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As the picture now stands, it is an ex
cellent introduction to the subject. A 
sequel should deal with the cropper's 
historic background, and relate the fact 
that he has organized to overcome his 
miseries. I t should place the proper share 
of the blame for his difficulties on the 
economic system of the South. 

Jean Renoir, the sensitive French di
rector who came to this country to 
escape the Nazis, co-adapted the script 
from the George Perry Sessions novel. 
Hold Autumn in Your Hand. He also 
directed the film in masterly fashion, 
keeping unerring control of his subject, 
all the way. The acting of Beulah 
Bondy as the crotchety grandmother, 
Zachary Scott as the farmer and Betty 
Field as his wife, profit much from his 
fine work. 

I t is not to be wondered at that this 
film was banned (temporarily) by the 
state of Tennessee and that there is talk 
of other Southern communities taking 
similar action. T h e official excuse is that 
The Southerner misrepresented the 
Southern farmer. I suspect tliat the, real 
reason lies in their shame (or, per
haps, embarrassment) over having 
the conditions of their farm communities 
exposed so frankly to the world. 

Records 

N ow that the war emergencies are 
over it is to be hoped that the 

recording companies will prove more 
responsible to their public than they have 
in the past few years and will produce 
again recorded music of worth and 
originality. T h e amount of duplication 
which goes on is really unconscionable; 
while new compositions by younger com
posers rarely obtain the hearing they 
would get if the recording companies 
were more enterprising and had any 
serious interest in art. 

Take Gershwin, for example. Gersh
win was a talented composer; but is it 
necessary, despite the festival fanfare, 
to have so much of him recorded, and 
all at once.? You can get your Gershwin 
in any form you want; you can even 
get Porgy and Bess as a pretentious 
Symphonic Picture for Orchestra by 
Russell Bennett, recorded by the Indian
apolis Sym^phony Orchestra under Fabien 
Sevitzky (Victor D M - 9 9 9 , three 
twelve-inch records). But I prefer the 
selections Charlie Spivak gives us—espe
cially his brilliant trumpet playing (Vic
tor SP-6, two ten-inch records)—or 
Dinah Shore's sweet-throated and un
assuming performance of four Gershwin 
Show Hits (Victor SP-5, two ten-inch 
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records): Do it Again, Someone to 
Watch Over Me, The Man I Love, 
and Love Walked In. Arthur Fiedler, 
the Boston "Pops" Orchestra and Jesus 
Sanroma, pianist, do a good job with the 
Rhapsody in Blue (Victor SP-3, two 
twelve-inch records). 

O r take the so-called Vladimor Horo
witz Program (Victor D M - 1 0 0 1 , three 
twelve-inch records). Whatever prompt
ed either Victor or Mr . Horowitz to 
waste good materials and talent on such 
trifles as Saint-Saens' Danse Macabre, 
Tschaikovsky's Dumka, and Czerny's 
Variations on the Aria "La Ricordanza^' 
—^prettily played though they are—when 
the brilliant new ProkofiefF sonata, 
which Horowitz performs in such a 
masterly way, remains unrecorded? 

Of the recordings of the last few 
weeks, Arthur Rubinstein's perform
ances are to be recommended. He is 
represented by two albums: The Piano 
Music- of Debussy (Victor D M - 9 9 8 , 
three twelve-inch records), which in
cludes Soiree dans Grenade, Jardin Sous 
la Pluie, Reflets Dans I'Eau, Hom,mage 
a Rameau, Poissons d^Or, and La .Plus 
Que Lente Valse. These are played 
with intelligence and delicacy and, hap
pily, without over-refinement. T h e other 
work, Cesar Franck's Prelude, Chorale 
and Fugue (Victor D M - 1 0 0 4 , two 
twelve-inch records) is excellent in every 
respect. I t is distinguished by dignity 
and restraint, without being pedantic— 
and avoids the sentimentalism with 
which Franck is so often performed. 

For some reason that arch-lickspittle 
of the Nazis, Richard Strauss (for whose 
early talents, nevertheless, I have a nos
talgic regard) is found deserving of two 
albums. Stokowski and the New York 
City Symphony Orchestra give us Death 
and Transfiguration, a lush and now 
faded piece of orchestration. Consider
ing the youth of the .orchestra, the per
formance is very good indeed. T h e start 
is a little uncertain, but the work im
proves as it goes along. T h e string sec
tion, though rich, is not forced unduly, 
in the usual Stokowski manner, and the 
general tone balance is excellent. T h e 
Rosenkavalier Suite, arranged by Antal 
Dorati and performed by the Cincinnati 
Symphony Orchestra under Eugene 
Goossens, though scarcely representative 
of the entire opera, is a beautiful job. 
T h e lovely waltz-themes, which still 
form the most gracious portion of the 
work, are cleverly combined by the ar
ranger, and beautifully played by the 
orchestra. And they sound as sweetly 
decadent as ever. 

F R E D E R I C E W E N . 

NEW MASSES 
Classified Advertisements 

50# a line. Payable in advance. Min. charge' 
$1.50. Approx. 7 words to a line. 

Deadline, Fri., 4 p.m. 

FOR SALE 

Unusually at t ract ive men's handwoven ties 
IdQfc wool. Six for J6.76 or $1.25 eacli. State 
background color. Madeleine's Imports, 64 
Wall St., Norwalk, Conn. 

WANTED FURNISHED APT. 

New MaBses writer wants large, furnished on© 
&T two-room apar tment . Preferably in Green
wich Village area. Box 1889. 

EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITY 

College woman will stay home evenings in ex
change for a comfortable well-furniahed room. 
Box 1893 N.M. 

SITUATION WANTED 

BABY-SITTEB, experienced NTU sophomore. 
Services for quiet room and small salary within 
twenty minutes Washington Square. Term s ta r t s 
Sept. 26th. Write Miss Machal Lowenfels, 4510 
Regent St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

INSURANCE 

PAUIi CEOSBIE—INSUHANCB of every kind, 
whatever your needs, PreQUent Savings. 17 Eas t 
•49th St., New York 17, N. Y. Phone BL. 5-5234. 

INSURANCE 

LBON BENOFF, S91 Bast 149th St., N. T. G. 
Pire, Auto, Burglary, jl^lability. Compensation, 
etc. Tel. MElrose 6-Q984. 

GYMNASIUM 

REDUCE! Special for women . . . J36 oamplete 
6-week course now $29 for limited time. I B -
eludes Swedish massage, pine baths, mild exer-
rsise, etc. t r i a l $2.60. Special sym course $12 
monthly. Man: Tuesday, Thursday and Satur
day ni.{)rniAgs onJ.y, GOODVyiH'S .GYMNASrCM, 
145T Broadway (42nd St . ) . Wisconsin 7-8SS0. 

Classified 
Advertising Rates: 

50 cents a line (seven words) 
Minimum 3 lines 

• 

Display 
Advertising Rates: 

$5.25 per inch 

Wnte for detmb: 

N E W MASSES 
104 E A S T 9 T H S T R E E T 

N E W YORK 3, N. Y. GR. 3-5146 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR CIVILIAN USE 

ARMY TALK, Orientation Fact 
Sheet Number 70: 

mumitu 
Roadblsck t@ Progress 

The complete text of this impor
tant Army education pamphlet. 
The answer to Bilbo and Rankin. 
Reprinted by permission of the War De
partment by International Labor Defense 
I 12 East 19th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 
100 for $4 500 for $16 1,000 for $30 

31 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED



IT DOESN'T 

MATTER 

WHERE 

YOU ARE 

IF YOU HAVE 

GOOD READING 

One year of New Masses % 
Plus One of These Important Books 

(Reduction made from subscription rate [regularly $5.00 a year], not book list price) 

Price Price 
Ust Comblnafion 

ON A NOTE OF TRIUMPH—by Norman Corwin $1.50 $6.00 

WHY I HATE THE NAZIS—6y MHfon J . Wynne K IO 5.50 

THEY SEEK ACITY—by >>ma Bojifemps and Jock Conroy 2.75 7.00 
COLOR AND DEMOCRACY—by W. £. B. Dubois 3.00 7.25 

TIN HORNS AND CALICO—by Henry Criitman 3.75 8.00 

SOLUTION IN ASIA—by Owen LoWmore 2.00 6.50 

REPORT FROM RED CHINA—by Horrlson Porman 3.00 7.25 

THESE ARE THE RUSSIANS—by Richard E. L o o f e r b o e * . . . . . 3.00 7.25 

GUNS FOR TITO—by Louis Huof , 2.75 7.0O 
PEOPLE ON OUR SIDE—by Edgar Snow 3.50 7.75 
SITUATION NORMAL—by Arfliur Miller 2.00 6.50 

CHOIR AND TEMPEST—An Epic Poem—by Esther Fremont 2.00 6.50 

THE COLLECTED WORKS OF V. I . LENIN—Volume 23 2.75 7.00 

THE CHINESE LABOR MOVEMENT—by Nym Woles 2.75 7.00 

DEEP RIVER—by Henrietta Buelcmoster 3.00 7.25 

WALT WHITMAN—by Somuel SHfen. . . 1.50 5.75 

COLLECTED WORKS OF TOM PAINE—Edited Wft* comments by Howard Post 3.50 7.75 

THE SOVIET SPIRIT—by Dr. Harry F. Ward 50 5.0t> 

THE SELECTED POEMS—1»12—1944—OF ALFRED KREYMBORG 5.00 9.00 

• ^ 

'V /C 

' i'h 

•^t'^'/n^ 

N E W MASSES. 104 East 9th Street 

New York 3. N . Y. 

Gent lemen: 

I wish to talce advantage of your combination olfer. Enclosed find $.. 

The book I desire is:... 
Please send it f o : 

Name 

Address 

Ci ty Zone... State.. 
A d d $1.00 for Canadian and Foreign Postage 

PRODUCED BY UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


