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'Maybe you'd better NOT tell me." 
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li^SBBia 
FDR ixplodes Some 

Because of the Columbus Day holiday 
this issue of N E W MASSES went to fress 
too early to 'permit comment on Gov
ernor Deuiey's October 7 sfeech in 
re fly to President Roosevelt. — The 
Editors. 

P R E S I D E N T ROOSEVELT'S calm and lu-

••• cid broadcast on October 5 gave the 
couf de grace to the two principal myths 
by which Governor Dewey and his back
ers are attempting the mass seduction of 
the American electorate. T h e President 
demohshed the charge that the admini
stration is planning to keep the soldiers 
in the Army indefinitely after the war, 
and he riddled the Red bugaboo propa
ganda of the Republican campaign. Con
cerning the first myth he cited not only 
the W a r Department's published plan 
for speedy demobilization, but the legis
lation already passed by Congress and 
approved months ago by the administra
tion, which forbids the W a r and Navy 
Departments to "retain persons in the 
armed forces for the purpose of prevent
ing unemployment or awaiting oppor
tunities for employment." M r . Roose
velt, without mentioning names, brand
ed the Dewey-GOP propaganda on this 
question as "reckless words, based on 
unauthoritative sources," which are be
ing used to "mislead and to weaken the 
morale of our men on the fighting fronts 
and the members of their families here 
at home." ' 

T h e President dealt with the second 
of these disreputable myths in an of
fensive spirit. T h e cry of "Commun
ism," he said, was being used by "labor 
baiters, bigots, and some politicians" to 
attack "every progressive social measure" 
and "the views of every foreign-born 
citizen with whom they disagree." M r . 
Roosevelt cited the over three million 
copies of a Red-baiting document sent 
free through the mails by one Senator 
and twelve Representatives, all Republi
cans, and characterized this type of ac
tivity in words which deserve to be in
scribed in the memories of all Ameri
cans: 

"This type of fear propaganda is not 
new among rabble-rousers and foment-
ers of class hatred, who seek to destroy 
democracy itself. I t was used by Musso-
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own 
oun-

lini's Black Shirts and by Hitler's B • 
Shirts. It 's been used before in this o 
try by the Silver Shirts and others qn the 
lunatic fringe. But the sound and demo
cratic instincts of the American people 
rebel against its use, particularly b}i their 
own,Congressmen and at the taxpayers' 
expense." 

T h e President followed this vnth a 
brief statement which the press headlines 
played up, even though it was subordinate 
to his attack on Red-baiting and the 
G O P strategy of attempting to make 
Communism an issue in the elections. 
This was the passage in wljicii Mr . 
Roosevelt "disavowed" Communist sup
port. Evidently he had been under con
siderable pressure, not only from- the re
actionaries, but from some of his own 
supporters to include such a statement. 
When one considers how frequently cer
tain of those liberals who find fai.lt with 
the President for not being "advanced" 
enough demonstrate their own "ad
vancement" by resorting to R:d-bait-
ing, it is not surprising 'that he ac
cepted the kind of advice he did on 
this point. W e don't think it was 
sound advice, but his words shculd not 
be confused with the evil against which 
he struck his principal blows, 
course, just as inevitable that th 
munists, in common with all other dem
ocratic groups, should support F D R ' s 
reelection as that the fascists a; id reac
tionaries should oppose it. For tlie Com
munists, far from seeking to "under
mine the American system of govern
ment or the American system of free 
competitive enterprise and private prop
erty," are devoting their blood and en
ergy and ideas to defending our system 
of government and are basing tneir post
war program on measures th i t would 
enable the free enterprise system to fuac-
tion more effectively in the interests of 
our people and of world peace. 

At the beginning of his ac dress the 
President made a non-partis: :n appeal 
for a large registration and a large vote 
which, we hope, will help bring to the 
polls millions of those who might nor
mally be tempted to stay at home. This 
is not according to Pvepublicarj plan, but 
it is the way democracy worksJ And Mr . 
Roosevelt demonstrated the kind of po-

t is, of 
e Com-

litical courage which his opponent so 
conspicuously lacks when, in criticizing 
restrictions on the right to vote, he 
called for the elimination of the poll 
tax. T h e speech as a whole was some
thing more than a campaign document: 
it gives leadership to the people on the 
issues before them and on the whole 
future course of our country. 

Rogy@s' Gaffery 
' 1 ^HERE is a distinctly stop-thief note 

in much of the anti-Communist 
hysterics of the G O P smearbund. T h e 
House Campaign Expenditures Commit
tee has been so unkind as to place on 
exhibit some of the less fascinating char
acters who are this year finding the 
answer to their prayers in the Albany 
strong boy. For instance, there is Dr . 
Edward A. Rumely^ executive secretary 
of the Committee for Constitutional 
Government. During World W a r I 
Rumely was convicted and served a jail 
term as an agent of Imperial Germany. 
Though his paymaster today is pub
lisher Frank E . Gannett, politically 
Rumely still seems to be working the 
same side of the street. Some years ago 
he was executive secretary of the Com
mittee for the Nation, which backed 
Charles E . Coughlin in his flamboyant 
vendetta against the stability of our 
monetary system. For the past seven 
years Rumely has chaperoned Gannett 's 
Committee for Constitutional Govern
ment in activities which have won it the * 
affection and cooperation of fascist and 
anti-Semitic groups throughout the 
country. 

This outfit is now spending hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to defeat Presi
dent Roosevelt. I t had been trying to 
pa^ itself off as an "educational" organ
ization until the House Campaign Ex
penditures Committee called its bluff by 
demanding a list of its contributors of 
$ 100.or more. Rumely balked and he has 
been indicted by a District of Columbia 
grand jury and faces a possible fine and 
imprisonment. 

Another witness who followed Rume-
ly's cue in defying the House committee 
is the well known fascist operator, 
Joseph P . Kamp, head of the Constitu
tional Educational League and associkte 
of Lawrence Dennis and others of the 
seditionists now on trial in Washington. 
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