THERE IS STILL TIME

Dear Friends:

And so they have maneuvered America, over the grave of the Unknown Sol-
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war by governments shall be changed to peace by peoples.”
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THE CONVOY CONSPIRACY

It was a week of high drama, a crucial week in Washington. The President’s dilemma. Why he called off 1

his speech. How many ships really were sunk2 A firsthand report by Joseph Starobin.

We deliberately decided not to revise Mr.
Starobin’s article when the last minute news
came in that the President had called off
his speech to the Pan American Union. We
think that this latest development emphasizes
- the accuracy of our editorial two weeks ago—
“Where the War Stands”—and it confirms

our correspondent’s description of the acute

crisis confronting the administration~—THE
Eprrors.

W ashington. )

¥ THE time these lines are read, the Presi-
B dent should have delivered his speech to

the Pan American Union. It is to be
the climax of a whole series of boasts and
blasts, of yelps and imprecations, of brazen
pronunciamentos which have been emanating
from administration spokesmen in such be-
wildering volume during the last fifteen days.
The most considered judgment is that the
President will lay it on thick. In truth, unless
he intends to sound anti-climactic after Secre-
tary Stimson’s demand for convoys last week,
he will have to beat all the drums and tilt the
brass instruments high into the air. The speech
~ to the White House Correspondents dinner
some weeks ago was intended, as people say
here, to “kick the American people in the
pants.” It is probable, therefore, that what
Mr. Roosevelt intends to do this week is to
bat the American people over the head. It is
a remarkable commentary on the crisis which
confronts the administration that the best
language to describe their intentions must be
borrowed from the vocabulary of cave-men.

But the plain fact is that the men who are

running the show in Washington are con-
fronted with a most serious crisis. If our
Founding Fathers had provided for a more

parliamentary form of government, this is the

sort of crisis which might already have forced
a couple of Cabinet members to resign. One
or two under-secretaries might have jumped
into the Potomac by now. Here and there,

. somebody’s mistress would have been found-

poisoned in an obscure boudoir. And the chief
of state would have been fighting for his po-
litical life.

The situation can be put as follows: after
a full year of a most concentrated “educa-
tional” campaign, systematically encouraged
from the White House with the energetic co-
operation of the newsreels, the radio, the
Gallup polls, the press, the pseudo-liberal in-
telligentsia, the American people still aren’t
terribly keen about getting into the war.
Nobody is losing any love for the draft. There
are no demonstrations for the tax program,
and nobody is really excited about convoys.
Mr. Herbert Hoover is understating the case
when he admits that the nation is very much
divided. The very best that can be said from
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the administration’s point of view is that
people are reluctantly resigned, apathetic to
the Roosevelt crusade. To be more accurate,
the White House is being deluged with mail
against war and against convoys every day of
the week. I heard one wisecrack that letters
were coming in for Waoodrow Wilson telling
him to beware, that somebody was following
his footsteps. Mr. Hillman’s activities not-
withstanding, the labor movement is not
hepped on the war. Nor have many Negro
citizens been aroused by the urgency of a “de-
fense” program in which they are forbidden
to participate. Sizable sections of the elec-
torate are beginning to suspect some kind of
hoax. They supported Mr. Roosevelt on the
assumption that by helping Britain (which
most folk see in its humanitarian aspects) we
would nevertheless stay out of the war. But
Mr. ‘Roosevelt -and his closest friends never
really believed this “short of war” business.
Of course, statesmen are never supposed to
believe exactly what they themselves say: the
trouble is that the great majority of people
are less sophisticated and really believed their
Chief Executive. As somebody put it to me,
this short-of-war propaganda was too good.
“It was over-sold.”

MR. ROOSEVELT has come up against this reali-
zation at a most delicate moment in his inter-
national poker game. For one thing, the Brit-
ish seem to be exploiting their own difficulties,
using their own setbacks as a diplomatic
weapon. Dark rumors circulate in Washington

“that unless FDR comes across, the British

may come to terms with Hitler; usually such
rumors come in the form of statements that a
negotiated peace is unthinkable. All winter
long, Sumner Welles was trying to determine
just how many barrels of flour would suffice
to cajole General Weygand from the idea of
closer cooperation with the Nazis. This policy
also seems to be reaching a point of visible
fiasco. Out in the Far East, the Japanese are
working harder than ever for a de facto truce
with the Kuomintang, while in the midst of
discussions about joint naval operations around
Singapore, observers who ought to know sug-
gest that Churchill may be talking things
over with the Japanese ambassador in London.
This kind of doubledealing, it will be re-
called, gave Mr. Stimson, then the Secretary
of State, some rough going during the Man-
churian incident, back in the days when Stim-
son was a younger and a stronger man.

I find in Washington that most American
military men do not expect the British to
make a very strong showing in the Near East,
Churchill’s boast of a half a million men in
Egypt is generally considered to represent a
specimen of the British prime minister’s

legendary command of the English language.

It is impossible to judge how much of this
kind of thing is real, and how much of it is
a form of pressure on the United States. At
any rate, the President is faced with an inter-
national picture in which everybody is playing .
his cards very close, and while FDR has a lot
of aces up his sleeve, the rest of the gamblers
in Berlin and Tokyo and London are playing
their deuces wild. Cn top of it all, the Soviet
Union is taking care of itself very well.
Thus, at the very moment that the Presi-

dent hoped he would have complete control
of the American public, which in itself would
be a very strong card, he discovers he does not
have that control. Some newspapermen tell
me they really think he has lost the initiative
both at home and abroad. Malicious minds
even suggest that Mr. Roosevelt called off
his two press conferences last week for more

-urgent reasons than a slight gastro-intestinal

malaise and two-tenths of a degree of fever,

In the last fifteen days, therefore, the ad-
ministration has been trying to “wake people
up.” Almost every Cabinet member, and even
the under-secretaries, have made at least one
speech. It looked for ‘a while -as if Colonel
Knox would have his say twice, since he usu-
ally speaks twice as much as anybody else, but

- Stimsen outdid them all with his demand for

immediate convoys. John D. Rockefeller lent
a hand, or rather his handwriting. Claude
Pepper, the senator from Florida, who had
such successes in Canada a month or so ago,
charged out on the Senate floor demanding
no less than the Azores, the Canary islands,
and Dakar. He also wanted to bomb the cities
of Japan into shambles, and the White House
watched with suppressed excitement what the
effect of throwing some pepper in people’s eyes
would be. Happily enough, there was some
sort of banquet in Dorothy Thompson’s honor
up in New York, which provided the occasion
for still more speeches, and Dorothy herself
insisted on the declaration of a national
emergency. The Fight for Freedom committee
got together and went over. the top, and M.
Willkie contrived to have his article in Col-
lier’s published just in time. He professed to
wonder why the American people were so
frightened of this American Century.

REFLECTING the general “sentiment among
Navy men, Colonel Knox actually intended
to call for a declaration of war in his last
address, and he was a bit angry when his
Chief decided that was going too far just
now. The President evidently believed that
his Secretary of the Navy was going -over-
board. Some columnists have accused the
President of cowardice, while others suggested
he might be becoming the American Cham-
berlain. But the President himself held back.

Why? The answer lies in the internal
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