, Mr. Blitzstein’s music, joyous
and dramatic by turns, gives the characters flesh, blood, humor, love, loyalty, indigna
tion, courage and all the qualities of lively, likable human beings.” F

NO FOR AN ANSWER

An Opera in 2 Acts by

MARC BLITZSTEIN

SUNDAY EVENING, JANUARY 19, 8:40 CURTAIN

—Brooks Atkinson, New York Ttmes.

Tickets: only 500 at $1.10
only 500 at $1.65

A NEW SOVIET lFILM TRIUMPH!

“THE GREAT BEGINNING”

Also latest Soviet and American news and shorts
Continuous from 10:30 A.M. till midnight
15¢ to 1 P.M. — Afternoons 20c¢
IRVING PILACE THEATRE
Irving Place at 14th St., N. Y.

“The New Home for Exclusive Foreign Films”

FIFTH BIG WEEK!

“It is a picture no well-informed person can afford to -miss.” °
—N. Y. Post
Artkino presents

“MANNERHEIM LINE”

(Spoken in English)
MIAMI PLAYHOUSE
6th Avenue near 47th Street
200 to | P.M. weekdays — Cont. from (0 A.M,

“The first completely gay comedy of this season®
—Atkinson, Times

“Uproarious comedy . . . shook the Biltmore like am
esarthquake of laughter’*~—Brown, Post

MAX GORDON presents

My Sister EILEEN

A New Comedy by

JOSEPH FIELDS and JEROME CHODOROV
Based on the stories by RUTH McKENNEY

Staged by GEORGE S. KAUFMAN

BILTMORE THEATRE, 47th St. W. of B’way CI. 6-9353
EVENINGS, 8:40 — MATINEES WED. and SAT. 2:40

For Placing Earl Browder, James W.
Ford and Ben Rubin on the ballot in
Reading, Pa.

24° YEARS IN PRISON TERMS—
SO FAR
32 INDICTMENTS
4 CONVICTIONS ﬁ
12 MORE TRIALS
Get the Inside Story

DANCE

Frankie Newton & Orchestra
Listen to
Leadbelly’s Folk Songs
Guests of Honor: A

DAVID LEVINSON-——attorney for
Sacco and Vanzetti, Dimitroff
at the Reichstag Fire Trial,
Luiz Carlos Prestes, and is now
attorney for Ben Rubin.

BEN RUBIN—25-year-old Commu-
nist Party organizer of Read-
ing, wounded in Spain and
cited for bravery. Indicted 13
times, sentenced to 17 years,
and still fighting.

REV. MAX C. PUTNEY — Exec.
Sec’y Berks County Civil Lib-
erues Comm., arrested for

“conspiracy”” on his way to a ||
protest meeting of the com-
mittee,

Auspices: Berks County Civil Liberties
Committee, N. Y. Branch
Endorsed by Veterans of the Ahraham
Lincoln Brigade
HOTEL DIPLOMAT
108 West 43rd Street

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24th, 8:30 P.M.
ADMISSION 55 CENTS

———

Tickets on sale at Workers Bookalmp, 50 E, 13 St

LINCOLN STEFFENS LODGE 500, 1.W.0.

'HONORS
ROCKWELL KENT

artist, author, illustrator
Vica-President, International Workers Order

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 6 P.M. to Midnight,
- at 77 Fifth Avenue, New York City

Wm. Gropper, Master of Ceremonies
John T. Bernard, Ex-Congressman from Minnesota

Music by Miss Yac Tschin-Schin, distinguished
Chinese pianist

ADMISSION TO AFFAIR FREE

Spaghetti Dinner 49¢ for those who have a hunger )

“the jood is swell, the price is low”

LIBERTY RESTAURANT
and CAFETERIA

Table Service & Self-Service
Supper served from 5 to 8 -~ Catering our specialty

Prompt service on outgoing orders
262 Fifth Ave. (at 29th Sireet) N.Y.C. LE 2-6931

Book Fair, 133 W, 44 St,

1940 NEW MASSES
INTHREE BOUND VOLUMES

$4.00

At no more than the bare cost
of binding, NM readers may get
these three volumes, beautifully
bound, containing the 52 issues of
NM fior 1940.

This offer is good for only ten

days. Readers wanting to take ad-

vantage of it should immediately

fill- out this order:
NEW MASSES, 461 Fourth Ave.,, N. Y. C.
Gentlemen :

Enclosed find $4.00 for which please send me

the three volumes of the 1940 N Mp
Name
Address
City . . . . . . . . . . State . . . .
1-21-41




