BOOKS.....

for Christmag

Vv VICTORY—AND AFTER
Earl Browder
A Book that Charts the
Course to Victory
paper § .50
cloth 2.00
v THE GREAT OFFENSIVE
Max Werner
Brilliant military survey of the
strategy necessary for speedy vie-
tory over the Axis.
$3.00

v THE DEMOCRATIC SPIRIT
Reg. $5.00
Edited by Bernard Smith
A collection of American writings
from the earliest times to the
present day.
our price $2.98
V VILLAGE IN AUGUST
Reg. $2.50
T’ien Chun
The most powerful realistic novel
to come out of China’s struggle
against Japan.
our price $1.59
VvV LENINISM
Joseph Stalin
Now complete in one volume.

$2.25

WORKERS BOOKSHOP
50 East 13th N. Y. C.
We Pay the Postage
Send for Christmas Catalog
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?éulihap Sugaestions

THE RED ARMY CHORUS of  the
U.S.S.R.
Four 10" records in nllmm..__. ..... $2.50

i

From THE AMERICAN SONGBAG sung

by CARL SANDBURG

Four 10” records in alb

NEGRO SINFUL SONGS sung by LED-
BELLY

Five 10” ds in alb

$3.50

$4.25

WORK SONGS OF THE U.S.A. sung by -

LEDBELLY
Three 10" records in album.o...... $2.75

SOVIET SONGS FROM SOVIET FILMS
Four 10” recerds in albu

FIGHTING MEN OF NORWAY
Three 10 records in album... ... 82.75

PORGY AND BESS, featuring Tod Dun-
can and Ann Brown and the original
New York production

Four 12" records in album.._.

$4.50

118 E. 14th St., N.Y.C.
GR amercy 7-9286
UNION SHOP
Mail orders filled promptly
Open Evenings and Sundays
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who still think that the war is academic, a
matter for specious debate and canny dealing,
in which there is still a comfortable margin
for the luxury of being wrong. He shouts that
the penalty of being wrong is death. To all
those wrapped in habit, clothed in routine,
cacooned in the fuzzy ways of peace, he calls,
“Believe me! You! You/ You will suffer death
and slavery if we lose!”

To My mind the wonder is that the call
is not more frantic. For from Suez to
Singapore Brown saw brave men by the thou-
sands die horrible and needless deaths because
of a widespread psychology that this war is
a private war—one to be fought by profes-
sionals, one in which the people may be re-
quired to die but one in which they should
not otherwise participate.

If this attitude persists, Brown writes, we.

will lose the war as we lost Malay and Singa-
pore. In writing this he was an accurate
prophet as far as the subsequent conquest of
Burma was concerned. It is to be hoped that
his words will be heeded in relation to India
and Africa; though it is to be confessed that
resounding statements in Britain to the gen-
eral effect, “We will keep what we now have,”
give little evidence that Brown’s words have
been heeded or that the disasters he describes
have taught a lesson.

For the nub of Brown’s book, it seems to
me, is this: Only through arming the colonial
peoples, only through convincing them by con-

crete action that they are fighting for their

own liberty can we win this global war in

which more than three-quarters of the inhabi--

tants of the earth are colonial peoples. Unless
we really mean, without reserve, that the peo-
ples of Asia, Africa, South America, and
Europe, shall be the free arbiters of their own
destinies we shall be in mortal danger of los-
ing the war. Unless we really mean this and
work with deep purpose for it, any peace that
may arrive will be only a lull, only an armi-
stice, only a pause. The world is in its present
situation because of unsolved problems. A re-
actionary peace will solve no problems. It will
merely aggravate them—and the problems will
remain for solution.
RicaArp O. Bovzr.

Literary Giant

VICTOR HUGO, by Matthew Josephson. Doubleday-
Doran. $3.50.

r N THESE days of France's re-awakening it

is good to read of Victor Hugo. He is one
of the giants of French literature, a truly na-
tional poet. He bestrides the rich, troubled
nineteenth century in a literal, almost a physi-
cal sense. He was born.in 1802, when the first
Napoleon turned his back on the liberating
French Revolution and—crowning himself
emperor—overran all Europe with his armies.
Hugo witnessed the Bourbon Restoration of
1815, the “three glorious days” of the July
1830 revolution, the barricades of 1848, the
criminal despotism of Louis Napoleon—"Na-
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6 ORIGINAL SILK
SCREEN PRINTS IN A
CALENDAR FOR {843

an ideal gift for art lovers
Edition Limited—Price $3.00

Write or telephone

THE SILK SCREEN GRUUP

326 Bleecker Street,
WA tkins 9-4996
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‘ASTONISHING DOCUMENT’

In reviewing RUSSIA AND THE
BATTLE OF LIBERATION, by Lieut.
Comdr. Charles S. Seely, the Trenton,
N. J., Times said:

“Commander Seely’s book is . . . an
astonishing document. Its dlstrlbuuon
among all our patriotic societies and vari-
ous veterans’ organizations should be
made as you would dlstnbute the Ameri-
can Flag and the Bible , . .

RUSSIA AND THE BATTLE OF LIBERATION

(Dorrance)
Any Bookseller — $1.00
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p@&eon the Little” in Hugo's scorching phrase
—the French debacle of 1870 in the war
against Bismarck’s Prussia, ard the heroic
Paris Commune of 1871. He died in 1885,
ten years after the formation nt Third
Republic. What a rich, full, and compre-
hensive life!

Hugo was a man of tremend
and intellectual energies. His vari ¢
run to some sixty volumes. He was voracious
in his appetite for food as well as for liters-
ture. Indeed, there was something oceanic in
him, an exuberance, a constant ¢bb and flow,
a vast sweep akin to the turbulent waters of
the sea which washed the shores of Jersey
and Guernsey, two Channel islands where he
spent years of exile. He was himself obsessed
with this parallel and wrote ahout it, prin-
cipally in his novel Toilers of the Sea. He
was a master of his craft, at home in Iyric and
epic poetry, in the drama, the novel, and po-
litical pamphleteering.

Matthew Josephson’s biography is a thor-
ough, solid, and highly readable work. The
book is scholarly without being elaborate,
musty, or academic. At the same time it is
lively without becoming one of those glitter-
ing and highly colored “romanced lives” made
popular by men like Lytton Strachey and
Andre Maurois. It shows a wide knowledge
of the period in which Hugo lived, although
occasionally the author’s interpretations of
French nineteenth century history—for ex-
ample, in his treatment of the Revolution of
1848 and the Paris Commune of 1871-—are
open to question.

¥
{

JOSEPHSON is at his best when he writes
of the final four decades of Hugo’s life.

The earlier portions of the book are too much

concerned with Hugo’s personal habits, his
amours and escapades, the Sainte-Beuve-Mme.
Hugo scandal, the affair with Juliette Drouet.
But in the second half of the book Hugo’s
growth in stature is reflected in Josephson's
enlarged horizons and richer interpretations.
Hugo the man is situated within the frame-
work of his times.

There are moments when his enthusiasm
leads Josephson to an excess of praise, a gloss-
ing over of some of Hugo's shortcomings.
Some of Hugo’s literary works are rhetorical,
verbose, inflated, over-sentimental. They are
not free of the posturing and attitudinizing
$0 common to many of the nineteenth century
romantic writers. In retrospect the furious
literary controversy about his play Hernani,
for example, seems a tempest in a teapot.
Hugo was at times inordinately vain, self-cen-
tered, and inconsistent. Success came easily
and early to him. At nineteen his fame as
a poet was established in France. He was
the “Sublime Child.” In the first forty-odd
years of his life he indulged in not z few com-
promises and questionable bids for favor from
men in high places. In politics he was change-
able. He commenced adult life as an ardent
Bourbon Royalist. During the July monarchy
after 1830 he was on excellent terms with
the reigning Orleans family, He was even

NM December 22, 1942
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SOLVE YOUR WARTIME CHRISTMAS GIFT PROBLEMS WITH
VICTOR RECORDS ‘

WE HAVE A WONDERFUL STOCK OF MASTERPIECES ON HAND.

[1 Alexander Kipnis in Russian Folk Sengs.
' $4.25

] Shostakovich . . . Symphony No. &. Stokow-
ski and the Philadelphia Orchestra. Album
DM-867 $5.00
] Mozart . . » Symphony No. 40. Toscanini
and the NBC Symphony Orchestra. Album
DiM-631 $3.50
[T Brahms . . . Double Concerto. Violin and
Cello. Heifetz, Feuermann, Philadelphia Or-
chestra, Ormandy, Conductor. Album DM-
815 $4.50
[ Brahms . . . Violin Concerfo in D Major.
Heifetz, Boston Symphony Orchestra, Kous-
sevitzky, Conductor, Album DM-581,  $5.00
(] Beethoven . . . Piano Concerto No. 4.
Schnabel, Chicago Symphony Orchestra,
Stock, Conductor. Album DM-930. $4.50
{1 Brahms . . . Piano Concerto No. 2. Horo-
witz, Toscanini and the NBC Symphony Or-
chestra. Album DM-740. $6.50
] United Nations . . . [Shostakovich) Igor
Gorin. Khovanstchina, Igor Gorin $1.00

[J Polka . . . (Shostakovich} National Sym-
phony Orchestra. Love Music {Moussorgsky).
$1.00

[J Chopin Waltzes, Vols. I and II ., . Alex-
ander Brailowsky. Album M-863 $4.50
Album M-864 $3.50

[J Clair de Lune. La Cathedrale Engloutie
» » « Debussy. E. Robert Schmitz. No. 11-8240.
$1.00

O Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring—Bach.
Sonata in G Major—Searlatti . . . Myra
Hess. No. 4538 $.75

[] Prelude in C Sharp Minor—Rach.
maninoff. Spinning Song — Mendels-
sohn . . . Sergei Rachmaninoff. No. 1326

$.75

[1 Ritual Fire Dance—De Falla. Polka
.{from the Age of Gold Ballet)—Shosta-
kovich . ., . Luboshutz and Nemenoff. No.
2214 $.75

[0 Rosenkavalier — Waltz — Richard
Strauss . . . Vronsky and Babin. 1350 $1.50

AND HUNDREDS MORE. WHY NOT COME IN AND BROWSE AROCUND?

Prices are exclusive of excise tax.

OPEN EVENINGS

0. PAGANI & BRO.

o
== =

PHONE: CHELSEA 2-6744

Corner Seventh Ave.

289 BLEECKER ST., NEW YORK

Lenin Memorial Night

Speaker of the Evening:

EARL

BROWDER

Premiere Performance

ORDER OF THE DAY

A New Musical Revue

With a Cast of 200

Directed by PEARL MULLIN

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN

Monday,

January

I, 1943

40c—55¢—83¢—$1.10 and $1.65

Tickets on sale at Workers Bookshop, 50 E. 13th St.; Workers Co-Op
Office, 627 Britton St., Bronx.

MEMORIAL MEETING

FOR SOL FUNAROFF

nd

A Discussion of the Problem of the Progressive Writer

SAMUEL SILLEN
ALFRED KREYMBORG
ANNA SOKOLOW

JOY DAVIDMAN
JOSHUA WHITE
ISIDOR SCHNEIDER, Chairman

Friday evening, Dec. 18th-~Zemach Studio, 430 Sixth Ave., N. Y. C.

Aanspices: LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS

No Admission Charge
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CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS!

and New Year's too!

WINTER SPORTS
% Skating
% Tobogganning
INDOOR ACTIVITIES
% Ping-pong
¥ Dancing
Y Musical Library
Y Fireplaces

SPECIAL HOLIDAY ENTERTAINMENT
SWING BAND
RATES: $25 per week; $5 per day

Reservations- with Deposit

Transportation by Train, Grand Central to
Beacon, N. Y. Taxis meet all trains
Make reservations by writing to

] Beacon, N Y.
OFFICE: 2700 BRONX PK. E. - N.Y. - GLIN 5-6900

THE HOUSE'D

SVEK SCUNWARTY

PRONE LAKEWSOD 819 OR 1222

.REOPENING FOR CIIRISTMAS

SKIING on the Phoenician RARY—The finest.
sloges of on our own OD-lnexhnumble and
exeellen,é.

MUSIC—Good records for
listening and dancing.

uround
NG — On our pond.
TOBOGGANNING-— own
our hundreds of hills. ACTIVITIES—~—O0f the in-
FIREPLACES — Open and door variety.
8asy. Sig_gie Goldner, Phoenicia, N. Y.

Outdoor sports. Funindoors, WINTER

#o0. Cozy fireplace. Good DER A
sating. Only 55 mnlu from WN l ND

New York.

and New Year: wu'h us.

A‘ITRACTWI RAYES
‘ New Windsor,N.Y. Novb_r&h 4270

The year round vacatlon resort

ONE HOUR FROM NEW YORK
CENTBAL
VALLEY

Formerly Lewisohn’s Estate OPEN ALL YEAR

225-acre estate. Al Seasonal Sports, Ice Skating, Biey-
cles, Ping-pong, Games, recordings, library, daneing.
Ooen Fireplaces. Exceptional company. Excellent cuisine.

DIRECT O R

Every comfort. Incomparable surroundings. Tel.: Higl
Iand Mills 7895. Your Hostess: Fannie Goldherg
zirize NEW MASSES
rates to

One year . « « « o« o o o o s o @ - $5.00
Six months . . . . . . . . . 2.76
Two years . . « . ¢ o = o = & & 8.00
Three vears 11.00

Life subacription . . . . . . . .
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friendly to Louis Napoleon for a brief space
until that usurping despot showed his true
colors by staging his coup d’etat in 1851, an
act grimly foreshadowing—as Josephson points
out—the fascist coups of our own time,

But the 1848 Revolution seemed to be a
Great Watershed in Hugo’s life. Previously
he had been groping fis way toward the
people. But his thinking had been muddled and
ill-defined, a hodge-podge of doctrines of
utopian Socialism, mild republicanism, and
vague humanitarianism mingled with a kind
of messianic faith in himself as the “man of
utopias, his feet upon earth, his eyes turned
skyward.” But after 1848, particularly after
1851, came bitter years of exile, a deepening
of experience, and knowledge born of suffer-
ing for a cause. The poet then became a
“crystal soul,” reflecting the desires and as-
pirations of his people. These were the years
of his greatest literary work; the powerful
social novel Les Miserdbles, the stirring po-
litical pamphlet Napoleon the Little, the
savagely satirical poems of Les Chatiments,
and the grandiose poems of Legende des
Siecles. A

Now Hugo was a world figure, like Zola
“a moment in the conscience of mankind.”
He came close to the people of France and
they loved and honored him as Pere La Re-
publigue. He, the former peer of royalist.
France, was now Citizen Hugo, a Jacobin in
life as well as letters. He threw himself heart
and soul into the fight for a French demo-
cratic republic. He achieved something of the
nobility of a Lincoln, the expansive warmth
of a Whitman, the liberating fervor of a
Garibaldi. On every crucial issue henceforth
—whether in literature, politics, or life—he
stood on the side of the people. He fought op-
pression, tyranny, and privilege, He warmly

defended the martyred John Brown. He was

not a Communard, but in Belgium he de-
fended the Communard’s right of asylum in
the face of a hostile mob. And his art grew
deeper. As he declared in a letter to an old
acquaintance, Alphonse Karr:

“For my part, I have always tried, to the
best of my abilities, to introduce into that
which is called politics the moral question
and the question of humanity, On moral
ground, I fought Louis Bonaparte; in the
name of ‘humanity I raised my voice in aid
of the oppressed of all lands and all parties.
I feel that I have done right. My conscience
bears me out.”

So it is heartening to trace, as Josephson-

has done, Hugo’s evolution toward a demo-
cratic way of life. He came late to the cause
of the people. But once he embraced that
faith, he did not falter or lose heart. Victor
Hugo is great not only because of the power-
ful novels and poems he wrote; not only be-
cause of his anthology pieces which schoolboys
commit to memory. He is great because in the
late afternoon of his life he came to know
and understand this simple teaching: “Only
the people are immortal.” He belongs to the
human and humanist tradition of our culture.
Davip BeENEDICT.
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for the

CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAYS

All indoor and outdoor
activities — Fireplaces
Musical Recordings
Bicycling — Archery.

Make early
reservations.

Ellenville, N. Y.

REOPENS DECEMBER 24 FOR
CHRISTMAS FUN AND FROLIC

Enjoy CHESTER'S CHRISTMAS PARTY-—Win-
ter Sports, Arts & Crafts and dancing, both
under expert direction. Dreamy leisure. Gala
“indoor entertainment in TRUE CHESTER STYLE.
Something to look forward to for those revisit-
ing us and a pleasant treat to newcomers. A
blazing fireplace and lots of good things to eat.
Rush your reservations, please.

N. Y Office: 55 W. 42nd Street, WI 7-3990
"~ WOODBOURNE Y. Tel. WUUDBWRNE ||50 \\' //

: 0
ADELIGHTFUL HIDEAWAY IN THE MWMMNS x

MAMANASCO LAKE LODGE

RIDGEFIELD, CONN. Phone 820
A luxurious oounfry ostate converted iInto a vacation
paradise. All winter snorts facilities, including skating
on our own |Y% mile long lake. Bloyelos ping pong,
indoor recraatnon:, « dancing, musical recordings, fine
bernr{ Open firep| Famous 50 miles from

OPEN ALL YEAR

Belle Politi
Imports—Gifts 19 West 8th St., N.Y.C.

Handrmade Jewelry
Handkerchiefs & Scarfs

Handwoven Textiles & Garments

-1nd1£]éwelSho

59 West 8th St., N. Y. C. Gr 3¢5922

Christmas Gifts, Jetoelry
Scarfs, Carbings, efe.
Called to the Army

Everything Spanish at

% 2 LA CASITA

* ® FOOD
® WINES
L4 ENTERTAINMENT
® MUSIC
% 49 Grove St. e s
New York City Ch 8-9449

Viennese Food and Afmosphere
LITTLE VIENNA RESTAURANT
. Lunch 50¢ Dinner 65¢
“Choice desserts to your beart’s desire”

Music
bet. 5th & 6th Aves
Open Sundays

39 West 46th ST.
Tel. LO 3-7747

RUSSIAN SKAZKA ,

v Superlative - Russian - and
American Cuisine
% Soviet-American Recordings
DINNER, 75

Late Snacks 25¢ Boer & Wmo
7 Barrow Street
IRT to Christopher St.
ind, Subway to W. 4th St.
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M‘emory—and War

THEN WE SHALL HEAR SINGING, by Sterm Jameson.
Macmillan. $2.50.

EMORY is one of the secret wespons.
Secure in the brain cells ¢f 2 conquered

people lingers the habit of freedom. The future
as well as the past lies only half-drowsing in
the memory of a nation like Czechoslovakia,
the unnamed “conguered province” of this
novel. And the word “memory” is the kev-
word of Miss Jameson's story. Let us imagine
that it is five years after the end of the war
in the “Protectorate,” a country with a long
memory for freedom and a people resilient
under poverty, skeptical, enduring. We meet
the conquered and the conquerors. The con-
quered are three or four families in a small
village that had been taken, as had the whole
country, by treachery. It is a village very much
like that celebrated by Steinbeck in The Moon
Is Down. It is any village in Czechoslovakia,
Norway, France, the whole of Europe. The
conquerors are chiefly the civil governor, his
friend, Gen. Helmuth von Lesenow, and Dr.
Hesse, whose peculiar mission in the territory
is the fly-wheel of this history. They knew, of
course, that a man’s own tongue is a way back
to that store of memories that contains the
suffering, pride, and rebellion of his ancestors.
But suppression of language was not enough.
It was Dr. Hesse who discovered the ultimate
technique in suppression. A trifling injury to
the forebrain and you can ‘“drop all pretense
at educating them, they'll need training, that’s
all. 'You can imagine yourself directing a zoo.”

LIKE Steinbeck, Miss Jameson is very much
concerned, perhaps overly so, with the
psychology of the invader himself. This too is
a fugue on that unforgettable irony of Lieu-
tenant Tonder’s, “Flies conquer the flypaper.”
And one feels, reading both books, a little in-
different to the psychic difficulties of these men
who have come to rob and enslave a peaceful
nation. :

I think that one should not be afraid
to portray brutality, ugliness, moral degrada-
tion. These qualities exist in Hitler and his
henchmen. What impulse is it that persuades
a writer to refine these men—endow them with
a sensibility that can only render them touch-
ing? So Colonel Lanzer, the commanding
officer of an invasion party, remembers “The
Apology,” and the civil governor of Miss
Jameson’s province asks, “Will they be happy ?”’
and adds, “It shocks me . . . only as a man
with pretensions to knowing something, a little,
about the past. I don't like to think of men
losing their past. The memory of a nation
costs too much to make. Ages of effort, devo-
tion, suffering . . . all ended in. a minute by
Hesse’s instruments. , , .”

Yet the book can be regarded—and so also
can Steinbeck’s—as something on a slightly
different level from reality. It possesses
extraordinary unity of tone, that of a fable,
perhaps, in which the beasts speak like the phi-
losophers, It succeeds too, in employing Miss
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the playwrights’ company preseat
“THE EVE OF ST. MARK®*by Maxwell Anderson

direcied by Lem Ward with settings by Howard Bay
Aline MacMahon and @ cast of twenty-fre
", Mo other play has brought so much of the truth and anguish of our war into the theatre”

Brooks Atkingon, “Times”
CORT THEATRE

BR 90046 — Mats. Wed. and Sat,

48th St., East of Bway. at 2:40 p.m.; Eves. 8:40 p.m.

- 3.0 2  4sm-.

LINCOLN BRIGADE presents their XMAS EVE

BrA~«L+L

ZERO MOSTEL

PETE JOHNSON and ALBERT AMMONS
FAMOUS NEGRO JERICHO QUINTET
AND OTHER BIG SURPRISES

thursday evening, december 24th

MANHATTAN CENTER
FRANK WALTHERS AND HIS ORCHESTRA

Tickets 75¢ in Advance—99¢ at Door
Tickets at Bookshops and Vet’s Office, 100 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C.
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HOW SOON CAN WE WIN?

A lecture forum series on “Victory—
and After,"” sponsored by NEW MASSES

Sunday, Dec. 20th at 2:30 p.m.
Hitler's Secret Weapon

Sunday, Jan. 17th at 2:30 p.m.
Planning for Victory

Sunday, Jan. 24th at 2:30 p.m.

Essence of Victory:
The United Nations

Speakers:

ROBERT MINOR
JOSEPH SELLY
A. LANDY

DR. BELLA DODD

MORRIS SCHAPPES
RICHARD O. BOYER
FREDERICK V. FIELD
A. B. MAGIL

PANEL DISCUSSIONS

by white collar and professional leaders

HOTEL CLARIDGE
Broadway at 44th Street, New York

50c each lecture . $1.25 for series
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