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upon the possession of preponderant military power over 
religious "rivals." In our day a people's prosperity is 
deemed to be dependent upon the possession of preponderant 
military and political power over economic "rivals." When 
it is realized that mere political power, preponderant force 
over others, is, in any positive sense, as ineffective to the 
ends of promoting prosperity and welfare as to the ends of 
promoting religious truth, we shall be within distance of 
making wars between the political groups as obsolete as 
are wars between the religious groups. And just as the 
realizations to which we owe the disappearance of the re­
ligious wars were the result of a change of mind and atti­
tude due to widespread discussion—largely the indirect 
work of the Reformation—so by the dragging of interna­
tional problems into the arena of normal political discus­
sion, by the growing perception that those problems are an 
integral part of all social problems—which socialists have 
always realized—wt may get a corresponding change of 
mind and attitude in our international relations. And then 
—and probably by no means which does not include this 
process—will the "inevitable" conflicts be made avoidable. 

NORMAN ANGELL. 

From the Paris Embassy 
The Note-Book of an Attache, seven months in the war 

zone, by Eric Fisher Wood. New York: The Century 
Co. $1.60 net. 

IF men were machines the best idea of a war could be 
derived from the officially minded. A book like "War 

and Peace" would not be fundamental. But since men 
are flesh and blood and since war is supremely a human 
experience, the records which most of us are still seeking 
of the present struggle are those which see war with the 
human eye and feel it with the human heart. Among such 
books, very few of which have appeared, "The Note-Book 
of an Attache" deserves particular attention. 

It is hardly the author's fault that as his volume pro­
gresses it becomes less significant. His notes were a by­
product of his personal activities in Europe, and\ as those 
activities were diplomatic and social after the poignant 
first three months they naturally lose in drama. One 
could, indeed, have well spared the record of his stylish 
visits in Hungary, his pheasant shooting and his meals 
with Countesses. But if the latter chapters come as an 
anti-climax, despite the military appendix and the report 
on the disgusting prison camp at Doberitz, there is enough 
in the earlier narrative to make it richly contributive. 

It took courage to remain in Paris during the German 
advance. Mr. Wood is candid about the panic that was 
precipitated. He describes ambassadors and consuls 
"white of face and perspiring with nervousness." "Not 
a single British hero was to be found in the diplomatic 
corps with nerve enough to risk the inconveniences of a 
siege. The Ambassador of another country, who fled 
with the crowd, left in spite of orders from his King ab­
solutely directing him to remain." At the cry, "The Ger­
mans are coming," the potential authors of imposing green, 
pink, blue, yellow and white papers were evidently green, 
pink, blue, yellow and white with fear. "Mr. Herrick," 
the young American notes, "looks on with calm amaze­
ment." 

"The truth of the matter is, we got damn well licked." 
That is the way an English officer, "grimy, dirty and 
sweaty and greatly embarrassed thereby," told of the re­
treat from Charleroi. "His men shot and shot and shot 
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until they became sick of killing, and the Germans kept 
coming, always coming, their ranks riddled and smashed 
by bullets and shells. The British all agree that the Ger­
man troops have an unflinching, dogged, brutal courage, 
which nothing seems to daunt." 

Those words, "smashed by bullets," took on sharp 
meaning when Mr. Wood a week later "walked silently 
among the dead." "We counted seventeen bodies within 
a circle thirty paces in diameter." It was the battlefield 
of the Marne. "The combined casualties of the two sides 
were close to two hundred thousand on a front of some­
thing over twenty miles and a depth of about fifteen 
miles." And Mr. Wood illustrates the word "casual­
ties." "In their last retreat the Germans had dragged 
their desperately wounded into halls and doorways . . . 
We looked into one hallway only. Here amidst a stifling 
stench, five Germans were propped up; three were dead 
and the other two barely alive; all were covered black 
with flies and the living and the dead were eaten by white, 
weaving masses of maggots." 

In his analysis of the battle of Marne, written after his 
visit to the battle in company with Colonel Allen and 
Captain Parker, Mr. Wood declares that the French won 
this desperate and crucial battle "because their field ar­
tillery was superior and because, man for man, they out­
fought the Germans." What "outfought" means may in 
turn be deduced from one little description. "The sole 
survivor of the fatal cross-fire was a boy with a tiny black 
moustache. Undaunted, he had charged alone in among 
the Germans and had received many bayonets in his 
heroic body. He lay on his back among the German cart­
ridges fifty yards ahead of the row of his dead comrades." 
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THE CENTURY 
for August 

Dear Enemy—L 
The new Century serial, by Jean Webster, re­

introduces Sally McBride of "Daddy-Long-Legs" in a 
delightful new role. At the request of friends, she takes 
in charge an orphaned orphan asylum—and meets diffi­
culties. The author's illustrations are as whimsical as 
the story. 

Art in the Trenches 
Armand Dayot, French Inspector-General of Fine 

Arts, made an automobile trip along the battle-front, 
collecting sketches made by distinguished young French 
artists in the trenches. Fifteen of these have been 
reproduced and are supplemented by M. Dayot's paper 
on the artists and their work. 

No. 45,637 Missing 
A piece of fiction by Dr. Hendrik Willem Van Loon, 

the Dutch historian, which tells the most gigantic 
chapter in a nation's history by telling the simple story 
of a single man—an average Belgian burgher. 

The Rise of Tennis 
Louis Graves describes the evolution of a popular 

game from the "milk and water" to the "ginger" stage, 
shows how economic conditions have affected it, dis­
cusses why it is popular in cities, why California turns 
out such an abnormal number of good players, the 
relative merits of dirt, and grass courts, etc. 

America and World Peace 
"An ounce of example is worth many pounds of ad­

vice," says Arthur BuUard ("Albert Edwards"), who 
discusses the futility of most peace talk and shows 
how our most hopeful contribution to peace will be a 
carefully cultivated understanding with South America. 

Pleasures and Palaces—L 
Beginning the reminiscences of Princess Lazarovich-

Hrebelianovich (Eleanor Calhoun of California), lead­
ing lady with Forbes Robertson and Coquelin, origi­
nator of the out-of-door theatre movement, and lat­
terly associated with her husband in Serbian public 
affairs. Browning, Whistler, the Lowells, King Edward 
are among those she writes about. 

We Discover New England—IL 
Continues through the Green Mountains the ideal 

motor-tour described in words by Louise Closser Hale 
and in pictures by Walter Hale 

A Question of Morality 
A sparkling, thought-stimulating one-act play by 

Percival Wilde, one of the most expert practitioners 
of this increasingly popular form of fiction. 

The Golden Goose 
Another story of the stage by Virginia Tracy, about 

the superb Evelyn Bayard, a group of admiring satel­
lites, and hated little Hinney, a beneficent Svengali. 

Etc. 
The last instalment of "Me," Ethel M. Kelley's 

"Marrying Ann," "Miser'ble," a Washington Square-
at-dawn story by James Oppenheim, a striking poem 
"The Night Court" by Ruth Comfort Mitchell; poems 
by W. W. Gibson, William Rose Benet, and Oliver Her-
ford; and lots of humor besides. 

THE CENTURY CO., 353 Fourth Ave., N. Y. City 
Gentlemen: Please find enclosed $4, for which send 

THE CENTURY for one year, beginning with the 
August number, to 

Name , 
Address 
(N. E.-7-17-15) 
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