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bad, is it not possible that they had better some­
times be all these things ? There is a sort of broad 
and genial way of viewing a nation and a country 
by which it might be said that we should not be 
so pleasant a people nor so agreeable a land were 
the niggers not among us. All these things should 
be thought of—both the devil and the black man 
should get their due. As has been said—and it is 
hoped said strongly—no one nowadays is asked 
to indulge in the old sentimentality about the black 
man being his brother. But it may be pointed out 
that it is often possible to like someone who is not 
a relative. The old sentimentality is a relic of the 

days when we honestly believed that all men were 
born free and equal. Now in these troubled days 
of the twentieth century, with clouded horizons and 
the social revolution like a mirage before us, we 
may still love humanity while we deny its freedom 
and only hope for its equality in some future day. 
Is it not possible, in the interests both of black 
man and of white, to leave unsettled the question 
of the black's equality and his destiny, and mean­
while to appreciate his suave good-natured contri­
bution to our national tone? And not to become 
too enthusiastic about not giving him his chance? 

HARRISON RHODES. 

The New Poland 

ON E of the most significant events this year 
in European politics is the resurrection of 
the kingdom of Poland by the Central Em­

pires. To be sure nothing has eventuated beyond 
the solemn pledge on the part of the German and 
Austrian governments to maintain and support 
against all outside interference an autonomous 
monarchical state in Poland. The boundaries are 
not yet fixed and nothing very definite has been 
said in regard to the relationship between the new 
kingdom and its sponsors. The truly significant 
fact is that the step should have been taken at this 
time. Obviously the Central Empires are anxious 
to enlist on their behalf the serious cooperation of 
the Polish nation. Nothing short of the actual 
publication of their intentions would suffice. The 
Poles have had too many unfortunate experiences 
with pledges and promises to be willing to risk 
any action based upon them. But clearly the two 
empires believe that this public pledge to support 
the Poles in the organization of a government for 
Poland will mean a definite willingness of the 
Poles to sustain the Central Powers in their strug­
gle for victory against the Allies. Clearly the new 
kingdom will depend for its continued existence 
upon the victory of its sponsors. 

In all probability, too, there is in this new act 
a very decided desire to confront the Allies at the 
peace conference when the war comes to a close, 
with an accomplished fact, with a kingdom not 
in posse but in esse. If the Central Powers are the 
victors, as they expect to be, the creation of a 
kingdom of Poland, of a strategic unit in the path 
of Russia, of a buffer state between the Central 
Powers and Russia across whose unfortunate body 
the Russians must tramp to obtain access to the 
Central Powers—this will not be a subject for bar­
gaining, the result for which the Central Powers 
must pay a price. It will be a part of the status 

quo at the end of the war, which the Central 
Powers will of course expect to be paid for alter­
ing. On the other hand, it will give the Central 
Powers an immensely valuable pawn to exchange 
for something even more essential to them than 
the removal of Warsaw and strategic approaches 
to Berlin and Vienna from the grasp of the Rus­
sian military and administrative system. So val­
uable will it be to the Central Powers to keep that 
strategic control out of Russian hands and so im­
perative do the Russians regard the retention of 
that control that the Allies would be expected to 
pay liberally for that concession. 

In addition, if the Allies win, and If they insist 
in the interests of Russia upon the dissolution of 
the new kingdom, they will then incur the blame 
of liberals throughout the world for destroying a 
nation and for robbing a people of freedom who 
have from any theoretical point of view as defi­
nitely a right to it as the Belgians, the Serbians, 
or any other of the small nations of Europe. In­
deed, It would not be difficult to argue that the 
past history of the Polish nation. Its many services 
to Germany, Austria, and Russia, its past treaty 
relations with France, make more incumbent upon 
the Allies the recognition of its freedom than that 
of any other state desirous of attaining It. Thus 
to do violence to the Allies' own protestations 
about nationality and freedom, to that principle 
upon which the reorganization of Europe Is to be 
based, would be difficult In the extreme, and would 
make apparent the fact which the Central Powers 
are very anxious the world should see, that the 
practical expedients of the Allies for the rearrange­
ment of the European situation in their favor do 
not precisely coincide with their protestations about 
the principle of nationality and democracy. 

No doubt also the Central Powers are expecting 
by the creation of this kingdom of Poland to sow 
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HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY 
PUBLISHERS OF THE UNPOPULAR REVIEW 

Publish at 34 West 33d Street, New York 
T H E FIRST AUTHORITATIVE ACCOUNT OF T H E 

BELGIUM RELIEF WORK IN BOOK FORM 

WAR BREAD 
A PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF WAR AND RELIEF 

IN BELGIUM 

By Edward Eyre Hunt 
Recently American Delegate of the Commission for Relief in Belgium, 

in charge of the Fortress and Province of Antwerp. 

Profusely illustrated from photographs and with facsimiles of inter­
esting and important documents, letters, etc. $8.00 net. 

In August, 19 4, Mr. Hunt went to Europe, managed somehow 
or other to get to Berlin, and from there to Antwerp, on the eve 
of the bombardment. There he stayed until he got in touch 
with Mr. Hoover and Brand Whitlock, and became head of the 
relief work in Antwerp and served as virtual economic adminis­
trator for that district for a year. 

Included in the account is a talk with Karl Liebknecht and 
sketches of the personalities and influence of Brand Whitlock, 
Herbert C. Hoover, Cardinal Mercier, Governor-General von 
der Goltz and Governor-General von Bissing. There is a state­
ment of what America really has done for Belgium, and the 
touching evidences of Belgian gratitude are described. 

This book is full of color and interest. 

Sarah N. Cleghorn and Dorothy Canfield Fisher's 
BOOK OF EVERYDAY HELPS TO HEALTH AND 

TRANQUIL ITY 

FELLOW CAPTAINS 
By the author of "THE SPINSTER" and the author of 

"THE BENT TWIG" 

This unpretentious book is the outcome of a long, friendly 
companionship, and its publication is intended as an invitation 
to a wider circle of friends, if they are not too superior to share 
in a home-grown and very simple philosophy. $1.25 net. 

Robert Frost's New Volume of Poetry 

MOUNTAIN INTERVAL 
By the author of "NORTH OF BOSTON" and "A BOY'S WILL" 

Shows a performance and a promise beyond that of either of 
Mr. Frost's earlier volumes. | l .25 net. 

Richard Burton's 

BERNARD SHAW 
T H E MAN AND T H E MASQUE 

By the author of "HOW TO SEE A PLAY," etc. $1.50 net. 
While aiming to give information about each of the plays and 

about Shaw's methods to those who know little about him, the 
author hopes he may also furnish even the perfect Shavians with 
new viewpoints on their idol. 

Arthur Edwin Krow's 

PLAY PRODUCTION 
IN AMERICA 

With numerous illustrations. Large 12mo. M.OO net. 

In general, the author summarizes material gathered during 
the past ten years, during which he has been a dramatist, play-
reader, play-doctor, stage-director, interviewer, theatrical re­
porter, critic and press agent. He carries a play through from 
that time when it is submitted to a producer, to its ultimate 
place in motion pictures, after successive stages of metropolitan, 
road and stock exhibition. 

FICTION 

Coningsby 
Dawson's 

SLAVES OF 
F R E E D O M 

3rd Printing, 11.40 net. 

"Unmistakable and admirable 
talents. . . . A story full of 
vitality and of emotional appeal. 
. . . In 'Slaves of Freedom' 
he returns much nearer to the 
standard he set by his first and 
memorable novel. In one re­
spect it even goes beyond any­
thing Mr. Dawson has hitherto 
done."—Boston Transcript. 

"A downright good craftsman. 
. . . Always with something 
to say, the ability to say it and en­
riched by a characteristic charm 
not too often associated with 
such sterling sense of right and 
wrong. . . Vividly appealing." 
—Chicago Herald. 

Washburn Richard 
Child's 

B O D B A N K 
stories of a Mississippi River 

Town. 11.35 net. 
"And if in manner Mr. Child 

equals 0 . Henry, in matter he 
surpasses him for he has kei)t 
more nearly to everyday Ameri­
can life and seen more deeply 
into everyday American char­
acter."—Boston Transcript. 

"Without fear of shooting 
above the mark 'Bodbank' may 
be classed as one of the very 
best American books of recent 
publication."—Cleveland Plain-
dealer. 

Grace King's 
T H E PLEASANT 
WAYS OF 
S T . M E D A R D 

A noteworthy novel of New 
Orleans. Third printing. 

$1.40 net. 
"Simply a slice out of life of 

extraordinary vividness."—Pro­
vidence Journal. 

"An American historical novel 
and epic of the very first rank." 
—N. Y. Sun. 

"Grace King really knows 
New Orleans. . . This new 
book gives her a definite place 
as a literary artst. . . We 
close this volume with a sense 
of elation."—The Dial. 
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discord in the ranks of the Allies at the end of the 
war. France has long been morally pledged to the 
support of PoUsh freedom; the English ministers 
and people have always expressed enthusiasm for 
it during the various Polish revolutions of the 
nineteenth century; the very clear consonance of 
the Polish demands with the theoretical conceptions 
of popular government in both countries makes It 
extremely difficult for either to sustain in the popu­
lar chamber any policy which denies the validity 
of Polish Independence. Above all, both nations 
are only less afraid of Russia than they are of 
Germany. Once the Central Empires are weak­
ened to prevent a repetition of the present war, the 
power of Russia in central Europe will be im­
mensely increased and will threaten not only the 
position of Germany and Austria, but also Eng­
land's control of the Baltic and the general status 
of France In Europe. Neither of the latter coun­
tries have formerly been anxious to advance Rus­
sian interests. To do violence therefore to their 
own convictions, to decline publicly propositions 
favorably entertained by their own people for the 
purpose of strengthening a Russia already too 
strong, would be a policy hardly likely to meet ap­
proval. It seems probable that the Central Em­
pires are counting therefore upon the interests 
France and England obviously possess to oppose 
the westward march of Russia, to uphold a new 
kingdom of Poland, which would also, in case the 
Central Empires are defeated, provide them with 
a very necessary element of safety against the new 
Russia. 

But such a kingdom of Poland must be a reality 
and not a fiction, a real state and not a paper 
government. The plans announced by the Central 
Empires reveal the fact that they believe the end 
of the war to be as yet far off. They feel that 
there Is time, ample time, for the organization by 
the Poles of a kingdom which would be a fact 
indeed. A constitution Is to be made; an admin­
istration must be created; grave questions of law 
must be decided; the extent to which Russian law 
Is to be superseded or Polish customs revived; the 
extent to which Roman law in its French or Ger­
man form can be successfully Introduced; the type 
of administrative tradition to be employed; the 
exact variant of the parliamentary system to be 
erected; the personality of the new soveregn to be 
determined. The wording of the decree assumes 
that these steps are on the whole to be taken by the 
Poles themselves, and there can be of course no 
doubt that the whole-hearted support of the vast 
majority of the Poles is absolutely essential and 
must at all costs be secured. It must moreover be 
so manifested to the public mind in England, 
France, and America, that the moral inhibitions 

against the overthrow of the kingdom will become 
as powerful as the interests of the Central Em­
pires demand. 

The real difficulty In the path of the creation 
of such an entity is the question of boundaries. 
The Poles are more than likely to demand the in­
clusion in the new kingdom of all districts In the 
possession of the Central Empires in which the 
Polish population predominates. These Include 
large districts which have been German and Aus­
trian for many decades, and which control In addi­
tion exceedingly Important strategic areas, in par­
ticular Cracow and a portion of Galicia, and the 
Important districts around Posen and Thorn. Shall 
these be given over to the Poles and added to what 
has already been seized from Russia in order to 
create an entity with which the Poles themselves 
will be thoroughly enough satisfied to secure for 
the new kingdom their whole-hearted support and 
avoid the very grave difficulty of creating a party 
of irreconcllables at the outset? On the other 
hand, if this dilemma Is avoided one almost equally 
insuperable is created. For the Germans to put 
Posen and Thorn, and for the Austrians to put 
Cracow Into the hands of a Polish state of dubious 
efficiency and capacity, would be seriously to 
weaken the military frontiers, perhaps to offset the 
real military value of taking Warsaw from the 
Russians. The Polish state might be unable in 
any reasonable number of years to acquire enough 
military and administrative capacity to prevent its 
speedy collapse should the Russians attack it In 
earnest. Naturally such a war would be fought 
in eastern Poland and the collapse of the armies 
there would at once throw Into Russian hands the 
strategic approaches to Berlin and Vienna. There 
are also strong German minorities in these districts 
which would of course object to being abandoned, 
and which would have the sympathy of their own 
countrymen. 

There Is the even more serious Issue of the re­
lationship between the new kingdom and its spon­
sors. If it becomes really Independent and decides 
its own military Issues, administrative problems, 
and international policy, Germany and Austria are 
then depending upon its ability and strength, and, 
should those qualities be lacking, will be perhaps 
as much exposed to Russian assault as they were 
before the war. On the other hand, If the military 
organization and the foreign policy of the new 
state are really to be handled from Berlin and 
Vienna In order that they may be sufficiently capa­
ble to protect both the state and Its sponsors, the 
new Poland will not be an independent state, but 
practically a province of Germany and Austria with 
autonomy and local administration. This will 
hardly fulfill the glowing pictures of liberty which 
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the Poles have conceived. So much was practically 
offered by the Russians during the revolutions in 
the 'sixties and was repudiated with scorn and 
contumely. It Is probable that the Poles will ac­
cept from the Central Empires to-day nothing 
short of complete Independence, which it is no 
more expedient for the Central Empires to grant 
than It has seemed to the Russians. These are 
grave issues of the utmost significance, not only for 
the future of Europe at the end of the war, but 
for the coming months of Its continuance. 

ROLAND G. USHER. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

As to Bertrand Russell 

SIR: In a recent number of T H E NEW REPUBLIC 

reference was made to a rumor that the British gov­
ernment had refused passports for America to Mr. Bertrand 
Russell and myself. May I say that, while this rumor is 
well founded as regards my friend Bertrand Russell, it is 
not so as regards myself. The government have not refused 
me a passport, because, for reasons into which I need not 
now enter, I have not asked for one. 

But if, when I do so, the government grant to me what 
they have refused Mr. Russell, it will be, I am afraid, be­
cause my opinions happen to be perhaps a little more in ac­
cord with those of the government than are Mr. Russell's; 
or because my views do not matter. The principle of the 
government's action, then, is this: " I f your views happen 
to agree with ours—or do not matter—^we will give you 
facilities for discussing them; otherwise we will use our 
powers to prevent your discussing them "—a line of con­
duct so derogatory to the traditions of English freedom that 
it makes an English Liberal ashamed to profit by his politi­
cal orthodoxy. 

This act of petty tyranny in making it impossible for a 
philosopher of international reputation to fulfil an engage­
ment to lecture on Logic and Ethics in the premier Ameri­
can university is but a part, and by no means the most seri­
ous part, of the systematic persecution of which Mr. Russell 
and others have been the victims. 

I should hesitate to write thus in a foreign paper did I 
not feel that it would be the very worst service to a cause 
which I happen to have very much at heart—that of closer 
Anglo-American understanding and cooperation—to at­
tempt to slur over or minimize what is now happening in 
England in the way of the suppression of intellectual free­
dom. 

For if that suppression continues there will be eliminated 
in the formation of English policy just those influences of 
Liberalism which alone can make possible an Anglo-Ameri­
can cooperation to international ends. If in public discus­
sion the Russells and Dickinsons and Hobsons are sup­
pressed while the Maxses and Bottomleys are encouraged; 
if, in other words, the public hear only one side and that 
the side of violence and reaction, inevitably there will grow 
up a temper which will finally compel the Greys and Bal-
fours to give place to the Carsons and the Curzons. 

It is important for Americans to realize both the extent 
to which this tyranny is growing in England and the extent 
to which it is being resented. (The resistance to it in­
cludes, by the way, if widespread rumor has any truth, ele-

MODERN DIARY 

SAMUEL PEPYS 
November 10, 1916. 

To the bookstalls this A. M., where I discovered 
a book which I did peruse with great delight. 

To my extraordinary content, I found that the 
Memoirs of Samuel Pepys have been deemed of 
sufficient excellence to receive attention in this 
time of unusual haste. 

Moreover, I was heartily amused to find that 
the parts now singled out for attention are 
those for which Lord Braybrooke made apologies 
in that Preface with which he graced the first 
edition of my Memoirs. I now call to mind his 
words to the effect that he retained the theatrical 
notices at the risk of fatiguing those readers who 
have no taste for concerns of the drama. 

It is now apparent that he might have spared 
that solicitude. Increasing years have gained 
them greater rather than less commendation, and 
no playhouse audiences since have been witnesses 
to progress comparable to that with which we 
were indulged. 

Nor did I fully recall until this modern scholar 
had brought it to my attention, how regular was 
my attendance at the theatres of the day, how 
wide my acquaintance among the actors (and 
to my delight, I may add, among the actresses) 
of the time and how general my familiarity with 
the dramas. 

Moreover, this scholar has executed a surpris­
ingly good plan, and with originality. (To my 
greater astonishment, to be accounted for by 
the progress among women in these modern days, 
I find it to be the work of a lady.) Not only has 
she culled out all that relates to plays from my 
great Memoirs, but added to this she has made 
notations, footnoted to my work from like say­
ings of Downes, Langbaine and John Evelyn. 
(I may add they gain nothing from proximity to 
my more enlivening remarks.) But, be that as 
it may, this new work appeals to me. It is no 
task to read—in fact, it stimulates to further 
reading; yet no one can accuse it of any lack of 
scholarship. 

I may add that the prints are excellently 
chosen, though methinks the portrait of Nell 
Gwyn does not do her justice. 

PEPYS ON THE RESTORATION STAGE. 

Edited, with an Introduction, by Helen McAfee. 
(Published under the auspices of the Elizabethan Club of Yale Univenity.) 

6 illustrations. Price $3.00 net, postpaid. 

Yale University Press 
209 Elm St. 
New Haven, Conn. 

280 Madison Avenue 
New York City 

iiiii[iiiiiiiiiiiii>iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiitiiiiii[itiiiiiiiiiiiiiiu(iuiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii)ittiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

LICENSED TO UNZ.ORG
ELECTRONIC REPRODUCTION PROHIBITED


