
for money and fame. He marries a 
wealthy woman and with her money, 
hires the impecunious Snyders, whose 
talent he has envied from childhood. 
He becomes without too much effort 
the most fashionable painter of his 
time. Throughout the book he behaves 
with a revolting excess of prudence: 
he rejects the woman he loves beca:use 
she is the mistress of his noble patron; 
acts as an agent for Spain, from which 
his own country is wrenching a slow 
and bloodily-fought independence, and 
can't relax enough to love his rich wife 
until after she is dead. He ends up 
with honors and money and a Spanish 
title (the coat of arms a horn and 
roses), but unsatisfied and foggily un
happy. As Mr. Wallach writes him, 
he was ahead of his time in that his 
quahtiefr—<;aUtion, a desire for wealth, 
personal ambition—^were to be the 
favorite virtues of capitalism when it 
flowered more fully. 

The most interesting part of the 
book is the background, which Mr. 
Wallach handles with great vigor, an 
awareness of history, and, despite a 
floridity if style, a surprising compact
ness. He communicates colors, feelings, 
smells, costumes, manners very well. 
His scenes depicting the Spanish nobil
ity clinging with painstaking shrewd
ness to straws while empires slip away 
are fine, and he gives an interesting 
picture of the art business—I combine 
the terms advisedly—of the day. He 
says some very important things about 
the artist held captive by commercial
ism, comment which is certainly valid 
for our day. However, in his effort to 
prove Bordley's theory, or possibly 
merely in his enthusiasm for it, Mr. 
Wallach has twisted his characters 
into some odd positions. The principal 
victim is the unfortunate Snyders. 
Throughout Snyders is portrayed as a 
great artist and a man of integrity. 
It seems to me, however, that he sells 
his birthright rather cheaply. He goes 
to work in Peter-Paul's studio in order 
to get money to marry the girl he loves 
and, although' he is soon rich and re:-
mains childless, he stays there for a 
quarter of a century, painting master
pieces for which another man gets the 
credit. His revolt is almost completely 
internal, and I for one found that it 
weakened the entire book and Mr. 
Wallach's theory. 

Anyway, the book is interesting, and, 
despite occasional runaways into the 
beautiful, Mr. Wallach handles lan-
gTiage exceedingly well. 

MARGERY BARRETT. 

Books Received 
INSIDE USA, by John Guni/ier. Harper. $5. 
This enormous book—it is 979 pages long'—-
is in the tradition of Mr. Gunther's other 
work, and exhibits the same reportorial vir
tues and the same flaws in thought. It is a 
lively account of the infinitely diverse char
acteristics of people and institutions in each 
of the forty-eight states, qualified by an 
attempt to show what they all have in com
mon—what makes them Americans, in other 
words. But once the reader has finished with 
the entertaining folklore and folksay, the 
exposes of machine politics, and the honest 
recording of racial intolerance and discrimi
nation, he will look in vain for deeper un
derstanding of the socio-economic roots of 
these phenomena. Mr. Gunther is a man of 
good will. This is something for a man in 
public life. But it is not enough for an 
analysis of the American scene, when so 
much goes on backstage. 

THE PORTABLE JOHNSON AND BOSWELL, edited 

and imth an introduction by Louis Kronen-
berger. Viking. $2. For those interested in 
the lory mind at its best, this is an extremely 
well.edited anthology. It contains the liveli
est parts of Boswell's Lije of Johnson and 
Tour to the Hebrides, as well as Johnson's 
Lives of Savage and Pope and the famous 
Preface to Shakesfeare which contains the 
inimitable phrase, "The Poet,, of whose 
works I have undertaken the revision. . . ." 

GREEK PLAYS IN MODERN TRANSLATION, 

edited loith an introduction by Ditdley Fitts. 
Dial. $5. The translations herein are in
tended not merely to present the Greeks in 
an idiom familiar to modem ears, but to 
make them readable at all, after the mayhem 
practiced upon them by Gilbert Murray and 
the Loeb Library. Eleven plays are presented 

• in versions by Richmond Lattimore, Francis 
Ferguson, George Thomson, Frederic Pro-
kosch, David Grene, William Butler Yeats, 
Edith Hamilton, Dudley Fitts and Robert 
Fitzgerald. Strongly recommended as ah 
antidote to the sufferer from the stuffy ver
sions of yesteryear. 

THE GOVERNMENTS OF FOREIGN POWERS, by 

Philif W. Buck and John W. Masland. Holt. 
$3.25. A superficial survey of the govern
ments of England, France, the USSR, Italy, 
Germany, Japan and China. There are such 
keen observations as "it must be admitted 
that the actions of governments, at present, 
profoundly affect the lives of every citizen." 
The authors show little respect for students 
who want and need more than expositions 
that are finished before they are hardly 
begun. One learns nothing of the economic 
foundations on which states and their be
havior rest. 

THE ORIGINS AND BACKGROUND , OF THE 
SECOND WORLD WAR, by C. Grovs Haines 
and Ross J. S. Hoffman. Oxford University 
Press. $4. This is a revised and enlarged 

' edition of a book that has not improved even 
with revisions and enlargements. The treat-

POTTERSVrLLE, N. Y. 

Complete Entertairnnent & Social Staff, Bob 
Adler, Director; Al Sheer & Orch.; Swimming; 
Bowing; Motor Boat ing; Canoes; Bicycles; 
Horses; 5 Superb Tennis Courts; All Sports. 286 
Acres for Fun & Relaxation. LEAH OKUN, 
Dir.. Phone Chestertown 2830. City Phone; 
MA 4-8670. 

Informal Adult Camp on Sehroon Lake 

MERRIEWOODE 
A Camp tor Adults Stoddard, N. H. 
FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT: Beautiful Highland 
Lake, 10 miles long^ with good fishing and free 
use of boats; interesting hilcing thru woodland 
trails: tennis, hand ball and badminton courts, 
shuffleboard, archery, riflery, croquet, square 
dancing. 

August R a t e s : $55, S60, $65; 
Sept. 1-15, $45 all accommodations 

OLIVE H . G. BARON, Director 

Make Toar 
Reservations Now 

for a Joyous Vacation a* 

Camp Lakeland 
OrT SYLVAN LAKE 

HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y. 
Telephone: Hopewell Junction 8{ 

With Ail faelUHes for a COMPLETE 
V-«C>1T/ON — R>I1TBS $413 a„d Uo 
DELICIOUS FOODS . . . ALL SPORTS 

TOP-NOTCH ENTERTAINMENT 
N.Y.C.R. to Pawling; Busses Direct to 

Camp from Dixie Terminal, West -land St. 

Telephone: SRamercy 7-6459 
New York Office: I UNION SQUARE W. 
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MGATION 

Air 
Sports 

FFacilities 

Weekend accommodations available 
Stimulating lectures given by 
Jefferson School instructors. 

at 
Ellenville, H. Y. Tel. 502- 503 

Reservafions: Arrowhead Lodge or 
JeSerson School. 575 Sixth Ave.. N.Y.C. 

WAtkins 9-1600 

^At^Aial 

JtaAs 
Chestertown, N. Y. 

CH-3830 

THE 
DE-LUXE 
' CAMP 

FOR 
ADULTS 

I N T H E A D I R O N D A C K S 

Private 40-acre lake — All sports 

Sorry . . . but there are only openings 
to Sept. 1st in men's cabins. 

RESERVATIONS AVAILABLE 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 

• 
Write — Crystal Lake 

N.Y. Phone: Jefferson School 
575 6th Ave. - WAtkins 9-1600 

^YOURS! A little more 
than E V E R Y T H I N G ! 

ALL SPORTS (professionally 
equipped) . . . r id ing, too.. . in 
door recreations. Arts and 
Crafts, good eating, merry 
company, cntectainment staff, 
musicales, open-hearth fires, 
cheery quarters (regular or de 
(uxe). 

"• W0ODEDURNt.W.Y. TilWOODBOIiRWt 1150 O L » / ^ 

W O N O E M U I 

"•wr 

The ALLABEN 
Ellenville 625 NAPANOCH, NEW YORK 

City Office: GR 7-1882 
ALL THE LITTLE THINGS THAT 

MAKE A BIG VACATION 
Cultural and Social Activitias under supervision 

of THE SCHOOL OF JEWISH STUDIES 
13 Astor Place, New York City 

FAST TENNIS COURTS . . . CRYSTAL SWIM
MING POOL . . . REGULATION HANDBALL 
COURTS . . . ORCHESTRA . . . SOCIAL STAFF 
AND ACTING COMPANY, . . . DE LUXE 
ACCOMMODATIONS . . . 

PLUS FAMED ALLABEN SERVICE 
AND CUISINE 

WHITE FOB IliMJSTBATED FOLDBB 
Edelhett & Sdmeiaer, Mgr's > 

ment of the Loyalist cause in the Spanish 
Civil War is shoddy although there is some 
recognition of the farce of "non-interven
tion." The book is devoid almost completely 
of economic motivations, of rivalries in the 
imperialist orbit and how these paved the 
way for the politics of the inter-war years. 

".SOVIET DEMOCRACY, by Harry F. Ward. 
:?ubUshed by Soviet Russia Today, 114 East 
Mnd Street, New York 3. 15<!S. One of 
/America's distinguished figures writes a 
(beautiful pamphlet on the creativeness of 
iSoviet life. He explains the principles and 
iptocedures in Soviet democracy, its economic 
fbase, and what the test of genuine democracy 
its. This is "must" reading for all conaerned 
•iwith improved American-Soviet relations; 
sit lis indispensable for those who have been 
•vvicEJmized by the myths and nonsense sold 
tfhero as objective reporting. 

FILMS 
' t c n P w i N s , " at the Stanley, is a light, 

satirical comedy somewhat in 
the Hollywood manner, but with the 
freshness of real, non-glamor people. 
T w o sisters, Luba and Lisa, have their 

-hvesv completely disrupted when one 
• of them finds a pair of lost infant twins 
.and the other insists upon adopting 
:them, a deed which starts a wave of 
1 baby-adopting in the community. 

There is frenzy when the babies are 
lost for a while, and the old farcical 
'device of mistaken identity is used 
ibroadly. But nobody takes any of it 
tseriously, and performers and audi-
lence share in the gaiety. 

Mikhail Zarov is responsible for 
•most of the laughs as Comrade Yerop-
;kin, an egotistic middle-aged wolf who 
pursues Luba, but connives to get the 
itwins out of the way. Reminiscent in 
Rooks and manner of the late W . C. 
Fields, he is recognizably human all 
the way, and creates hilarious slapstick 
scenes as he caricatures a minor offi
cial who uses his office to graft rations 
and win girl friends. He struts pom
pously, cringes .abjectly when his sins 
catch up with him, and pokes amiable 
fun at a character as familiar here as 
in the Soviet Union. 

T h e continuity is amateurish and 
sketchy, but Director Konstantin 
Yudin has made the most of each in
dividual comedy scene and the result 
is pleasing because of the simplicity and 
the elemental quality of the comedy. 
As in most Soviet films, the. characters 
seem to be not actors, but people— 
and in this case, people having a great 
deal of extremely good-natured fun. 

Ludmilla Tselikovskaya as Luba 

oooooooooooooooooooooc»ooooo 
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Ji#w Mnasses 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

labor day 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

weekend 
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

at the 
A L L A B E N 

NAPANOCH, NEW YORK 

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

SPORTS. ENTERTAINMENT. LECTURES 

RATES: 
For the week . $50.00 

For t he 3-day week-end 
beginning Augus t 29 th . 30.00 

Send reservations, w i t h $5 de
posit per person, d i rect ly to The 
Allaben, Napanoch , N e w York. 

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

CHARTERED BUS RESERVATIONS: 

N E W MASSES, 104 E. 9 th Street, 
N e w York 3, N e w York. $5.00 
round t r ip . Bus leaves from of
fices of I^ew Masses a t 6:30 p.m., 
Fr iday, Augus t 29th . 
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