KEYNOTE RECORDINGS

proudly announces

An album of Jim Crow songs

SOUTHERN [EXPOSURE
JOSHUA WHITE

accompanying himself on the guitar

3—10" records in decora-
tive album with notes by

RICHARD WRIGHT
$2.75

Available at all record shops
For further information write to

KEYNOTE RECORDINGS, Inc.

133 W. 44th St, N. Y. LO 3-4447

CAMP

LAKELAND

on Sylvan Lake
Hopewell Junction, N. Y.

Balanced Vacatl on
Action Aplenty: Tennis, Handball,
Swnmmmg, Archery, Rowing, Traek,
Baskethall
Entertainment: Oscar Smith and his
Keynoters, B’'way shows and re-
views nightly. Stars of theatre.
Easy Living Larye, Comfortable
Aceommodatlons, Excellent Food.
Chambermaid_Service,
.50 per week
. $3.50 ,per day

Cars leave -daily from 2700 Bronx
Park East. For transportation ocalf
OL inville 5-8639,
© Clty office: 80 Fifth Ave. GR 5-2898

Enjoy your vacation at NN

EAGER ROSE GARDEN

BUSHVILLE, N. Y. Betw. MONTICELLO and FERNDALX
Prominent Artists
® Music and ente.iainment,
@ All sports. Seelal netivities,
® Make reservations early.
Anractlve rates for September
PHONE GR 5-3714
OR MONTICELLO 571

Indescribably Beautiful!

‘Here’s Plum Point! 70 acres of
heaven tumbling down to the Hud-
son . , . with every sport . . . with
informal entertainment . . . a huge
musical library . .. d2tractive Rates.
_‘Booklel on Reques
SPECIAL 4-DAY JEWISH
NEW YEAR WEEK-END

Lum poink

Now WIndnf.N Y, Newburgh 4270

The house of winter sports

HOTEL HARMONY
(formerly Paradise Hotel)

505 FORREST AVE. LAKEWQOD, N. ).
Announces the opening of the winter season with the ROSH
HASHANAH week-end Sept, 19. We are now situated in the
most beautiful section of TLakewood. Our hotel has every

imy and the s attractive grounds offer
every autdoor sport, facmty Bicycling free. Special entertain-
ment program_and dancing has been arranged for the Rosh
Hashanah week-end,

Make your reservations now! Tel. Lakewood 936
YUDIS GROSS NNA BROUDIE

SEE BACK COVER

T
30

against fascism, it is necessary to have the
best flying equipment designed. It is neces-
sary to have pursuit planes that can attack
the enemy bombers which fly consistently
higher and higher. Well, our pursuits can
reach any desirable altitude, but the pilots—
even equipped with oxygen—cannot function
very long at such heights; there is the prob-
lem of inadequate pressure on the human body.

“'What to do? There is also the problem of

“blackout” when the dive bombing pilot
reaches the bottom of his dive and pulls out
of it. Centrifugal force here gets in its dlrty
work.

Errol Flynn, who has rarely been more

. handsome or more objectionably cocky, is the

young flight surgeon who works on these
problems. He devises two gadgets (which,
incidentally, were devised some time ago and
are neither of them too practicable) to coun-
teract these conditions. The search for the
devices provides the real drama of the film—
not Miss Alexis Smith’s search for Mr. Flynn.
But there is not enough of the authentic
drama and what there is, is attenuated by the
film makers’ insulting assumption that the
public cannot understand these technicalities.

With the color equipment, the technical
knowledge at Hollywood’s disposal (courtesy
of the US Navy Air Service), we could have
had a powerful and brilliantly documented
film about flying that would contribute to
our understanding of the problems of air
power. Instead we have a washout—and Miss
Alexis Smith.

A. B.

Blues Piano

A discussion of ‘’boogie woogie’’ music
and some of its artists’ recordings.

HE name “boogie woogie” really should

be discarded for the correct term, ‘‘blues
piano.” The inaccurate title arose as one of
the fanciful names the Negro people gave to
their ‘dances. A record called “Pine-top’s
Boogie Woogie,” in which the pianist plays
typical rapid figures while he calls out the
turns of a dance, gave its title to the whole
subsequent piano blues literature, Out of its
context, the name is meaningless.

The most striking feature of this type of
piano music is its powerhouse bass. It is this
which brings the “oh’s” and “ah’s” from audi-
ences, and which has inspired stupid com-
mercialisms of the “Beat Me Daddy” kind.
But it is its right hand, the deep, singing blues,
which provides the richness of emotion, its real
quality as music.

The art grew up in places like lumber
camps and cheap saloons, where the entertain-
ment was by wandering singers of blues bal-
lads and the only instruments available for
accompaniment were a piano and banjo or
guitar. The pianist had to make up for the
lack of many instruments by adding sonorities
of his own. Thus a piano style grew up com-
pletely different from the usual jazz band or
“ragtime” piano, in which the left hand hits

NEW MASSES Clas

50c a line. Payable in Advance. ::.
Approx. T words to a line. C:x

APARTMENT TO SHARE

Professional woman wishes to share 8-rdom apt. (1 or 2,
furnished, unfurnished) 96th St. Riverside Drive. Excel-
lent privacy. Reasonable. AC 2-1513.

ELECTROLYSIS

LICENSED. Privacy assured.

Male, medical, expert.
N. Rose,

Special fees readers NM. LR.T. at door. ' J.
1 Flatbush Ave., opp. Fox Theatre.

FURNISHED ROOM

SUNNYSIDE. Attractive room in private house. Gar-
dens. Congenial family. $15 per month, IR 6-8077.

FURS

FURS STYLED TO YOUR PERSONALITY BY
ARMAND. Repairing, glazing and remodeling done at
moderate rates. Prices are steadily rising—so buy now.
ASK FOR MR. ARMAND, 145 W, 30 St., N. Y. C.
ARMAND ET SOEUR, CHi 4-1424.

HOUSEKEEPER-NURSEMAID

BUSINESS COUPLE DESIRE housekeeper-nursemaid
for 2-year-old child. Sleep in. Age 25-35. Call CA 5-3076
Ext. 14 during day.

- clerical HELP

INSURANCE,

Whatever yo.ur needs . — PAUL CROSBIE, established
since 1908 — FREQUENT SAVINGS, 42 Broadway,
TRADE UNION AGENCY, Tel. HA nover 2-3435.

LANGUAGES
100 LANGUAGES. Textbooks, Dictionaries. We re-
purchase and exchange language record sets, Any lan-

guage. Any make. .Phonograph Courses for rental. Mail
orders. Booklet NM. LANGUAGE SERVICE CENTER.
Lewis Bertrand, Director, 18 E. 41 St.,, N. Y,

PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING, regulating, repairing and voicing.
Member Nat’l Ass’n Piano Tuners, Inc. Ralph J. Apple-
ton, 505 Fifth Avenue, Tel. MU rray Hlll 2-2201.

REGISTRATION

WORKERS SCHOOL, Fall-term registration, Complete
program of Marxist- Leninist courses. Also special coursges.
Catalogue available. Room 301, 33 E. 12th St

VACATION RESORTS

AVANTA FARM, Ulster Park, N. Y. Telephone 59%
M 1. Ideal Res*mg Place. ]ewnsh American table, Bath-
ing. $14 week, $2.50 day. Children $9.

ELMWOOD FARM invites you to spend your vacation

or weekends in the Switzerland of America. Comfortable

rooms, excellent food, congenial company. Hiking, bi-

({chli{ng, fishing, ELMWOOD FARM, HUNTER, New
or.

WEARING APPAREL

WHY PAY FOR SNOOTY LABELS? Especially since
Miss Goodman has reopened her shop with a really
handsome collection of original - models (DRESSES
& COATS) at a great saving to women., 474 Tth Ave,
near 36th St. LA 4-4026.

WANTED FOR NEW MASSES

CAMPUS AGENTS WANTED by NEW MASSES. En-
terprising students can earn high commissions through
sale of_ subscriptions and. individual copies. For details
write: Promotion Director, NEW MASSES, 461 Fourth
Avenue, New York City.

SALESMEN WANTED TO. SELL NEW MASSES on
streets. Very high commissions—energetic young men can
earn $3 to $5 a day. Apply Promotion Director, New
Masses, 461 Fourth Ave,, N. Y, C.

NEW MASSES would be grateful for VOLUNTEER
in cu‘culatnon campaign., Apply Room
1204, 461 Fourth Ave., C.

GOINGS ON

MARXIST ANALYSIS OF THE WEEK’S NEWS by
Milton Howard, member Daily Worker editorial board,
Sun., Sept. 14, 8:30 P. M. Workers School, 50 E. 13
Street. Admission 25 cents. B
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only some few and simple chords. In the blues
piano the player really made the instrument
sound, by repeated phrases and an insistent
beat with the left hand that provided a rich
background for the singer, while the right
hand added little guitar-like, ornamental “an-
swers’ to each verse. And out of this music
a self-sufficient, virtuoso piano art arose, in
which the pianist played the bass figures, the
blues phrases, and the ornamental figures all
at the same time; a kind of “three-voice” coun-
terpoint, if you want to call it that, but under
any name a grand, sonorous, boldly dissonant,
deeply emotional music.

Other influences in developing this art were
the square dance, the “rent party”—in which
one pianist often had to provide music for a
crowded raomful of people—and the “rail-
' road blues.” There is an extensive literature
of railroad folk ballads, both white and Negro.
To the Negro people especially, the railfoad
became a symbol for travel, for escape, or for
the kind of job which provides the thrill of
power over a machine. And the accompani-
ment to these railroad blues inspired the
pianist to create a host of effects suggesting
the click of wheels, the stops and starts, the
whistles (high trills), the swiftness of motion.

If you want really to know this music,
I suggest that you start, not with the more
highly touted recordings, but with some vocal
records; Jimmy Yancey’s “Death Letter
Blues” and “Crying in My Sleep” (Bluebird)
in which he sings to his ewn piano; “Roll "Em,
Pete” by Joe Turner and Pete Johnson (Vo-
calion or Columbia) ; and, if you can find it,
Bessie Smith’s “Backwater Blues,” with James
P. Johnson on piano (Columbia). Listen to
the simple, touching, and varied piano ac-
companiment in “Death Letter,” the stirring
and powerful piano climax in “Crying in My
Sleep.” Notice how beautifully Joe Turner’s
vocal phrases fit into Pete Johnson’s rapid and
brilliant piano setting in ‘Roll ’Em, Pete.”
If you want to add a railroad ballad, a good
example is “Riding on that Train Forty-
Five,” in the “Smoky Mountain” Album
(Victor).

When you know these records, then go to
the pure piano masterpieces, and see how ‘much
blues content is actually hidden in the music,
how the seeming monotony disappears, how
varied in feeling and richly expressive this
music is. Fine, inexpensive, and easily avail-
able records are “Yancey Stomp” by Jimmy
Yancey (Victor), one of the most massively
built and grandest of fast blues solos; “Honky
Tonk Train Blues,” by Meade Lux Lewis, a
masterly “railroad” piece, and the most bril-
liant of all jazz piano solos (Bluebird and
Decca, the latter slightly better); ‘“Yancey
Special” (Decca), in which Meade Lewis
borrows Yancey’s slow bass from “Death Let-
ter Blues”; “Kaycee on My Mind,” by Pete
Johnson (Decca), a good example of the
sweeter “Kansas City” lyricism. Each of these

artists has a different personality, and each

has something to say. And avoid boogie woogie
orchestrations as you would a Hearst paper.
MARrTIN MAcCK.
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One Year of DETENXTH

THE DON FLOWS HOME TO THE SEA* by Mikhail Sholokhov . . $6.25
MEN IN BATTLE by Alvah Bessie . . . . . . . . . . . . 525
OVER THE DIVIDE by Victor Yakhontoff . . . . . . . . . . 525
RESTLESS WAVE by Haru Matsti . « + + . « . . « . . . 525
THE FAT YEARS AND THE LEAN by Bruce Minton and John Stuart  6.25
AMBASSADOR DODD'SDIARY . + + . « « « v v o o . . 700

FILL OUT THIS ORDER NOW:

6 RECORDINGS

BEHIND BARBED WIRE (Three Records) . . . . . . . . . . &7J5
TALKING UNION (Three Records) . . . . . . . . . . . &70
NO FOR AN ANSWER (Five Records}. .. . . . . . . . . . 800
SIX SONGS FOR DEMOCRACY (Three Records) . . . . . . . 7.0

r__.-_.______.;_;..____________—_

plus a timely BOOK or
a significant RECORDING

NEW MASSES' regular yearly subscription rate is $5.00

Our Gift
Combination
Price

* For AND QUIET FLOWS THE DON in addition, add $2.25

NEW MASSES, 441 Fourth Ave., New York, N. Y.

Gentlemen:
I wish to. take advantage of your combination offer.
Enclosed find § . . . . . . ‘
The book or recording® I desire s . . . . . . . ., . . . . . . . ..

Please send it to:

Name . . & . . o it i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

---------------------------

The one-year subscription (or renewal] to NEW MASSES you may send tos
Name . . . . . . v v 0 v s s e e e e e e e e e e e e
Address

State . . . . .

* {All records mailed postage-collect unless you indicate that you will call for them at the

NM office.)
9-16-41
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THE SEVEN MYSTERIOUS MEN SAY

| NEW MASSES -—I )
461 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C,

Gentlemen: Enclosed find $ . . . for
which please send NM for the period
indicated by the checkmark below.

|

| ] One Year—$5

I [ Six Months—$2.75

I 0O 13 Weeks*—$1

| *Not good for renewals
l

|

Name
Address .
City

“AMERICA FIRST”
BUT THEY MEAN
“AMERICA NEXT”

John L. Spivak will begin a series

~ spotlighting the greatest danger to

the American people today.

Exposing the leaders and the secret
goals of the America First Com-

mittee.

Those who play Hitler's game in the USA.

l. Read how seven big-money men control
and dictate the policies of the America
First Committee.

2. Read of the mysterious activities of fascist
emissaries, anti-Semites, and known pro-
Nazi advocates in relation to the Com-
mittee.

3. Do you know that a certain powerful
industrialist foots the bill for an elaborate
card-index file 'of all in America whe are
deceived by America First propaganda?
What is his purpose? ’

See next week's issue for further details.

Subscribe now and ftell all your friends. Get
your organization to order bundles.



