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the best gifts . . ..

BOOKS

BREAD AND A STONE

Alvah Bessie. A new novel by the author of '"Men
in Battle." Samuel Sillen says this novei is ‘'tops."
Price $2.50

5

SENSATION FAIR

Egon E. Kisch. This outstanding German anti-fascist
author has written a unique autobiography that has
won enthusiastic praise from Mike Gold, Sender
Garlin, the Times Book Review, Price $2.50

SHOLOKHOV

;EH/E DON FLOWS HOME TO THE

Reg. $3.50 Qur price $2.79
AND QUIET FLOWS THE DON
Reg. $3.00 Qur price $2.79

Both vols. boxed $5.50

DIALECTICS OF NATURE

Frederick Engels, The Marxist view on natural
science brilliantly expounded by a leading theo-
retician, Price $2.50

LIFE & TIMES OF FREDERICK
DOUGLASS

An autobiography of the great Negro abolitionist
leader and teacher. Special limited edition re-
duced from $5.00. Price $4.00

WORKERS BOOK SHOP

50 E. 13th STREET
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NEW YORK CITY
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‘B ELLE POLITI/

Imporis Gifts /

FOR GIFTS

Handmade Jewelry
Handwoven Fabrics, Rugs, 4rt Linens, Scarfs,

¢ Handkerchiefs 1o

19 West 8th Street

New York, N. Y. §

FIGHTING SONGS of
FIGHTING MEN!

The Music Room presents on

KEYNOTE RECORDINGS
Songs 0f New China
CHEE LAI
stirringly sung by
PAUL ROBESON
ond the Chinese Chorus conducted by Liu Lang-Mo

310" records in decorative album, with booklet
of English tr lati $2.75

THE RED ARMY CHORUS
of the U.S.S.R. -

6 Stirring Songs of the RED ARMY with complete
English translations in 4 10 inch Records in deco-
rative album—-K. 103. $2.50

SIX SONGS FOR DEMOCRACY

6 records of the Internatiomal Brigade from the
Spanish War — ; 43.00

The Union Shop

133 W. 44th St., N. Y. C. LO. 3-4420
OPEN EVENINGS

Mail Orders Filled Promptly
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here which one. misses in “documentary” or
“naturalistic” reporting. The facts have be-
come transformed by the imagination, person-
ality, and understanding of the writer. A
delightfully sly sense of humor plays over
the pages. The “pictures and frescoes” have
a design, despite the effortless and seemingly
wayward manner in the Schweik tradition.
Kisch is a superb teller of tales, and it is
characteristic that his “autobiography” should
consist mainly of stories about other people.
As a reporter for Czech and German news-
papers he met all sorts of incredible people
in all sorts of incredible situations. One day,
for example, he called up the Prague Home
for Wayward Girls and asked the  Mother
Superior if he could visit the institution for
the purposes of an article that he planned.
After much debate by the prayerful patrons
of the institution, the representative of the

_press was granted permission to pay a visit.

The atmosphere - was stuffy. All the dignity
and moral rectitude of the world was con-
centrated in the reception ceremonies. This
was the first press interview on record. When
the “wayward girls” greeted Egon, the po-
lice reporter who had got around, with kisses

and. embraces, he was deeply touched. As

he recalls, and as we have no reason to dis-
believe, the board of trustees was even more
deeply touched. But if this story, as Kisch
tells it, ties one into knots of laughter, that
1s not the whole of it. For in 1933 the Nazis
voted a thousand-mark prize for the story
“which would best express the native wit
and humor of the North German Seaboard.”
The winner was the “humorist” of the Ham-
burger Fremdenblatt, Hanns ut Hamm. The
story: Magdalene Home. The author: Egon
Kisch (definitely.not of the North Seaboard).
When the Schwarze Korps, organ of the
blackshirted Elite Guard, discovered the ac-
tual source, it boiled over, not at the idea
of plagiarism as such, but at the “shameless
smuggling of a typically foreign strain of
thought into our National Socialist folk-
ways.” And, as Kisch puts it, “After such a
pitiful end to their vaunted prize contest,
all efforts to create a Nazi literature were
abandoned.”

Then there is the remarkable story of
Colonel Redl, involving an internationally
famous espionage case. How Kisch scooped
the world through information unwittingly
provided by the right end of his football team
(the same team on which Eda Benes was
halfback) makes a most delightful and re-
vealing narrative. The story of Tony Gal-
lows and how she got to heaven, the epi-
sode with the Siamese Twins, the famous
altercation between grandmother Kisch and

Egon in which it was incontrovertibly estab- -

lished that the capital of Salzburg is Salz-
burg, and scores of other anecdotes give
Sensation Fair the character of an inexhausti-
ble mine of significant anecdote. It is hardly
any wonder that Kisch has been just about
the most widely plagiarized writer in the
world. He has strewn the path of his fellow
authors with irresistible temptations. -

But it is not only the stories as such that
give the book its unique flavor. Kisch’s wise
observations on everything from Dante to
modern theories of criminology are always
fresh and stimulating. He is eternally curious
about life. One feels in the presence of this
book, as in the presence of the author him-
self, a richness and zest that cannot be de-
feated in the most difficult conditions of exile.
His work radiates a deep love for humanity
and a deep hatred for everything that seeks
to crush humanity. In his sparkling diction,
at once considered and colloquial, in his highly
individual style, which Guy Endore’s trans-
lation so beautifully communicates, one sees
reflected the buoyancy and seriousness which
are equally basic to his character. This un-
swerving enemy of fascism will ene day soon
—as soon as the united effort of mankind
succeeds—return to Prague. And many of
us Americans look forward to the day when
we can come to Prague and listen to him, as
he once listened to Methodius, reciting his
“ballads of fact.” We shall listen with the
same awe and appreciation. And with ever
greater love.

SamMuUEL SILLEN.

Jawaharlal Nehru

TOWARD FREEDOM, The Autobiography of Jawaharial
Nehru. The John Day Co. $4.

AWAHARLAL NEHRU as an individual paral-

"lels the complexity of his country. He also
reflects the strength and hope of his people.
He has taken part in every major struggle for
the political, social, and cultural advancement
of India today. Prison is as familiar to him
as his own home.

But Nehru's autobiography is much more
than a record of Indian politics. It is a careful
self-portrait of a man who knows that his
character, weakness, and fortitude have more
than a restricted personal importance. Neither
vain nor falsely modest, Nehru speaks of his
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accomplishments and failings with candor
because he sees them duplicated in the fail-
ares and successes of the liberation movement.

Nehru’s description of his early home life
and the conversion of his father to a radical
point of view is at once charming and deeply
serious. For the father, Motilal, a successful
lawyer influenced by his son, became one of
the many great Indian patriots imprisoned
for their service to the people. A similar
warmth and understanding appear in his re-
lations with his wife, Kamala, who is now
dead. In 1931 she was arrested following
Nehru's own detention in connection with 2
“No Tax” campaign in the United Provinces.
She managed to send him a message: “l am
happy beyond measure to follow in the foot-
steps of my husband.” Nehru remarks ten-
derly, “Probably she would not have said just
that if she had thought over the matter, for
she considered herself a champion of woman'’s
rights against the tyranny of man!”

When Nehru returned from a trip to
Europe in 1927 he brought with him the so-
cialist ideas which were to guide him in his
future political actions. He had attended the
Brussels Congress of Oppressed Nationalities
and had been influenced by the uncompromis-
ing stand of the Communists as contrasted
with the vacillation of the Social Democrats.

While not a Communist, Nehru has gained
tremendously from his contact with Com-
munist theory. It has helped him to appraise
correctly many puzzling features in Indian
tife and to combat reactionary forces work-
ing within the framework of the national
movement. Nehru has been the most out-
spoken enemy of communalism, or religious
separatism, which seeks to divide Moslem
from Hindu India in the interests of imperial-
ism and feudalism. His advanced stand has
brought him into reluctant but inevitable
opposition to Gandhi. His personal feeling for
Gandhi and his recognition of the latter’s
qualities as a leader do not blind Nehru to
Gandhi’s inflexibly religious, petty bourgeois
outlook. He has, however, not stood up against
Gandhi as strongly as he might, possibly from
an all-too-human affection.

Nehru's view of international developments
has been nearly always right. He has often
paid tribute to Soviet democracy, notably in
his presidential address to the Lucknow Na-
tional Congress in 1936. He was a consistent
enemy of appeasement and spoke angrily
against the Chamberlain betrayal of Europe
to fascism. Though his narrative does not
include the most recent events, one is left
in no doubt as to what his stand would be
today.

Nehru, who was arrested again in August
1940, has just been released from jail. His
continued imprisonment at a time when the
British people need the support of the demo-
cratic forces in India as never before, was a
paradox which was not lost upon the masses
of Britain. In a statement, insisting upon a
more vigorous prosecution of the war against
the common enemy, Hitlerism, the National
Committee of the People’s Convention urged
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that the “just demands” of the people of
India and the colonies be met and all political
prisoners be released.
That demand has been answered in part by
the freeing of Nehru.
CuarrLes Huwmsorpr.

Ovtside Looking In
INSIDE LATIN AMERICA, by John Gunther. Harper &
Bros. $3.50.

LIKE its predecessors, Inside Europe and In-
side Asia, this volume is a glib piece of
history-through-personality. Anecdotes take
first place; hasty personal observations -are
second ; social and economic background run
third. Inaccuracies and sloppy generalizations
are plentiful; and one finds enough obvious
errors to make Mr. Gunther's stories sus-
pect unless confirmed by other sources. But
once all this is said, it must also be admitted
that the sketches about our neighbors to the
south are very vivid and not usually unfair;

at least the author is free from the wild -

prejudices of a man like Carleton Beals, and
he pictures the immediate political patterns
of the Latin American republics in greater
detail than the other recent popular surveys.
When Mr. Gunther is most seriously inaccu-
rate, as, for example, in misrepresenting the
circumstances of Luis Carlos Prestes’ latest
“trial,” it seems to be less out of malice,
and more because of a reluctance to spoil a
picturesque story by inquiring too closely into
the truth.

Most Latin Americans who have read this
book have not taken to it very kindly. Nega-
tive reactions have appeared in the Latin
American press and in the New York Spanish

daily, La Prensa. One of the grievances of

our Latin American friends concerns M.
Gunther’s method of work. He spent many
years as a correspondent’ on the continent
before writing Inside Europe; likewise with
his volume on Asia; but he presumed to
write Inside Latin America after only a few
months of an airplane tour, hopping from
capital to capital of the twenty republics.
True enough, his visits were conscientious.
He visited them all. And as he states in his
preface, he covered 18,938 miles by air. He
chatted with an imposing number of presi-
dents and foreign ministers, and he seems
certainly to have read a half dozen standard
works in English about the hemisphere. One
must credit his ability to compose such a

volume, in many ways so much more informa--

tive than those of writers with a longer
experience. Still, as one Bolivian journalist
suggests, it should have been entitled Outside
Latin America, or Latin America From the
Quiside Looking In.

On the other hand, many other comments
from Latin “America are less justified. It
does no service to the Good Neighbor policy
to pretend that all Latin American digni-
taries are democrats and honest public ser-
vants. If the present government of Peru,
for example, is furious with Gunther for
his description of the way it keeps itself in

Formerly Lewusahn ] Es‘tate —_ Open All Year
ICE SKATING ON PREMISES, SKIING, SLEDDING.

One hour from N. Y. 295 acres of fascinating hiking country, In-
doors: Ping Pong, games, recordings, library, dancing, exoceptional
el op excellent cuisine. Every comfort. Incom-
paral 8 ﬂl'l'

en fir
ound
(Tel. Highland Mnlls 7895) Your Host

Catdh

¢ Fannie L}

LOCUST GROVE FARM

SYLVAN LAKE, HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y.

Enjoy New Year's Vacation at an artist's* farm, dedicated
to good food, good fum, good fellowship, firep laces, cozy
quarters, . . . All indoor and outdoor sports lnformal
entertainment—barn dances—Just 55 miles from Y.
Limited accommodations.
Low Winter Rates

*George A. Podorson, 250 Park Ave., N. Y. C. PL 3.8926
or Locust Grove Farm, Hopewsll Junction. Phone 42 F 31

7[18 WOoMcznas

WE'LL BE OPEN ALL WINTER!
SKIING on our grounds or at the well- known Pheenicia
slope. SKATING on our pond. TOBOGGANING and
sledd:’nu over our 315 acres. RATES: $25 per week, $5
per day,
SIGGIE GOLDNER, Phoenicia, New York
Phoenicia 2373

HOTEL HARMONY

505 Forrest Ave., Lakewood, New Jersey
MAKE RESERVATEIZXI@IS,YFOR NEW YEAR’S

Entertainment, free bicycling
Yudis Gross Anna Broude
Tol. Lakewood 450, 936 formerly of Royale Hotel

%““ ““BEAC ONNY =2 R
TEL BEACON 75 y

Nem Pear's Hare

* ALMANAC SINGERS
* BEACON PLAYERS
* FILM—OPPENHEIM FAMILY
* HOLIDAY MENU
* WINTER SPORTS
* ORCHESTRA
PRICE (includes everything) only 84
per day—3$19 per week

Reservations accepted for the 4-day Xmas
or New Year's weekends or for a week.
Transportation: Phone OL 5-8639

For an interesting New Year’s vacation
come to

ARROW HEAD

for diversions to meet the inclement weather—
FONER BROS. suspended swing & or-
ganized entertainment — open fireplace &
steam heat, music recordings & library.

For outdoor activities — organized hikes,
bicycling, tobogganing, ice-skating, skiing in
miles of wooded country & the rest is up to
you. Rates are more than reasonable.

ARROW HEAD LODGE
. Ellenville, N. Y. Tel. 502
city information Dr. D. Newman Je 6-2334

Usg
501 Monmouth Ave, i

Phone Lakewood 819 or (222 R Ac“

But NO TOPS in Rates—We're Very Moderate
New Year’s Reservations Accepted
TDPS IN ENTERTAINMENT! LAURA DUNCAN AND AL
088, CONCERT YRIO, MEMBERS OF ARTEF GROUP.
Director: Jack Schwarls, Jormerly of Unity Hotel

HIT THE TOP at

the new

HOTEL
ALLABEN

LAKEWOOD
NEW JERSEY
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