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Important New 
Century Books 

AMERICA'S FOREIGN 
RELATIONS 

By WILLIS FLETCHER JOHNSON 
Anthor of "A Century of Expansion," etc. 

A history of the foreign relations of the United States 
and of the development and principles of our international 
policy. A non-technical narrative designed to give the 
American people a more adequate idea of theii- real place 
in the world. With appendix and bibliography. 

Illustrated with portraits. Royal 800, 2 vols. 
Price, boxed, $6.00 net. 

GOLDEN LADS 
By ARTHUR GLEASON 

Author of "Young Hilda at the Wars" 
Observations and impressions of a stretcher-bearer 

with the Belgian and flench first-line troops; the one 
American eye-witness of German atrocities whose testi­
mony appears in the Bryce Report. With a chapter on 
"How War Seems to a Woman" by Helen Hayes Gleason, 
and an introduction by Theodore Roosevelt. 

Illustrated. Price, $1.30 net. 

BY MOTOR TO THE FIRING I M 
An Artist 's Notes and Sketches with the Armies 

of Northern France, June-July, 1915 
By WALTER HALE 

Author of "The Ideal Motor Tour in France" 
Impressions with pen and pencil of the ruined splendors 

of the war area in Northern France; by an artist and 
motorist with a background of old French memories. 

Ilhistraied with drawings and photographs by the author. 
Price $1.50 net. 

THE IMPERIAL IMPULSE 
By SAMUEL P. ORTH 

Author of "Socialism and Democracy in Europe" 
A series of illuminating essays each of which sums up 

the essential characteristics of one of the "National 
Cultures" (Germany, Russia, France, England, Belgium), 
now struggling for survivaL A political, economic, and 
ethnic background for the average man's reading of 
events; by the Professor of Political Science at Cornell. 

Price $1.20 net. 

THE HARIM AND THE PURDAH 
Studies of Oriental Women 
By ELIZABETH COOPER 

Author of "My Lady of the Chinese Courtyard, "etc. 
Intimate notes on the life of women in China, Japan, 

India, Burmah, and Egypt, at the moment of tramsition. 
By an American lady who, during a period of many years, 
came into the closest contact with Oriental women of every 
class and type. 

Illustrated. Price $3.00 net. 

THE WRITING ON THE WALL 
By ERIC FISHER WOOD 

Author of "The Note-Book of an Attache"" 
A semi-offidal expression of army and navy opinion on 

the subject of Preparedness, with a careful, constructive 
programme of military reform. "As clear and concise 
as the 'Note-Book of an Attache' was delightful," accord­
ing to the Cleveland Leader. Second edition, revised. 

Illustrated. Price $1.00 net. 

THE CENTURY CO. 
353 Fourth Ave. New York 

Learning to Write 
How the French Boy Learns to Write; by Rollo Walter 

Brown. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. $I.2S. 

I F the French child writes far better than the American 
child of the same age, it is not because of any " superior 

intelligence or some sort of magic in his native language." 
I t is essentially because expression is made the dominating 
purpose of the French bookish education. T h e kernel sub­
ject of study is the mother tongue, and grammar, reading, 
writing, spelling are only special emphases to contribute 
to fuller ease and accuracy in the use of language. 

T h e American elementary teacher seems possessed of no 
such synthetic purpose in her instructing. She is teaching 
these matters as " subjects," not as tools for effective ex­
pression. She dimly expects, of course, this happy result 
as a by-product, but she does not make it the chief end of 
her daily teaching. When the child reaches college he often 
enters on examinations of a slouchy inexpressiveness that 
would be considered in France as evidence of his feeble­
mindedness. His instructors tear their hair and wonder 
how he can be coaxed into writing intelligible English and 
thinking firm and concise thoughts. 

W h a t we emphatically desire we procure. Professor 
Brown's investigation of French lycees and ecoles shows that 
the French get expression because they mightily desire it 
and work for it. Very concretely he sets down the graded 
courses in which the language is taught, describes the pro­
cedure in the classroom, discusses the qualities of the teach­
ers. T h e book is a model of method, written with clear­
ness and ease, dealing with expression in an expressive 
and pointed way. Professor Brown's purpose was to study 
the French teaching for the light it might throw on the 
teaching of English in America. He leaves little doubt 
that the same systematic method here would produce the 
same result. 

In the French school, Professor Brown finds, the study 
of the language continues from the earliest age of five 
through the entire school. In the lower grades ten hours 
a week are given to i t ; in the higher, four or five. I t is 
scarcely an exaggeration, he states, to say that the French 
child writes all the time. Even the small child has his 
note-book in which he records his problems and quotations 
and assignments, and he is judged by the language he'em"-
ploys in these books. Grammar, which has become almost 
a scandal in the American school, fits into the French 
scheme because it comes as a generalizing of an expressive 
use of language already acquired. T h e language is delib­
erately explored. In the writing of themes, the teacher 
does not rely upon the formal work, excellent as it is, to 
produce composition of its own accord. Pupils are not 
left to flounder with their topic as in the American school 
and college. There is active discussion in the classroom 
before anything is written. T h e teacher feels that it is his 
first duty to arouse the child's interest in his subject and 
set his imagination in motion. In this way the minds of 
the group have opportunity to cross-fertilize each other. 
After the theme is written, cooperative criticism takes place. 
Just as the pupils have contributed ideas and points of view 
to each other before the writing was done, so they are in a 
mood to react to the product and discriminate between the 
different treatments of the theme. Both real creation and 
real criticism seem possible with such a method of approach. 

There could be few books more fundamentally useful to 
the American teacher than this brilliant exposition of the 
teaching of a mother tongue. R. B. 
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