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"Mission fo Moscov/" dramafically records fbe long Sovief fighf for peace and collecfive securify, 

Russian heroism and wisdom. . . . The crimes of the Trofskyifes revealed by the treason frials. 

I N THE last few months Hollywood has 
reached a new level. At the end of 
1942 the film industry looked pretty 

black; with few exceptions, silly escapist 
films vied with films of the people's war 
which were neither about the war nor 
about people. Faced with a clamorous 
popular demand for truth, truth about the 
war, truth about Russia, film executives 
decided to abandon nonsense-as-usual for a 
new kind of motion picture. Intelligent and 
progressive screen writers led the w^y, and 
the result is 1943's galaxy of war studies— 
surely the most vivid and thought-provok- . 
ing analyses of a conflict that ever a popu­
lar entertainment medium offered the 
people. 

Vanishing are the producers' pet formula 
plots, the tried and true man-hunts and 
girl-hunts. In their place we have the 
actual world, made luminous with meaning 
by the screen's magical powers of selection 
and emphasis. In consequence, we are find­
ing it natural to discuss films with the same 
seriousness of approach one gives a fine 
novel; no longer is there any need to make 
allowances for an infant art. There was 
never any doubt that Hollywood had the 
finest screen technique in the world, and 
with the application of that fluid technique 
to worthy material Hollywood is now 
establishing itself as the leader of all film 
makers. 

Mission to Moscow is just about a per­
fect film. More than that, it is a new kind 
of film for our country, a departure as sig­
nificant as was Thucydides' first inven­
tion of the art of the objective historian. 
For this is history on the screen, history not 
sugar-coated with romance and false ap­
peals to our sympathies, but reproduced as 
it happened with only brilliant selection and 
emphasis of details to make its meaning 
clear. Wha t written texts need millions of 
words and months of reading to tell you, 
Mission to Moscow conveys with far great­
er vividness in less than two hours. W e 
have seen history faked and fictionalized, as 
in the lying Tennessee Johnson^ where real 
people were forced into an unreal mold'. 
W e have seen history emasculated by a 
phony reverence, obscured by a couple of 
romantic leads. W e have seen historical 
truths expressed by fictitious characters (as 
in Hangmen Also Die) and very well too. 
Yet never before have we seen the thing 

itself on our screen, the genuine recreation 
of reality. Mission to Moscow gives us that. 

In a prologue spoken by Ambassador 
D.avies himself, the film's raison d'etre is 
made plain. This screen version of the am­
bassador's book represents an objective view 
of the Soviet Union, the view of an Ameri­
can capitalist who does not accept Commu­
nist theory, but who can see facts with clear 
eyes. Too often the American people have 
been shown Russia through the eyes of fas­
cist Red-baiters, or the eyes blinded by 
prejudice of Colonel and Mrs. Blimp, or 
even the lying eyes of Trotskyites; and so 
the essential unity of the two nations has 
been undermined. Now the people of 
America want the truth, and must have it 
for victory. This film has been made to 
strip away the veils of illusion and lies. 

Mission to Moscow reveals, on the one 
hand, the cynical and fruitless appeasing of 
Hitler by the Western democracies during 
the pre-war years; on the other hand, the 
Soviet Union's long battle with traitors 
within and the forces of fascism abroad. 
In Germany, Davies sees the marching 

men and the swastika banners and the omi­
nous guns. He pleads for peace to the 
smooth, venomous mask of Ribbentrop. 
And he hears whispers. Something is to 
happen in Russia, something planned in 
Germany. T h a t was 1936. 

n p H E N , in Russia, he inspects the great 
•*- new industries of socialism, and notices 

among the signs of strength and progress 
the curious little incidents: sand in the ma­
chines, collisions and fires which could be 
accident but are'not. In Moscow he meets 
the leaders of the Russian government, 
working steadfastly for peace, while Litvi-
nov pleads in vain at Geneva for help to 
Ethiopia. And he meets others—Tukha-
chevsky, Bukharin, Yagoda—who are so 
strangely friendly with the Japanese and 
German diplomats at diplomatic parties. 

When these men are arrested and 
brought to trial the whole sordid story of 
Trotskyite intrigue comes out. Taken di­
rectly from the actual stenographic reports 
of the treason trials, the confessions- of the 
unmasked conspirators sum up Hitler's 

In the Moscow trials Prosecutor Vyshinsky draws from Yagoda an admission of his murderous activities in 
the Trotskyite conspiracy against the Soviet Union. 
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technique of undermining from within by 
quislings, the technique since grown so hor­
ribly familiar to the world. There is no 
editorializing here, no parenthetical ex­
planation of the involved relationships of 
the conspirators with Trotsky and Ribben-
trop; the trial reports speak for themselves. 
And the picture is clear. These men were 
traitors, saboteurs, and murderers. They 
were detected in time; -and Russia has had 
no quislings in this war. 

In the face of such evidence, the attempt 
by Trotskyites and appeasers here to sup­
press this film might be pathetic were it not 
sinister. History is not mocked; however 
many books Hitler burns, however many 
epithets the New Leader sputters forth, the 
facts remain. Yet it would be small con­
solation to us for our grandchildren to 
know these facts, should we, who need 
them for our survival, be prevented from 
learning them. Those who organized and 
led the attack on Mission to Moscow's dis­
closures are as surely agents of fascism as 
was Trotsky when he accepted his German 
stipend and organized his network of sabo­
tage and murder. 

Mission to Moscow tells more of Russia 
than the discovery of its quislings—the 
splendor of the Red Army, the joyous peo­
ple, the building of a new life, the struggle 
for collective security and peace. And of 
the reactionary statesmen of other countries 
it tells much; Chamberlain's umbrella, the 
sneer of Laval, and the viciously anti-Soviet 
Polish diplomat make a tragic combination 
with the arrogant Nazis and the smirking 
Japanese. T h e murder of republican Spain 
by fascism is not forgotten, or the betrayal 
of Czechoslovakia. T h e horrors of Japan's 
invasion of China are revealed in a Mos­
cow hospital where victims of bombing, 
brought thousands of miles, are being 
treated by Russian doctors. Stalin and 
Kalinin, Molotov and Litvinov analyze the 
development of fascism and the inevitable 
war; Roosevelt and Davies, after the Nazi 
attack on Russia, campaign against the 
clamorous isolationists; and with Pearl 
Harbor America joins the United Nations 
in the prophesied struggle. 

T o organize this cross-section of world 
history into a coherent screen play must 
have been an appallingly complex task, yet 
Erskine Caldwell and Howard Koch, 
who adapted the Davies book, have 
produced a simple, clear, and dramatic 
narrative without one moment of con­
fusion. This is great film writing; the es­
tablishing of a link between Bukharin and 
the Japanese, for instance, through one 
simple and harmless question exchanged at 
a party, is a touch of genius. Such small 
details combine with the coordination of 
great events to say everything as swiftly as 
possible. And the inspired writing has been 
aided by the unknown genius of the cutting 
room. However fine the script and the di­
rection, cutting (or editing) can make or 
break a picture. T h e interweaving of news-
reel shots from Moscow and Berlin with 
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N. Y. Drama Critics' Prize Play 1942-43 
THE PLAYWRIGHTS COMPAKY and ROWI^AND STEBBINS present 

THE PATMIHTS 
By SIDNEY KINGSLEY 

NATIONAL, W . 4 1 St. P E . 6 -8220 . Evgs. 8 : 4 0 . Mats . W e d . & Sat . 2 : 4 0 

• * • • n ^ K 
"Heroic! Hilarious! Heartbreaking! Overwhelming!" ĵ ?.̂ fm*̂ S' 

The Playwrights ' Company presents 

THE E ¥ E HF §T, MAHK 
M A X W E L L A N D E R S O N ' S Grea tes t Success 

C O R T , 4 8 St. E . of B 'way BR. 9 0 0 4 6 . 

Evenings including Sunday 8:40 
Mats. Wed. & Sat. No Mon. Per t . 

ARTKINO Presents—3rd BIG WEEK 

A brilliant factual Soviet film 

'RUSSIANS AT WAR' 
Fearless Men, Devoted Women, Brave 
Children. They Fight. They Work, They 

LIVE for Victory. 

Cont. from 9 A.M.—28c to I P. M. Weekdays 

STANLEY THEA. Ith Ave. bet. M-48 StB. 
WI. 7-

May 6-7—"LENIN IN OCTOBER" and 
"MARSEILLAISE" 

May 8-9-10—"ALEX NEVSKY and "GRAND 
ILLUSION" 

May 11-12—"GUERRILLA BRIGADE" and 
"LIFE AND LOVES OF BEETHOVEN" 

IRVING PLACE ™TS«f 1^*^ 
Benefit Block Tickets at Reduced Prices—SR. 5-9879 

RUSSIAN SKAZKA 
• Superlative Bussian and 

American Cuisine ic^' 
• Soviet-Amertean | J 

Becordlnss 
DIKKEB, tSc 

Late Sna«kB S@e Beear A Wlae 
17 Barrow Street 

IBT to e h r i s t o ^ e r Stoe«t 
Ind. Snbwajr to W. 4«b Street 

COMMNC MN NEW MUSSES 

"EASTERN POLAND" IS WESTERN RUSSIA 

ALTER BRODY EXPOSES THE POLISH FASCISTS' TERRITORIAL PRETEN­

SIONS WITH THE HISTORIC TRUTH ABOUT THE ORIGINAL HABITAT 

AND CRADLE OF THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE. 

RHINE WINE IN NEW BOTTLES 

WHAT THE AUTHORS OF "AMERICA. RUSSIA AND THE COMMUNIST 

PARTY" ARE REALLY GETTING AT. A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS BY 

A. LANDY OF THE DANGEROUS FALSITIES IN THE BOOK BY GEORGE S. 

COUNTS AND JOHN L CHILDS. 

WE REGRET THAT, BECAUSE OF TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES. WE HAD TO 

POSTPONE PUBLICATION OF THE THIRD ARTICLE IN THE CURRENT 

SERIES BY V. J. JEROME. IT WILL APPEAR IN A FORTHCOMING ISSUE. 
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Copyrigh-t Chicago Sun 

A DIPLOMATrC AND MILITARY 
ANALYSIS OF SOVIET RUSSIA 

$3.00 —''•Y Stanley J . Marks 

WasWngton, D. C, SUNDAY STAR: "This latest 
volume on our busiest ally is clearly presented, well-
docamenfed. . . . He presents factual material and 
builds it into a convincing case. His is a boolt wiiich 
siiould be widely read. 

Cliicago DAILY NEWS: "This book may help to 
counteract 26 years of American red-baiting." 

Hartford COURANT (Magazine): ". . . he does 
thinking Americans a favor . . . he intimates that 
future relations with the Soviet must be based on 
better understanding and mutual faith." 

United Press RED LETTER: "A worthwhile contribu­
tion on Rassta." 

Drexfil Udg. 
DORRANCE & CO. 

Phila., Pa. 

To 

JOSEPH NORTH 
Editor, NEW MASSES 

104 Eait 9rt Street, New York, N. Y. 

ii enclosed as my initial 

contribution. 

IN ABDITION, I want to pledge $ 

to that HEW MASSES can fuHy cover Ht 

ptaoRed budget. (Please indicate the data or 

datet of your pledged donation.) 

My pledge dates are 

NAME 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY 

STATE _, 

4ffei i ffon/ Anti-Faschfs 

^WANTED SSe* MORE Victory Volunteers. Already 

2500 untami^ts and other anti-fascists have volunteered 

to help SB tlie t ag days, MAY IS, 14, 18—to aid 

SPANISH KKPUBMCAN KEFUGBES. Write or call 

Joint Antl-Fascist Refugee Committee, 426—4th Ave. 

MU. 3-»l»«. 

Studio shots is so smooth in Mission to Mos­
cow that one is never aware of the techni­
cal process involved, while transitions from 
one corner of the earth to another are 
managed without uncertainty or fuss. Cut­
ters do not get screen credit, but they 
should. 

The peculiarly arduous task of imper­
sonating real people—and real people of 
great force of character, in most cases—-
has been brilliantly performed by the film's 
large cast. Walter Huston is miraculous as 
Ambassador Davies, Oscar Homolka as 
Litvinov. Such distinguished actors as Vic­
tor Fraiicen, Gene Lockhart, Henry Da-
niell, and Roman Bohnen make Vyshinsky, 
Molotov, Ribbentrop and Krestinsky com­
pletely convincing, while Ann Harding, 
Frieda Inescort, and Maria Palmer are 
particularly good among the diplomatic 
womenfolk. Dudley Field Malone's famous 
resemblance to Churchill is little short of 
uncanny, and, what's more, he doesn't act 
too badly. In the role of Stalin, Manart 
Kippen is competent though, understand­
ably, a little lacking in self-confidence. 
Captain Jack Young's familiar impersona­
tion of Roosevelt is a bit out of key here, 
being strained and oratorical in what should 
be private conversations. It remains to 
speak of the film's "music, ably organized 
by Max Steiner, which combines diverse 
elements such as Red Army songs, waltz 
tunes, and atmospheric orchestral effects 
into a harmonious score; and of its superb 
direction by Michael Curtiz. Yet individual 
contributions and details of acting seem to 
fade into insignificance when a film has so 
much to tell us. Indispensable and splendid 
as Mission to Moscow's technique is, the 
film's content is what really burns into our 
minds; for the film's content is the mean­
ing of this war. J O Y D A V I D M A N . 

Hussian Doeiseiieiitary 
The heroic fight of a unified people. 

"IXT'iTH Russians at War, the new film 
at the Stanley Theater, Soviet 

cameramen and movie makers prove once 
again their mastery of the documentary 
film. Every act, every scene is suffused with 
the meaning of total war, touched with the 
enduring simplicity of the Russian people, 
illumined by their unshaken courage. The 
core of Soviet documentary technique is 
this: whether it be an artillery duel with 
the enemy, a guerrilla engagement, or a 
woman worker bending over her lathe, the 
element of personality always dominates 
no matter what other reasons there are for 
the shot. This is especially noticeable in 
contrast to the war films of other countries. 
Desert Victory is perhaps the finest British 
picture of the war, but its spectacular gun­
fire fails to interest after a while because 
the film is reduced to a pattern of battle, 
the personal touch completely lost in the 
details of troop movements. 

NEW MASSES 
DLMSIFlEi APVEIITISEMENTS 
5Cc a line. Payable in advance. Min. charge $1.50. 
Approx. 7 words to a line. Deadline Fri., 4 p.m. 

WOMEN'S OPPORTUNITY 

A salaried job with a purpose for a woman. If you 
like people, and don't mind talking to them, tha t ' s a 
rocomniendation. If you ever sold anything, that might 
be .an added recommendation. But you must be bright 
and alert. An important steady Job on NEW IVIASSES 
must be filled. Apply in writing, giving references, to 
Herbert Goldfrank. NEW MASSES, 104 Bast 9th St., 
N. T. City. 

CHILDREN BOARDED 

A FEW CHILDBEI* FBOJH 2^2-10 to live all year 
round in quiet, comfortable c&untry home. Progressive 
playgroup on premises. Excellent public school in vil­
lage. Understanding affectionate care. Housemother 
up-to-date nutritionist. Excellent references. Moderate 
prices, Vfrite NORA ZHITLOWSKY, Croton-on-Hud-
son, N. Y., or phone Croton 469. 

BUNGALOWS TO RENT 

.MODERN—3 ROOMS—Gas, refrigeration, swimming 
nearby.- On bus line. KIESHMAN, New City. N. Y. 
•Plione New City 3397 or WA. 7-5383. 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

BUNGALOW, all conveniences, near Peekskill. Large 
room. Kitchenette, Bathroom, screened porch, play­
ground. Reasonable. Telephone—PR-4-1491. 

FOR SALE 

WBSTPORT, CONN., Bungalow, Swimming, Tennis. 
Children's Playgrounds. Reasonable. Call evenings— 
RIver.=!lde 9-2611. 

FLOYD WILSON FARM 

SMALL FARM CAMP for children 6 to 14, Sports, 
crafts, homelike. $29.00 for 1 week, $170.00 for » 
weeks—Woodstock, N. Y. Catalog—Box 144. 

PIANO TUNING 

PIANO TUNING, regulating, repairing and voicing. 
Member Nat ' l Piano Tuners Assn., Inc. Ralph J. Ap-
pleton, 606 Fifth Avenue. Tel. MUrray Hill 2-3757. 

FUR STORAGE 

FOB COMPIiBTB PROTECTION store your furs with 
us now. Special summer ra tes on remodeling and re­
pairing. Revitalize your furs by cleaning, glazing or 
blending. We extend trade-in allowances on your old 
furs toward new purchases. See Mr. Armand. 145 W. 
30th St., N.Y.C. Armand et Soeur. CH. 4-1484. 

GYMNASIUM 

Get in shape. Reduce—build up—relax. Trial visil 
J2.00 includes Swediah massage, handball, vapor baths. 
individual exercises, posture correction, etc. Men, 
women, separate days. Open roof gym. GOODWIN'S 
GYM, 1467 Broadway at 42 S t VS^Isconsin 7-82BO. 

INSURANCE 

PAUT. CROSBIE—Insurance of every kind—whatever 
your needs — FREQUENT SAVINGS. 799 Broadway 
New York City. Tel. GRameroy 7-6980. 

MANUSCRIPT TYPING 

Manuscripts neatly and efficiently typed. Union rates. 
Apply Box 1809, New Masses, 104 Bast 9th St., N.Y.C. 

The Unique Viewpoint on the Air 

"WORDS ARE 
BULLETS" 

NEW MASSES 
RADIO ANALYSIS 

Every Sunday at 12:45 P.M. 

WQXR - 1560 
ON THE DIAL 
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