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would organize, in her own modest way, a 
crusade against the Soviet "peasants"" in behalf 
of avant-garde culture. T h e "revolution of the 
word" theory advanced by Margaret Mar
shall, Edmund Wilson, and a shovelful of 
literary Trotskyites provides the "ideology" for 
their anti-Soviet malice. Noting the develop
ment of a realistic and humanistic literature 
in the USSR, they bemoan the absence of that 
irresponsibility, bohemianism, and snobbish 
aloofness which they celebrate among them
selves as "avant-gardism." They squirm at the 
lack of decadence in Soviet art, its human 
warmth, its wholesome firmness. And, like 
sick men who resent the healthy, they sneer at 
Soviet virility as "conventional." 

Even Manya Gordon is less wild-eyed than 
Margaret Marshall. Miss Gordon's review is 
a lyrical tribute to the Cossacks who defended 
their "freedom" from the Bolsheviks. This is 
in keeping with her familiar thesis that every
thing in Russia was idyllic before 1917. Miss 
Gordon criticizes Sholokhov because he does 
not present Cossacks who can read and write. 
Had she read the work more carefully she 
would have discovered that it is the Commu
nist Stockman who teaches the workers of 
Mokhov's mill to appreciate the poetry of 
Nekrassov and the history of their own Cos
sack region. Sholokhov is at least as eager as 
Manya Gordon to stress the desire of most 
Cossacks for freedom, but he makes perfectly 
clear that this desire was' twisted and frus
trated not by the new Soviet regime, but by 
the counter-revolutionary overlords whose 
cause Miss Gordon champions. "One looks in 
vain," says Miss Manya Gordon, "for the 
name of an outstanding Bolshevik." This is 
a remarkable fault to find in Sholokhov, par
ticularly since on other occasions Miss Gordon 
has stormed against the "one-man worship" 
of the Soviets. I t is also rather startling to find 
the reviewer complaining that Sholokhov's ef
forts at objectivity impede the flow of the nar
rative. One had supposed that such objectivity 
would have been a welcome relief to Miss 
Gordon, who for so many years has bewailed 
the "bias" of Soviet writers. But she has shown 
herself consistent in at least one sense: she 
has proved to be as adept at interpreting fic
tion as she is at manipulating statistics. 

AS A RELIEF from this coalition of carpers, 
there is the review by Edwin Seaver in PM 
of August 3. M r . Seaver expresses in his open
ing paragraph the warm enthusiasm which 
The Silent Don evokes in most readers: "So 
many adjectives have been lavished by so 
many reviewers on so much literary trash, 
one is embarrassed in the presence of a genu
inely first rate book. All the big words seem 
suddenly empty, and nothing becomes one so 
much as silence. After all, you don't applaud 
the prairies. You don't say of the sea: 'Easily 
the greatest ocean of this year, and far sur
passes any of last year's oceans.' " 

Further on in his review, M T . Seaver de
clares: " In an age when the greatest novel
ists have tended to picture human beings as 
shadows in a ritualistic dance and have 

drowned themselves in the well of time, Sho
lokhov, the novelist of a collective society, 
has restored to fiction the dignity and signifi
cance of the individual. T h e great tradition 
of Russian realism remains unbroken.' ' 

These are forthright words. They express 
an appreciation of Sholokhov's genius which 
most of the other reviewers recognize 
despite their reservations and confusion. ; 
American readers find in Sholokhov's artistic 
power the same stirring qualities which they 
are discovering daily in the heroism of the 
Soviet peoples. 

S A M U E L S I L L E N . 

An Engineer on Chile 
CHILE, LAND OF PROGRESS, by Eorl P. Hanson. Reynai 
& Hitchcock. $1.75. : 

THE author of this book is an engineer who 
has resided for years in Chile and accord-; 

ingly possesses a firsthand knowledge of the 
country. His approach is essentially that of 
the engineer, and this, to my mind, is a.dis-; 
tinct advantage. From an intelligent, honest-
intentioned member of the profession who has 
lived and worked on the scene, one may ex
pect an honest, competent report. T h a t is the 
kind of report we get here. If the engineer in 
question happens in addition to be a true 
liberal and a democrat, with warm, decent hu
man sympathies, we may look' for something, 
more; and M r . Hanson, in his account of the 
new forms of social and political life that are 
evolving in the Chile of today, very often 
gives us this extra measure of understanding 
and good will. 

M r . Hanson views the great progressive-
democratic movement which has been going 
on in Chile since the ousting of the old aristo
cratic oligarchy from power in the early twen
ties as a kind of Chilean New Deal. This 
approach has at once its advantages and its 
drawbacks. On the one hand, it easily enables 
M r . Hanson, with his temperament and train
ing, to give a sane and lucid account of what 
is happening in the neighborhood of Santiago. 
There is, for one thing, a total and gratifying 
absence of Red-baiting in the book. On the 
other hand, the author does not realize that 
it is later than he thinks by the clock of his
tory, and that a Popular Front government 
at this time tends to be more advanced than 
the ordinary bourgeois democracy. By portray
ing the intense struggle of the Chilean work
ers, peasants, and middle classes, as merely a 
striving for such forms as prevailed under our 
New Deal, M r . Hanson is limiting his own 
sympathetic understanding. T h e result is a 
recurring note of perplexity^for example, 
over the hostility of American big business 
interests to the democratic evolution of the 
Chilean people. 
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The chief fault to be found with the book 
as a whole is that it overlooks the menace of 
fascist forces both inside and outside Chile. 
There is no account of the bitter struggle 
which the people have waged against Nazism 
these past few years. There are also one or 
two rather grave misstatements, as when Ales-
sandri is described without qualification as "a 
liberal," or when (most glaring instance of 
all) reference is made to "Ibanez' ruthless 
dictatorship" as having been "organized to 
enable him to carry out his liberal measures." 

The faults, however, are few and for the 
most part minor ones. What renders the book 
a valuable addition to anyone's Latin Ameri
can shelf is the wealth of technical informa
tion which it contains on the geography, his
tory, economic resources, and cultural life of 
the country, as well as its social development. 
Mr. Hanson has made free use, with due 
acknowledgments, of other works on the sub
ject, but his own contribution outweighs any 
borrowings. 

SAMUEL PUTNAM. 

Regressive Motion 
THE WOUND AND THE BOW, by EdmUttd WllsOtl. 

Houghton Mifflin. $3. 

SUCH motion as can be discerned in the 
critical career of Edmund Wilson is 

mostly regressive. The author of Axel's 
Castle is but a step in advance of the young 
man who wrote a first-rate review of "The 
Wasteland" for the'Dial in 1922. The Ed
mund Wilson of The Wound and the Bow 
is several steps behind both. 

The Wilson of both the Dial piece and 
Axel's Castle gave evidence of a belief that 
an artist's work, if it is to have lasting value, 
must reflect not only his personal universe 
of experience, but the social universe in which 
he lives as well. So it was that he wrote of 
Eliot in 1922, "Sometimes we feel that he is 
speaking not only for a personal distress, but 
for the starvation of a whole civilization— 
for people grinding at barren office routine 
in the cells of gigantic cities, drying up their 
souls in eternal toil whose products never 
bring them profit, where their pleasures are 
so vulgar and so feeble that they are almost 
sadder than their pains." 

If this point of view can be detected at 
all in The Wound and the Bow, one must 
be prepared to find it in completely inverted 
form. For the thesis underlying these essays 
is simply this: that in so far as a writer con
cerns himself with the social problems of 
his time, and in so far as he adopts a position 
in regard to these problems, he is merely 
exposing the way in which artists resolve their 
fundamental psychic difficulties. 

The present volume contains a very long 
essay on Dickens which owes more to Mir. 
T. A. Jackson's excellent work than Mr. 
Wilson admits; another long essay on Kip
ling; a post-obit on Edith Wharton; a very 
short piece on Casanova; a critique of Ernest 
Hemingway which carries a caress in recog-

MIDTOWN 
Fort DIz E n . _ 
Monat Freedom . 
Atlantle City 
Wtecdale 
PawUng: • 

-l .TS 
.1 .00 
-2.00 

-1.10 

Bartfsrdl — 
Moutieello 
Liberty 
EilenYille . 
BostoM 

nvs 
TEHMINAl , 

-1.SS -2 .10 
-S.SS 
.a.os 
-S.00 

143 WEST 43rd ST. BR. 9-3800 

,,«MING-TENNIS|||Qyy|J 

THETiME 
When tbc dsyi a n 
tangy, nighu c r i ^ 
and caai . . . whea 
Na tu re i» more . 
lov«l}' . . . that'* the time to come to Cheaters for vacation. 
4 iatx clay tennis courts—private lake and immoiing pool— 
25 other outdoor and indoor sports. Good f ood> fine com' 
pany-~modero quarters. . 

RATES START^AT $22J0 OnelMdrngim^room) 
H. Y. OFFICE: 55 WEST 42iid STREET. T«l. LO 5.5BS7 

' ADEUGKTFUl HIDEAWAY INTHE MOIINTAiNS 

sn^ i^ 
RHE.HYMW0MflyMiE\l5O # ^ 

WOQDtOURNE.t<YMWIIGltQUM)Ell50 

Indescribably Beautiful! 
Here*i Plam Point I 70 aerea of 
heaTcn tumbling down to the Ha<l* 

V* ion . . . with rose gardeni and rare 
trees . e . with eveir sport . * * with 
informal entertainment* arts and 

"^ eraftfl.e.a huge mnsieal library*..i4<-
traetivB Ratet, Booklet on KequmaU 

Hum pi ^ 
f NewWIndtor.W.Y. f Newburgh 4370 

STAY AND PLAX ATi 

^MAUtfV ^ 
>UMM£R=RAY 

North Braneh, Sull. Co., N. Y. 
Tel. CalUeoom 95 

PHrate Lake, AH Sporta. DaaelBg, Dra-
matlee. Marionettes, Muaieales, Rumba 

Bar, Broadwar Theatre Artiate 
GALA LABOR DAY WEEKEND 

Erie R. R. to CalUeooa 
Prirate Car Serrice DallT —Dally Bnaee Dlreet 

From Bronx - ~ Brooklym ^ Manhattan. Mldtown Biu 
Terminal. 43r4l St. hot. Broadway & 6tfa Are. 

BRyant 9-3800 Qty Information; DIekenj 2-578C 

Ike WcoUanhi 
FOR THE SPIRITED. 

TennU — banillnll — twlm-
mlng — ping-pong — bad
minton — archery — momi-
tain trails — creeuet — culi
nary masterpleeet — fishing 
— boating. 

Labcr Day Weekend (3 tell days) $IS 
8IGGIE SOLDNER. PHOENICIA, NEW YORK 

FOR THE LAZYBONES: 
Wdl-stocked library — Art 
classes — crafts'— dark roem 
musical recordings — open 
flreplaees — spsotacular eoun-
try. 

Sachs Farm 
Saugerties, N. Y. Telephone 590J 
Unnsnallr beantiful eountrrside, aerea of pine 
woods. PictureHque hiking trails. Intimate, Informale 
Finest home cooking. Tennis, horsebaek, swimming, 
bieycling. $18-$20 bj the week. 93.25-S3.50 by the 
day. MAKE EARLY RESERVAT^O^S 

OPEN ALL YEAR 

Enjoy your vacation at\ 

EAGER ROSE GARDEN 
•USHVILLE, N. Y. Betw. MONTICELLO and FHINDAUI 

Prominent Artists 
• Mnsle and entertainmont. 
• All sports. Social aelivlties. 
• Make reserTations early. 

Attraotlre rato for Auffast 
I PHONE CR 5-3T14^ 
1 OR MONTICELLO 571 

LABOR DAY 
Campflre celebration and refreshments. Gforious country 
only 65 miles from Times Square. Private lake and tennis 
on premises. Ping-pong, etc. Exceptional Russian-American 
food. Small and friendly congenial crowd. Three full days— 
$12. Married couples $23. For free boaklet and reservations 
write to STANLEY LAPINSKY—BARLOW FARM HOTEL 
—SHERMAN, CONN., or call New Milford 756-i-3. 
OPEN ALL YEAR. SPECIAL FALL and WINTER RATES 

2S 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


