Paxinou receives no assistance from the cast
Mr. Greene has assembled to “support” her;
and practically no assistance from Mr. Greene
himself, in his role of director. The level of
Mir. Greene’s direction is but one cut above
the mounting of a high school play where
the amateur director has considered himself
fortunate if he can prevent the actors from
bumping into each other.

This is a sad performance of what gives
evidence, even now, of being a great stage
play. I say even now, because we tend to for-
get, when watching certain dated plays, that
they were of the “essence of revolutionary
thinking in their period. The truth about
Hedda Gabler—as character—will always
live, because her creator understood his crea-
ture. But the situation in which she finds her-
self seems somewhat artificial now.

ALvAH BESSIE.

“Our Singing Country”’
A presentation of 250 tunes from folk

song categories.

N 1933 John and Alan Lomax, father and

son, set out to gather and record for the
archives of the Library of Congress the vast
Americana that is folk music. Their findings
have been published in two important vol-
umes. dmerican Ballads and Folk Songs ap-
peared in 1934 and was one of the first
comprehensive collections  of American folk
music. Now we have a second volume, Our
Singing Gountry (Macmillan Co., $5),
which contains some 250 tunes sifted from
the thousands found by the Lomaxes. The
book presents a thorough cross-section of vari-
ous folk song categories with chapters on Negro

and white songs of religion, play, courting,
and work. There are numerous ingratiating
samples of white ballads, Negro game songs,
Cajun tunes, breakdowns, fiddle tunes, work
songs and hollers. In addition there are some
extremely interesting Negro songs from Ba-
hama and a group of southwestern Louisiana
French songs.

The authors have overcome a difficult prob-
lem common to such anthologies, that of a
truly accurate recording of the songs. They
tell us how this was done:

“A piece of folklore is a living, growing,
changing thing, and a folk song printed,
words -and tune, only symbolizes in a very
static fashion a myriad-voiced reality of in-
dividual songs. With the development of the
portable recording machine one can do more
than transcribe in written outline what they
say. The needle writes on the disc with tire-
less -accuracy the subtle inflections, the melo-
dies, - the pauses that comprise emotional
meaning of speech, spoken and sung. In this
way folklore can truly be recorded.”

The records were then transcribed on
paper by the young American composer Ruth
Crawford Seeger, who has maintained the
characteristics of the singing style and yet
kept it simple enough for thé average ama-
teur to sight-read. However, the total ab-

- sence of piano accompaniments is unfortunate,

despite Miss Seeger's sound argument that

“the piano is foreign to the spirit of the

songs.” Authentic presentation of folk songs
is one thing, the practical use of this kind
of album is another. Its value is around the
parlor piano where the family or friends can
gather for a song fest. Very few Americans,
especially those who are able to pay the five-
dollar fee required for this book, are accus-
tomed to singing unaccompanied, as Miss

THE ARTIST, @ painting from a recent WPA children’s exhibition.
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Secger suggests. Long conditioning by radio,
movies, and concert hall is not easily over-
come,

In the preface the authors state that the
function of the book is to let the American
folk singer have his say. This is accomplished
and eloquently. Important as this is, it is in-
sufficient to the reader seeking the whole
picture of folk music. The Lomaxes fail to
make the reader conscious of the very real
connection between the songs and the environ-
ment that produced them. True, the authors
say that “The American singer has been con-
cerned with themes close to his everyday
experience, with the emotions of ordinary
men and women who were fighting for free-
dom and for a living in a violent new world.”
Yet nowhere does the text establish the effect
that ‘“‘everyday experience” or “the fight for
freedom” had upon the nature of the music.
I do not believe that it is the province of
the reader to discover these relations for him-
self. It is the expert and devoted students of
folk art like the Lomaxes who should help
us understand better the dynamic nature of
their subject. Such understanding will in-
evitably lead to deeper appreciation.

Lou CooPEr.

Interesting Recordings

“’Symphony in D Minor.” . . . Marian An-
derson in songs from Hondel’s *’Messich.”’

EsAR  Frawck’s “Symphony in. D

Minor,” his only composition in this
form, was written in his sixty-sixth year at
a time when he was a professor of organ at
the Paris Conservatory, and a highly respected
figure in the musical world. Yet its premiere
performance in 1889 was received with dis-
tinct hostility by both audience and orchestra,
and occasioned violent critical invective on
the part of the press. The celebrated English
horn solo which opens the slow movement
became a subject for ridicule solely on the
basis that neither Beethoven nor Haydn
had ever used it in their symphonies.

Today this music is among the best loved
in the entire symphonic repertoire. The first
movement Is recognized as a powerful dra-
matic musical utterance, while the revolu-
tionary use of the English horn—which ap-
parently required the broader musical under-
standing of a later generation to be fully
appreciated—is now considered brilliant.
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Take a
WINTER
VACATION

Shoot the works and point for Plum Point—
for a day, a week, or longer. {t'll do you good
v «.to ski ... ice skate ., . . toboggan . ..
horseback. Inside there's a roaring fire, deli-
cious food, ping pong tables, and a musical
tibrarv. Sounds wonderful —it is!

Lum point

ATTRACTIVE RATES FREE BOOKLET
New Windsor,N.Y. Newburgh 4270

New Week-End Programs

ORCHESTRA © DANCE CLASSES
RECORDINGS ¢ XCE SKATING

$3.50 per day—$19.00 weekly

CAMP CARS leave daily 10:30 A.M. from
2700 Bronx Park E. Phone OL. 5-8639

HIT THE TOP at

the new

HOTEL
ALLABEN

LAKEWOOD

NEW JERSEY

501 Monmouth Ave.

Phone Lakewood 819 er 1222

But NO TOPS in Rates—Woe're Very Moderate
TOPS IN ENTERTAINMENT]

ICE SKATING ON LAKE
Direstor: Jack Sechswarts, formerly of Unity Hetel

ENJOY WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY WEEK-END AT
CENTRAL
VALLEY

'Fw’:l;:'rrl: "%c::'vlsohn':y u;;ts'o tat OFIE(?E ALL YEAR‘

. Y. -acre estate. SKATING,
SLEDDING ON PREMISES, SK!ING, Indoors: Ping.Pong,
games, recordings, Hbrary, dancing. Exceptional comnany.
Open Fireplaces. Excellent cuisine. Every comfort. Incom~
_Farlble surroundings. MAKE EARLY RESERVATIONS

E
el.: Bighland Mills 7895 Your hostess: Fannie Goldberg

3

FOR WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY COME TO

ARROW HEAD

for diversions to meet the inclement weather — FONER
BROS. suspended swing & organized entertainment -— open
fireplace & steam heat, music recordings & library.
For outdoor sctivities — organized hikes, bicycling, to-
bogganing, ice-skating, skiing in miles of wooded country
the rest is up to you. Rates are more than reasonable.
Ellenville, N. Y. Tel. 502
olty information Dr. D. Newman JE 6-2334

LOCUST GROVE FARM

SYLVAN LAKE, HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y.

Enjoy a Winter Vaeation at an artist’s* farm, dedicated
to good food, good fun, geod feliowship, fireplaces, cozy
quarters, . . . ANl indoor and outdoor sports, Informal
entortainment—barn dances—Just 55 mifes from N. Y.
Limited accommodations.
Low Winter Rates
®George A. Podorson, 250 Park Ave., N. Y. C. PL 3-8928
or Locust Grove Farm, Hopewell Junction. Phone 42 F 31

B HOTFL ROYALF S

LAKEWOOD, N. J.

Al Play—No Toil Means Vacation at THE ROYALE
Freo Bicycling — Ping Pong — Boating — Entertainment
Wa Cater to Diets — Thrifty Rates.

SONIA GELBAUM, Prop.

SADIE DOROSHKIN, connected with Hotel Royale
Telephone — Lakewood {146 - 978

Enesco’s

In an authoritative recording by Pierre
Monteux and the San Francisco Symphony
Orchestra, the Franck symphony emerges as
a deeply moving work. Mr. Monteux, whose
recent reading of Ravel’'s “La Valse” was
well received, again demonstrates his sensi-
tivity with the baton. Although the interpre-
tations of the symphony by Stokowski and
Mitropoulos rank higher, the Monteux ver-
son is decidedly an important contribution
to recorded literature. (Victor $5.50)

ARTUR RODZINSKI'S flair for interpreting
Tschaikowsky’s music is vividly illustrated
in his new release of the composer’s fantasy-

overture ‘“‘Romeo and Juliet.” While the

word ‘“overture” ordinarily is applied to an
instrumental introduction to an opera, which
outlines musically the characters and themes
to be developed, it frequently describes an
independent concert piece, highly- descriptive
or of dramatic significance. Thus, the “Romeo
and Juliet” overture, inspired by Shakespeare’s
tragedy, is an overture but not a prelude to
anything. Without a detailed story we can
recognize unmistakable intimations of high
dramatic moments. The violent, slashing
rhythms which underline the bitter animosity
between the Montagues and the Capulets,
as well as the searing poignance of the love
music, are driven home with fiery lyricism
and impact by Rodzinski, and with superb
playing by the Cleveland Orchestra. (Co-
lumbia $3.50) * :

JAN PEERCE, the talented tenor long popular
with radio and concert audiences, joins with
Arthur Kent in a recording of the tomb
scene from Donizetti’s “Lucia.” Peerce, who
recently made his operatic debut with the
Metropolitan Opera Company, sings with
distinction, and Kent, a young American
singer with a bright future, deserves praise
for the intelligent use of his rich baritone
voice. Excellent support is afforded by a
chorus and the Victor Symphony Orchestra,
directed by Pelletier. (Victor $2.50) Doni-
zetti does not fare as well, however, with

Lily Pons singing arias from his “Daughter

of the Regiment.” Miss Pons’ coloratura is,
as usual, magnificent, but the charm of the
music is somehow lost in its transmission to

wax. (Columbia $2.50)

MARIAN ANDERSON offers an album, “Great
Songs of Faith,” containing songs from Han-
del’s Messiah,” Mendelssohn’s “St. Paul” and
“Elijah,” and Bach’s “St. John Passion.” Miss
Anderson sings with dignity and flawless taste.
(Victor $3.50) Also recommended are Mo-
zart’s “Sonata No. 36 in E Flat Major” for
violin and piano, as played by Albert Spald-
ing and Andre Benoist (Victor $2.50); and
colorful “Rumanian Rhapsodies
No. 1 and No. 2,” the first played by the
Philadelphia Orchestra, Ormandy conducting,
with Kindler ‘and the National Symphony
Orchestra presenting the second. (Victor
$2.50) *  MicHAEL AMES.

NEW MASSES Classified Ads

50c a line. Payable in Advance. Min. charge $1.50

Approx. 7 words to a fine Deadline Fri. 4 p.m.

FOR RENT

SHARE APARTMENT. Home atmosphere with con-
genial people, Telephone service, elevator., Female $15
Apt. 33, 505 W. 111th St.

FURS

SKILLED FUR CRAFTSMAN with factory in whole-
sale district can give you 35% below retail rates on
remodeling, repairing and custom made coats. Cleanin,
and Glazing also done at moderate rates. ASK FO
MR. ARMAND, 145 W. 80 St, N. Y. C, ARMAND
ET SOEUR, Chi 4-1424.

HELP WANTED

Wanted: Young man, -experienced xpailing_clerk, familiar
with Elliott addressograph,  stencil cutting, for, sub-
scription work. References required. Reply NM Box
1789, :

INSURANCE

- PAUL CROSBIE and CARL BRODSKY — whatever

ds—FREQUENT SAVINGS, 799 Broadway.
%OERD!EEUSNION gGENCY. Tel. GR amercy 7-5978,

LANGUAGES

ENGLISH. Matter-of-fact English instruction for native
and foreign-born. 26 years’ successful teaching. Three 1-
hour private lessons $5.00. By appom(ment..LANGUAGE
SERVICE CENTER. Lewis Bertrand, Director, 18 E
41 St., N. Y. C., LE xington 2-8838. . .

LAUNDRY

FOUR STAR HAND LAUNDRY—excellent work—very
reasonable—also FRENCH Dry Cleaning. Call & deliver.
404 E, 10 St., GR 3-1869.

MASSEUR

T
LICENSED, Expert Masseur. Reasonable prices. By ap-
pointment only. Write Nathan Singer, 144 Penn St.,
Brookiyn, N. Y. R .

PIANO TUNING

PIANO TUNING, regulating, repairing and voicing.
Member Nat’l Assn Pianq.’l‘un’ers, lac. {(a}ph J. Apple-
ton, 505 Fifth Avenue. Tel. MU rray Hill 2-2291,

VIOLIN INSTRUCTION

Radio concert Violinist. Accept Limited Number Pupils.
All Grades. No “Method” used. Methodical Training.

Creative individual Approach. CH 3-8549.

WANTED—FOR NEW MASSES

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES

1936—November 19; 1936-—October 20, November 8;
1937—February 23, March 2, 9, October 12, ‘Novembef
2, 16; 1938—March 15, March 22, 29, April 12, Septgm-
ber 20; 1989—May 2, 16, August 29, Nove.mber 283
1940—Aprii 2, July 23, September 3, October 22; 1841—
February 11, 18, August 12,

SUBSTANTIAL COMMISSIONS FOR NM SUBS will
be paid throughout the campaign for 5,000 new readers.
For details communicate. with Martha Strumpf, Circula-
tion Mgr., New Masses, 461 Fourth Ave,, NYC.

WEARING APPAREL

“New York is brimful of chic little bargains which burst
at the seams on the third wearing,”’ says Mr. Hillis. Well,
for the quality kind, at prices that won’t stagger you
(DRESSES, COATS, SUITS) see MISS GOODMAN at
474 7th Av. (86th St.). LA 4-4013.
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