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Posters are executed rapidly, following the
news. They are exhibited in the now world-
famous windows of the Tass news agency and
thousands of reproductions by stencil process
are distributed throughout the country. A
special editorial board has been set up to dis-
cuss ideas and gags with the artists. The old
postcards with their views of city and country
have been replaced by cards with agitational
cartoons in bright colors, based upon folklore
expressions and humor. Satirical posters di-
rected at the enemy are plastered on every
wall in Moscow. All satirical verses, recited
and set to music, are illustrated. Groups of
artists have gone to the front and held con-
ferences with soldiers and partisans.

Even the normal cultural function of art
is not forgotten. When the artists of White
Russia were evacuated from their territories
overrun by the enemy last summer, they con-
tinued their work in other Soviet Republics.
No one shouted that they were ‘boon-
dogglirig” or that the government was “molly-
coddling” them.

‘What then can American artists do in this
war? The President of the United States has
acknowledged the artists’ acceptance of their

respousibility as citizens, In his address to the .

nation on April 28, he said, “Our soldiers and
sailors are members of well disciplined units.
But they are still and forever individuals—
free individuals. They are farmers, workers,
businessmen, professional men, artists, clerks.
They are the United States of America.” The
artists ask for rnio more than the privilege of
assuming their duties, and of using their craft
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as one among many weapons to defeat the
enemy. They have proposed the unification
of. all federal agencies dealing with art, such
as the Treasury and WPA, and the employ-
ment of artists on a non-relief basis. They
will do war posters, cartoons, silk screen
work and educational displays for the Army,
Navy, and government departments, illustra-
tions for government books and pamphlets,
murals and heroic sculpture and floats for pa-
rades. They can organize exhibits and other
cultural entertainment for the camps and ser-
vice clubs, working with the Morale Division
of the Army. They can contribute to .the
decoration and design of war housing. They
can easily be trained for camouflage, photog-
raphy, map-making, and other technical
work. The old outworn distinction between
“fine” and “applied” art will be further
broken down by the tasks which the artist
accepts today.,

Even more important for the artist, his
work will open to him fields of knowledge
from which he has long been barred by the
division of labor and social custom. He will
go into the laboratory, the factory, the field,
and into battle, learning to see in a new way,
comprehending the world of science, and mak-
ing human beings and human relationships
once more the subject of his creative labor.
He will use all the resources of the recent
traditions of painting and sculpture—post-
impressionism, expressionism, ‘‘abstract” art,
surrealism—but he will deepen the aim of art,
returning it to the humanistic strivings of the
people. As the League states:

“Need creative work motivated by the
stormy passions or the tumultuous ideas of this
people’s war give rise to an art of lesser
dimension than that of the landscape, the still
life, or the abstraction? Need sculpture of the
heroes of Bataan, or paintirigs of heroes of
production be less dignified than a bather of
Cezanne or less inspiring than a ballet girl
by Degas? The answer has already been given
by such great achievements as the ‘Guernica’
by Picasso, the ‘Seventh Symphony’ written
for the defense of Leningrad by Dmitri Shos-
takovitch and by the wonderful art of the
United Nations. The best contribution that
the artists can make collectively to the war
will be through art. The nation has need for
paintings, sculpture and graphic art about the
great realities of the war.”

With this statement, American artists an-
nounce that they have come of age. Will they
be permitted to work for victory?

CHaRrRLES HUMBOLDT,

Exciting Soviet Film
“’Red Tanks’’ clicks. . . . New Hollywood
comedy has ideas.

EITHER wholly documentary nor wholly

fictive, Red Tanks may perhaps best be
equated with some of our own productions
for defense, such as the recent James Stewart
short urging boys to join the Air Force. It is
the first Soviet film about and for this war
which we have seen here, except for newsreels,

From "Artists in the War," on exhibit at the ACA Gallery, 26 W. 8th St., N. Y, C., June 13-July 14.
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Boris V. Shchukin in
“REVOLUTIONISTS”

Brilliant, Powerful Depiction of a
Crucial Period in Russian History
and “THE INVADERS”

with Leslie Howard, Laurence Olivier and
Raymond Massey

Continuous from 10:30 AM. till Midnight
20c to 2 P.M.—Weekdays

IRVING PLACE THEATRE Irizs, e

Benefit Block Tickets at Reduced Prices—GR §-9879

Get Those Muscles Moving
for Defense
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RELAX — KEEP FIT!
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POSTURE CORRECTION —— VAPOR BATHS —
BICYCLES ~ WALKING MACHINES — HANDBALL
== PADDLE TENNIS — BODY BUILDING —
ROOF CYM — ETC,

Modest Fees
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and consequently has tremendous interest as
a source of screen ideas, over and above its
intrinsic interest of a powerful story straight-
forwardly told. Comparison with the Air
Force short reveals certain essential differ-
ences of attitude in film-making. The James
Stewart piece emphasizes its star's personal
charm in making the Air Force attractive, as
well  as such considerations as substantial
salaries, valuable training, and even the effect

“an aviator’s uniform has on the girls. In ad-

dition, it makes much use of photographic ef-
fects apparently hastily imitated from Native
Land.

Red Tanks, at first, seems quiet and unas-
suming by contrast. There is no direct appeal
to the audience. An important thesis of the
film is the fact that tanks are as intensely
dramatic as the more spectacular and roman-
tic air arm, for in the Soviet Union, where
even babies are air-minded, there is no need
to direct attention to the Red Air Force; the
other branches of the service need it more.
‘This thesis, however, is developed not as a
recruiting appeal but as incidental -to the basic
educational function of the film. Red Tanks
exists to show the Soviet people what can be
done with tanks. ,

This function it fulfills with enormous
power. Its cast is one of professional actors.
Its photography, on the other hand, sacrifices
the sleek glitter of studio perfection to the
dust of actual maneuvers, and thus gains in
realism what it loses in artfulness. Dealing
with an unprecedented mechanized advance
to capture a Nazi position, Red Tanks shows
us the terrible land battleships of the Soviet
reconnoitering, running down fleeing cavalry,
destroying artillery positions and crushing the
guns out of existence, leaping rivers like a
buck antelope . . . everything but flying. And

'when Lieutenant Karasyov tells the captured

Nazi general, “When necessary, Soviet tanks
can also flyl,” you believe him.

For you have seen, in the film’s climax, a
procession of tanks descending a ninety-degree
cliff. Linked together by frail-appearing steel
cables; the tanks go at the precipice as a party
of roped mountaineers might come down a
sheer drop in the Caucasus. They are literally
like flies on a wall, And their subsequent
crossing of a river and magnificent storming
of the Nazi stronghold seem almost tame after
their aerial acrobatics,

Nor does Red Tanks sacrifice human values
to the achievements of machinery. As a swift
account of a blitz, it must-of necessity limit
its “characterization to mere suggestion. And
yet the young soldiers of its tank crew emerge
as likable and believable figures, the Nazi
commanders are done with a wicked satirical
touch; above all, the warm human relation-
ship between Soviet officers and their men is
everywhere in evidence. Moments of humor
are not lacking, and the song of the Soviet

tank brigades is stirringly presented. In short, .

Red Tanks does not neglect its entertainment
opportunities.

Far more important than these, however,
are the sober analyses of the problems of war.

NEW MASSES Classified Ads

50c a line. Payable in Advance. Min. charge $1.50
Approx. 7 words to a line Deadline Fri. 4 p.m.

APARTMENTS—ROOMS

BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED, modern, 815 Room,
bachelor’s apartment, Will SHARE or SUBLET part.
$35 month. Schechter, Ch 3-6654, 220 W, 21 St.

FURNISHED apartment to SUBLET. 8 Barrow_Street,
Apt. 12A. 3 Rooms & Kitchen, suitable for 2 or 3. Con-
veniently located. Reasonable, Call after §5:30 P.M. All
day Sat. & Sun, Ch. 3-5254..

Share beautifully FURNISHED Apt., modern, free access
entire apartment, Brooklyn Heights, telephone, very rea-
sonable. Reply New Masses Box 1796,

FURS

SKILLED FUR CRAFTSMAN with factory in whols
sale district offers you exceptionally low rates on remoa.
eling, repairing, cleaning, glazing and custom.made gar-
ments, STORAGE. PLEASE ASK FOR MR. ARMAND.
145 West 80 St., N. Y. C, Armand et Soeur. Ch, 4-1424.

INSURANCE

PAUL CROSBIE and CARL BRODSKY — whatever
your needs ~— FREQUENT SAVINGS, 799 Broadway.
TRADE UNION AGENCY. Tel. GRamercy 7-b878.

LAUNDRY

FOUR STAR HAND LAUNDRY—excellent work—rvery
reasonable—also FRENCH Dry Cleaning, Call & deliver.
404 E. 10 St. GR 3-1869,

SCHOOLS—INSTRUCTION

Summer term of THE WRITERS SCHOOL, June 15-
July 31, Six 2-hour intensive sessions: Tuition $15;
Established authors as instructors. Register today. The
Writers School, 381 Fourth Ave., N. Y. C. Mu, 6-8790.

SUMMER HOMES

For Rent, COTTAGE CROTON-ON-HUDSON, Livi!;ﬁ
Rm., Bedroom & Bath, Kitchen electrified. Screen:
porch. Until Oct. $350-$400, Gropper, Croton 3619,

For Rent LARGE HOUSE, Croton-on-Hudson. 5 Bed-
rooms, 2 baths & showers, large living room, large dining
room, kitchen electrified. Until Sept. 15, $700. Gropper,
Croton 3619.

VACATION RESORTS

FARM CAMP for Children. Swimming, Games, Handi-
crafts, Home cooking. $15 wk. $125 season. Booklet,
Separate_accommodations adults %19 wk. $3 day. Floyd
Wilson, Box 144, Woodstock, N. Y.

EAST HILL FARM, Youngsville, Sull. Co., N, V.
Mountaintop hideaway.. Modern. Coloriul, rustic dining
room, Swim, tennis. And food! Mmmm! $20 wk., $38.50
daily July 4th. Tel. Jeffersonville 78F21. BOOKLET.
Managers: Those Young City Slickers, .

‘WORKERS REST—Reasonable. Furnished House, Bun-

galows, Rooms. Beautiful location near Delaware River.
Daily seasonable vegetables from our farm. Ars, ER-
WINNA, PA

WANTED—FOR NEW MASSES

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES
1935——-November 19; 1986—All Issues; 1937—February
23; March 2, 9; October 12; November 2, 16; 1988—
March 15, 22, 29; April 12; September 20; 1930—
May 2, 16; August 29; November 28; 1940—April 2;
July 23; September 8; October 22; 1941—February 11,
18; August 12,

SUBSTANTIAL COMMISSIONS FOR NM SUBS will
be paid throughout the campaigl& for 5,000 new readers.
For details communicate with Martha Strumpf, Circula~
tion Mgr., New Masses, 461 Fourth Ave, N, Y. C,
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STAY AND PLAY AT:

.~ MAUD'S

SUMMER ‘RAY

North Braneh, Snll. Co., N, Y,
Tel. Callicoon 95
Private Lake, All Sports, Dancing, Dra-
ics, Mari Musical Rumba
Bar, Broadway Theatre Artists
:GALA 4th OF JULY WEEKEND
SENSIBLE RATES
Erie R. R. to Callicoon
Daily—Buses Dirsct~—Mountain Transit Line
Greyhourd Terminal — 50th St. & 8th Ave.
CO 5-3000 City Information : DI ckens 2-5786

.....

MERRIEWOODE

A CAMP FOR ADULTS STODDARD, N. H,

FOR YOUR ENIQYMENT: Besuiiful Highland Lake,
10 miles long wlthgoodﬁshingnndfreeuseofboota

and cauoes, I'nt.eresung hiking objectives through
land trails, tennis and ha.ud.ba.ll ctmtt.s, bo,dmmwn.
s!mﬂleboud, u’chery. rm

gay compx

ping-pong, eto.
Intelligent, 8 & $32  weokly.
Intalligent, " gay _corbponiondhip, - ﬁ . BARON, D

Enlw your vacation et Camp Followers of the Trall.
Tennis, handball, baseball, ping-pong, swimming, dancing,
otc. Delicious food—pleasant atmosphere. $18.00 per week
$5.50 for Saturday and Sunday Fare by hoat 450 roun:

trip, by train 87¢. Buchanan, N. Y. Phono Peekskill 2879.

This Adult Camp. ..

in safe little sheltered cove near
picturesque Gloucester. Salt water
swimming, sailing, boating and
fishing on premises. Dancing, ten-
nis, trips and all sports. Six hours
by train from New York.

Write for booklet and rates

Gloucester, Mass.
ABRAM RESNICK

Director

LOCUST GROVE FARM
SYLVAN LAKE, HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y.

A “smallish” Informal place overlooking miles of scenlo
hills in tower Dutchess County.

Al sports—Barn Dances—Nearby lake—Open all year—
Just 58 miles from New York.

LIMITED ACCOMMODATIONS — LOW RATES

GEORGE A. PODORSON, Locust Grove Farm
Clty Phone: SH 3.47t6—Hopewell Junction, Phone 42 F 31

SACKS FARM

Most Beautiful Country. Acres of pine woods.
Tennis. Horseback. Swimming. Bicycling. Ping-
Pong and very goad food.

Spring rates $20.00 per week. $3.50 per day.
Saugerties, N. Y. Telephone: 590J

Most enchantingly beautiful spot In tho Catskills
Far off the beaten path. Elevation 2 00 ﬂ

HILLCREST Beaverklll Lake

Livingston Manor R. R. Statlon UNION GROVE, N. Y.
Phone Livingston Manor 218Jit
Telegraph~—Hiticrest, Livingston Manor, N. Y.
Delightful mile-long lake at your door
All outdoor sports - free on the premises
: No socisl staf. Fine American-Jewish meals
June rates $19-320 per wk. July, August rates $20-324
s — R —

Remember Last Year’s Fun?

GROPPER’S

Annual July 4th Party for
Qnti-Fascist Refugees
CROTON-ON-THE-HUDSON
ENTERTAINMENT
$1.50 includes dinner—75¢ general adm.
from 4 P.M. Reservations
JOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE
COMMITTEE

425 4th Avenne MU 3.0180
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This is the first war film I have seen which
actually presents a tactical problem and its
solution; the first which acknowledges that
the people, the audience, must participate ac-
tively in the conduct of the war; which does
not consider the technique of battle a pro-
fessional secret. This serious and adult ap-
proach is beginning to appear in our own films
for civilian defense. It should spread to all
wartime movies.

AT FIRST SiGHT T'ake a Letter, Darling is
just another of the screwball comedies which
derive their humor not from their truth to
life but from their improbability. This is a
second-rate sort of laughter, depending enor-
mously on surprise. It does not live in the
memory; and, as almost all the possible film
surprises have been exhausted by this time,
the screwball comedy has fallen on evil days.
Take a Letter, Darling is certainly livelier
than most, being distinguished by its charac-
ters’ appalling honesty—they tell -the truth
about each other, the advertising business, and
Daughters of the Old South, Many of the
lines are hilarious; the basic joke, that of a
female advertising executive with a male
secretary-gigolo, will do at a pinch to hang

" a picture on. Nevertheless, and in spite of.

Rosalind Russell, you might blow away the
film like a bit of thistledown, did it not con-
tain, like seeds in the thistledown, some ideas,

There is really no incompatibility between
hilarious comedy and deep thought, as Shaw
has demonstrated long since. It is hardly neces-
sary to say that Take a Letter, Darling is-not
in the Shaw category; its flashes of honesty
and intelligence do not lead to any steady
Mumination. As if by accident, however, it
makes at least one good point: that an inde-
pendent woman who earns her money is not
only more honorable but also more desirable
than a clinging female who proposés to marry it.

Considerable emphasis is placed upon the
first idea. Miss Russell, accused of being un-
feminine because she is efficient, blasts that
harem-minded absurdity out of existence with
all the considerable fire at her command. She
is effectively contrasted with a lady wolf from
the tobacco country—the “feminine” type at
its predatory worst. She is explicitly and sin-
cerely complimented for standing on her own
two feet like a self-respecting adult instead
of hunting a millionaire like . . . well, the
average Hollywood heroine. So all honor to
Take a Letter, Darling for this bit of sound
sense in the midst of nonsense.

Joy Davibman.

*

HE subject of swing music is evidently agi-

tating the brain-boys of Hollywood. Fol-
lowing Paramount’s Birthk of the Blues and
Warner’s Blues in the Night, RKO makes its
contribution to the field with Syncopation.
Like its predecessors, it is saddled with a
puerile love story. But unlike the others, it
makes one or two manly efforts to evaluate
the history of jazz with acceptable accuracy.

“TILL THE ]
COWS

COME HOME”
;:g* e

Its MORE FUN

At Beacon ‘

When the summer sun hegins to
shine—pack up and get ses for
your Beacon holiday. All favorite
sports for yon ambittous sthletes

. for more leisurely folk,
quiet, picturesque spots 0 read
in, write or merely dream. . . .
Entertainment, too, and danelng
each night in the week . . . in the
words of Ezra, “a happy-go-lucky
vacation!™

% Weekly Shows Al Sports l

w— SALLY WALTER ~-

And Her Band--BEACON BUDDIES <
‘ ’ Only 50 Miles jrom N. Y. C,

Rates 821 wk,
} £3.75 day

Camp ears leave datly
from N, ¥, Office

uc_un at
Camp UNITY

FOR YOUR JOYFUL

JUNE VACATIONS
Perry Harte, fresh from Broadway,
difects a crew of twelve top-
notch singers, dancers and come-
dians transplanted direct from
the city's stage successes. . . .

FRANKIE NEWTON'S

GAY AND FRIENDLY BAND

Informal  socials every night,
spirited’ sports, and a gay young
crowd . . . delicious food and
plenty of fun

Handbalt Concerts Swimming
Tennis Revues Boatin
Horseshoes  Swell Food  Baseball

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW!

Rates: $24-25 wk., $4.50 day
Off.: 1 Unioa Sq. Phone AL 4-8024

e LN]

¥ A
WINGDALE . v,
WINGDALE 2461

Office, I Unlon 5q., N. Y. C. AL- 4.8024

- WELCOME
MINUTE MAN
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