Significant Literature

THE FIGHT FOR A NEW CHINA
By Mdo Tze-tung

Full text of Chairman Mao Tze-tung's report to
the 7th National Congress of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. Published in China under the
title Coalition Government, its program for
building a united, democratic, modern indus-
trialized nation, evoked wide discussion. First
time in English. Price $.25

WHAT RUSSIA DID FOR VICTORY

By Sergei Kournakoff
This brilliantly reasoned and thoroughly docu-
mented estimate of the Soviet military effort as
compared with the contributions to victory of
the other major Allies, helps to explode the
*‘theories” that the war was won by American
lend-lease, air bombing of strategic military and
industrial objectives, the bitter Russian winters,
etc. Price $.25

.

ENEMIES OF THE PEACE: PROFILE
OF THE "HATE-RUSSIA™ GANG

By Sender Garlin

One of America’s ace political journalists tarns
the spotlight on the professional anti-Sovieo lit-
erary clique whose poison-pen writings ate part
of the organized drive to foment hostility and
war, against the U.§.S.R. A slashing expose of
such “experts’” as William Chamberlin, Eugene
Lyons, Max Eastman, George Sokolsky, Louis
Fischer, Isaac Don Levine, and others.

Price $.10

O#n Sale Bverywhere. By Mail Order from

NEW CENTURY PUBLISHERS
832 Broadway New York 3, N. Y.

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT!
SUBSCRIBE TODAY TO-—

POLITICAL AFFAIRS

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO
THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF
MARXISM-LENINISM

[
JANUARY, 1946, CONTENTS

LENIN'S METHOD—GUIDE TO THE GRASP
OF REALITY V. J. Jerome
THE NEW STAGE IN THE WAGE STRUGGLE .
. George Morris
THE RECORD OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM
IN CHINA Frederick V. Field
PARTY POLICY IN THE VETERANS FIELD
Robert Thompson
How SuaLL WE FigHT FOor Furr
EMPLOYMENT? Alexander Bittelman
ON THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION
FOR THE NEGRO PEOPLE IN THE
BLACK. BELT Claudia Jones
THE 79TH CONGRESS: AN ESTIMATE

To DATE Adam Lapin
THE POSTWAR ROLE OF CANADIAN
IMPERIALISM Tim Buck

e

Single Copses, 25c; Subscription, $2.50*

* The price of Political Affairs® has been in-
creased, starting with the January, 1946 issue,
from 20 cents per copy retail to 25 cents, and
the subscription price from $2.00 to $2.50 per
year. However, as a special inducement to P.4.
readers to subscribe, all subscriptions received be-
fore February 28, 1946, will be accepted at the
old rate of $2.00. Do not miss this opportrunity!
Subscribe today! If you are already a subscriber,
renew your subscription for another year at the old
price.

SUBSCRIBE THROUGH YOUR CLUB
OR LOCAL BOOKSHOP

[}
NEW CENTURY PUBLISHERS
832 Broadway ° New York 3, N. Y.
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White Tie in Shanghai

FLIGHT FROM CHINA, by Edna Lee Booker
wm collaboration awith John S. Potter. Mac-
millan. $2.50.

THIS book is mainly about life in that
parasitic excrescence which flour-
ished on the edge of the Chinese main-
land—Shanghai. Called “the whore of
Asia,” and the “city of adventurers,”
Shanghai is actually a city of the world’s
greatest extremes of wealth and poverty.
Shanghai was the home of Edna Lee
Booker for nearly twenty years. She
loved it. She loved the ease and comfort
which become the “right” of the whites
implanted on a semi-colonial country.
She was so completely happy in her own
luxurious surroundings that she appar-
ently did not notice the dead bodies
which can be found any day on- the
streets through the cold winter months,
end products of a callous exploitation
of which her gay life was the fruit,

The life of Edna Lee Booker, wife
of a prosperous American realtor, “cen-
tered in the homes, clubs, the Astor
House, and the Olgd Carlton. Foreign-
ers in comfortable circumstances lived
in high-ceilinged - homes, amid spread-
ing gardens with old-fashicned English
flower borders, perhaps a tennis court
and stables, always a sheltered back
garden for tea.” Everywhere “Chinese
servants, soft-voiced, soft-footed; in long
white coats, sometimes topped with short
sleeveless jackets of brocaded satin in
rich henna, gold or blue, ran the estab-
lishments.” Miss Booker’s descriptions
have a rather breathless, buoyant, read-
able dash.

And when in summertime Shanghai
became uncomfortable this incredible
foreign community migrated to “exclu-
sive” beaches. The Potter family went
to Weihaiwel where “life was primitive
—rves. But we lived in gracious com-
fort and ease. There was a large staff
to look after us. Besides the servants we
had brought from Shanghai, we en-
gaged locally a caretaker, a gardener,
two sampan coolies who-served also as
carriers of water, a carriage driver, and,
most lowly of 2all, a .coolie who came
morning, noon and night to empty and
clean the mo-doong (boxed-in com-
mode) in each bathroom.” Through
the constant use of pidgin English Miss
Booker’s Chinese are made to appear
quaint, amusing and devoted to their
masters, in a relationship similar to that

- of Southern “gentlemen” - with their

quaint Sambos. In more serious passages,
this lady from democratic America pays
tribute to DBritish imperialism, which
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RoKo GALLERY RoKo FRAMES

1945 * GREETINGS * 1946
NEW ART FOR THE NEW YEAR
$5 to $500
Paintings, Sculpture, Ceramics, Prints
We solve all framing problems,
Original designs and finigshes.

51 Greenwich Ave, (near 7"th Ave. & 11th St.)
CHelsea 2-7048

INSURANCE

PAUL CROSBIE—INSURANCE of every kind,
whatever your needs. Frequent Savings. 17 East
49th St., New York 17, N. Y. Phone EL. 5-5234,

PIANO TUNING

[ am now resuming my regular piano tuning
and repair service. Ralph J. Appleton, 5956 Fifth
Avenue, Tel. PL. 3-0566.

FURNITURE FOR SALE

Furniture for one or one and a ﬁalf rooms,
Excellent value. 63 Joralemon St., Brooklyn,
3ra floor, after 7 P. M.

THE HEALTH REST

Newest Type of Health Resort, For a Good Rest,
Planned regimes and corrective vegetarian diets.
Address: HEALTH REST, Spring Valley, N. Y.
Phone, Nanuet 2316 or 967. Enjoy a Health-
Building Vacation.

Give Your Public Library a |
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and add a book to your own shelves!
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JAYS THAT SHOOK THE WORLD.
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controlled Weihaiwei as a leased ter-
ritory.

Miss Booker’s narrative ends with
Pearl Harbor and is taken up by her
husband, who describes in a matter-of-
fact way what happened to him from
the morning of December 8, 1941 until
his repatriation on the Gripsholm. The
most remarkable thing about it is that

even the fascist brutalities of the Japa-'

nese did not budge the old China hands.
They accepted their new position with
aristocratic stoicisin and showed remark~
able doggedness in preserving what they
could of their privileged life.

After the arrival of the Japanese,
Shanghai business came to a standstill
and the foreign community stayed

quietly at home until they were pushed

into the internment camps. There they
tried to make themselves as comfortable
as circumstances allowed. “It did not
take long after entering camp for vari-
ous groups to make up private messes.
The four of us in our mess, after re-
ceiving our camp chow from the pots
and baskets in the dining hall, would
go upstairs to the space alongside
Storms’ bed where we had a card table.
. .. Three camp chairs and the edge
of the bed seated us. We set our table,
which boasted a cloth and serviettes that
one of us had thought to put into his
trunk.” What a pity someone had not
had the foresight to bring a black tie
and dinner jacket!

The caste system was kept up. The
taipans (heads of commercial firms) re-
mained taipans, and kept clear of what
Mr. Potter and his friends called the
“dead-end boys.” There is a suggestion
that the latter did not take their posi-
tion lying down. When repatriation
came and they were bound for home the
smouldering resentment burst out. Mr.
Potter’s diary says at one point, “This
afternoon one group of loafers in hold
began talking against upper classes.
Waonder how so many got repatriation
and. many deserving men left behind.
Repatriation was in classes: officials,
women, children, sick, aged, then men
who had sent families home in 1940
when Washington advised. Exceptions
may account for some roughs included
on this.” Mr. Potter does not state in
which class he was included.

There is not one word of resistance.
No one apparently made any effort to
leave Shanghai and escape to the China
mainland after the Japanese came in.
There was nothing more than a nega-
tive effort to preserve what could be
preserved of an easy living.

Shanghai is now back in Chinese
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NOW AT: Workers Bookshop,
50 East 13th St.; Bookfair, 133
West 44th St.
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MEMORIAL MEETING

SPEAKERS:

EUGENE DENNIS

Member, National Secretariat, C.P.US.A.

BOB THOMPSON

Chairman, New York State C.P.

HENRY WINSTON

Member, Negro Commission, C.P.U.S.A.

Dramatic Presentation

"REPORT ON 152nd DAY"

MADISON S@. GARDEN

Auspices:

COMMUNIST PARTY, NEW YORK STATE

Democracy
Soviet Economy -

to-ask questions when folks start talking about things-
that-matter in the world, Tsk, tsk, man. Get worldly-wise
at Jefferson School. Learn what goes on, and what you
can do about it, in one or more courses like these:

 Amgrican Foreign Policy -
David Goldway

|
The American Revolution, the
Constitution, and Jeffersonian
Francis Franklin

Viadimir D. Kazakevich

WINTER TERM—REGISTRATION BEGINS JAN. 2nd, CLASSES BEGIN JAN. 14th

JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
575 Sixth Avenue, New York 11 (at 16th Street). + WAtkins 9-1602

Bzm p——

Anthropology: bevélopment of
Human Society Dr. May Edel
What Is Philosophy?
Francis Franklin,
Dr, Howard Selsam
Literature and Society: A Marxist
Critique Dr, Samuel Sillen




IN MEMORY OF

_ GAPT. HERMAN BOETTCHER

OUTSTANDING FIGHTER FOR DEMOCRACY

YOU fought against reaction and fascism in America and
Spain—against the war lords of Japan.

YOU gave your life in the sbruggle but you have not died ’
in vagin, -’

: PASAREMOS!
VETERANS OF THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN BRIGADE
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A New School — With a New View-
point — For a New Age

THE SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDIES

I3 Astor Place, New York 3, N. Y. (near Wanamaker's). GRamercy 7-1881

You are looking to the future. You want the good life for all——an America and a world free of
religious, racial and economic tension, free of anti-Semitista and of Jim Crow. You want to help
solve the many problems besetting the Jews of America and the world. You want to know more
of the history of the Jewish people, of their life today, and of their prospects for tomorrow. You
are looking for a progressive school which will give you forthright, clear-and scientific analyses of
the history and problems of the Jews.

HERE IS YOUR ANSWER

MAIN TRENDS {N JEWISH HISTORY
Instructor, RABBI HERMAN POLLACK

HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN AMERICA
MORRIS U. SCHAPPES

THE NATIONAL QUESTION AND THE JEWISH PEOPLE
MARY HIMOFF and JESSE MINTUS

ANTI-SEMITISM
DR. RAPHAEL MAHLER

& PALESTINE
o VALIA HIRSCH

These are only a few of the courses offered.

REGISTER TODAY

Office Open 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Daily; Friday and Saturday

SBUTBITHIE H

36 COURSES
in English and Yiddish.

ZIHIHNRIG RIS

L B TR HTHIN T

HUETBIBEI

GREAT YIDDISH WRITERS
HENRY GOODMAN

THE JEWISH FOLK SONG
RUTH RUBIN

JEWISH HOLIDAYS
RABBI SOL GORDON

YIDDISH
AARON BERGMAN

HEBREW
LISA GORELICK
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" that dominates the

hands. But the old Shanghai—“the for-
eigners’ paradise”—will not return if
the Chinese people can help it. Who
can be sorry!  Eprra CROMWELL,

Brief Reviews

LETTERS FROM THE DESERT, by Moshe Mosen-
son. Sharon Press: $2.

ONE' of the great sagas is that of the

Jewish Brigade, made up of Pales-
tinian Jews, which fought in the British
Army. Part of the story was told in the
pamphlet Soldiers of Judea, reviewed

in NM, July 10. Now comes a more

intimate story in the form of letters
from one of the soldiers. Mr. Mosen-
son, a member of a “Kvutza” (cooper-
ative farm community), left wife and
child to enlist in 1940. He was one of
many thousands confined to service bat-
talions, in which the Jewish soldiers
served valiantly, asking for, and finally
winning, begrudged permission to serve
as line soldiers.

Mosenson’s letters furnish a sensitive
picture of the hardships endured in the
desert, not the least of which was the
discrimination they were subjected to,
discrimination even while giving their
lives. One can compare. their treatment
only with that of the Negro soldiers in
our Army.

THE PAN AMERICAN YEARBOOK: 1945. Pan

American Associates. $5.

‘urs is a useful reference book if

if you don’t mind getting your facts
about Latin America in static form.
Designed primarily for international
traders, the work naturally steers clear
of material that would frighten them
or tell them a little of the reasons for
the incredibly low standard of living
continent. Thus
what you get is 2 good deal on geog-
raphy, capital cities, exchange value of
currencies, exports and imports. There
is a trickle of information on labor, but
its value is negligible. The drifts and
currents of Latin American politics are
ignored almost completely, Argentina’s
Peron is mentioned, for example, but
how he got to be the big fascist boss and
why is totally missing. The whole ap-
proach is not to offend anyone with
critical analyses or for that matter not
to tell a complete story for fear that
it may. :

Worth Noting

HE Writers’ Committee of Stage
for Action, Inc., in response to re-
quests for topical scripts from trade
unions and other organizations, invites
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