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plan for bringing socialism to the countryside.
Miss Rochester describes the unique methods
used to accomplish this rural revolution: how
the machine-tractor stations have aided the
collectives; how in 1933 some 25,000 Com-
munists from factories and schools were mobi-
lized to help the new collectives in their
problems of management, organization, and
bookkeeping; how in 1934 a Congress of
peasant delegates drafted a model constitution
to embody the best kind of relationship be-
tween farm families and the collective farm.

A chapter on. “Underlying Principles of
Lenin’s Analysis and Program” is of broad
general interest. It not only summarizes the
development of Lenin’s agrarian thinking but
it describes concisely—and largely in Lenin’s
own words—the process of social change.

“A. Postscript on American Agriculture”
affords a sharp contrast with the development
of socialist agriculture in the Soviet Union.
It brings up to date the chief findings of a
study which Lenin made of the 1900 and 1910
United States Census of Agriculture. Lenin
had pointed out the marked trend in America
toward the impoverishment of the small farm

- operators while larger operators tend to in-

crease their capital and constantly produce a
greater share of the total commercial output.
In short, the capitalist process pursues the
same course in both industry and agriculture,
with the sole difference that in agriculture
the process is slowed down by the draining
off of capital for the possession of land and
by the retarded development of automatic ma-
chinery for mass production methods.

Miss Rochester’s book 1s a “must” for every-
one who aspires to a Marxist library. And all
people who are deeply concerned over the
future of American democracy will want to
read and re-read this book, not only in these
wartime days but in the years to come.

LeEmM HARrnris.

Robert Frost’s Poetry

FIRE AND ICE, by Lawrance Thompson. Holt. $2.50.

BE Emersonian doctrine of self-reliance

is one of the forks in the road of our
American tradition. It may lead us via ig-
norance, smugness, and indifference right
smack up to Cal Coolidge’s doorstep. Or it
may lead us to a fiercely individualistic pride
functioning for a collective good. The doctrine

~itself is, I think, unassailable. What is im-

portant is the use we make of it, how we fit
it into our own time and for our own needs.

Robert Frost has built his house of poetry
right at this fork in the road. It’s a snug New
England house possessing all the virtues of a
lack of pretentiousness and an easy-to-take
style. Mir. Thompson sees in it far more archi-
tectural inventiveness than it really has. Pains-
taking and scholarly, his exposition of Frost’s
work-—humanistic in its slant—is invariably
that of a disciple rather than a critic.

For this poet contains the strength and the
weakness of the Yankee manner. His over-
the-fence farmer-talk with its wit, skepticism

(“We dagge around a ring and suppose, But
the Secret sits in the middle and knows.”),
taciturnity, shrewd indirection—we can build
more than stone walls with these. We may
question the philosophical priority of “Re-
sourcefulness Is More Than Understanding,”
but certainly the stress may be heard with
profit—especially in military circles.

It is when Frost (and Q.E.D., Mr.
Thompson) begins to relate the individual
and society that he goes Coolidgean. He is an
old States Righter and distrusts industrial
society and its inevitable centralization of
government. “Keep off each other and keep
each other off.” And “We congregate embrac-
ing from distrust as much as love.” What of
it? We must congregate nevertheless, so we’'d
better learn to do it as intelligently as possible.
Yes, we must become better individuals, but
this is not—as Frost seems to think—incom-
patible with neighborliness practiced inter-
nationally and nationally as well as locally.
Even he has understood this at times, as when
he wrote of this land:

Something we were withholding made us weak
Until we found it was ourselves

We were withholding from our land of lwmg,
And forthwith found salvation in surrender.
Such as we were we gave ourselves outright
(The deed of gift was many deeds of war)
To the land vaguely realizing westward,
But still unstoried, artless, unenhanced,
Such as she was, such as she would become.

SIDNEY ALEXANDER.

Addregs Unknown

WILL GERMANY CRACK?, by Paul Hagen. Harper.
$2.75.
0 THE observer of developments in the
main citadel of the Axis this book offers
nothing new. It is a diligent collection of
well known material and previously published
reports about the situation in Germany. It
points to the many weaknesses in the structure
of the Nazi war machine, ranging frem the
shortage of iron, steel, and oil, the transpor-
tation crisis, the need for food and the lack
of tractors, to the overaged, overfatigued, and
undernourished ‘German and foreign workers.
The greatest weakness is the political exhaus-
tion in the Third Reich.
The author describes the solidarity of in-
terests between big business and the Nazi

‘ruling clique, but government control of the

economic life under war conditions leads him
to the erroneous conclusion that.“big business
has definitely abdicated as the leading mo-
nopoly power.” What the author calls the
“continued retreat” of German big business
has been clearly refuted by the events of the
last few months: the most influential capitalist
circles, the iron and steel barons, have achieved
greater independence and power than ever be-
fore. This, of course, will not prevent the
disintegration of the alliance that constitutes
German fascism when the final crisis comes
and each group tries to save its own skin at
the expense of the others.
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Hagen proposes that the {nited Nations .
seek the collaboration of those elements in THIRD BIG WEEK
Germany who share their democratic outlook Arthiso and Anglo-Americam Films present
and have demonstrated before and during the

Hitler dictatorship their steadfast opposition “I N T H E R E A R 0 F TH E EN EM Y,,

to Nazism. The principle he argues for is good, (SPOKEN IN ENGLISH)

but his approach to methods of political propa-

‘ganda during the war and to the problem o § The thrilling drama of a Soviet Sergeant York Produced in Mosoow

postwar Europe does not go beyond hazy EXTRA ADDED ATTRACTIONS:—

generalities. © % *Children in War” % “More About Me”, An Interview with
Hagen gives no picture of the struggle of %* “Accordion Serenade” Bernard Shaw by John Drinkwater

the German opposition because he knows noth-

ing about it despite boasts about connections STANLEY THEATRE 7th ‘%-:ﬁ "v‘;,'it,'cg':i:“ﬁ;é%d Se. 25¢ El%ai,%:ﬁ & Hol.
and his trips in Germany. He ignores or falsi-

fies the activity of the most vigorous (German
anti-Nazis, the Communists. He wants us to
believe that the organized underground — m———— ——— =
groups in Germany are composed mainly of
supporters of his own Social-Democratic sect,

dinner on . . . . .

Neu Beginnen (New Beginning). Unfortu- ¢ the century of the common man”
nately for Hagen, this group is completely Hotel Astor, Tuesday, October 27 — 6:30 P.M
unknown in Germany though it has managed speakers: ’ ’ ‘ < ke
to place more of i.ts members in Fhﬁe Us 'Qﬂice Louis Bromfield, Chairman

of War Information and the British Ministry Carl Sandb Paul Rob

of Information than it can muster in the arl Sandburg aul Robeson
Third Reich. Now Hagen is attempting to Jan Struther ' Joseph Curran

guests of honor:

transmute the reputation he has gained in cer-
Aircraft worker, air raid warden, clergyman, farmer, machinist, miner, seaman,

tain American drawing rooms into leadership

of the German opposition. However, the re- social service worker, steel.wox;'ker, members of the armed forces, and others

sponsible heads of the German Social-Demo- contributing to the total war effort.

cratic Party in exile in America have pub- e ;

lished a wealth of material questioning and . . Resell'vatlo.ns $3.50 . . . MUrray Hill 3-0180 .

contradicting his aspirations to “leadership.” Auspices: Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, 425 Fourth Avenue, New York City
.o . y Dr. Edward K. B , chai .

Some day the German opposition will be r Sewar a”kyjc airman

amazed to learn of Paul Hagen’s existence,
ANDREAS NIEBUHR.

” the playwrights’ company. present
‘The Best? “THE EVE OF ST. MARK?” by Maxwell Anderson
THE BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES, 1942. Edited by directed by Lem Ward with sertings by Howard Bay
Martha Foley. Houghton Mifflin. $2.75. Aline MacMahon and a cast of swenty-five
. No other play has brought so much of the truth and anguish of oug w:;; zt& the theTatrc
1ss FoLEY’s collection contains one good BR 9.00aiso0KS Atkinson, “Times
M and funny Lardnerian story by James CORT THEATRE 48th St. East of Buay. at 2:40 p.m.; Eves. 8:40 p.m.

Thurber, and the rest might as well not have
been collected. The extraordinary thing about

for i of s but Tor iﬁiialéf"pfac‘;“;‘,i’. T

any other time. Irwin Shaw and John Stein-
beck, for instance, are represented by incred-
ibly slight efforts. The tone of the whole col-
lection strikes one as uniformly absent-minded
—as though the writers weren’t interested in
their own work. Possibly this is due to pre-
occupation with the war. But in that case
the nine stories dealing in one way or an-
other with it ought to be very good, which
they are not. The most successful of these are
the sensitive studies of refugees by Nancy
Hale and Marjorie Worthington ; the rest are
oblique, unreal, and not honestly felt.

The remainder of the stories are presumably
of permanent, rather than timely, interest;
but nothing new is discovered in experience
or in technique, and the themes are written
around and around to exhaustion. Even
“Biceps” by Nelson Algren, one of the best

This is an announcement to all our friends and
readers of the forthcoming NEW MASSES dinner
celebrating a new board of contributing editors.
The board will include distinguished journalists,
teachers, trade unionists, and artists. The place is
the MURRAY HILL HOTEL, at 112 Park Ave.,
corner of 41st St., the date, Saturday evening,
NOVEMBER 28th, at 7 P.M. The subscription is
$2.50 per plate and $25 per table of ten. Read =
NEW MASSES for further details of this event,
one that will be a landmark in progressive journal-

ceps” ' ism. For reservations call CALEDONIA 5-3076, or
o i Sk sems ovrwivn and 2 write to NEW MASSES, 461 4¢h Ave.
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