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NEW MASSES

is proud to announce a campaign to
distribute thousands of copies of

Complete, with illustrations, 368 Pages

Single copies 35c
5100

Written by the dean of the largest cathe-
dral in England, SOVIET POWER is a

Three copies for

" sincere and dignified work. The force

and power of this great book, the emi-
nence and dignity of its author make it
an effective aid in improving relations
between the people of the United States
and the U.S.S.R.

SOVIET POWER should be read and
distributed by every friend of the Soviet
Union. We know you will want to do
your share to spread the truth as told by
the Dean of Canterbury.

NEW MASSES ASKS YOU TO

1—Order three, six, nine, fifteen, or even
twenty-five copies of the book. (35¢
each, three copies for a Dollar.)

2—Mail copies of SOVIET POWER to

a list of your friends. Ask them to

- read it and to pay for it. Most of

them will want additional copies for
their friends.

3—Let us know how you like the book
and how many copies you intend to
distribute.

New Masses, 461 Fourth Ave., New York, N.Y.
Please send me.......... copies of SOVIET
POWER. I enclose $............ to cover cost
of same. (No charge for postage on orders of
three or more copies. For single copies add 5¢
to cover mailing cost.)

Name .
Address .
City . . .

neither do you suspect the real culprit, and if
you have sat through the play thus far you
will be considerably exasperated, for Mz,
Davis pulls a very shabby and unsubstantial
trick on his audience, by introducing in the
last two minutes of action a vast amount of
hitherto concealed information.

As the Norths, Albert Hackett and Peggy
Conklin are close to the conception of the
originals; particularly Miss Conklin, in her
simulation of brainlessness. She is the sort of
gal who parks by hydrants, loses all her house-
keys, never understands the issues, talks in-
cessantly and to no purpose. (Only I wish
Miss Conklin, who possesses genuine charm
and prettiness, would develop at least one
other key to her voice—she speaks continuously
in A-flat—very). Millard Mitchell makes an
excellent stage detective of the traditional va-
riety, Philip Ober an excellent ditto of the
more modern school. Both are amiability per-
sonified. The other players do not matter very
much, :

But I do not think you will find Mr. and
Mrs. North as hilarious as they might have
been, for Mr. Davis’ drama is slow, mechani-
cal, and uninspired, and the ingenuity so much
desired in murder mysteries Is conspicuously
lacking.

ArvaH BEssiE.

Movie Roundup

Daniel Todd discusses “Night Train”
and “Comrade X.” -

6 IGHT TRAIN,” a new spy picture from
the British Ministry of Information,

is something like The Lady Vanishes. It be-

gins with a long trucking shot in the midst
of high mountains; much of its action takes
place on a train; and it has the same pretty
heroine and the same two comic English
tourists who, in The Lady Vanishes, became
entangled in international intrigue when they
wanted to be left alone to talk about cricket.
There are several reasons why Night Train
is not as good as its model. The characters
escape several times, from three different coun-
tries, and with so much ground to cover, the
director, Carol Reed, has no time to stop for
small details. The heroine gets out of a Ger-
man concentration camp simply by ripping a
hole in the barbed wire; in the next scene she
is landing in England. Carol Reed has prob-
ably not seen any American prison pictures,
which I don’t think are exported to England.
They teach a lesson about prison breaks.
Prison breaks are credible only when the phys-
ical aspects of the prison have been thoroughly
explained so you can see what problems the

prisoners face on their way out. Alfred Hitch- -

cock would take two reels to get his prisoners
out of concentration camp.

The plot of Night Train is not unpleas-
antly realistic. The heroine’s father is an in-
ventor of armor plate employed at the Skoda
plant in Czechoslovakia, and in May 1939
he is hustled aboard a plane for England to
keep his secret out of German hands. This
displays an alarming naivete about the ways

~
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NEW MASSES Classified Ads

Min. charge $1.50
Deadline Fri. 4 p.m.

50c a line. Payable in Advance.
Approx, 7 words to a line.

INSURANCE

Whatever your needs — PAUL CROSBIE, established
since 1908—FREQUENT SAVINGS, 135 William St.,
N. Y. Tel. BEekman 38-5262.

PEASANT CRAFTS

Peasant Crafts, 55 W, 42 St.,, NYC. IMPORTS from
USSR, MEXICO, haud made Sterling Jewelry, Carvings,
Dolls, Brassware, Leathers. IMPORTERS’ BRICES,

POSITION WANTED

COUPLE looking for WORK in a CAMP., MAN as
cook, WIFE as ASSISTANT and HOSTESS, Write
NM, Box 1750, )

REGISTRATION—SCHOOLS—INSTRUCTION

RUSSIAN LESSONS, Indivilual or Group, by expe-
rienced Rusian University Graduate Instructress. Drill in
conversation, Grammar and Writing. Tel. SLocum 6-2038.

NEW THEATER SCHOOL, 110 W, 47th St, CH. 4-
8198. Lem Ward, Director. Day and Eve, Courses. . . .
Acting, Directing, Playwriting, Speaking. Low Tuition!
Also Children’s Classes. Traiming_ for Theater leadership
in Labor Groups. NEW TERM Feb. 3. Catalog “F.”

STUDIO FOR RENT

STUDIO accommodating 500, but cozy when occupied
by small groups, FOR RENT, Week-days, Week-ends,
Evenings. Convenient to transportation. Call CAl 5-3076
from 10 AM. to 6 P.M., or write STUDIO,-303 West
125th Street, N, Y. C.

VACATION RESORTS

BARLOW FARM FOR ICE SKATING AND SKIING.
OPEN ALL YEAR, FREE BOOKLET. SHERMAN
ON CANDLEWOOD LAKE, CONN. TEL. NEW
MILFORD 756-J-3.

WEARING APPAREL

“VALUES NOT LABELS” at MISS GOODMAN’S
who is_having a_special reduction on all her exclusive
Model Dresses, Coats and Stunning Dinner and Evening
Gowns, 474 Tth Ave, (86 St.) LA 4-4013.

GOINGS ON

A. B. MAGIL, editor NEW MASSES, analyzes the
week’s events, Sunday, January 26, 8:30 P.M. Workers
School, 50 East 13 Street. 25 cents.

THE AMERICAN DREAM

is the title of the

Thirtieth Anniversary Issue
'NEW MASSES
Don'f Miss IH
Waich for It!

OUT ON FEB. 14

Please mention NEW MAssEs when patrowizing advertisers
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| of munitions makers, particularly of Skoda,
| which had recently been purchased from
isclllleidel' Creusot by Krupp. A munitions
. plant can work well under any regime, and
| Skods, feeling that it could work best under
‘the Nazis, had been contributing to Hitlet’s
| campaign fund for as long as fifteen years and
‘{kept enough weapons in its store room to
"supply an army corps in case of civil war. The
}inventor naturally appears baffled, but he sub-
'mits to be taken to England, where he is
'promptly kidnaped and carried to Germany
on a submarine, where he is kidnaped and
‘brought back to England by an English secret
‘agent masquerading as a German officer. The
‘excitement is almost too much for him, and
"f he can remember any military secrets after
\a wild ride across a deep gorge with Nazis
ipopping away at him, it’s a wonder. In the
final episode, on the night train from Berlin
to Munich, there is some excitement, but it is
dissipated in a badly handled scene on a cable-
‘car over a gorge between the Reich and
Switzerland. The English are not good at
iprocess shots. Night Train, like other current
‘British melodramas, has the simple cowboy-
and-Indian morality which is typical of offi-
clal art in wartime,

When an anti-Soviet picture is criticized
by the New York T'imes, it is an exceptionally
bad picture. The Times was disappointed in

Comrade X, in which Hedy Lamarr endeav- -

ors to talk like Greta Garbo in Ninotchka,
because about all it says against the Soviet
Union is that in the Soviet Union doors fall
ﬂown when they are slammed too hard. Now
I have never seen any figures on the number
of doors that fall down annually in the Soviet
Unijon, but I don't think it is a particularly
significant index of industrial activity. Com-
rade X also accuses the Russians of believing
in free love.

i The interesting thing about these charges
is that they are old-fashioned. Propaganda in
the press against the Soviet Union has not
mentioned public morals (which are naturally
higher under socialism than under capitalism)
since the early days when “nationalization of
women” was a popular phrase in the commer-
cial papers; and it has not mentioned inefli-
ciency (which is far less, of course, under
socialism than under capitalism—with its un-
employed, its useless competition, its enormous
excess capacity even when producing at top
speed for war) since newspaper editors were
sphttmg with laughter over the first five-year
plan. The fact that the charges are old-fash-
ioned does not make them any less noxious.
MGM intended Comrade X to be a devastat-
ing attack on the labor movement, in Amer-
ica as well as in Russia, and it is full of pointed
remarks about the honesty and discernment
of anyone who desires to improve the world.
The fact that because of corny acting, incred-
ibly bad dialogue and slovenly directing, the
attack is not devastating but ridiculous, does
not make it any less noxious either.

By the way, the Irving Place Theater is
sh:(‘)wing Soviet movies at popular prices.
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NEW WRITING. .. ittt eveet e enanenaanenns ed. by John Lehmann
“Qutstanding . . . present accurately and vividly life of disinherited.”—New Masses
WORKING CLASS WIVES. ... uenerenentenanenansanananns by Margery Spring Rice
MY APPRENTICESHIP—vol 1. ..ot iiiiiiaiieanes by Beairice Webb
MY APPRENTICESHIP—vol 2. ... it iiii i iiainnannnns by Beatrice Webb
“Its worth is guaranteed by her ancient and falthful colleague.”—G. B. Shaw
WARNING FROM THE WEST INDIES.........coivirnrinnnnnn by W. M. MacMillan
VISION AND DIESIGN . .ttt ietreneransrasssnnioesiasersnnerneivees by Roger Fry
Critical essays on primitive and modern art.
THE CENTURY'S POETRY 1837-1037—Vol. 1........ ...t ed. by D. K. Roberts
THE CENTURY’S POETRY 1827-1937—Vol. 2...........coiies ed. by D. K. Roberts
The period between Hood and Hardy and the last fifty years.
INTRODUCING SHAKESPEARE. . ...ttt by G. B. Harrison

Already adopted by ten major universities

GREAT ENGLISH SHORT STORIES. ...t ed. by John Hampden
Defoe to Dickens. )

B 0 A by Holbrook Jackson
Cultural history of England during one of her most productive perieds.

AN INTRODUCTICN TO MODERN ARCHITECTURE............ by J. M. Richards
Explains what “modern architecture is all about.”—The Art Bulletin.

WH AT I8 AR T . it e e e it e aees by D. 8. MacColl
With emphasis on the cid masters. :

TOWN PLANNING. .ottt e ettt s e saaes by Thomas Sharp
Profusely illustrated—a handbook of principles for designing cmes for use.

A SHORT HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE................. by B. Ifor Evans

English literature from Anglo-Saxon days to present.
SEVEN FAMOUS ONE-ACT PLAYS.

MYSTERY AND WHO-DUNIT

TEN MINUTE ALIBL. ... iiitiitiriinriaritraransananenanes by Anthony Armstrong
SPIDER WEB. .. ..ttt e eaireratnarerantonieaanesnnns by Alice Campbell
AN OXTFORD TRAGEDY .. it i by J. C. Masterman
WD D RS HIN S . Lot it it ittt by Oliver Onions
ASEOF THE LATE PIG. ..ot iee i eaeaes by Margery Allingham
“Grade A story”—Will Cuppy.
WITHIN FOUR WALLS . .ottt eiieeieenannenn. by Harrvison and Cartwright
VINTAGE MUERDER. .. ittt isesttntneternurnnnesnensons by Ngaio Marsh
PHYSIOLOGY OF SEX . iiiiiitiininnianionnrnosnseneeceseens by Kenneth Walker
MICROBES BY THE MILLIONS. ... ittt iie i iiiininaaaarans by Dr. Hugh Nicol
Many illustrations and suggestions for experiment.

A HUNDRED YEARS OF PHOTOGRAPHY ... ... vevivviennannnnn by Lucia Moholy
Story of photography from yesterday to today. )
HY DROPONIC S . i i e e e st cie i iea i enas by C. Isabel Hilyer

The growth of vegetable without soil. :
ESSAYS OF A BIOLOGIST . ... ittt it ittt siaeiannann by Julian Huxley
INVENTION . Lo e e e et aes by H, Stafford Hatfield
How recent inventions work.
UR OF THE CHALDEES. ...ttt ittt eiiieneiiinneanns by Sir Leonard Wooley

Excavation of the Chaldees—illustrated.

CLASSICS

A SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY .. .ottt itiniiennnnnenninnennens by Lawrence Sterne
POE’ S LA S . .. i i et by Edgar Allen Poe
SELECTED POEMS.................. PR F N by Robert Browning
MELVILLE S TYPEE . ...ttt ci et ia e ieneneens by Herman Melville
GULLIVER’S TRAVEL S . ... ittt e et by Jonathan Swift
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PENGUIN BOOKS

4] East 28th Street

New

FOUR BOOKS FOR $1.00

York City, N. Y. (Single copies are $.25)

Dear Sirs:

Enclosed find check or money order for
Please send books number

N. M. 1-28-41




IT WAS BORN IN 1911....

Thirty years ago the old "Masses™ was founded.

A sizable span in the lifetime of a man; é brief time historically, yet one of the greatest
periods in man's history. The magazine lived through the World War; one of its editors
heralded the dawn of a new era in his book, ""Ten Days That Shook the World." Now again
it has the task of telling the truth in another cycle of devastating wars. It never flinched in
its assignment these past three decades: it does not fear its responsibilities in the big days to.

come.

For these reasons, the editors plan o celebrate New Masses' thirtieth birthday. We are
preparing a 100,000 anniversary edition of sixty-four pages, out February 14. The details, in-

cluding contributors from the political, literary, and art world, will be announced next week.

Then on Sunday, February 16, a huge birthday party will take place at Manhattan Center.
Earl Browder, Ruth McKenney, Dr. Harry F. Ward, William Gropper, and others will bring per-
sonal greetings; an extensive program of entertainment will include Anna Sokolow, Earl Robin-

son, Billie Holliday, Laura Duncan, and others.

The editors ask you to reserve the date to come to our party as the honored guests. You

made this magazine, kept it alive in the most trying fimes. Come honor it with us.
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