
Communist Election 

WIISD-UP 
RALLY 

MADISON SQUARE 
GARDEN 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1st 
at 4 P.M. 

HEAR: 
^ EARL BROWDER 
I ISRAEL AMTER 
j ^ Candidate for Governor 

I E L I Z A B E T H G U R L E Y F L Y N N 

jl B E N J A M I N J . D A V I S , J r . 
nS Candidatet for Repreaentative'at-Large 

• • • 
ENTERTAINMENT 

• • • 
Auspices New York State Election Campaign 

Committee of the Communist Party 
11 West 42nd St., N. Y. C. 

Tickets: 25c—50c—75c—$1.10 
The Workers Bookshop, 50 E. 13th St. 

THE MUSIC ROOM 
presents on 

VICTOR RECORDS 
an album of 

RUSSIAN FOLK SONGS 
sung by 

ALEXANDER KIPNIS 
bass, with Balalaika Orchestra 

Soldier Songs 
Siberian Exile 

Lullaby 
Dubinushka Kaiinka 

Night and others 

5—Ten Inch Records in Album 

M917 $4.25 

ERIC BERNAT'S 

'M^^^_^S^ 
The Union 8h«* ^ ^ * 

t3d W. 44th St., N. Y. C. LO 3-4420 
Opan EvtnlnDS Mail Orden Fillsd Promptly 

Brother, can you spare a typewriter 
to help 

WPB — Traunry Pro-
eiir«mont — Typewriter 

Purohue Prograa 

Win 
W E'RE not selling Typewriters to­
day . . . WE'RE BUYING 'EM! 

The United States Government is 
in urgent need of 600,000 typewriters 
—for use by the Army . . . the Navy . . . 
the Air Corps . . . the Marine Corps. 

These machines are needed for speed­
ing up war production and 
the movement of supplies— 
for transmitting orders to 
troops on land . . . ships at 
sea . . . even to planes in the 
air. The typed message is 
the fastest, most reliable 
means of written communica­
tion! Typewriters are essen­
tial to Victory! 

Manufacturers can't supply 
'em — they're making muni­
tions. 

But you can! You, Mr. American, 
who have one or several little-used 
standard machines in your office or 
home, or gathering dust in a stock­
room — or needing repair — or even 
rebuilding. You can help win the war 
by selling those machines to Uncle 
Sam. Not giving, selling! 

the war: 

Official U. S. 
Typewriter 

Purchase Depot 

H e r e ' s A l l Y o u D o 

Tel. BEekman 3-5335 
We'll send a representative who will 

arrange to pay you immediately the fair, 
fixed. Government purchase price which 
depends solely on the age of your type­

writer. 
Upon payment for your type­

writer, our representative will 
affix the Government seal to 
your machine, which reads: 
"Property of the United States 
Government." This is your 
guarantee that your machine 
will be used to help win the 
war, not returned to private 
use. 

D o n ' t D e l a y — A c t N O W 

Experts say that the speed which the 
American war effort moves in the next 
few months may decide whether the war 
will be a short one or a long one. 

Here's your chance to help in your 
country's all-out war effort. Decide which 
machines you can do without—and get 
in touch with us immediately. 

T Y P € U J R I T < R C O . . INC. 

"New York's 
Leading Typetcriter Exchange" 

123 FULTON ST. 
Between William and Nassau Sts. 

NEW YORK CITY 

caterwauling to the troops in the jungle, with 
improbably large areas of skin exposed to the 
jungle bugs. No more destructive undervalua­
tion of women's place in the war effort can 
be imagined. 

T h e prevailing attitude toward death is 
similarly cheapened on the screen. One of the 
most notable aspects of courage is a refusal 
to shudder at the thought of death. "Come 
on, you ; do you want to live forever?" 
In the fourteenth century, w^hen the Black 
Death depopulated Europe, entertainment de­
veloped the Danse Macabre, which reduced 
horror to farce and made it bearable. Exactly 
the same thing is happening in the current 
enormous popularity of murder stories, mur­
der plays, murder movies—but stories and 
plays which represent violent death as a trivial 
and amusing thing. T h e conspicuous Broad­
way success of our time is Arsenic and Old 
Lace, vi'hich piles up the laughs by heaping 
corpse upon corpse. Murder doesn't frighten 
you after you've taken a good look at Hitler-
ism. 

Political thinkers and literary critics are 
often impatient with this macabre laughter, 
seeing in it a mere failure to face a serious 
situarion rather than the invaluable psycho­
logical defense it often is. For it fills a need, 
it helps us keep our balance. Our present 
humorous enjoyment and callousness in the 
face of death may be repugnant to human de­
cency ; yet if we allowed the horrors and atroc­
ities to tear us in bits with proportionate emo­
tional agony we would be good for nothing 
except giving employment to a deserving 
strait jacket. T h e trouble is that many of 
Hollywood's horror-farces exaggerate this 
psychological defense until it becomes destruc­
tive itself. 

SUCH a film as To Be or Not to Be, a per­
fect example of the defensive laugh, of­

fended a great many people through bad taste 
and pettiness. More, the laugh often becomes 
hysterical, as in the dancing-madness of the 
slaphappy gyrations of our musical films. And, 
still more, the laugh often becomes a substi­
tute for action. I t is not true that you can 
laugh or satirize an enemy out of existence; 
those who try it usually discover that mockery 
is the slave's consolation for his servitude. 

Thus when Hollywood takes its old horror-
film mad scientist formula and turns it inside 
out, in The Boogie Man Will Get You, the 
product twitches with sick nerves. Basically, 
Hollywood is doing a healthier thing by mak­
ing you giggle than it used to by making you 
shudder; but The Boogie Man is laboriously 
crazy, and your head aches in sympathy with 
its writers. Somewhere along the line it picked 
up a few good action gags which contrast 
oddly with its adenoidal plot. T h e light comic 
touch contributed by, of all people, Boris 
KarlofE and Peter Lorre, and the heavy comic 
wallop of Maxie Rosenbloom, give it mo­
ments of delirious charm. Yet it tries too hard 
to pretend that everything's a barrel of fun; 
it is the work of frightened people, and some­
thing you shouldn't serve to normal adults. 
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The same holds good for The Glass Key, 
which started with much better material—a 
Dashiell Hammett novel and Brian Donlevy. 
The failure here is twofold; in the first place, 
Alan Ladd and Veronica Lake would give 
any film the rich mellowness of aa anripe 
persimmon; in the second place, this tough 
gangster stuff just doesn't impress us any 
more. I t used to be effective when we were 
gentle people in a reasonably unbrutai world, 
where violence was abnormal. Now it is un­
convincing, in The Glass Key, except for the 
vivid moments in which an elephantine thug 
makes a vast joke out of his own brutality. 

Nobody could give a hoot about either of 
these films on their own merits. They are, 
however, dangerously significant as signposts. 
Granted that the macabre is with us, and that 
we had better laugh at it than cry, it would 
be still better to think and act. These escape-
entertainment films are involuntarily side­
tracking thought and action, substituting a 
half-mad recklessness, and, worse yet, a taste 
for sadism. In consequence, these films are 
not valuable as morale-builders; nor can they 
be called cheerer-uppers; nor are they even 
entertainment. If we must laugh at death, 
let's laugh with our eyes open. 

J O Y DAVIDMAN. 

Idea for a Play 
AWah BQSSIQ suggests a dramafic pro­

duction of a recent novel. 

I T HAS occurred to a lot of people who have 
read Arnold Manoff's moving first novel, 

Telegram From Heaven, that it would make 
an excellent play. I'd like to second the mo­
tion, and urge M r . Manoff either to take a 
crack at it himself, or to find a good play­
wright to do it for him. 

The first thing that occurs to anyone con­
sidering the translation of material from novel 
to play form is dialogue and on that score 
alone M r . Manoff could do a bang-up job, 
for there is nothing wrong with the dialogue 
in Telegram—it is swift, pungent, highly 
redolent of the atmosphere that surrounds his 
characters. But as we've seen on innumerable 
occasions, dialogue alone never makes a play 
—the most startling example of this fact 
being, perhaps, Hemingway's play, The Fifth 
Column. Everyone had expected—rather 
naively—that since Hemingway was the mas­
ter of a peculiarly effective and oblique sort 
of dialogue, he would automatically make a 
good playwright. 

But dialogue aside, Telegram From Heaven 
possesses other excellent possibilities for the 
stage. T h e scope of its action, in a geographi­
cal sense, is limited; which would make it 
possible to present the play in relatively few 
scenes; always an advantage in the theater 
from the production point of view. Many fine 
novels, of course, range so widely both geo­
graphically and in time, that attempts to force 
them into the mold of the theater result in 
episodic treatment that loses the develop­

mental qualities which have made them mem­
orable in book form. 

I feel that Telegram From Heaven could 
be confined within the walls of Sylvia Singer's 
home, a park, possibly the optometrist's office, 
the candy store. But that is the playwright's 
problem. W h a t I 'm chiefly interested in is 
seeing someone attempt this book as a play, 
solely for what it has to say about the prob­
lems of its little people—a people Odets has 
used to excellent effect in his better plays— 
whose possibilities for drama have by no means 
been exhausted. 

For there are millions of little people in 
America, and the Singers (Sylvia and Mom) 
and the B. F.'s and the girl friends, too, 
present the pageant of America in their lives 
and aspirations. These people are full of the 
juice of life; they present, in certain respects, 
the least common denominator of human ex­
istence in this period of war and human up­
heaval: the struggle for survival, for security, 
for homes, husbands, wives, love, and peace. 
In Sylvia and her boy friend Paul, the stage 
would have a likeable human pair immediately 
recognizable to almost any Bi-oadway audi­
ence. 

T h e play form is obviously a much more 
rigid form than the novel, but nothing essen­
tial need be lost by such a transformation. 
Much of Sylvia's internal monologue might 
be lost, but even a good deal of that might be 
externalized by clever and valid dramaturgy. 
And such scenes as her conversations with the 
photograph of President Roosevelt, her strug­
gle with the amorous optometrist, her argu­
ments with Paul about the impossibility of 
immediate marriage, her scenes with her 
brother and her mother, would be as rich on 
the stage as they are in the book itself. For 
these scenes in particular go deep in their 
humor and pathos, and the pathos is genuinely 
the other face of the humor, as it is in any 
good work of art. 

T h e humor of Telegram From Heaven is 
not gag humor; nor is the pathos tear-jerting. 
They are reverse expressions of the same 
deeper emotion—the yearning for security, the 
struggle against confusion and defeatism, 
which is so essential a battle today. T h e scene 
with the optometrist, for example, while 
hilariously funny on one plane, is essentially 
pathetic on another—if you recall the moment 
when Sylvia frustrates his advances by smash­
ing several trays of his lenses, and he gropes 
about on the Hoor trying to salvage them and 
saying with utter bewilderment, "Look what 
you've done; just look what you've done!" 

These are scenes, and while the optometrist 
scene is not central to the play, the relation­
ship between Sylvia and Paul constitutes not 
only the chief conflict of the book (and play) 
but a problem in contemporary life that has 
deep and broad implications for America: 
the problem of the girl who seeks fulfillment 
in marriage; of the boy who seeks fulfillment 
in marriage at a time when his country needs 
his energies—and possibly his life—in the 
struggle against its deadly enemy, fascism. 

A L V A H BESSIE. 

NEW MASSES Classified Ads 
SOc a line. Payable in Advance . M i n . charge $1.50 
Approx. 7 words to a line Deadl ine Fri. 4 p.m. 

AGENTS WANTED 

AGENTS WANTED to get subscriptions for N E W 
MASSES. Substantial commissions paid and leads given. 
For details communicate with Martha Strumpf, Circula­
tion Manager, NEW MASSES, 461 Fourth Avenue, 
N. Y. C. 

CHILDREN BOARDED 

A F E W CHILDREN FROM 2%-10 to live all year 
round in quiet, comfortable country home. Progressive 
playgroup on premises. Excellent public school in village. 
Understanding aifectionate care. Housemother^ up-to-date 
nutritionist. Excellent references. Moderate prices. Write 
NORA ZHITLOWSKY, Croton-on-Hudson, N. Y., or 
phone Croton 469. 

FURS 

S K I L L E D F U R CRAFTSMAN with factory in whole­
sale district offers you exceptionally low rates on remod­
eling, repairing, cleaning, glazing and custom-made gar­
ments. STORAGE, PLEASE ASK FOR MR. ARMAND. 
145 West 30 St., N. Y. C. Armand et Soeur, Ch. 4-1424. 

GYMNASIUM 

Get in shape. Reduce—build up—relax. Trial visit $2.00 
includes Swedish massage, handball, vapor baths, indi­
vidual exercise, posture correction, electric horse, bi­
cycles, etc. Men, women, separate days. G O O D W I N ' S 
GYM, 1457 Broadway, Wisconsin 7-8250. 

INSURANCE 

PAUL CROSBIE and CARL BRODSKY — whatever 
your needs — F R E Q U E N T SAVINGS, 799 Broadway. 
T R A D E U N I O N AGENCY, Tel. GRamercy 7-5978. 

MEETING ROOMS—LECTURE HALLS 

MALIN STUDIOS, 135 West 44th St. For meetings, 
forums, rehearsals and parties. Call LO 5-7875; LO 5-
7778. 

PIANO TUNING 

PIANO TUNING, regulating, repairing and voicing. 
Member Nat'l Ass'n Piano Tuners, Inc. Ralph J. Apple-
ton, 505 Fifth Avenue. Tel. MUrray Hill 2-3757. 

WEARING APPAREL 

"NO A P P E A S E M E N T IN QUALITY"—Just great 
savings in really fine clothes (Mostly Originals) at 
MISS GOODMAN'S, 244 Lexington Avenue (34th St .) . 
MU 5-0607. 

YOU CAN 
BUY NM's 

QUIZ BOOK 
FOR ONLY $1 

OR 
S U B S C R I B E T O 

N E W M A S S E S F O R A Y E A R 
A N D CiET I T 

OR 
S E N D I N T W O NEW^ S U B S 

A N D G E T I T F R E E 

NEW MASSES, 441 Fourth Ave.. New York. N. Y. 
Please send me a copy of the NEW MASSES p U I Z 
BOOK, "What Do You Know?" 

n Enclosed find $1 in payment for the QUIZ BOOK. 

n Enclosed find $5.50 for which enter my tub to NM 
for a full year, and send me as a premium the 
QUIZ BOOK. 

Q Enclosed find 2 new subscriptions for NM and 
send me absolutely free of charge the QUIZ 
BOOK. 

NAME... 

ADDRESS-

CITY. ..STATE... 
Add $1 for Canadian Postage 
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11 , FELLOW A M E R I C A N S : Less than !fwo weeks rernaln of fheicampaign \o elect A new War Congress. 
The Congress to be elected on November 3rd will profoundly affect the course and outcome of the war— 

the life of our nation, the fate of democracy, of the labor movement and the freedom of all countries through­
out the world. 

The l^y to victory in this war for national survival is the unity of all patriotic forces—and the C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t j | places first in its election campaign the election of patriotic supporters of the war and of the nation's 
Commander-in-Chief, President Roosevelt. 

Victory in this war demands th ' m. Jiate opening of the second front, the strengthening of labor and 
national unity in support of our government and armed forces, and the c , ,' "on of a centralized war econ­
omy foi; all-out-war production. 

SuTch support for the war is the true measuring rod for candidates in this election. 

JJhe *^ngress to be elected in November can and must be a win-the-war Congress. ^ 

The initiative of the Communists in explaining and clarifying the only issue in this election—^winning the war 
—and the position of political parties and candidates on this Issue, can in many instances be decisive. 

The C o m m u n i s t P a r t y is on the air. We are issuing millions of pieces of literature. We are conducting 
meetings, forums, symposia to explain, explain and explain. 

Only thus can we aid win-the-war Congressmen to go back to Washington stronger, more determined and 
more4iumerous than before. 

We are therefore appealing to all patriotic Americans to help us raise a C o m m u n i s t P a r t y national 
eltfcion campaign fund of $30,000. 

^'iV^ Your contribution will make It possible for the C o m m u n i s t P a r t y to do Its part in educating and or-
' ^anizing for Victory in 1942. 

A ; Your contribution will help elect Congressmen who stand for a resolute policy of the offensive — for a 
Second Front Now. 

Your contribution will help smoke out and defeat the traitorous Copperheads. 

Your contribution will speak loud for victory on the air-waves and In millions of leaflets. 

Your contribution will help determine the destiny of our country and of all mankind. 

Give now and give generously. 

Yours for Victory, 

NATIONAL WAR ELECTION CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 
Mail clieck or money order to: Alexandsr Trachtenberg, Treasurer 

rrw.! aM 

II 

COMMUNIST PARTY 
^ WM. Z. FOSTER, Chairman 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYISN, 
Secretary 

ALEXANDER TRACHTEN-
BERGf Treasurer 

EARL BROWDER 
ROBERT MINOR 
JAMES W. FORD 
PETER V. CACCHIONE 

{intended for or directed to any corporation or person v>ho is recipient of work relief or other relief benefits from the United States Government or any other 
'• person front %ohom contributions for political parties are prohibited by lato.) 

l!Ks PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


