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Army men know just how much the morale of troops de
pends on such unofficial leadership; how fortunate the coun
try that produces such men. So has it been once more with 
France. We quit Gaspard on the Avenue Alexandre III, 
hobbling along in the tranquil evening light. He has lost 
a leg; his bunkies. Burette the journalist, Meusse the savant, 
have been killed at his side. But with him are his mother 
and his wife. Before him hops another undisciplinable, irre
pressible little Gaspard. And, together, they go—-" towards 
the dome of the Invalides." 

Such a book, in spite of what a translator who wishes to 
pass off the Gallic Cock for one of the edible variety of 
the gender can do to it, will make many friends. But to 
get the full measure of enjoyment out of it, one must, at 
the commencement of the war, have feared for the life of 
France. Only then, in realization that " Gaspard " is testi
mony of the perennial vigor of the land, will the song that 
was in the heart of the author while he wrote commence in 
one's own. There will come to the reader the emotions 
experienced, the last day of July, 1914, by some Americans 
bound from Germany for Paris. All day they had been 
overwhelmed by sight of the German troops. At Frank
furt the guard had said to them " If there's a war, better 
come back to us !" Outside the tunnel at Mayence there 
was stationed a corporal's guard, shouldering guns six feet 
above the ground, each man a simulacrum of the horned 
Siegfried. All along the line to Metz there were officers 
and soldiers, arrogant and expectant, eager to step over the 
border and crush their ancient enemies. The Americans, 
French partisans, went from depression into gloom. 
Finally, the train passed the frontier. And there were the 
French soldiers! They must have been Normans, they were 
so tall and athletic. For men about to be crushed they were 
most cheerful and carefree and confident. Tliey were 
laughing and talking, exchanging sallies with the passengers, 
rolling each other down the embankment. The Americans 
at the time did not know it was Gaspard and his comrades. 
But it did come Over them with joyous reassurance that 
while the spirit that animated those soldiers persisted, Franee 
could never die. 

P . L. ROSENFELD. 

Curiosity Satisfied 
Three Sons and a Mother, by Gilbert Cannan. New 

York: George H. Doran Co. $1.50 net, 

HOW many of us would be really interested if we wtxt 
set down in Manchester of 1850? There might be 

some with an aloof desire to know a little more in detail 
the origins of commercial Liberalism; perhaps early factory 
organization would attract others. But, however an idea 
might intrigue us, it is probable that the dull town itself 
would soon produce intense boredom. It seems as if Mr. 
Cannan had been tricked by some such antithesis. It 
would be interesting, he must have imagined, to look into 
this subsoil of our culture, find out what it did to its 
people, why it stifled the wayward in them, what roots of 
the present were strongest in it. But when, as a con
scientious novelist, he came to reconstruct it, it repelled him 
to indifference—an indifference and repulsion which is 
shared by the readers except in some of the better passages, 
when he could write of lyrical or canny persons. His in
terest remained for the most part mere curiosity. 

A Scottish family, the Lawries, making its way in the 
world, is the protagonist. At the top was God—the quaint. 

terrible and intimate God of the vivid Scot. Under him 
reigned the mother, Margaret, a widow. She had broken 
with her brothers to marry a poor poet of a minister; so 
now her sons must justify her, they must build the family 
respectability and become rich. This process seemed as 
righteous and inevitable to her as if it could have been 
read out of the Old Testament. Jamie, the eldest, dreamed 
of being a Napoleon, and began by going to work for his 
transplanted uncle in Thrigsby—for which we might read 
Manchester. Thrigsby span and span without caring what 
it was spinning, except that the cloth might sell. It 
grew dirtier and more tawdry, richer and poorer. The 
Lawries moved into it en masse. From the first Jamie felt 
uncomfortable. Not so Tom, or Margaret, or John, or the 
complacent clans. 

" Tom stood dourly looking on at the group of Leslies 
and Lawries blocking the pathway for the crowd of stove
pipe hatted gentlemen and full-skirted ladies as they came 
streaming out of church—' for all the world,' thought Tom, 
who possessed an inward wit of his own, ' like the animals 
coming out of the Ark.' Not such a bad simile either, 
for it was one of those genuine Thrigsby days when air 
and earth seemed to be saturated with water, dirty water 
at that, and its pale inhabitants had the wan stare of fish 
in an aquarium, with something also of their odd alacrity. 
Mr. Leslie knew almost evetybody and had continually to 
be taking off his hat. ' He's like a pump,' thought Tom." 

This is about as close as Mr. Cannan ever comes to 
Thrigsby. He sees it casually and with a hostile humor. 
You feel its wanness, its coldness, its stolidity. You under
stand why Jamie, who tried to be a poet, and an actor, and 
a dramatic critic, and a lover, got no higher than just 
missing the managership of the bank and marrying a pretty 
girl who was disappointed in him Only because he missed 
it. But all this stated in a review means almost as much 
as if you had read it in the detail of the novel. It Is a 
pity that this sort of thing happened, and the fact that it 
was allowed to happen means much to us now. Yet we 
knew it all before. ' 

The true places in the book emerge when Mr. Cannan 
is interested in the people he likes—Scots, mostly. Jamie 
is talking to his beloved sister, Mary, on a visit from the 
Continent. 

" ' It is a shame,' she said. ' I am having the life you 
ought to have had.' ' I think not,' said Jamie. ' I'd be 
using my fists on your philosophers before I'd been with 
them a week. Instead of that I use my brains on dear, good, 
foolish living men and that's nigh as stupid.'—' Oh! Jamie,' 
cried Mary, sitting up in her bed and looking like a 
lively mischievous little girl. ' If only I could be your 
wife, I'd make something of you.'—' What would you 
make of me, wee Mary ? '—' The dearest, oddest, kindest 
man in all the world,' said she.—' You're a funny little 
sparrow,' he said, stooping over her and kissing her, ' but 
the English don't want dear, kind men any more. Poor 
Shelley's dead and they have forgotten Toby Shandy.'— 
'O! O! O! 'cried Mary, ' I wouldn't waste you on the 
dirty English. I'd have all Edinburgh running after you 
like the children after the pied piper of Hamelin.'—' Then,' 
replied Jamie, ' you don't know me, for, if they did, then 
I'd turn and spit in their faces. I hate a crowd.' " 

Mary's trouble is Mr. Cannan's trouble. He hates the 
dirty English and he wants Jamie in Edinburgh. There
fore, in spite of much solid effort, he can't write of Thrigsby 
except with a tepid, unrevealing distaste such as any of 
us might have felt. 

G. S. 
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I BOOKS FOR YOUR SUMMER R E A D I N G 
SUMMER IS THE TIME TO CATCH UP WITH THE REALLY GOOD 
BOOKS YOU HAVE WANTED TO READ, BUT HAVE NOT FOUND 
TIME FOR. THE TITLES BELOW ARE SELECTED BY THE 
PUBLISHERS AS THEIR MOST PERMANENT CONTRIBUTIONS 
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ESSAYS AND LITERARY STUDIES 
By STEPHEN LEACOCK 
Author of "Literary Lapses," ".Sunshine Sketches" etc. 

"Mr. Leacock's essays are brilliant, witty and stimu
lating. His phantasy of an assemblage of Dickens 
characters discussing the charge that their creator dealt 
only in 'types' is a delightful bit of fooling with a real 
and commendable object to be gained. In his last essay 
the author 'rehabilitates' Charles II."—New York Sun. 

Cloth, Sl.SS net 
NEW YOBK PtrBLISHEKS JOHN LANE COMPANY 

THE DIPLOMATIC BACKGROUND 
OF THE WAR mo-im 

By CHARLES SEYMOUR, P H . D . 
" I t is surprising that at the present stage of events a 
book so sound and historically so mature could be 
produced The account of international struggles 
'holds together' so well, is so intelligible and so reason
able, that it seenas to exclude prejudice or bitter feel
ing."—North American Review. 

Price $2.00 net, postpaid 

YALE UNTVEHSITT PRESS, NSTT HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 

THE IMPERIAL IMPULSE 
By SAMUEL P. ORTH 

Brief, vivid character sketches,, not of people, but of 
nations; giving tlie political, economic, and ethnic 
backgrounds of five of the cultures now in conflict— 
Russia, England, France, Belgium, and Germany; 
making clear much about the warring nations tliat 
is hard to understand. i2mo. $1.20 net 

T H E CEwrrBT Co., 353 FOUBTH AVE., NEW YORK Crrr 

ROMAIN ROLLAND'S 
JEAN CHRISTOPHE 
JEAN CHRISTOPHE 
JEAN CHRISTOPHE 

IN PARIS 
JOURNEY'S END 

Three novels that are contemporary classics about a 
great musician in several ways like Wagner. Each of 
interest by itself. 

Bach Sl.BO net 

HENET HOMT & Co., 34 W. 33BD STEEET, NEW YOBK 

The LIFE of WILLIAM McKINLEY 
By CHARLES S. OLCOTT 

The authorized and delinitive biography based upon 
the private letters and the records of close associates. 
"An accurate comprehensive and sympathetic record." 
—George B. Cortelyou. "A notable contribution to the 
country's history,"—Cincinnati Times-Star. 

2 vols. Illustrated. $S.OO net 

HonoHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY, 4 PAEK ST., BOSTON 

ADDRESSES ON INTERNATIONAL 
SUBJECTS 

By ELIHU ROOT 
The first of several volumes of addresses and state 
papers covering the period of Mr. Root's service as 
Secretary of War, as Secretary of State, and as Sen
ator of the United States. "The publication (of these 
volumes) is a notable event in our political history, 
and it may be said . . . in the liistory of internationai 
politics."—New York Times. 

8vo. 4eS pages. SS.OO net 
HAEVAKD UUIVESSITT PBBSS, 8 University Hall, CAMBRIDGE, MASS 

The Modern Criminal Science'Series. Vol. VIII. 

CRIMINALITY AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
By WILLIAM A. BONGER 

"This work will promote wide discussion and stimu
late thought on the subject for it hits fearlessly at 
the roots of society and deals interestingly with a 
subject that concerns all. The deductions are those 
of a master and are supported by carefully compiled 
statistics and data."—Brooklyn Eagle. 

81/0., Cloth, 738 tages; $3.50 net 

LriTLE, BBOWN & COMPANT, BOSTON 

AN IRISHWOMAN IN CHINA 
By MRS. de BURGH DALY 

Mrs. Daly is well acquainted with China and her ways. 
She gives here an interesting and thrilling account of 
her adventures there. The illustrations from photo
graphs taken by the author are especially noteworthy. 

Cloth, 81/0, net fe-SO 

FBEDEBIOK A. STOKES CO. , 443 FOITETH AVE. , N E W YOBK C m 

BIRDS AND MAN 
By W. H. HUDSON, Author of "Green Mansions," etc. 

W. H. Hudson is first a naturalist and then a poet. In 
the first he defines himself and his point of view. The 
delightful essays that follow tell of adventures in seek
ing the birds in their natural setting, and involve wan
derings through the beautiful English country. A book 
that will be thoroughly enjoyed by any one who cares 
for good English and truth to nature. $2.25 net. 

PUBLISHED BY ALFEBD A. KNOPF, NEW YOBK 

THE MILITARY OBLIGATION OF 
CITIZENSHIP 

By Major-General LEONARD WOOD, U. S. A. 

"It is a most valuable contribution to the subject, in
spiring in the lesson of patriotism it teaches and strik
ingly interesting in its delineation of our national psy
chology toward the question of military service."— 
Army and Navy Journal. 

Cloth, 86 iiogej, 75c. net, hy mail, 8oc 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS, Princeton, N. J. 

BODY AND SPIRIT 
An Inquiry Into the Subconscious 

By JOHN D. QUACKENBOS 
This book on the subject of psychotherapy Is written by 
the well-known physician, who proves from numerous 
cases observed in his own practice his theory of the value 
of suggestion as a curative force. The author's object is 
to interpret the true mission of the suggestionist, to make 
clear what this higher spiritual work really is, and what It 
Is accomplishing. 

HABPEB & BKOTHEHa FKANSLIN SQUAEB 

$1.B0 net 

N E W YOBK CITY 

A HARVEST OF GERMAN VERSE 
Translated and Edited by 
MARGARETE MtJNSTERBERG 

The greatest of German lyric poems, from the twelfth 
century to the present day, have been selected and 
tr.inslated into English verse, with the form of the 
original retained. The Volume is truly 3 "golden 
treasury" of German verse. 

$1.25 net 

D. APPLETON & COMPANY, PCBLISHEBS, NEW YOBK 
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The Right Kind of History 
French Policy and the American Alliance, by Edward S. 

Convin, Princeton: Princeton University Press. $2.00 net. 

P ROFESSOR CORWIN'S book is in accord with the 
A best traditions of American historical scholarship. It 
is not a mere digest of documents nor is it that most tragic 
of failures, a study in bibliography. It is a real interpreta
tion, unpretentious and sincerely aware of its own limita
tions, of the influence exercised by France on the course of 
the American Revolution, and an attempt to analyze the 
motives which led to her intervention. It is a well written 
book. Its notes show great power of selecting material, 
and—what is equally important—the ability to make the 
reader understand the exact character of the issue. It is 
noteworthy that a large part of the volume was prepared 
ten years ago as a doctorate thesis. It would be indeed ad
mirable if those who possess doctorate ambitions would be 
moved to emulate Professor Corwin's noteworthy patience. 
That from which American historical work is mainly suffer
ing is the anxiety of the immature student to force himself 
into print with any material and at any cost. If he does not 
write what is called by courtesy an " original" stvtdy then 
he gives birth to a text-book of English or American history. 
There is always an ungenial belief that no professor is com
plete until he has slain his text-book. It is by far higher 
standards that Professor Corwin's work is to be judged. 
The qualities which made his " Doctrine of Judicial Re
view " one of the most valuable of recent works in that field 
combine to make this present volume without comparison 
as an analysis of its problem. 

What, briefly, Professor Corwin attempts is to shift the 
perspective of his subject. It has been the habit of Ameri
can historians to explain the French intervention either as 
an exercise in the passionate admiration for liberty—a 
theory to which M. Jusserand has lately lent his powerful 
assistance—or as an attempt on the part of France to regain 
the dominion which the brilliant effort of Chatham had 
wrested from her in the Seven Years' War. Nor is it ade
quate to interpret it as merely commercial effort. Vergennes 
himself dismissed American trade, when " thrown open to 
the avidity of nations " as a " very petty consideration." The 
point is well made by Professor Corwin that we must dis
cuss the issue in larger terms. It is in the contest of mer
cantilist policy that the effort of France is to be evaluated. 
It is to be remembered, that statecraft is the very basis of 
mercantilism and that its nature was discussed in its relation 
to the controlling doctrine of the balance of power. Studied 
in that light it becomes very clear that the central reason 
of French generosity was the belief that the loss of her 
American colonies would be a deadly blow at England. It 
was believed by Englishmen themselves that this was the 
case. The policy does not begin with the Revolutionary 
War. It is evident in the efforts of D'Argenson no less 
than those of Choiseul, " The true balance of power," 
Choiseul very strikingly said, "really resides in commerce 
and in America." To such an attitude intervention was the 
natural sequel; and it is very noteworthy that immediately 
success was apparently in sight the French began to view 
their engagements in so narrowly restrictive a spirit as to 
call for the violation by the American Ambassadors of their 
instructions at the conference of 1782. 

It was a dictum of Lord Acton's that France owed more 
to America than America to France. If we cannot dare to 
emulate his decision of judgment, let us at any rate realize 
the danger of expecting generosity from the ancient regime. 

Louis XV and his successor were no simple-hearted admir
ers of democracy. We cannot imagine the cold and 
bureaucratic Vergennes receiving Franklin with enthusiasm. 
To set down the intervention in terms of malicious revenge is 
to misunderstand its atmosphere. Professor Corwin's book 
is a realistic study. It is supported by the most solid of con
temporary documents. Its conclusions must be woven into 
the texture of any ideal history of America. 

H. J. L. 

AMERICA 
AND 

THE CANAL TITLE 
An argument, supported by citations from 

official documents, showing that a Republican 
Administration violated international law 
and our treaty with Colombia when it "took 
the canal zone."^ 

By JOSEPH C. FREEHOFF, Ph. D. 
"I t is a calm and logical arraignment"of Colonel Roose

velt's most boasted achievement, the seizure of the Canal 
Zone. . . . . One who reads this book must admit that 
our attitude towards our sister republic, Colombia, in 
1903, was more that of a highway robber than that of a 
civilized nation."—Boston Tianscript. 

The proof-based story of that international transgres
sion, which is embodied in this volume, is the most lucid and 
correct recountal of the Panama incident that has been 
published.—James T. DuBols, Former IT. S. Minister 
to Colombia. 

Convey to Mr. FreehoS the thanks of the Government 
of Colombia for his masterful work, "America and the 
Canal Title," and request from him at the same time 
permission to translate said work into Spanish.—President 
Concha, Colombia, to Consul in New Tork. 

The right to translate it into Spanish and French has 
been granted. This is assurance that the book has merit. 

13 mo. Cloth. Net, $1.50 
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Why Preparedness 
THE BOOK OF THE HOUR 

Do you realize that tremendous changes in the affairs 
of the whole world are Imminent? That the United 
States must be ready for as yet undreamt of emergen
cies? That you, as a citizen of the United States, are 
not a mere onlooker on world happenings today but 
that your interests (no matter who or what you are) 
are vitally concerned in PREPAREDNESS? Be de-
peDdaWy Informed. Bead this thrillingly Interesting out
look on tlie European cataclysm and Its consequences. 

W H O W R O T E I T ? 
Captein Henry J. Reilly; military expert and author; graduate o£ 
West point; instructor th«re; ten years an officer in the U. S. Army; 
giyes his personal obseryationa on the European battle fronts. No 
man better fitted to write a comprehensive story of the great war and 
its lessons. Pictures and maps, accurately prepared, enrich and 
enlixen a masterly narratiye. Introduction by Major - General 
Leonard Wood. 424 pages. 8 yo. $2.00 at bookstores; $2.20 post
paid from the Publishers. 
DAUGHADAY & CO., 618 S. Dearbarn St„ CHICAGO 
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