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IXFTH BIG W E E K ! 

"THE LAST HILL" 
THE MIGHTY EPIC OF SEVASTOPOL 

Extra! 
SONGS FROM "TWO SOLDIERS" 

Complete May Day Victory Parade 
Air Cooled. Doors Open 8:45 a.m. daily 

Doors Open 8:45 A.M. Dally 

STAMLEY ^.:z^)^i^'-^ ^ 

SOVIET ITLM 
59 "THE URAL FRONT 

also "THUNDEK ROCK" 
Bri t ish F i lm wi th 

Barbara Mullen a n d Michael Redgrave 
at Reduced Frlces GR. B-6975 

IRVING PL. 
AT 14th ST. 

IRVING PLACE 

SOVIET VICTORY EILM FESTIVAL 

"DAY AFTER DAY" 
in the Soviet XTnion 

" T H E BATTLE OF T H E DON" 
And How I t Saved Stal ingrad 

Plus Other Soviet Films 

Jonathan's best friends are a family of 
former slaves, salt of the earth; and 
he arranges to send their eldest son to 
France to study surgery. T h e son be
comes a celebrated surgeon but accepts 
his benefactor's advice to stay abroad 
if he would continue to be happy; the 
idea of returning to serve his people does 
not appear In the story. Escape is the 
only solution indicated. 

'T^HE economics of farming and land 
speculation, which have throughout 

the nation's history aided and fought 
each other simultaneously, is brought 
out somewhat more clearly in Mar 
quis Childs' The Cabin than in the 
treatment given them by Sedges. But 
the book falls short as a novel. Its 
theme, the effect on a family group of 
the death of a woman whose illness has 
been ignored, is too one-faceted for 
rounded-out characterization. Its inter
esting sidelights on American farm life 
and Midwest small to#ns are not 
enough to give it stature as fiction. 

STANLEY A R C H E R . 

*
r I T U ^ Tith STREET Brief Revlcws 
b I • T M (near 4th Ave.) 

Rtjcoio'cr'• 
I'., -- CAN :>AVt'»:' 
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Red Cross Pftofc 

CALL AMERICAN RED CROSS 

BLOOD DONOR SERVICE 

2 East 37th Street, New York City, N. Y. . 

MUrray HitI 5-6400 

^HHHWHtlfr̂ Mm^ 

**.'lMAIt*^ttet*** 

KEEP FAITH 
In^ius-^l 

^kiyhg] 
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SOUTH AMERICA CALLED THEM, by Victor 

Wolfgang von Hagen. Knoff. Ss-yS-

/ I *His poorly organized book contains 
a great deal of sensuous descrip

tion of the jungles, llanos and wild 
places of South America, and heroic 
paragraphs about the superhuman strug
gles of four men—-La Condamine, 
Humboldt, Darwin and Spruce-—to 
catalogue the botanical and geological 
lore of inaccessible regions. T h e mere 
recounting of the perils and hardships 
undergone by these intrepid explorers 
makes at times reading more thrilling 
than the most fanciful adventure story. 
However, they charge through their 
ordeals with nature in such a way that 
we see always the machete trail and al-
rnost never "the three-dimensional hu
man beings who wield the machetes. 
Quixoticism, rather than necessity, con
ditions their exploits. This literary meth
od is part and parcel of the author's 
philosophical attitude; his facts are un
organized and often semi-investigated 
and a -priori. Thus , "This Incaic civiliza
tion, nestling in the Andes, with its far-
flung empire, was as close as man would 
ever get to Utopia" ( ! ) Las Casas,- the 
reformer Jesuit missionary who helped 
the Pope to found the institution of 
Negro slavery by modifying the struc
ture of Indian servitude, is acclaimed as 
a mighty humanist! Metternich is one 
who hoped to "bring liberty and univer
sal happiness" to Europe! 

However, writers would do well to 
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stock their heads with the wealth of 
imagery—-cow trees, electric eels, pen
guins serenaded with St. Elmo's fire, 
etc.—to be found in such a book. 

THE LONG JOURNEY, by Johannes V. Jensen. 

Kno-pf. $^. 

n p H E R E are better books stiU to be 
honored but the obviously politically 

motivated judges of the Swedish 
Academy chose to award the NobeL 
prize last year to this Danish work, 
first published in English translation 
twenty-two years ago and now repub
lished to take advantage of the pub
licity. I t is a trilogy of three historical 
fantasies: Fire and Ice, dealing with the 
human family at the point where it 
mastered its greatest tool, fire; The 
Cimhrians, dealing with the Northern 
tribes in one of their first invasion-mi
grations to the South; and Christofher 
ColuTJibus, an account of the discovery 
and exploration of the Western Hemi-, 
sphere which is made by implications, a 
Viking voyage. This vast project is han
dled with considerable skill; an enor
mous erudition is reduced to assimilable 
reading matter; there are flashes where 
the fantasy is heightened by eloquence 
and understanding into a vivid feeling' 
of reality; and there are dull, lohger 
passages of mere anthropological and 
historical digest. T h e history and anthro
pology are vitiated by a construction 
which gives the Norse peoples perva
sive superiority; Columbus acquires a 
Norse ancestry and the myth of the 
white god of the Aztecs takes a Nordic 
turn. This, of course, should not be 
perverted into an accusation that Jensen 
is a Nazi; but it is an indication of the 
extent of the racial legend which, too 
seriously played with, can lead to such 
destructive insanity as Nazism. 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, 

by Nevins' and Commanger. Modern Library. 

95C-

^ I ^His book appears to be published to 
take advantage, in competition with < 

the Beard "basic" history, of the re
vived interest in our past. I t is a great 
improvement over Beard's calculatingly 
anti-democratic book, whose last chap
ter was characterized in th% New York 
Tribune as "an isolationist tract." How
ever, it does not take us far beyond the ' 
level of public school histories. T h e con
cluding chapters, dealing with the Hoo
ver depressions and the New Deal and 
the anti-fascist war, are clearcut and 
progressive but in appraising our past 
Professors Commanger and Nevins be
come conventional custodians of the 
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NEW MASSES 
Slassified Adwsrtiseineiits 

50* a line. Payable in advenes. Min. charg* 
$1.50. Approx. 7 words to a iine. 

Deadline Fri., 4 p.m. 

FOR SALE 

MexicaJH Bamboo Picnic Hampers , 'A bushel 
size with cover. Very sturdy, with bands of 
green and red. Handy to have around for 
l^nitting, sewing, magazines, etc. Delivered to 
your door for only $1.75. MADELEilNB'S 

• IMPORTS, 64 TVall St., Norwallj, Conn. Mail 
orders lilled. 

ENGINEERS WANTED 

•Wanted to work in Yonkers, Electronic or 
Radio Engineer, Radio Technician, Experimen
tal Machinist. Wonderful opportunity. Wri te 
Box 1888, New Masses, 

INSURANCE 
PAUL CKOSBIB—INSL'tlANCB of every kind, 
whatever your needs. Frequent Savings. NEW 
ADDRESS, 17 Bast "tSth St., New York 17, N. T, 
Phone BL. 5-6234. 

INSURANCE 

r^EON BENOFF, 391 East 149th St., N. Y. C. 
Fire, Auto, Burglary, Liability, Compensation, 
etc. Tel. MBlrose 6-0984. 

GYMNASIUM 

REDUCE! Special for women . . . $35 complete 
5-week course now $29 for limited time. In
cludes Swedish massage, pine baths, nnild exer
cise, etc. Trial $2.50. Special gym course $12 
monthly. Men: Tuesday, Thursday and Satur
day mornings only. GOODWIN'S GYMNASIUM, 
1467 Broadway (42nd St .) . Wisconsin 7-8260. 

WANTED FURNISHED APT. 

New Masses wri ter wants large, furnished one 
or two-room apar tment . Preferably in Green
wich Village area. Box IS 8 9. 

Subscribe to 

Ne^sv Masise® 
Free with year subscription: 

TREATMENT OF DEFEATED 
GERMANY, by V. J. Jerome 

D $5.00 for I year 

n $2.75 for 6 months 

NEW MASSES 
104 East 9th Street 
New York 3. N. Y. 

Enclosed please find $ ior my 
subscription. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY. ZONE 

archives which are to be kept from the 
profanation of analysis or criticism. T h u s 
the eary struggles and rival views are 
slurred over; Jeifferson's views were 
essential to the shaping of our nation 
but Hamilton's genius was no less essen
tial; slavery was an evil but overmuch 
exaggerated by the North and passions 
kindled by the extremists on both sides 
prevented a peaceful solution and led 
to the Civil War . This type of impartial 
sugarcoating of the epic social conflicts 
in our history and charitable tolerance 
toward the foes of democracy and prog
ress in our past prevents us from find
ing in the past the light that.could help 
us distinguish between our friends and 
enemies today. 

RUSSO-POLiSH RELATIONS: J Brief Summary 
of 600 Years of History. Edited by S. Ko-
novalov. Princeton University. $1.^0. 

T T N D E R T A K E N by Sir John Maynard, 

^ ^ this survey was interrupted by his 
death and completed by S. Konovalov 
of the University of Birmingham. I t 
is quite accurately described in the title. 
From its pages it becomes clear that' 
the 600 years of Russo-Polish relations 
were mainly hostile, with Poland the 
aggressor in the earlier and Russia in 
the later centuries. T h e 1917 revolu
tion offered an opportunity for a his
toric change in these relations which 
the Polish leaders unwisely rejected, pre
ferring the resumption of an ancient 
imperial role. T h e opportunity then 
missed seems now to have been grasped 
and after six centuries of conflict we 
may look forward to harmony. This 
little book is no more than a general 
outline, but that outline is clearly 
drawn; being well documented besides 
it is a very useful handbook. 

THE FIGHTING JEW, by Rolf A Nunl>erg. Fore-
tnori by Curt Riess. Creative Age Press. 
$2.50. 

' I ^His very readable book draws from 
history, all the way back to early 

Palestine, the incontrovertible evidence 
that the Jews have fought well and 
have their full share of military glory. 
Its swift journalistic narrative, which 
sometimes drops to Sunday supplement 
levels, does not militate against its relia
bility. A check revealed consistent ac
curacy. I t falls, however, into occa
sional unsound chches such as "the tra
dition of fighting was in their blood"; 
and it slurs over the fact that Jewish 
history includes some examples of that 
inglory of fighting men, aggression 
against neighbors—another indication 
that Jews were not diflFerent from 
other peoples. 

A T R A D I T I O N 

IN V A C A T I O N S " 

In the Uirondncks, 
Worrgnsburg, N. Y 

L. Barish, S. GarUn, Directors 
N. y . offiee: 55 V?. # ibd St 
Telephone? BRyant <i-\7H 

ymanasco 50 miles ^ fT^/f ^ 
from L aJXi ** 

New York • ^^ ^'^ LAKE LODGE 

A resort of distinction, fashioned from a 
country estate. "Water sports, h iking trails, 
tennis. Library, open fireplaces. Congenial 
atmosphere. Famous cuisine. • Phone 8^0 

B I D G E F I E I i D C O N N 

on Trout Lake 

An ADIRONUACK Adult 
Camp; Complete—^Modem. 
Pour double tennis cour ts ; 
cement handbal l cour ts ; 
s w i m m i n g , boating, etc. 
Hotel comforts—cami> la-
formality. All rooms for 2. 
Reservations froini Attsr, S5 

T W I N P I M E S 
Samuel T. Saidel, Director 
p . O. I^ake George, N . Y. 

THE HIGHLANDS R E S T F U L 
VACATION at 

Beautiful couniry, excellent food, various actlyi-
ttes. Reservations open from July 13th. Season 
Rates: $40-$45 per week. $7-$8 per day. 

Highland Mills, N. Y. . Tel. Highland Mills 30<8) 

200 ACRE ESTATE 1000 FT. ELEVATtON 
Congenial Adulf Resort • Mt Sporft 
SOLF - FINE FOOD - ONLY 45 MILES fro# H.Y. 
Highland Mills 7895 Diana and Abe Berman 
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WHAT'S WRONG WITH THEATER? 
By MARGARET WEBSTER 

IT SEEMS to me that the theater has 
been drained of its best in all de
partments during the last few years 

because it has shrunk to the point where 
it no longer offers a livelihood to any 
but a tiny minority of the most success
ful. That , and not the attraction of the 
climate and swimming pools is what has 
taken the cream of theatrical talent to 
Cahfornia, that and not the attraction 
of the microphone has lured many of 
our other actors into radio, the fact that 
there they are able to earn a living. 

The theater must not be for New 
York only. W e are all agreed upon that, 
but we all have a great deal of educa
tional work to do about it. I would say 
this to my fellow Equity members. You 
have your minds wholly on New York. 
You think of your future solely in terms 
of New York, of who among the man
agers will see you in New York, and 
about what critics will 'say about you in 
New York. You do not value the edu
cational, cultural, entertainment and 
employment value of theaters which are 
established outside of New York. 

T h a t is a vicious circle, because you 
are right in thinking that, at the present 
moment, your opportunities for the fu
ture lie in the hands of a few men in 
New York. Until we can hreak that 
down, we can do nothing. There is a 
much greater barrier against the break
ing of it among ranks of theater people 
themselves than is generally reahzed. 
Actors think they have to be heavily 
compensated for making the sacrifice of 
going on the road. I have lectured and 
talked and spoken and had my produc
tions played all over the country. T h e 
hungry audience, the real audience hes 
more outside New York than in it. 

Second—and here I am going to get 
myself in trouble—the theater of the 
future must not be an amateur theater. 
Now, quickly for the benefit of any 
delegates from the National Theater 
Conference or from the University 
Theaters who may be present, let me 
say I , less than anybody, 'undervalue 
the work they have done in recent years. 
At times it has seemed as if they alone 
were keeping alive the classic plays, 
stimulating developments in regional 
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playwrighting, experimenting with de
sign and setting; but it is now time for 
the professional theater to reenter into 
the heritage which, after all, belongs to 
it and to repay a little of the debt which 
it owes the amateur theaters for keep
ing such a place as this alive during these 
years when professional theater has 
really been in the doldrums and has 
been limited almost entirely to Broad
way. 

Nevertheless, the people who should 
be doing that work are the people who 
have spent their lives, their time, their 
money learning their craft in . the 
theater, whose ambition it is to do the 
best work of which they are capable 
and who are dependent on the theater 
for their means of earning a living. The 
theater of the future must be a hundred 
percent professional and it must offer 
artistic opportunity and sufficient money 
to live on to those whose devotion to it 
is great enough to sacrifice their oppor
tunities of going to Hollywood, radio 
or something else. T h e expansion of the 
theater is not of a nature which must 
be thought of primarily in terms of profit. 
It may not be a completely subsidized 
theater. T h e problems of a subsidized 
theater in this country are far, far 
greater than in France or England or 
in any country. England is smaller than 
New York State. In America the profit 
motive has driven the theater to be the 
Broadway show shop which at the pres
ent moment it is, with the sale of mo
tion picture rights practically the only 
hope the producer has of not coming 
out in the red. 

' T ' H A T sounds as if I were blaming 
the producers for being a money-

grubbing lot. I think it would be hard 
to find in the present 'century a pro
ducer of good theater who has died a 
rich man, but the mounting costs and 
the mounting pressures of producing in 
the theater are such as to make the task 
of the producer of so-called fine theater, 
almost insuperable. I know it took us, for 
instance, five years to do Othello and 
four years to do The Timfest because 
of the financial situation and nothing 
else and because we could only appeal 

for money to people whose prime motive-
was to make money. 

Nevertheless, this theater of the fu
ture must not be a charity theater. Now, 
the W P A did wonderful work. I t in
troduced to the theater audiences who-
had never seen theater before. I t in
volved a great many fine individuals-
who have since made their mark in com
mercial fields. I t did wonderful shows, 
like the One Third of a Nation and 
the living newspaper shows, which were 
in themselves wonderful and exciting 
theater. But it was founded for the pur
pose of employing people and employing: 
largely—let's face it—the people who-
could not gain employment from any
body else. I t did not set out to do the 
best of which the -theater as an art is 
capable. 

I beheve that only by doing the best 
of which it is capable will the theater 
found itself, base itself, anchor itself as 

. an art which has an appeal to a public 
large enough to support it. I do not 
want to digress on the Donnelly-Green-
Porterfield scheme. It seems to me there 
is a slight confusion which will need 
thrashing out in the future as to whether 
the proposed central fund, the National 
Theater Fund^ should be supported by 
private or government funds. T o the 
extent to which it is supported by gov
ernment funds, there is no' use in deny
ing the fact that any organization to 
which Congress, as a body,-allots funds is 
in danger of becoming a political foot- • 
ball. Whenever Congress gives money, 
it reserves the right to examine, and it 
is necessary that it should. W e must not, 
I think, imagine that any such fund, 
even if it is set up with a board con
sisting of people from the theater in
dustry, will be immune from the usual 
scrutiny, the usual and sometiities very 
wild accusations such as that a member 
of the board is a Communist, or that 
such and such private interests have been 
brought to bear in order to get money 
for something else. 

I am not afraid of a multiphcity of 
schemes. If the theater has health in it, 
every such successful scheme will feed 
every other such scheme. I t is no secret 
that I myself am planning in the more 
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